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Dear Parents and Carers,

Yesterday, we then celebrated National Poetry
Day, and subject areas wove their literary links
into lessons throughout the timetable for all
year groups.

The week started brilliantly
on Monday at school as
the entries for the
European Day of Languages
cake competition flooded
in. | was so impressed,

and quite overwhelmed
with the hours of time and
commitment shown by so many of the
students, and | know that the MFL team have
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WONDER

REGISTER FOR
featured some of the unique designs for you THUKe  GeT 2028 Fovboss

later on in this edition. Various foreign
language activities then took part over the
week. In other updates, we held a planned Friends of Alcester Academy — PTA

whole school evacuation on Monday
afternoon. The students responded in a
mature and sensible way to this.

Our first meeting was held on Tuesday. Thanks
to our committed group of parents/carers
who attended this. Whilst small in number,
European bay of languaqges the members of the PTA are absolutely huge

26 Sep-tember in terms of whole school impact. If you are

e interested in supporting any school events

o this academic year, please e mail
Friends@alcesteracademy.org.uk

Mrs Hands organised a very successful “FRIENDS”
Macmillan Coffee Morning on Tuesday in the ALGESTEaFAcADEHr
LRC raising a whopping £340.89 for the
charity. Wow! We must love cake at Alcester
Academy. We appreciated all of the cake
contributions for this, thank you. Our student
librarians were wonderful assistants for the
day .

What’s inside this week...
P3 Macmillan Cake Sale

P5 National Poetry Day

P18 Sports News
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Friends of Alcester Academy — PTA
continued....

How else can you support?

« Become a member of our 200 Club;
details to follow soon

» Support school raffles when we have
them. Do you have any connections with
organisations that could sponsor raffle
prizes?

« Attend events such as Family Bingo Night
SAVE THE DATE Friday 19" March 2027, or
the Round Table Santa Run (Date to be
confirmed)

» Volunteer to support events where PTA
are present. The School Show needs stall
volunteers

» Donate via Easy Fund Raising; details are
attached to this edition. This is a very easy
way for us all to support the school as we
all make routine purchases such as weekly
food shopping.

Where does the money go that is raised by
Friends of Alcester Academy?

The Friends of Alcester Academy supports
Sports Awards Evening and Sports Day. It
contributes to Celebration Evening in the
summer. Staff at school can then make bids
throughout the year for resources to support
teaching and learning. Examples of previous
bids have included staging for school
performances, a sublimation printer in DT and
a set of laptops for use in LSU.

Alcester Division — Royal British Legion

You can now sponsor a perspex poppy by
contributing through the School Gateway. All
proceeds go towards the Alcester Division of the

Royal British Legion. The display will go up outside

of school very soon now.

Assembly themes for the academic year

You can find all of our fascinating and
informative assembly themes published on the
website for your interest: Pastoral
Development

Assembly Rota & Tutor Programme

The themes are mapped against our personal
development curriculum and are planned
across a five-year cycle taking into account
festivals and national days of celebration or
remembrance.

This week, Mrs Weatherley spoke about
Alzheimer’s and Dementia in assemblies, and
this work is then followed up in personal
development sessions. The students have been
told that if they wish to seek any additional
support around these topics, they can
approach LSU.

We also celebrated the wonderful fund-raising
efforts of the FTD Adams brothers who are a
local family and are close to achieving £2
million pounds raised for this cause by running
33 marathons in 33 days.

Post 16 Information

Our Year 11s have started to hear from our Post
16 partners about the opportunities available
to them after Year 11. We were grateful to here
from Mr Slater, Vice Principal from AGS last
Friday and today from Mrs Webb, Director of
sixth form from Prince Henry’s. Be sure to
follow up these talks at home as our students
begin to make important applications.

With the exception of a few students now, all
Year 11s have had their first careers interview
with Miss Bartlett discussing applications for
post 16.
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Cycle Safety

Students who cycle or scoot to school
must wear a safety helmet. Thank you.

Warwickshire Wellness Pack.

You'll find the link for the Warwickshire
Community Wellness Park signposting us all to
various self-help and support groups to
include information on immunisations, healthy
eating, mental health and being a carer.

CLICK HERE

Warwickshire
County Council

The first Saturday rehearsal for Matilda takes
place tomorrow. I'm very grateful for the staff
team who give up their weekends to do this.

We are all wishing Year 8s an amazing week in
Skern Lodge from Monday. Watch out on our
socials for photographs of their adventures
throughout the week. Stay safe everyone!

All the best!

We wish Miss Radbourne all the best as she
head’s off on maternity leave today. Dr
Wheatley is ready to step into the science
team from Monday and has thoroughly
worked with Miss Radbourne on the hand
over required.

Wishing you a lovely weekend ahead
Best Wishes

S VN IAD A

Mrs Mellors
Headteacher
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MACMILLAN CAKE <

A Sweet Success for Macmillan in the LRC!

A huge thank you to everyone who supported
our Macmillan Coffee Morning cake sale, held
in the Learning Resource Centre (LRC) this
Tuesday and Wednesday. Thanks to the
overwhelming generosity of our school
community, we are delighted to announce
that we raised £340.89 for Macmillan Cancer
Support!

Supporting

WE ARE

CANCER SUPPORT

The LRC was overflowing with an incredible
variety of delicious homemade and donated
treats. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all
the parents, students, and staff who baked,
donated, and came along to buy goodies in
support of such a vital cause.

A special shout-out goes to our dedicated
Student Librarians, along with Miss Home and
Miss Lewis, who gave up their time to manage
the busy stalls and keep the sales running
smoothly.

Thank you all for coming together to make this
event such a fantastic success!

Mrs Hands
LRC Manager

Macmillan Cake Sale
Together we raised:

£340.89

Thank you very much for your
sopport.

Every penny raised goes towards helping people
live lifie as fully as possible after a cancer diagnosis
- Thank You!

=0
A
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EDUCAKE

Educake is a platform used by all students in
science to support and enhance their learning.
It may be used in class, for homework or by
students to support their revision. Educake
includes teaching notes for all areas of KS3 and
KS4 science that students can access. This is
particularly useful if a student has been
absent. It also includes 1000s of tiered
guestions that can be used to aid retrieval and
retention across all topics. Details of how to
use Educake are posted on each Google
Classroom.

Mrs Marshall
Science Lead/Head of year 11

POST-16 EDUCA

Important Post-16 Education Updates for
Year 11 Students and Parents

This week, Miss Bartlett visited The Heart of
Worcestershire College at Redditch, where
Principal Michelle Dowse and Vice Principal
Peter Robinson delivered an informative
training session about the forthcoming
changes to the national post-16 curriculum.

>t oo
Ea  (1GETHER. SN

The new curriculum changes will begin to be
introduced from September 2027, with new V
Levels forming part of the updated
programme. The changes will be introduced

through a rolling programme, continuing
through to 2030, when the full programme of
reforms will be in place.

The brand-new Heart of Worcestershire
College prospectus is now available for
students and parents to explore. The
prospectus provides information about both
existing and new courses, including the entry
requirements for each programme, helping
students to make informed decisions about
their post-16 options. New copies of the
College Prospectus are now available in the
Careers Zone for students to collect and
explore.

We are also pleased to announce that Josie
Wilson, Schools Engagement Officer, and Peter
Robinson, Vice Principal, will both be attending
the Year 11 Post-16 Fair in January. They will be
available to speak with students and parents,
offering advice, guidance and information
about the range of courses and opportunities
available at Heart of Worcestershire College.

We encourage Year 11 students and their
parents to take the opportunity to speak with
them and find out more about the exciting
post-16 options available. Further information
regarding the curriculum changes and what
these will mean for students will be shared
with parents and students in due course as the
programme of changes develops.

Miss Bartlett
Careers and Enterprise Co-ordinator
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NATIONAL POETRY DAY

On Thursday we celebrated National Poetry

Day. This year's theme was 'Wonder', and +. FIND THE -,
focused on exploring not only the wonder of T \\1} 1'\ l )fL I{
the written word, but the wonder of the National Poctry Day 2026
natural world and how we can do more to G

support our eco-systems.

Year 7 and Year 8 have started their poetry
competition in tutor time.

Year 9 explored the poem 'Nature bites back'
in English on Thursday and explored how

they can create poetry about nature

rewilding industrialised places. Well done

Year 9 for some brilliant work on this!
Year 9 have also been exploring conflict
poetry within Art lessons this week to
support them in their conflict project.

Year 10 have been delving further into their  ¢guld your child be the next Young Poet
work on their Power and Conflict poetry Laureate?

anthologies. Well done to set 1 for some
brilliant discussions on the fragmented
iambic pentameter within 'Storm on the
Island'.

Year 11 have been using their English
Language paper 2 skills to debate whether it  An Ambassador for Poetry

The Young Poet Laureate is an ambassador for poetry across
Warwickshire. The appointed laureate works closely with

into Hollywood films. They have also been Warwickshire Libraries and partner organisations to:

Perfarm at events and festivals

Lead poetry workshops for young people.

Write commissioned poems for special occasions.

Promote poetry as an inclusive and inspiring art form.

is right for poetry and novels to be turned

writing some poetry!
Although we have had fun celebrating
National Poetry Day this Week; poetry This role offers invaluable experience in public speaking, creative

writing, and leadership, while providing opportunities to collaborate

remains at the heart of literature all year . s
with professional poets and engage with diverse audiences.

round.
Warwickshire Young poet Laureate -

warwickshire Please see the website here
for further details.

We can’t wait to see what the theme will be
next year!

Miss Lewis
Literacy co-ordinator
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/" E
ricular Timetable
=< Autumn 2026

Tuesday

Monday
Lunchtime Lunchtime
Christian Union/Alpha- R1
Acoustic Group- Music Pop Band- Music
Mental Health Ambassadors E2 R
fautumn 2] Sehool Show principal Rehearso
ART- Al & A2 Drama
Alter School

School Show - Hall

Photography Club A2

Wednesday

Lunchtin
Orchestra - MU
1=Civic Enginees Card and Board Gaming- R1
2-Moture cutdoor and aoventure §
A-Sport and physical activity Maths and Physics Clinic -M1
d-arte-and CuEturne
B-Dvvelaping Wider e ekills

ART- Al & A2 Yarrington
After School

Cooking - cap 30 students

Thursday Friday
soie

Rock Band - Music

GCSE Art & Photography -Al Knit and crochet club - Textiles
School Show principal Rehearsal ART- A1 & A2

i | - "
Drama Rock band - Musi

School Show sola Rehearsals

School Show - Hall

Drama
Chess club - M4

GOSE Art session- AZ

7
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FRIENDS OF ALCESTER ACADEMY “FRIENDS™

0
ALGESTER ACADEMY
Friends of Alcester Academy is a valued part of our school

community, bringing together parents, carers, staff and
supporters to help enrich the experiences of our students.

Through fundraising, events and practical support, the group

plays an important role in helping us provide additional opportunities and
resources across the school.

We are partnered with easyfundraising, which allows thousands of retailers to
donate a percentage of what you spend to our school community. Whether you're
buying groceries, booking holidays, purchasing insurance, ordering school supplies
or shopping for gifts, you could be raising valuable funds for Alcester Academy
completely free of charge.

Please Take Action Today!

Sign up using our link:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/alcesteracademy
Choose Friends of Alcester Academy PTA as your cause

Download the easyfundraising app or browser extension so you never miss a
donation when shopping online

Ask family members and friends to join too. The more supporters we have, the

more money we can raise for our students.
Raise funds for us for FREE

with easyfundraising

"FRI&}I:{DS"
ALCESTER ACADEMT

SaEl| Join as our supporter today at:
e A ==

Just search for:

@ 200 Clul ~——

A t D R It 8,000+ retailers will donate to us whenever you shop with them
ugust Draw Results
9 September Draw Results TESCO 1o sbay M jhii

..... LEWIS

1st 2nd 3rd 1st 2nd 3rd
Click out The retoiler sends
£ 1o where you'd 4 a%of your spend
% like to shop to sowyfundroising @
£47 £28 £19 £47 £28 £19 Start at the Chackout: ' Thay pass
easylundraning prices are sxaci ty Hanious
webiite or app the same! a

More information about joining the 200 Club will be coming

out on Friday 2nd October to all of the school community.

Over

£60m £0

rassed for UK good cavaes axira coat 16 anyone
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{5 Help Us Stock Our Shelves; s
The School Library’s
Amazon Wishlist!

Why a Wishlist?
Our Learning Resource Centre School Library (LRC) is a vital hub for
discovery! Help us keep our stock fresh, diverse and up-to-date.
Bestsellers & New Releases
Diverse Voices

Non-Fiction Resources
Graphic Novels & Manga

Purchase a book that goes directly to the school library!

How you can help
* Find the List: Visit the Amazon Wishlist here.

(Amazon no longer supports a direct search for wishlists.)

* Pick Your Book(s)

* Select the school's address ("Gift Registry Address") during
checkout to ship directly to us.

¢ Include your name in the gift message if you would like a
thank-you note from the school!

Every Book Makes a Difference!

Thank you for nurturing a lifelong love of reading!
For more info: juliehands@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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XHANK YoU

/ to anyone who has been \

heting or knitting poppi
cro¢ at home for tﬂep s

ALCESTER
POPPY CASCADE.

Ple_;lse _bring theinto cool by 3

> FRIDAY 9™ OCTOBER <
lease hand th
‘ Miss \hll)i::us: ina'lrj4 or ::l?s: :/\orton.‘



* COMMUNITY NEWS *

4

”

Musical Theatre

Academy

The day includes exciting theatre
games, working together to tell stories
and learning theatre techniques in
order to create a play in a day!

S @ Time: 9:00 AM - 300 PM
*1 -
(Ages 6-16)

October Half Term 2026

Monday 26th O
A i

Location: Strong Feet Dance Academy, Alcester 4
m strongvoicesMTacademy@gmail.com

1 ', October Half Term
, ™= Il Sessions are FREE

Level 1 takes place in an off
road environment and teaches
riders how to control and
master their bikes

Bikeability Levell
Thursday 29" October

Venue: Eric Payne Community Centre, Alcester

Page 10

i L

 Charlie and the
Chocolate factory
IWorkShOp '

vy

B October Half Term 2026
Ages 6-16

+ 58 Act e & Dance

i N :
fie: 9:00 AM — 3:00 PM

i Tuesday 27th October 2026

4 m

Location: Strong Feet Dance Academy, Alcester 4
m= strongvoicesMTacademy@gmiail.com

[
l, October Half Term
“ Al Sessions are FREE

Level 2 gives participants on-
road experience in residential
traffic to help them prepa‘re to
make short journeys by bicycle

Bikeability Level 2
single Day Course:
Thursday 29 October

Venue: Eric Payne Community Centre, Alcester
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* COMMUNITY NEWS *

ailCOME 10 Al(ESTEl |

»/ A FREE TO ENTER
COMMUNITY SHOWCASE &
WELCOME EVENT

Alcester Town Council invites new arrivals and long-stanging
residents to celebrate our vibrant community. This free event is
your chance to discover what makes Alcester such a wonderful

place to live, with over 40 local groups showcasing different

opportunities. Enjoy a warm, inclusive atmosphere, family
friendly activities, farm animals, Purple Spider Bus and engaging|

displays for all ages.

There is something here for everyone.

‘RgFTS
CAKE

SPORTS &
HOBBIES

SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER, THE GREIG HALL 2:15PM-4:45PM

Page 11

WARWICKSHIRE'S YOUTH
CONFERENCE 2026

OUR YOICE, OUR WARWICKSHIRE

FRIDAY 30 OCTOBER 2026
10AM - 4PM

Manufacturing Technology Centre,
Ansty Park Pilot Way, Coventry, CV7 9JU

’/
| oINUs! g

Scan the QR code
to book your spot:

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * X @AlcesterAcademy *
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Key Dates For Your Diary

Parents Evenings

. Thursday 15" October 2026 year 7 Meet the Tutor Evening LIVE (in school)

- Thursday 22" October 2026  year 11 Parents’ Evening LIVE

. Tuesday 3" November 2026 year 11 Parent Forum. Course content/revision ONLINE
*  Thursday 3" December 2026  vear 10 Parents’ Evening LIVE

*  Thursday 7" January 2027 Year 11 Mock Results Evening LIVE

. Wed 10" February 2027 Year 8 Parents’ Evening LIVE
. Wed 17" March 2027 Year 7 Parents’ Evening LIVE
*  Thursday 29" April 2027 Year 9 Parents’ Evening LIVE
This term

« Week Monday 5th October 2026 — Year 8 Skern Lodge Trip

» Monday 12th October 2026 — Year 7 Super Learning Day—My Mate Fancies You.

» Wednesday 21st October 2026 — Y8 trip to Cheddar Gorge (Geography)

 HALF TERM — Fire Door Project Begins

» Week Monday 9th November 2026 — Year 11 mock MFL speaking exams start

+ Week Monday 16th November 2026 - Year 11 Exam Focus Week

« Tuesday 17th November 2026 — Primary School Matinee, Matilda

» 18-20th November 2026 — School Show Nights; Matilda

« Week 23rd November 2026 — Year 11 mocks begin fully

« Friday 27th November — Rock Academy 20th Anniversary gig, Greig Hall, Alcester

» Tuesday 15th December 2026 — Christmas Concert in school 6.30pm

« Wednesday 16th December 2026 - Student Reward Trips TBC

« Thursday 17th December 2026 — End of term. School closes at 12.40pm. Christmas Jumper
Day for Save the Children.

« Return to school — Tuesday 5th January 2027

(This list is not exhaustive, PE fixtures, clubs and revision sessions are all in addition, and staff do add

various events to this throughout the term).
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Coffee
Morning

For Parents and
Carers

Thursday

22nd

October
9:15AM-

10:15AM

With visitor, Lucy
Clarke, Specialist
teacher for Autism
from SEND
Supported
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Alcester

Academy

Positive Points Leaderboas
18th—25th September 2026

Top Students:

First Name Tutor Group | House SPI:::]::

1 | Dakota 8RA Ragley 18

2 | Lola 8GA Greville 17

3 | Ben 8TU Ragley 17

4 | Arlo 8BL Oversley 17

5 | Jake 7FA Ragley 16

6 | Evie 8BL Oversley 15

7 | Charley 7WI Billesley 15

8 | Rafaella 7TN Greville 14

9 | Leo 8BL Oversley 14

10 | Holly 8GA Ragley 14
Top Staff: 1-7FA 255
1. Mrs Holmes 2 -7PA 143
2 Mr Yarrington 3-7TN 140
3 Miss Home 4 -8TU 117
5-8RA 116

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * X @AlcesterAcademy *
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CELEBRAT!NG
POSITIVE CHOICES
EVERY DAY

Be Alcesier.
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Attendance Updates

Attendance this week:
If your child will be absent from school, please

Whole School Attendance 94.3% notify our Attendance Officer, Ms Louise
Hatcher, with the reason before 8.50am each
Boys 95.1% day.

You can do this via:

Girls 93.6%

Year Groups

Y7 98.8

Y8 92.0

Y9 93.2

Y1094.7 We kindly ask parents and carers to remind stu-
dents who are leaving for appointments during

Yl132.8 the school day to come to the office a few
minutes early so they can sign out promptly.

Top Tutors Thank you for your cooperation.

o)

7PA 100% Ms Louise Hatcher—Attendance Officer

8TU 95.0%

9YA 96.5%

CONGRATULATIONS!
111MA 99.0% :
Here
Belong

fesrer ~TMMATTERS — —
~ " at Alcester Academy

= Excellent attendance is linked to 25
7 student rewards

& S

Reward Achievement Recognition More opportunities A brighter
opportunities awards in school inside and outside future
the classroom

DfE data shows that
pupils with more
than 95%

If a pupil is ten minutes
late to school or lessons
each day, they will

Alcester miss seven days of Alcester attendance achieve
Academy learning over a year. /-\cademy better GCSE results!
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Alcester
Academy

TO BE THE BEST TH.

Teaching Assistant 2
Full and Part Time Positions available
Job Shares also considered

Full Time - Working 37 hours per week
5 days term time only
(39 weeks including 5 Teacher Training days)
Scale F range 6-11
Actual pro rata £22,254

If working part time, salary will be pro-rated accordingly

Closing date: midday on 23™ October 2026
If applying during the school holidays, responses will be made
when the school re-opens
Start: ASAP

Interviews: TBC

We may interview and appoint suitable candidates prior to the
advertised closing date, therefore, we reserve the right to close
this advert early
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Teaching Assistant 3 Full Time

Working 37 hours per week
5 days term time only
(39 weeks including 5 Teacher Training days)

If working part time, salary will be pro-rated accordingly.

Scale H
Actual pro rata £26,683

Closing date: midday on 23 October 2026
If applying during the school holidays, responses will be made
when the school re-opens
Start: ASAP

Interviews: TBC

We may interview and appoint suitable candidates prior to the
advertised closing date, therefore, we reserve the right to close
this advert early

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * X @AlcesterAcademy *
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * Page 18

South Warwickshire Indoor rowing competition

A massive congratulations to all the Alcester Academy students who represented the
school in the South Warwickshire Indoor Rowing Competition, which we were proud
to host earlier this week! Our athletes showed fantastic determination, grit, and
team spirit on the ergometers against tough local competition.

Special mention goes to our Year 7/8 Boys, who took 1st Place overall with an
incredible total distance of 3,785 meters, and our Year 9/10 Boys, who secured an
impressive 2nd Place overall with 4,356 meters!

Below is a summary of the full competition results across all age groups:

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * X @AlcesterAcademy *
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Peee®® * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * Alcester Academy

Indoor Rowing continued....

Results:

Year 7/8 Boys

Total
Position School Distance
(m)
Alcester =
1st Acade 3. 785m
Alcester
2nd Grammar School 5.520m
King Edward VI -
ard Schoal 44T
St Benedict's
dth Catholic High 3.264m
School
Year %10 Boys
Total
Position School Distance
(m)
Alcester
Lat Grammar School 4421m
Alcester
2nd Acade 4,356m
King Edward VI -
sl School A
St Benedict's
4th Catholic High 3.859m
School
Year 7/8 Girls
Total
Position School Distance
(m)
1st Shottery 'A’ 3.773m
Alcester
2nd Grammar School 3.708m
drd Shottery 'B' 3.699m
Alcester
dth Acade 3.,5568m
St Benedict's
5th Catholic High 3.423m
School
Year 9/10 Girls
Total
Position School Distance
(m)
Alcester
st Grammar School 3.983m
2nd Shottery 'A' 3.925m
Alcester
Srd Arnigle 3.732m
4th Shottery 'B' 3.493m
St Benedict's
5th Catholic High 3.376m
School
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Year 9 Football v Aylesford

Aylesford School 1 -5 Alcester Academy

Year 9 Boys Football: Victorious Start to the Season!

A huge congratulations to our Year 9 boys football team, who kicked off their league campaign
in style this week with an emphatic 5—1 away victory against Aylesford School in Warwick!

In what was their first league match of the school season, the boys put in a
tremendous team effort, showing outstanding determination, skill, and work rate
from the opening whistle to secure an important first win.

Year 7 Football v Aylesford

Alcester Academy 6 — 5 Aylesford School

Year 7 Boys Football: Thrilling Victory in Season Opener!

Well done to our Year 7 boys football team, who played their very first match representing
Alcester Academy this week in an incredible home fixture against Aylesford School!

In what turned out to be an absolute nail-biter, the boys showed remarkable resilience,
teamwork, and attacking flair in an action-packed 11-goal thriller. Showing fantastic spirit right
to the final whistle, Alcester Academy came away with a hard-fought 6-5 victory!

What an unforgettable way to kick off their school football careers—well done to all the boys
on a brilliant effort and a memorable first win! The boys showed outstanding resilience to come
back from behind in the match to take victory.

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * X @AlcesterAcademy *
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Page 23 * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *

Please note:
- All clubs advertised as ‘Training’ are open to ALL Students for the allocated
year groups
- Sports Fixtures are selection only
- Students who have been selected to represent the Academy will receive an
email with team sheet and match information

Next week’s
after school
Sport...

Extra-Curricular Club & Staff Location

Tuesday

Wednesday

WB th Thursday

October2026

MO -Tues Break NA -Wed Break FA —Wed Lunch
(Gym)

Break/
Lunchtime
Sport-
Autumna
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	Alcester Academy WEEKLY BULLETIN
	02nd October 2026
	Dear Parents and Carers,
	The week started brilliantly
	on Monday at school as
	the entries for the
	European Day of Languages
	cake competition flooded
	in. I was so impressed,
	and quite overwhelmed
	with the hours of time and
	commitment shown by so many of the students, and I know that the MFL team have featured some of the unique designs for you later on in this edition. Various foreign language activities then took part over the week. In other updates, we held a planned whole school evacuation on Monday afternoon. The students responded in a mature and sensible way to this.
	Mrs Hands organised a very successful Macmillan Coffee Morning on Tuesday in the LRC raising a whopping £340.89 for the charity. Wow! We must love cake at Alcester Academy. We appreciated all of the cake contributions for this, thank you. Our student librarians were wonderful assistants for the day .
	Yesterday, we then celebrated National Poetry Day, and subject areas wove their literary links into lessons throughout the timetable for all year groups.
	Friends of Alcester Academy – PTA
	Our first meeting was held on Tuesday. Thanks to our committed group of parents/carers who attended this. Whilst small in number, the members of the PTA are absolutely huge in terms of whole school impact. If you are interested in supporting any school events this academic year, please e mail Friends@alcesteracademy.org.uk
	What’s inside this week…



	Assembly themes for the academic year
	You can find all of our fascinating and informative assembly themes published on the website for your interest: Pastoral Development
	Assembly Rota & Tutor Programme
	The themes are mapped against our personal development curriculum and are planned across a five-year cycle taking into account festivals and national days of celebration or remembrance.
	This week, Mrs Weatherley spoke about Alzheimer’s and Dementia in assemblies, and this work is then followed up in personal development sessions. The students have been told that if they wish to seek any additional support around these topics, they can approach LSU.
	We also celebrated the wonderful fund-raising efforts of the FTD Adams brothers who are a local family and are close to achieving £2 million pounds raised for this cause by running 33 marathons in 33 days.


	Friends of Alcester Academy – PTA continued....
	How else can you support?
	Become a member of our 200 Club; details to follow soon
	Support school raffles when we have them. Do you have any connections with organisations that could sponsor raffle prizes?
	Attend events such as Family Bingo Night SAVE THE DATE Friday 19th March 2027, or the Round Table Santa Run (Date to be confirmed)
	Volunteer to support events where PTA are present. The School Show needs stall volunteers
	Donate via Easy Fund Raising; details are attached to this edition. This is a very easy way for us all to support the school as we all make routine purchases such as weekly food shopping.
	Where does the money go that is raised by Friends of Alcester Academy?
	The Friends of Alcester Academy supports Sports Awards Evening and Sports Day. It contributes to Celebration Evening in the summer. Staff at school can then make bids throughout the year for resources to support teaching and learning. Examples of previous bids have included staging for school performances, a sublimation printer in DT and a set of laptops for use in LSU.


	Post 16 Information
	Our Year 11s have started to hear from our Post 16 partners about the opportunities available to them after Year 11. We were grateful to here from Mr Slater, Vice Principal from AGS last Friday and today from Mrs Webb, Director of sixth form from Prince Henry’s. Be sure to follow up these talks at home as our students begin to make important applications.
	With the exception of a few students now, all Year 11s have had their first careers interview with Miss Bartlett discussing applications for post 16.

	Alcester Division – Royal British Legion
	You can now sponsor a perspex poppy by contributing through the School Gateway. All proceeds go towards the Alcester Division of the Royal British Legion. The display will go up outside of school very soon now.
	Cycle Safety
	Students who cycle or scoot to school must wear a safety helmet. Thank you.


	MACMILLAN CAKE SALE
	A Sweet Success for Macmillan in the LRC!
	A huge thank you to everyone who supported our Macmillan Coffee Morning cake sale, held in the Learning Resource Centre (LRC) this Tuesday and Wednesday. Thanks to the overwhelming generosity of our school community, we are delighted to announce that we raised £340.89 for Macmillan Cancer Support!
	The LRC was overflowing with an incredible variety of delicious homemade and donated treats. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the parents, students, and staff who baked, donated, and came along to buy goodies in support of such a vital cause.
	A special shout-out goes to our dedicated Student Librarians, along with Miss Home and Miss Lewis, who gave up their time to manage the busy stalls and keep the sales running smoothly.
	Thank you all for coming together to make this event such a fantastic success!

	Mrs Hands
	LRC Manager

	Warwickshire Wellness Pack.
	You’ll find the link for the Warwickshire Community Wellness Park signposting us all to various self-help and support groups to include information on immunisations, healthy eating, mental health and being a carer.
	The first Saturday rehearsal for Matilda takes place tomorrow. I’m very grateful for the staff team who give up their weekends to do this.
	We are all wishing Year 8s an amazing week in Skern Lodge from Monday. Watch out on our socials for photographs of their adventures throughout the week. Stay safe everyone!
	All the best!
	We wish Miss Radbourne all the best as she head’s off on maternity leave today. Dr Wheatley is ready to step into the science team from Monday and has thoroughly worked with Miss Radbourne on the hand over required.
	Wishing you a lovely weekend ahead
	Best Wishes
	Mrs Mellors
	Headteacher
	The new curriculum changes will begin to be introduced from September 2027, with new V Levels forming part of the updated programme. The changes will be introduced through a rolling programme, continuing through to 2030, when the full programme of reforms will be in place.​



	POST-16 EDUCATION
	NATIONAL POETRY DAY
	On Thursday we celebrated National Poetry Day. This year's theme was 'Wonder', and focused on exploring not only the wonder of the written word, but the wonder of the natural world and how we can do more to support our eco-systems.
	Year 7 and Year 8 have started their poetry competition in tutor time.
	Year 9 explored the poem 'Nature bites back' in English on Thursday and explored how they can create poetry about nature rewilding industrialised places. Well done Year 9 for some brilliant work on this!
	Year 9 have also been exploring conflict poetry within Art lessons this week to support them in their conflict project.
	Year 10 have been delving further into their work on their Power and Conflict poetry anthologies. Well done to set 1 for some brilliant discussions on the fragmented iambic pentameter within 'Storm on the Island'.
	Year 11 have been using their English Language paper 2 skills to debate whether it is right for poetry and novels to be turned into Hollywood films. They have also been writing some poetry!
	Although we have had fun celebrating National Poetry Day this week, poetry remains at the heart of literature all year round.
	We can’t wait to see what the theme will be next year!
	Miss Lewis
	Literacy co-ordinator
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	FRIENDS OF ALCESTER ACADEMY
	Friends of Alcester Academy is a valued part of our school
	community, bringing together parents, carers, staff and
	supporters to help enrich the experiences of our students.
	Through fundraising, events and practical support, the group
	plays an important role in helping us provide additional opportunities and resources across the school.
	We are partnered with easyfundraising, which allows thousands of retailers to donate a percentage of what you spend to our school community. Whether you're buying groceries, booking holidays, purchasing insurance, ordering school supplies or shopping for gifts, you could be raising valuable funds for Alcester Academy completely free of charge.
	⭐ Please Take Action Today!
	✅ Sign up using our link: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/alcesteracademy
	✅ Choose Friends of Alcester Academy PTA as your cause
	✅ Download the easyfundraising app or browser extension so you never miss a donation when shopping online
	✅ Ask family members and friends to join too. The more supporters we have, the more money we can raise for our students.
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	Key Dates For Your Diary
	Parents Evenings
	Thursday 15th October 2026 Thursday 22nd October 2026 Tuesday 3rd November 2026 Thursday 3rd December 2026 Thursday 7th January 2027 Wed 10th February 2027 Wed 17th March 2027 Thursday 29th April 2027
	Year 7 Meet the Tutor Evening LIVE (in school)
	Year 11 Parents’ Evening LIVE
	Year 11 Parent Forum. Course content/revision ONLINE Year 10 Parents’ Evening LIVE
	Year 11 Mock Results Evening LIVE
	Year 8 Parents’ Evening LIVE
	Year 7 Parents’ Evening LIVE
	Year 9 Parents’ Evening LIVE

	This term
	Week Monday 5th October 2026 – Year 8 Skern Lodge Trip
	Monday 12th October 2026 – Year 7 Super Learning Day—My Mate Fancies You.
	Wednesday 21st October 2026 – Y8 trip to Cheddar Gorge (Geography)
	HALF TERM – Fire Door Project Begins
	Week Monday 9th November 2026 – Year 11 mock MFL speaking exams start
	Week Monday 16th November 2026 - Year 11 Exam Focus Week
	Tuesday 17th November 2026 – Primary School Matinee, Matilda
	18-20th November 2026 – School Show Nights; Matilda
	Week 23rd November 2026 – Year 11 mocks begin fully
	Friday 27th November – Rock Academy 20th Anniversary gig, Greig Hall, Alcester
	Tuesday 15th December 2026 – Christmas Concert in school 6.30pm
	Wednesday 16th December 2026 - Student Reward Trips TBC
	Thursday 17th December 2026 – End of term. School closes at 12.40pm. Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children.
	Return to school – Tuesday 5th January 2027
	(This list is not exhaustive, PE fixtures, clubs and revision sessions are all in addition, and staff do add various events to this throughout the term).
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	Positive Points Leaderboard
	18th—25th September 2026
	Top Students:
	Top Staff:
	1. 2 3

	1-7FA 255
	2 -7PA 143
	3 - 7TN 140
	4 - 8TU 117
	5 - 8RA 116
	Mrs Holmes
	Mr Yarrington
	Miss Home



	Attendance Updates
	Attendance this week:
	If your child will be absent from school, please notify our Attendance Officer, Ms Louise Hatcher, with the reason before 8.50am each day.
	You can do this via:

	Whole School Attendance 94.3%
	Boys 95.1%

	Girls 93.6%
	Year Groups
	Y7 98.8
	Y8 92.0
	Y9 93.2
	Y10 94.7
	Y11 92.8
	Top Tutors

	7PA 100%
	8TU 95.0%
	9YA  96.5%
	10SO 99.6%
	111MA 99.0%
	We kindly ask parents and carers to remind stu- dents who are leaving for appointments during the school day to come to the office a few minutes early so they can sign out promptly. Thank you for your cooperation.
	Ms Louise Hatcher—Attendance Officer
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	* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *
	South Warwickshire Indoor rowing competition
	A massive congratulations to all the Alcester Academy students who represented the school in the South Warwickshire Indoor Rowing Competition, which we were proud to host earlier this week! Our athletes showed fantastic determination, grit, and team spirit on the ergometers against tough local competition.
	Special mention goes to our Year 7/8 Boys, who took 1st Place overall with an incredible total distance of 3,785 meters, and our Year 9/10 Boys, who secured an impressive 2nd Place overall with 4,356 meters!
	Below is a summary of the full competition results across all age groups:


	* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *
	Indoor Rowing continued....

	* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *
	Year 9 Football v Aylesford
	Aylesford School  1 – 5 Alcester Academy
	Year 9 Boys Football: Victorious Start to the Season!
	A huge congratulations to our Year 9 boys football team, who kicked off their league campaign in style this week with an emphatic 5–1 away victory against Aylesford School in Warwick!
	In what was their first league match of the school season, the boys put in a tremendous team effort, showing outstanding determination, skill, and work rate from the opening whistle to secure an important first win.


	Year 7 Football v Aylesford
	Alcester Academy 6 – 5 Aylesford School
	Year 7 Boys Football: Thrilling Victory in Season Opener!
	Well done to our Year 7 boys football team, who played their very first match representing Alcester Academy this week in an incredible home fixture against Aylesford School!
	In what turned out to be an absolute nail-biter, the boys showed remarkable resilience, teamwork, and attacking flair in an action-packed 11-goal thriller. Showing fantastic spirit right to the final whistle, Alcester Academy came away with a hard-fought 6–5 victory!
	What an unforgettable way to kick off their school football careers—well done to all the boys on a brilliant effort and a memorable first win! The boys showed outstanding resilience to come back from behind in the match to take victory.




	* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *
	Please note:
	· All clubs advertised as ‘Training’ are open to ALL Students for the allocated year groups
	· Sports Fixtures are selection only
	· Students who have been selected to represent the Academy will receive an email with team sheet and match information


