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Dear Parents and Carers,

Good afternoon. After a
quieter week in school last
week, things have got busy
again here. There are lots of
updates this week for you
all.

Children’s Mental
Health Week

This week was dedicated to Children’s Mental
Health across the nation. Miss Buckthorp has
added some useful resources and website links
for you later on in the bulletin, if you need
these to support your child from home. I have
also noted the new RISE helpline for parents .
So many of you are waiting for lengthy referrals
to transfer into appointments with RISE
(formerly CAMHS), I thought that this
particular contact might help some of you:
The RISE Helpline is available 24/7 at
08081 966798 (Option 2) if you need sup-
port.

Please reach out to LSU if you need any sup-
port with your child. The annual State of the
Nation report found that rates of probable men-
tal disorders and eating problems among young
people in England remain “at elevated levels”
compared to before the COVID-19 pandemic.
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CHILDREN'S
MENTAL HEALTH

The report, which has been published during
Children's Mental Health Week, found that
“significant challenges” remained during the
2021/22 school year, adding that anxiousness
among both primary and secondary-age pupils
“appears to have increased” and is higher than
in 2020/21.

Thank you Governors

We are extremely lucky that we have a very
supportive Governing Body at school. In recent
weeks, the years of service from Gill Foreman,
Carole Hodgetts and Chair, Mike Dean have
been recognised by Warwickshire County Coun-
cil. Remembering that this is a completely vol-
untary role, I want to offer our sincere thanks
and congratulations to them on this accolade.
We appreciate all that the entire Governing
Body do for us.

Year 11 updates

Congratulations to year 11s who started their
German speaking exams for the second mock
this week. Miss Heitmuller used a couple of her
‘keeping in touch’ days to support these. It was
lovely to see her back in school for a while dur-
ing her maternity leave. Year 11 French speak-
ing exams took place over the last couple of
days too.

We were very proud of our year 11 PE students
who sat their external exam this morning.
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The first Saturday School starts tomorrow in
readiness for the second round of mocks. This is for
science sets 1-3 from 9am to 11am. Thanks to the
science staff for being here for the students.

Ninety-seven students are currently committed to
their prom after GCSEs finish in the summer. This
will be held at Wootton Park. With such a strong
turnout, I'm sure it will be a fabulous evening.

Thank you to AGS for putting on their Subject
Sampling Evening last night for those year 11s
interested in courses with them Post 16.

Year 10

=\ Apprenticeships

T-?::,:‘J]‘ll Mational Apprenticashin Week
2" to 12" February 2023

Year 10s had an exciting assembly on Monday
from Stratford and Solihull College to mark the
start of National Apprenticeship Week. This was
followed by some tutor work on this theme. There
is a longer feature on this later in this edition.
Ninety-six of our year 10s will be on Work
Experience after half term. This is just fantastic!
I'm very grateful if you are accommodating any of
the students for this experience as employers. We
cannot do this without your partnership. Those
students left in school will complete a virtual work
experience online.

It’s no wonder that Ofsted wanted to speak with
our Careers lead yesterday on the good practise in
school. We welcomed researcher Ashleigh Woosey
and HMI Mark Howes into school. Thank you Miss
Bartlett. I was very proud of the students who sup-
ported this visit too. They were spoken very highly
of by the visitors:

Year 7s—Luca, Aaron and Betsy

Year 8s—Courtney, Molly and Dylan

Year 9s—Finley, Darcie and Kady

Year 10s—Luke, Ruby, Jun, Hannah and Sam
Year 11s—Katelyn, Maisie and Luke.

Year 9s

Some of our year 9s went to court on Monday.
Don’t panic, this was as part of their Mock Trial
preparation! Ms Hoskin has written about this in
more detail.

Our year 9s and 10s took part in the Maths Chal-
lenge last week and we are waiting on the results
of this with baited breath. Thank you Miss Home
for facilitating this. Others were representing us at
the Town Hall at the Rotary Speaking Competition
with Miss Hammond and Mrs Farnell on Tuesday
evening, too. I thoroughly enjoyed listening to our
senior year 10 team, debating the pros and cons of
animal testing. Well done to both teams involved.

Our year 9s all took part in a Super Learning Day
yesterday with Loudmouth Education called
Calling It Out. This covers the specifics identified

Year 11 Saturday School dates for your diary

As well as the year 11 lunchtime and after school offer, we will be putting on Saturday Schools

in the run up to mocks:

Saturday 11th February

Geography 9-11am

Saturday 18th February History 11-1pm

Saturday 25tk February Maths 9-11am

French 9-11am
German 11-1pm

English 10-12noon
Saturday 4th March

Separate sciences 9-11am (sets 1-3)

e Those doing French, go to English from 11-12noon

In school

In school

In school

In school

e Those doing German, arrive at 10am
and do 1 hour of English first
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by the DfE around:

. the concepts of, and laws relating to, sexual
consent, sexual exploitation, abuse, groom-
ing, coercion, harassment, rape and how
these can affect current and future relation-
ships.

. how people can actively communicate and
recognise consent from others, including sex-
ual consent, and how and when consent can
be withdrawn (in all contexts, including
online).

. how to identify harmful behaviours online
(including bullying, abuse or harassment)
and how to report, or find support, if they
have been affected by those behaviours.

We are looking forward to seeing year 9 parents at
parents’ evening next Thursday via School Cloud.

Year 8s

A group of our year 8 linguists were busy this week
writing to their new French pen pals with Mrs
Weatherley.

Student Volunteers

I am searching for any our of students who volun-
teer in the community and have kept quiet about it
perhaps! Do let me know by emailing:
head@alcesteracademy.org.uk

PTA News

Thank you to parents, Rachel and Clare for picking
up a cheque for £250 this week from the Alcester
and Stratford Round Table as a result of the
December Santa Run. We are very grateful to the
Round Table for this to include our Santa Governor
David Plumb.

Thank you

Alcester & Stratford District Roynd Table
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Details of appointments

All details of essential appointments for students
to be taken in school time need to be sent to our
Attendance Officer, Mrs Taylor at:
paulataylor@alcesteracademy.org.uk with evidence
of the appointment. Thank you. This includes doc-
tors, dentist, RISE, hospital etc. Please do copy
your child’s form tutor into any emails like this. It
certainly helps for us to support your child as much
as possible.

We need to ask for your child to have an awareness
of what time they are being picked up for these.
Mrs Taylor spends endless hours running around
school reminding students to come to reception at
the allocated time for you.

Next planned Industrial Action Day
by NEU members

This is planned for Wednesday 1st March (after
half term). Year 9, 10 and 11 students will be in
school on this date with year 7 and 8 working from
home following their usual lessons on Google
Classroom. With regret, we will not be able to offer
any technical support to you at home on this date.
Students are all very used to working on Google
Classrooms.

There will be no drop in on this date for parents.
All revision and extra curricular is postponed with
the exception of sports and Rock Academy.

Change of personal details

Keep reception updated with any changes of ad-
dress or phone numbers throughout the
year admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk

Greig Hall Opening

Will you be at the Grand Opening to see our very
own Rock Academy performing? Not long to go
now. This is an event that requires a ticket for en-
trance.

Congratulations to...

Morgan in year 8 for her swimming success. I real-
ly appreciate hearing about her updates in this
area.

Our year 9 Sports Leaders who helped last week
with the athletics event.

Those skiers who attended the fitness for skiing
session recently in preparation for their trip soon


mailto:head@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:paulataylor@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Thomas, year 7, who is always so polite every
time we speak with him.

I think that’s it for this week then! Wishing you
all a fabulous weekend ahead. I've finally caught
up with the conclusion to Happy Valley. What
will we all do now on Sunday night!

Best wishes
Sarah Mellors
Headteacher

Friends of Alcester Academy

Free Fundraising

We are now registered with easyfundraising,
which means you can help us for free. Over 7,000
brands will donate to us when you use easyfund-
raising to shop with them — at no extra cost to

yourself! All you need to do is sign up and remem-

ber to use easyfundraising whenever you shop
online.

It’s easy and completely FREE! These donations
really mount up, so please sign up to support us
at: Easyfundraising Friends of Alcester Academy
PTA

£¥ easyfundraising

Our 2023 fundraising target is...
£ 4'500

Turn your online shopping into everyday magic for

Friends of Alcester Academy - PTA

with easyfundraising

You shop, brands donate towards our
fundraising target. It won’t cost you any extra.

How to sign up and help us hit our target

1 Visit the link below or scan the QR code
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause

2 Search forus

3 Your favourite brands donate
whenever you spend with them

Soativsrom w'y M&S  orowon n AU @

7,000
Ll;)V:INS ‘ ‘..'!!"'9 asos 0 st ear onlim:

brands

Diary Dates

Family Easter Bingo—Friday 17th March
Summer Bash—Saturday 15th July

Meeting Dates

Thursday 9th March 2023

If you would be interested in joining in with
the PTA please email:
friends@alcesteracademy.org.uk.

We meet once a month either online or

via Microsoft TEAMS. If you don’t have time
to commit but would like to help at events as a
volunteer please let us know.

v ALCESTER ACADEMY PRESENTS

Bar
Tuck Shop
& Snacks

available

SCAN ME

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsofalcesteracadem
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LRC Update

This week is Children's Mental likely to have better mental
Health Week....did you know health than those who don’t.

that the benefits young readers

can gain from reading for Reading for just 10 minutes a day
pleasure can’t be underestimated. can have astonishing benefits.
Research from the National Not only is it a brilliant way to
Literacy Trust has shown us that relax and unwind, reading can
children and young people who also help boost your mood, pro-

like to read are three times more vide an escape from the pressures

'/’// ( /’

Reading Well for Teens is a collection of books aimed at young
people which can help with concerns such as anxiety and stress
or more specific concerns or difficult experiences such as eating
disorders, grief, and depression. We have a selection of these
books available in the LRC for you to borrow.
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of life and even reduce stress
levels!

We also have a collection of books
known as Reading Well for
Teens. They are aimed at young
people and could help with con-
cerns such as anxiety and stress
or more specific concerns or diffi-
cult experiences such as eating
disorders, grief, and depression.
Take a look next time you are in
the LRC.

Mrs Hands

reading-well.org.uk
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Year 9 SLD—Calling it Out

On Thursday year 9 took part in a Super Learning

Day. Loudmouth Theatre in Education Company
came in and performed there newest play Calling
it Out. It was an extremely successful day and pro-
voked some excellent discussion and participation

loud

education & fraining through theatre

from the students. The feedback was very positive
and we are looking forward to including this in our
programme in the future.

Calling It Out reinforces to students the vital mes-
sage of non-tolerance of harmful sexual behaviour.
The performance and discussion-based workshop
explore where these behaviours are coming from
and alternative positive behaviours. The pro-
gramme raises the groups’ awareness of the huge
impacts these everyday incidences of sexual har-
assment and assault can have on girls and young
women and how we all have a role in safely chal-
lenging and reporting these behaviours.
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Place2Be’s

CHILDREN'S
MENTAL HEALTH

WEEK

This week is Place2Be's Children's
Mental Health Week 2023. This year's
theme is Let's Connect. This theme is
about trying to encourage people to
connect with others in healthy,
rewarding and meaningful ways

not just through social media.

Let’s Connect is about making meaningful con-
nections. Human beings thrive in communities,
and this connection is vital for our wellbeing.

When we have healthy connections — to family,
friends and others — this can support our mental
health and our sense of wellbeing. And when our
need for rewarding social connections is not met,
we can sometimes feel isolated and lonely —
which can have a negative impact on our mental
health.

As parents and carers, you play an important
role in your child’s mental health.

Check out the official free resources for families
below that gives ideas around the theme, Let’s
Connect.

Fegans?

Counselling Children, Supporting Parents

keoth

Free online counselling
support for young people!

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/f
amilies/

Supporting students at
Alcester Academy

At the Academy we continue to be aware that
poor mental health can be such a worry for par-
ents and students and the promotion of positive
mental health is the key to students staying hap-
py and engaged in school life and been able to
achieve their potential.

We are very proud of the bespoke provision that
we can offer to students in times when they may
need that extra support, maybe they are strug-
gling with anxiety or stress, bereavement or just
finding life a bit tough.

We all need a bit of extra support at times and
we are thankful that we work some fantastic
organisations who help us support students at
Alcester Academy so if your child is struggling
them please contact our LSU team if you are
worried.

Other options for support that may be useful
include:
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Careers Zone News

Alcester Academy have embraced National During break time on Tuesday we joined ‘The Big
Apprenticeship Week this week. The theme for Assembly’ in the hall to hear from apprentices
National Apprenticeship Week 2023 is Skills for around the country talking about their journeys.
Life. The week will reflect on how apprenticeships

can help individuals to develop the skills and

knowledge required for a rewarding career and e

help businesses to develop a talented workforce : ‘ i
that is equipped with skills for the future. - o . ﬁ

Apprenticeships combine practical training in a job
with study and can be a fantastic alternative to full
time college or sixth form courses. For further in-
formation please listen to The Parent Perspective

podcast from Amazing Apprenticeships. On Thursday we were delighted to showcase our
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/the-parent- careers programme as part of a research project by
perspective- Ofsted. This was an opportunity for students to
pod- discuss the interventions they receive during their
cast/?7utm source=email&utm medium=PPP&utm time at Alcester Academy and we sincerely thank
campaicn=NAW<2023 them for representing our school in such an

enthusiastic and professional way.

\\ A h Please ensure that students are
t accessing our Google Class-
ppren Ices lps ooms. These platforms are E
/// |\ National Apprenticeship Week updated regularly with career _——
6" to 12 February 2023 information and opportunities Google Classroom
that are available. The Career
On Monday, year 10 began with an assembly from Zone code: a3hdvecr is suitable for all year
Stratford College and Solihull College and Univer- groups, whilst The Post-16 Classroom code:
sity Centre. This was a great way for our next wauovgl is predominantly for year 11 students.
cohort to begin making post-16 choices to learn
about apprenticeships. Throughout the week all
tutor work has been based around #NAW23 and
students have had the opportunity to complete
various tasks such as, ‘spot the employer’, cryptic
crosswords as well as seeing videos from current
apprentices working with national companies. Other useful websites:

How do | find an apprenticeship?
The government website shows all apprenticeships available:

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

http://www.apprenticeshipguide.co.uk/

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/

http://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors

http://www.nationalcareersevice/

http://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/

http://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/apprenticeships

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/influencers/support-for-parents-and-guardians
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Child Exploitation Awareness
for Parents 2023

Warwickshire Child Exploitation Team are running a series of virtual webinars for Parents
to raise awareness of the many forms of exploitation including County Lines, CSE and
Online Exploitation.

Have you heard of CSE? Do you know about County Lines? How to spot the signs and
where to get help?

Barnardos (Warwickshire Child Exploitation Team) are bringing you a 60 minute virtual
guide to Child Exploitation. This is a perfect opportunity to increase your awareness,
ask experienced professionals any burning questions and learn more about the support
that is available in your area.

Child Exploitation Awareness
for Parents via Zoom

Tuesday 28" February — 7pm —
8pm

“Child
Thursday 16th March - 7pm — 8pm | Ebeishemaiy
Warwickshire -:
Wednesday 5" April - 7pm — 8pm flon'tlanore it

Tuesday 2" May - 7pm — 8pm

For regular updates on our service and
events please visit our Facebook

To book your free place please

email
rebecca.weaver@barnardos.org.uk

and we will complete your booking

www.facebook.com/warwickshirece

and send you a link.
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Youth Speaks Debate at Alcester Town Hall

On Tuesday 7th February, three Rotary l§ A
teams of students participated in
the Youth Speaks Debate compe-
tition held by the Bidford, Alces-
ter and Stratford Rotary Club at
Alcester Town Hall.

They competed against teams
from all the local schools, having
spent weeks preparing their (Opposer) who conducted a de-
debates. First up were the bate surrounding the topic of
Intermediate teams, consisting of transgender women in sport.
two set of three year 9 students.

Group one consisted of the Chair- Both teams performed admirably surrounding the moral and
person Tom, the Proposer Darcie and demonstrated mature debat- ethical complexities of animal

and the Opposer Charlie, and ing skills, with one of the teams  testing. The debate was sophisti-
they performed a very impas- even placing second overall in the cated and perceptive and they
sioned and interesting debate competition. managed to answer the questions
surrounding the gender pay gap posed to them by the judges in a
in football. Following them, was  Later that evening, it was the very successful manner. The
Grace (the Chairperson), Maya senior teams turn, which consist- judges all commended them on
(the Proposer) and Osian ed of Lucy as the Chairperson, the way they handle themselves
Hannah as the Proposer and and worked together as a team.

Martha as the Opposer. They Overall, all three teams per-
performed an insightful debate formed brilliantly and demon-
strated incredible public speak-
ing skills. I could not be any
prouder!

Miss Hammond

Mock Trial Experience at Worcester Magistrates’ Court

On Monday 6th February, the Mock Trial team of how some cases are dismissed through lack of wit-
students visited Worcester Magistrates’ Court as ness attendance. In between sessions, the sitting
part of their preparation for the competition in magistrates were kind enough to spend time with
March. the students, taking them into the dock, discussing

) the trials and their decisions during a trial.
Students attended two different courts, where they

sat in public gallery and watched live trials. This This experience has enthused the team with their
invaluable experience helps the students to under- own preparation as well as giving them an insight
stand the different roles that they will undertake  into the workings of the justice system. Thanks to
in the competition, watching actual lawyers, mag- Mrs Clarke for driving the mini-bus.

istrates, legal advisors and witnesses and the roles
they have in a court case. The students were lucky
enough to see some sentencing as well as seeing

Mrs Hoskin
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JUNIOR BAKE OFF

BEST YOUNG BAKERS
AGED 7 - 12

NI Sees

WWW.APPLYFORJUNIORBAKEOFF.CO.UK

APPLICATIONS CLOSE
SUNDAY 12th MARCH 2023

Enquiries:
applyforjuniorbakeoff@loveproductions.co.uk

Understanding and Understanding

Supporting Sensory Needs

Children Who in School Aged
Self-Harm Children

1 free online session
Thursday 16th
March 2023
12:30pm to 2:30pm

1 free online session
Monday 13th February 2023
12:30pm to 2:30pm

v Ay
:‘.E:I:":! Recovery & Wellbeing Ru S E" -

Enrol here: www.recoveryandwellbeing.co.uk/enrolment

A
V‘,“: ’-*‘ Recovery & Wellbeing
RUSE" “¥Fncapemy

Enrol here: www.recoveryandwellbeing.co.uk/enrolment
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Photography of the Week
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This week features a photography edit by Oliver, a student in year 10. Oliver has been studying the
following photographers and taken inspiration from both Victoria Siemer and Mark Leary, to create an
over-saturated edit of a photograph he took of the Library of Birmingham, on a school trip.
Outstanding work! Miss Nemeshanyi

Year 11 revision timetable—Spring term

WeekA WeekA Week B Week B
Lunchtime After school Lunchtime After School

Science
Geography skills (Miss Radbourne -
set3)

Computer Science
iMedia & Comp Science German Maths (Miss Elliott
DT Maths (Mr Hollis and DT and Mr Hollis)
Miss Home) (fnotC.S)

French

iMedia & Comp Science 'St Maths English

Art and Photography  childcare

Geography writing Combined Science  Maths

English (fnot Atand 4
Photo (MISS COOpeI’)

Physics Triple science Physics Triple science

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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Useful Diary Dates
Tuesday 14th February. Year 11 History Show. 3.30pm. More details to follow.

Wednesday 15th February. Year 11 Doctor’s Show lesson 1-4.

Thursday 16t February. Year 9 Parents’ Evening 4-7pm School Cloud.

Friday 17t February. Year 9 Detective workshop day.

18-25th February International Ski Trip HALF TERM (dry ski sessions taking place this half term).
Monday 27t February. Year 11 Mocks start (2).

Thursday 2rd March. World Book Day.

Week beginning 13t March. Year 10 Work Experience Week.

14/15th March. Year 11 Practical exams for Hospitality and Catering.

Thursday 16tk March. Year 11 Geography Field Trip to Bristol.

Friday 17t March. Bingo Family Night. 6.30pm. Hall.

Monday 20th March. Year 8 Super Learning Day. Talking Heads.

Tuesday 21st March. Year 11 School Photo Day.

Thursday 23rd March. Year 10 Parent Form on Exams. Arrangements TBC.
Thursday 30th March. Sports Awards Evening. Invited students. Details to follow.
Friday 31st March. Early finish 12.40pm.

SAVE THE DATE:
Thursday 20th April. Year 8 Parents Evening to begin the Options Process.

1 : \
Your challenge: '

Design a token of Valentine’s Day that contain messages of gratitude |
\‘ and kindness, either for yourself or towards others.

Examples could include: '

«* Baking a cake and decorating it with your favourite colours/flavours

¢ Creating a love heart full of positive affirmations

o (“you are amazing!”)

¢ Create an origami rose that contains messages of confidence
within each petal ,

Entries due

*+ Write a poem that celebrates Valentine’s Day. ‘ to Miss Lewis
N (E1) by:
1 h
Be as creative as you can! F:d:y 17 =
House points will be awarded for excellent entries! e‘ ruar;t“ =
v_w v s VK. SAW o 4 hi A —
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praise

Epraise Leaderboard—this week

Top Students—this week: Top Staff—this week:

1 Lola 7TN 16 points 1 Mr Martin 498 points
2 Chloe 9HL 14 points 2 Mr Bastock 490 points
3 Luke 11BR 13 points 3 Mr Rossiter 347 points
3 Isaac 11BR 13 points 4 Mr Yarrington 274 points
3 Charlotte = 8NE 13 points 5 Miss Lewis 241 points
3 Ashlyn 8MO 13 points 6 Miss Burgess 239 points
7 Shannon 8BI 12 points 7 Miss Home 190 points
7 Jay 9HL 12 points 8 Mrs Weatherley 189 points
7 Grace 10ST 12 points 9 Mrs Kowal 178 points
7 Ben 9SO 12 points 10 Mr Bowater 173 points
Top Tutor—this week: Top Subjects—this week:

1 11BR 284 points 1 Science 608 points

2 7TLE 182 points 2 Maths 606 points

3 8MO 177 points 3 English 394 points

4 10YA 173 points 4 History 384 points

5 7TN 172 points 5 IT 361 points

6 8NE 171 points 6 Geography 325 points

7 8BI 166 points 7 Art 272 points

8 9HL 165 points 8 French 198 points

9 10ST 163 points 9 Ethics 82 points

10 10MG 162 points 10 Computing 80 points

Thank you to Mrs Kowal and year 9 for letting me visit their House competition this week. It was
great to see some brilliantly presented speeches. House points have been added!

Congratulations to Isabella for reading half a million words. You have received points for Ragley.
Congratulations also to Amelia and Riley for receiving points for Billesley as they have each read
one million words!

Top House this week: Billesley
Top Epraise points this week: Greville
Top students on Epraise this week:
Billesley—Ella (8BI)
Ragley—Oscar (8NE)
Greville—Shannon (8BI)
Oversley—Lola (7TN)

Miss Lewis
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which
has clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of
children of compulsory school age are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular
basis. The Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children
must attend school on every day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child
who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are likely to be considered
as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.

Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil
Registration) (England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence,
the school are obliged to act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence
during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave
is granted, head teachers are able to determine the number of school days a child can be absent
for.

It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the
circumstances warrant the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence
requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent.

Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own
merits.

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be
required to be in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that
period, it will be recorded as an unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken
against the parent(s), by way of a Fixed Penalty Notice.

Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being
issued to the parent(s).

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the
Warwickshire Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council.

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for
example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120
each, totalling £240 for both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).

Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the
matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council's Legal Services to consider instigating
criminal proceedings under S444 Education Act 1996.

Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council's Code of
Conduct for Penalty Notices.

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire School pupils recorded 37,021 half day sessions of absence
due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring terms 2021/22.
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Attendance News

Whole School: 93.0%
Top Tutors:
7TWI—95.8%
8NE—93.6%
9HL—98.2%
10BW—96.4%
11HK—97.8%
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KTTENDANCE!
_ MATTERS

“Attend today, and achieve tomorrow.” Mrs Taylor—Attendance Officer

Term Dates

SPRING TERM 2023
Half Term

Back to school

Spring Term ends (Easter)

SUMMER TERM 2023
Summer Term begins
May Bank Holiday
Bank Holiday

Half Term

Back to school
Summer Term ends

School closed

AUTUMN TERM 2023
School closed

Autumn Term begins
Years 7 and 11 only
Years 8,9 and 10 only
All students back
School closed

Half term
Back to school
Autumn Term ends

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *

Monday 20t — Friday 24tk February 2023
Monday 27t February 2023
Friday 31st March 2023 at 12.40pm

Monday 17t April 2023

Monday 1st May 2023

Monday 8th May 2023

Monday 29th May — Friday 2»d June 2023
Monday 5th June 2023

Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm
Monday 24 & Tuesday 25" July 2023
Disaggregated teacher training days

Friday 1st September 2023

Disaggregated teacher training day
Monday 4 & Tuesday 5t September 2023
Teacher training days

Wednesday 6th September 2023

Thursday 7th September 2023

Friday 8tk September 2023

Friday 27" October 2023

Teacher training day

Monday 30th October — Friday 3rd November 2023
Monday 6t November 2023

Friday 22nd December 2023 at 12.40pm
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Alcester Repair Cafe
Bicycle Workshop

2pm - 5pm
4th Thursday of the Month

Eric Payne Centre, B49 6AG

Make sure your bike is safe to use with our free check-up
and maintenance workshop.

Volunteers will give your bike a check up and show you
how to maintain it. Including puncture repair, chain
lubrication, gears etc.

We can make sure you are riding in the correct position.
EiE

Some basic bike parts are provided for free.

hittps:// /RepairCaf

A bike workshop is taking place during half term—at the Alcester Repair Café—on
Thursday 23rd February, where children will be shown how to look after their bike!

U

L Court Laot and Court Baron of the Most

‘ l Homnouralle Hanry Jocalyn Seymows,
Pl Marguass of Hertford DLFRAGS. Child'eﬂ.s HO'idGY
Lunches
Alcagtor Court Loat Pancahe Races At The Depot, Eric Payne Community
Centre, St. Faiths Road, Alcester, BY9 6AG
Tuogday Faobruary 21%, 2023

Wednesday February 22nd 12:30- | :30pm

The High Bailiff of Alcester cordially invites you to the above event. . F‘”‘"Y activities available
Races will take place in Alcester High Street

on Tuesday February 21+ between 11.30am and 14.00pm. Complementary fruit and
This year’s pancake races fall on half term, so we are giving you and Vesetﬂb‘e boxes and snacks
FOuE Rty hends 1 Hot lunch and drinks for

We would love to see you at the start line. parents too!!

For more information regarding age slots please contact:

Alcester Court Leet FB page

highbailiff@alcestercourtleet.co.uk
Or

mv.euphoria@hotmail co.uk
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THE TRUSTEES ARE EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE

Saturday 18th February

Featunng a huge Array of Alcestertalent performmg music
through the ages from 1920’s Jazz to 2023 Rock

There will be a Matinee Show opening at 3pm - featuring:
The Alcester Male Voice Choir who need no introduction
The Jazz Quartet performing Classics from the 20's and 30's
The Texan Peacocks Rock and Roll Band will Play Music Spanning 1970 to 2000
Closing the Matinee will be The Young Musicians from The Rock Academy
performing a Selection of Modern Favourites

Songs from the upcoming Spooky Comedy Musical Dracula Spectacular
Performed by Alcester Youth Theatre Company
The Alcester Victoria Silver Band - a Performance to Raise the Roof
A Journey Back in Time to the Age of ‘Skiffle’ Performed by Adrian & Luke - not to be missed!
Next up are The Alcester Singers
Closing the show will be The Sally Rose Band led by powerful female vocals
performing covers from the last three decades.

TICKETED FREE ADMISSION FOR BOTH SHOWS
Tickets available from PSW Mon-Sat and The Greig Hall Box Office Tue,Wed, Thur, between 12pm-2pm

Supported by @ Paper and Print Ltd.

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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NEW for World Book Day® 2023!

Following feedback from schools, young people and parents, the World Book
Day £1/€1.50 book tokens will be changing from paper to digital tokens for
secondary schools.

to get your World Book Day
DIGITAL BOOK TOKEN

Distributing and exchanging the digital tokens will be easy - your school will be emailed their
digital book token which can then be forwarded on to students via email or your school app.

To exchange the digital book token for a free World Book Day £1/€1.50 book or to get £1/€1.50
off a full price book or audiobook costing £2.99/ €3.99 or more, simply scan the barcode using
a mobile phone/ tablet at the checkout.

Not all retailers will be able to scan the digital barcode and some may require a printed version
of the book token, please check with your nearest participating retailer.

Find your nearest participating retailer at: worldbookday.com /participating-retailers.

We look forward to celebrating World Book Day with you on Thursday 2 March 2023.

WORLD

BOOK' £1 Book Token

e Secondary Schools (UK)

World Book Day® changes lives through a love of books and reading. Our mission is to promote

reading for pleasure, offering every child and young person the chance to choose and have a book of
their own. We hope you will join us in celebrating the joy of reading. Visit worldbookday.com for reading
tips, videos, activities and brilliant recommendations from your favourite authors. Your £1 book token is
available below.

The World Book Day £1 books are a gift from booksellers,

who fully fund the cost of the £1 book token redemptions. t TRAINYOUK

Check with your local bookseller what plans they have in { JRAGON -

place for World Book Day. Please note: . \ e e
2O YeARS

Ed

+  Only ONE TOKEN can be used per transaction.

+ Token is for young person's individual use. WIN A FIERY FAMILY ADVENTURE!

+  Offer valid 16 February 2023 — 26 March 2023 inclusive.

+  The book token barcode can either be scanned from your
phone/tablet screen or printed out and shown in-store.
Please check with your local bookseller before visiting if
they can accept the barcode on mobile devices.

+ The digital £1 book token cannot be redeemed online.

worldbookday.com /HowToTrainYourDragon

Visit our FAQ page to answer all your questions:
worldbookday.com /about-us/frequently-asked-questions
To contact the World Book Day team, email wbd@education.co.uk

Changing lives through a love of books and reading
BOOK World Book Day* is acharty sponsored by Natinal Book Tokens

tokens

(]
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WORLD

BOOK  WORLD BOOK DAY 2023
SECONDARY DIGITAL BOOK TOKEN
INFORMATION SHEET

4

HOW TO DOWNLOAD
THE £1/€1.50 DIGITAL BOOK TOKEN:

+ Click on the relevant button to download the boolk token in pdf format.

» Forward the digital book token link or downloaded pdf to students/parents
by email or via your school app. The book token pdf can be printed out for
students who don’t own a mobile device. Please ensure each child only has
one token.

+ Students can also download the token by scanning the QR code on the World
Book Day poster sent to your school. Posters are also available to download
and print here.

REMINDER: THE WORLD BOOK DAY DIGITAL BOOK TOKENS ARE
VALID FROM THURSDAY 16 FEBRUARY TO SUNDAY 26 MARCH 2023

HOW TO REDEEM
THE £1/€1.50 DIGITAL BOOK TOKEN:

+ Show the digital book token on your mobile phone/tablet at the checkout to
exchange the book token for a free World Book Day £1/€1.50 book, or to get
£1/€1.50 off a full price book or audiobook costing £2.99/€3.99 or more.

Not all retailers will be able to scan the digital barcode and some may
require a printed version of the book token, please check with your nearest
participating retailer before visiting.

The digital book tokens are ‘single-use only’ and should only be used once by
each student. Teachers should forward the same digital token to all students
which will work for all students within the school.

The digital book tokens cannot be redeemed online. For more information

VOV Iy IYYy
G SOV

please visit our FAQs.
SPONSORED BY
NATIONAL Changinglivesthroughaloveofbooksandreading
BOOK World Book Day* is a registered charity sponsored by National Book Tokens

tokens Registered charity number 1079257 (England and Wales) | Registered company number 03783095 (UK).
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10 WAYS GAMING CAN

SUPPORT POSITIVE OUTCOMES
in Children and Young People

Gaming, of course, is phenomenally popular with children and young people. In 202], for instance, more than three-quarters of
teenagers played online games, with almost 70% of primary school aged children doing likewise. If enjoyed in moderation
and supported by a healthy routine (staying hydrated, good sleep habits, taking breaks and so on), gaming can actually

benefit a person’s mental health. As long as we stay alert for potential risks, games can be much more than what we
see on the surface: they can be a way to socialise, an avenue for creativity and a route to solving problems. Check
out our top ten tips on how gaming online can sometimes work to your child’s advantage .

W e : : . : “W
" 7 PR N 3 4 ; .'b :

- .—‘.-- o \ > s i o o S n
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em ons can be incredibly 7 4 Defeating a | momr or
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video games to make
themselves feel happy.

17 ACHIEVEMENT & PRIDE -

A sense of achievement is ! \ -
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us and can be particularly  ~ park some stress wi
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Meet Our Expert A\ - National

- -
Daniel Lipscombe is o writer who specialises in technology, 4 Onllne
video gaming, virtual reality and Web3. Author of 15 guidebooks

for children on games such as Fortnite, Apex Legends, Valorant, = / ' ‘e S Ofet ®
Roblox and Minecraft, his work has also been published in the /
likes of PC Gamer, Kotaku, Pocket Gamer and VG247,

e _ , HWakeUpWednesday
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@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com ' @natonlinesafety n [NationalOnlineSafety @ @nationalonlinesafety
Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into, Current as of the date of release: 08.02.2023
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CAREERS OF THE

FUTURE

These drop-in sessions are a fantastic opportunity to find out more about
possible future career options. You can also add them to your ‘locker’ if
you have a START Careers account! | will be keeping a record of every
session you attend which will be an immense help when you are writing
CVs or making post-16 applications. They are also a great talking point
during interviews. It’s never too early to start thinking about your future!

Years 10 and 11 only,
please register your

interest in the A
Carcers Zone if you Myl g S0 J.‘
A want to learn more o . A7

at this drop-in l\N o
session — 30t" March

?
eo
a‘(o?’*“é\a\
/< 5 Mone A\ — "9y, l
ye edyes J ] )/l ég ntereSted in
\°° \ oV e Q s:::::e'sl D | eaChin
O a ster ¥ s mi
& &£ st S8 100 PPortyp; to'f.: ~ iy
2 P finan<®! {3 Ut de arn m
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

This week’s fixtures:
Year 9 Football v Aylesford

After a long wait our year 9 footballer’s got their
season underway against Aylesford School this
week. The match was fiercely competitive and our
Year 9s showed great desire and commitment for
the Alcester Academy badge. Aylesford took the
lead early in the match. Alcester picked up their
level of play and went on to control the rest of the
first half. After half-time Alcester picked up again
with Callum scoring a great goal to bring Alcester
back into the game. Unfortunately Aylesford were
able to score a second goal against the run of play
and a third breakaway goal late on to seal a 1-3
win for them. A promising performance against
strong opposition in their first league match —
good luck for your remaining fixtures after half-
term year 9.

ESFA Hotshots campaign

As part of the ESFA’s schools Football Week, all 6 - 12 February 2023
students in KS3 have had the opportunity to take Schools' Football Week

part in both competitive/recreational football p;’é"[":)‘g;;_r S
within their PE lessons this week. We have seen S

some outstanding performances and incredibly

effort from our KS3 students with all students of

varying ability taking part. Well done to all who

have participated with such outstanding attitude

and commitment!
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

This week’s fixtures:

It has been a fantastic week of sport for our stu-
dents at the Academy. Our students have compet-
ed in 8 different sporting fixtures over the course
of the week covering competitive fixtures for both
KS3 and KS4 students.

Year 10 + 11 Netball v AGS

Well done to all our Upper KS4 girls who repre-
sented the Academy in a local fixture v AGS. An
outstanding performance saw us finish victorious
against our local rivals with some brilliant dis-
plays of skill, discipline and teamwork from the
team.

Year 7 + 8 Basketball v AGS &

Year 8 Basketball v Woodfield
Academy

Our KS3 Basketball teams competed in more jr
nba games this week with year 7 taking on Al-
cester Grammar School and year 8 competing
against both AGS and Woodfield Academy.
Well done to all students who have represented
as both teams look to finish their jr.nba season
in the strongest position possible.

Scores:

Year 7 v AGS — Lost 10-38

Year 8 v AGS — Lost 14-29

Year 8 v Woodfield Academy — Lost 30-31

U14 + U16 Girls SW Football
Tournament

Our Girls Football teams did the Academy
proud this week with an outstanding perfor-
mance at the SW Football tournament held at
Stratford School. Despite many of our girls
playing up an age group in the U14/U16 tour-
naments through showing fantastic teamwork
and desire, both of our Girls teams finished in
second place out of 6 other SW schools. A great
achievement and we look forward to supporting
the girls in their ESFA National Cup competi-
tions after half-term — week done to everyone
who took part!

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

Additions to next week’s timetable fixtures:

Monday 13.2.23 — year 8 Netball
Monday 13.2.23 — year 7 Football

Changes to next week’s timetable fixtures:
Year 10/11 Basketball to train Friday lunchtime due to fixture on Wednesday

Next weeks confirmed fixtures:

Good luck to all students representing the Academy in Sport next week!
Monday 13.2.23 — year 9 + 10 Netball v Shipston
Wednesday 15.2.23 — year 9 Basketball v Studley (AWAY — SW Cup)

~ Free warm bags
2 and toiletry bags

Warm bags contain:  Three different toiletry bags are available:

» Blanket » Bag 1 - Sanitary towels

» Hat = Bag 2 - Toiletry prod for children - toothpaste (3-8
= Scarf years), too s), shampoo and bubble bath
» Hot water bottle etry p C r adults - toothpaste,

» Gloves toothbrush, deodorant, shower gel and soap

Bags are available, for free, while stocks last. Customers collecting
a bag do not need to speak to a member of staff.

Find your nearest Warm Welcome location:
www.costoflivingwarwickshire.co.uk/home/
warm-welcome-locations

Or scan the QR code
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

Next week’s Extra-Curricular Sport
After School

Week 2 Clubs - 3.25-4.30pm
| Doy | beweCumculorClbaseaf | locotion |

Monday
STAFF TRAINING

Tuesday

Bowmen of Alcester Archery — Mr Powell

Year 9 Football — Mr Moffatt Field
Wednesday
Year 10 Football — Mr Mojfatt Field
Year 9/10/11 Netball— Mrs Powell Playground
Year 10/11 Basketball — Mr Powell Gym
Thursday
All Years Girls Rugby — Miss Watson Field
Year 11 Football — Mr Moffatt Field

Lunchtime

Lunchtime week 2 — 1.45-2.15pm

Extra-Curricular Club & Staff
Monday

Year 8 Volleyball - MO GYM

Tuesday

Year 3 Volleyball - PW

_-

Thursday

Year 7 Volleyball — PE

Year 10 + 11 Volleyball — MO GYM
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Vacancy—Deputy Headteacher @

Deputy Headteacher Alcester
Scale: DHT 16-21 Academy

Closing date: Friday 17th March at 12 noon
Interview date: Wednesday 29th and Thursday 30th March 2023
Starting: September 2023

Are you an ambitious senior leader looking for a new challenge in a school of hard working
and well behaved students? Could you inspire a team of teachers determined to deliver an
engaging curriculum and secure the best possible outcomes for our committed students?

Are you a leader who will develop staff, including the leadership team, and help them real-

ise their own ambitions?

Alcester Academy is a high performing 11-16 school in the south of Warwickshire with 648
students on roll and a proven record of GCSE success. The Governors of Alcester Academy

are seeking to appoint an inspirational and highly motivated senior leader, with the ability
to work with energy and commitment to support the new Headteacher to work towards

continued excellence. The provisional Progress 8 score for summer 2022 is +0.46

Please complete the standard Alcester Academy application form. Please be succinct and
concise using Arial 12 font. Your application form should be submitted electronically

to admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. The application deadline is 12 noon on Friday 17th
March 2023. Interviews will provisionally take place on Wednesday 29th and Thursday
30th March 2023. If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy or wish to visit the
school, please contact: admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk by email or telephone the school
office on 01789 762285. We look forward to receiving your application.

Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and

young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Enhanced DBS

disclosure is required for appointment to this post.

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE
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Vacancy—Teacher of English @

Teacher of English Alcester

A

Starting September 2023 MPS/UPS Cademy
Closing Date: Friday 24th March 2023 at 12 noon

Interviews: Week commencing 17th April 2023

A vacancy has arisen to become part of an outstanding English department within a high
performing and friendly school. Alcester Academy enjoys a strong reputation locally and
nationally as a result of our caring ethos and excellent academic performance. The
successful applicant will join an ambitious and thoroughly supportive teaching team who

work in collaboration with a highly successful English department.

At Alcester Academy, teachers enjoy the freedom to deploy their individual skills, and tal-
ents, whilst conveying a passion for their subject and delivering excellent outcomes. The
English department is proud of the progress that students make. A cohesive group of 6
teachers and one specialist teaching assistant and a team who have an established record
of excellent results. 2019 results far exceeded National Averages and the department has a
consistent and achievable target of 90%+ at grades 9-4, 70%+ at grades 9-5 and 40%+ at
grades 9-7. The English results in 2022 placed us within the top 25% of schools nationally,
with the school falling into the "well above" and "above average" P8 categories in whole

school, English, Maths, Ebacc and Science.

This is a permanent post (subject to a successful probation period). Applicants will be

considered from all points of experience, including early career teachers.

If you feel that Alcester Academy could be for you, please contact the Subject Leader,
Hayley Farnell, for an informal discussion, or simply complete the application form.
More details regarding this post and an application pack is available by

emailing: admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk.
Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and

young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Enhanced DBS

disclosure is required for appointment to this post.

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *


mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies

