
 

Year 7 Literacy and Numeracy Catch-up Premium 

National Context 

The Department for Education provides additional funding to schools for each Year 7 student who has not 
reached the ‘expected standard’ in reading and/or mathematics at the end of Key Stage 2 in national testing 
(SATs).  
 
Review of  implementation of funding for 2018-19 

In 2018-19 we received £20,000. We deployed this resource as detailed below: 

Strategy Anticipated impact Cost 

Use of a HLTA in Maths and English  
to facilitate an additional small 
‘catch up’ group.  

- Smaller class sizes in Year 7 
- Reduced student : teacher 

ratio 
- Higher level of support  
- Improved progress 

Partial salary cost of £10,000 per 
annum 

Continued use of ‘Fresh Start’ for 
the lowest ability readers 

- Increase students’ literacy 
levels, allowing better access 
to the wider curriculum 

£800 staff training costs 

Continued use of Accelerated 
Reader for all students 

- Increase students’ literacy 
levels, allowing better access 
to the wider curriculum 

£1,000 in subscriptions and on-
going supply of suitable texts 
 
£4,000 salary costs of LRC 
manager who oversees this 
strategy 

Employment of a HLTA for 1 day 
per week for: 

- In class support 
- Handwriting support 
- Listening to readers 

- Improved engagement in 
lessons 

- Improved presentation of 
work 

- Improved confidence in 
reading 

Partial salary cost of £4,000 per 
annum 

Subscriptions to Maths on-line 
resources 

- Improved engagement in 
Maths, including 
independent study 

£2000 

Employment of a ‘trainee SENCO’ 
to coordinate reading and Maths 
interventions as an ‘out of hours’ 
catch up strategy 

- Improved progress rates for 
the least able  

Partial salary cost of £6,000 per 
annum 

Re-develop the way in which 
progress of those supported by 
catch up funding is tracked as 
current assessment methods 
based on GCSE grades provide 
‘steps’ which are too large. 

- Improve accuracy around 
impact achieved 

- Sharpen planning through 
measuring progress of 
individuals with regards to 
small measurable chunks of 
the curriculum 

No cost 

 Total Spend: £23800 

 



 

Impact achieved: 

For the cohort identified as being below the expected standard in English and Maths the average reported 

GCSE grade was 1.5  at the end of Year 7. We believe that this demonstrates that this cohort have ‘caught up’ 

and that they are secondary school ready as they are measurable using the GCSE grading criteria. 

Those students identified as being below the standard in ‘Reading’ are reported at an average GCSE grade of 2 

at the end of Year 7. Again, this evidences that these students are ‘secondary ready’  

Those students identified as being below the standard in ‘Maths‘ are reported at an average GCSE grade of 

2.2 by the end of year 7.  

Both English and Maths average progress is positive for our pupils in need of ‘catch up’ when pitched against 

the academy’s internal EAP (expected achievement profile) which reveals sound progress- particularly as 

profiles are calculated using FFT5. We believe these measures demonstrate that the premium has been put to 

good and timely use and provided our learners with more confidence and competence in accessing and 

thriving within our curriculum.    



Planned implementation for 2019-20 

In 2019-20 we will expect to receive approximately £20,000. We will deploy this resource as detailed below: 

Strategy Anticipated impact Cost 

Use of a HLTA in Maths and English  
to facilitate additional small ‘catch 
up’ groups.  

- Smaller class sizes in Year 7 
- Reduced student : teacher 

ratio 
- Higher level of support  
- Improved progress 

Partial salary cost of £10,000 per 
annum 

Continued use of ‘Fresh Start’ for 
the lowest ability readers 

- Increase students’ literacy 
levels, allowing better access 
to the wider curriculum 

General photocopying costs  

Continued use of Accelerated 
Reader for all students 

- Increase students’ literacy 
levels, allowing better access 
to the wider curriculum 

£1,000 in subscriptions and on-
going supply of suitable texts 
 
£4,000 salary costs of LRC 
manager who oversees this 
strategy 

Internal appointment of a  ‘SENCO’ 
and  responsibility added to ELT 
member of staff to coordinate, 
review and test reading and Maths 
interventions as an ‘out of hours’ 
catch up strategy. Use of Literacy 
and Numeracy Lead staff to 
run/manage sessions  

- Improved progress rates for 
the least able  

- Clear strategy in place to 
identify and track progress  

Partial salary cost of £6,000 per 
annum 

Re-develop the way in which 
progress of those supported by 
catch up funding is tracked as 
current assessment methods 
based on GCSE grades provide 
‘steps’ which are too large. 

- Improve accuracy around 
impact achieved 

- Sharpen planning through 
measuring progress of 
individuals with regards to 
small measurable chunks of 
the curriculum 

No cost 

Re-designing of MFL curriculum 
offer for catch-up students leading 
to creation of additional Maths 
and English lessons taught by 
subject specialists  

- Increased exposure to 
reading strategies and 
number handling  

- Improved confidence and 
progress rates across the 
curriculum   

- Creation of a more bespoke 
curriculum pathway  

No cost  

Use of literacy and numeracy tutor 
sessions to deliver 1:1, or small 
group interventions. Ran by 
English HLTA and Second in Maths  

- Increased progress and 
identification of needs 

No cost  

Transition book for all pupils  - Improve the level of reading 
over the summer 

- Improved confidence and 
opportunities to be ready for 
learning 

£100  

 Total Spend: £21,100  

 

 


