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12th January 2024 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

Good afternoon. Welcome back and 

once again, a very happy new year 

to you. This week has gone very 

quickly and I’m extremely proud of 

the wonderful start to 2024 that 

the students have made. Thank you 

for the close attention to uniform 

that you have provided over the 

Christmas period. The students all 

look very smart indeed. 

  

This is a brief version of the bulletin for you 

this week. 

 

Attendance 

I’m thrilled to reveal that attendance this 

week has reached 95.9%. This is the first time 

since covid that we have returned to 95%+. 

Thank you all for your hard work and com-

mitment towards this. As promised, I will be 

giving an extended break time to students 

next week as a reward for this fantastic effort. 

  

Parent Forums 

Thank you to those 

year 7 and 8 parents 

and carers who joined 

us last night online, 

for reminders and up-

dates with regard to 

KS3 assessments.  

 

If you have any queries about  

this, please refer these to  

nickcooke@alcesteracademy. 

org.uk.  

 

This forum was recorded and can  

be found, if you missed it, 

at www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/ 

quality-of-education/teaching--

learning---assessment/assessment. 

 

Equally, for year 10 parents on Wednesday, 

we welcomed the opportunity to update you, 

before work experience week, on Unifrog. It 

won’t be long now until the students are out 

on their placements. 

  

Year 11 Saturday School 

Mrs Sandells will be in school tomorrow 9-

11am for year 11 geography revision. This is 

followed then by science at 11-1pm. I appreci-

ate staff giving up their Saturday for this, and 

to parents for getting students in to school. 

Students can wear their own clothes; I sug-

gest they wrap up warm, although the heat-

ing will most definitely be on. The students 

will be based in the hall for the geography 

session moving to labs thereafter. 

What’s inside this week... 
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Coats 

I’m extremely surprised by how many students 

are telling me how cold it is at break and lunch 

time, but yet have no coat on. I’m sure that you 

have a battle each morning with this, but can I 

urge students to add an extra layer with a coat  

as it is a little crisp right now! Thanks so much.  

I did send a separate communication about this 

earlier in the week. 

  

Trips 

In response to parent voice, January 2024 sees 

the reset of all behaviour linked to trips. This 

means that all students get a fresh start to work 

towards the end of academic year reward trips 

under the ‘good behaviour’ criteria. Thank you for 

providing your thoughts around this over time. 

We have listened and accept that a misdemeanor 

in September should not necessarily be held 

against a student then until June or July. 

  

Demerits 

We will be releasing the reasons for classroom 

demerits to all parents starting this term.  

We hope that this helps you at home to add more 

context to useful conversa-

tions. If you need any support 

to download the EPRAISE 

App, do reach out to school.  

It is useful if you get all noti-

fications in real time, and 

this includes praise of course. 

  

 

Outside school success 

Do continue to let us know about any student  

success outside of school this year. We really  

enjoy sharing this with you all. 

  

Key dates 

I did outline the key dates for this half term in my 

letter earlier this week. I’ll add these to next 

week’s bulletin. Of note, are year 9 exams that 

start directly after February half term. 

 

There is a planned PTA, Friends of Alcester  

Academy meeting online next Thursday 

18th January 2024 at 7pm. 

  

Lego Therapy 

If you have any lego sets 

that you have finished 

with at home, our therapy 

leaders would really ap-

preciate these for use with 

students. Thank you in 

advance. 

  

Go Harry! 

We continue to champion 

Harry in year 8 as his  

Junior Bake Off journey  

begins on air! Look out for 

this on Channel 4 each 

weekday at 5pm. 
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Mr Jones visits Astwood Bank Primary 
School 

We were delighted to join with Mr Jones to cele-

brate his invitation to Astwood Bank Primary 

School, and year 3s this week. Mr Jones was invit-

ed back to the primary school, as part of a history 

project, where he was questioned by the infor-

mation hungry 7 and 8 year olds. He was a pupil 

there from 1960-1966, and then also taught at the 

school from 1977-1979. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Jones’ father had also been a pupil at the 

school from 1949-1958, when the school was an all 

aged school, going from age 5 to 15. I’m sure that 

you’ll agree, this is quite a track record, and we all 

offer Mr Jones our congratulations on being part of 

this school’s amazing journey with his family. Such 

fascinating local history for sure! 

 

And for this week, I think that completes the  

updates. I wish our year 11s all the very best as 

their mocks start next week with MFL speaking 

exams. Then from 22nd January we start 3:2 days 

in order to run the written exams. 

 

Wishing you a lovely weekend ahead.  

Wrap up warm everyone!  

 

Best wishes. Sarah Mellors—Headteacher 

SPRING TERM 2024 

Half Term     Monday 12th – Friday 16th February 2024 

Back to school   Monday 19th February 2024 

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 22nd March 2024 at 12.40pm 

SUMMER TERM 2024 

Summer Term begins  Monday 8th April 2024 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 6th May 2024 

Half Term     Monday 27th – Friday 31st May 2024 

Back to school   Monday 3rd June 2024   

Summer Term ends  Friday 19th July 2024 at 12.40pm 

Alcester Academy Term Dates 
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Epraise Facts & Figures 

Student Leader board: 

1 Noah  7RA 214 points 

1 Chloe   7KO 214 points 

3 Ethan  7KO 208 points 

4 Maddie 7KO 205 points 

5 Phoebe  7KO 204 points 

6 Alfie   7LX 199 points 

7 Zachery  7KO 194 points 

8 Bella   7KO 193 points 

9 Lauren  7TN 190 points 

10 Isabella  7RA 189 points 
 

Top Students—this week: 

1 Ilani   8GA 15 points 

2 Anthony  8GA 12 points 

3 Isabella  7RA 11 points 

3 Lauren  7TN 11 points 

3 Chloe   7KO 11 points 

6 Noah   7RA 10 points 

6 Anna  7KO 10 points 

6 Maisie  7RA 10 points 

6 Joe   8SI 10 points 

10 Eva   8TY 9 points 

 

Top Tutor—this week:  

1 7RA  150 points 

2 7TN  139 points 

2 7KO  139 points 

4 8TY  138 points 

5 11MR  134 points 

 

Top Staff—this week: 

1 Mr Yarrington 318 points 

2 Miss Lewis   294 points 

3 Mrs Gorner   289 points 

 

Top Subjects—this week: 

1 English 699 points 

2 History 359 points 

3 Art  340 points 
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At Alcester Academy, teachers enjoy the freedom to deploy their individual skills, and tal-

ents, whilst conveying a passion for their subject and delivering excellent outcomes. The 

Mathematics Department is friendly, hardworking and committed to making learning 

maths an interesting and enjoyable experience for all our students. The department is 

comprised of experienced teachers and a dedicated HLTA. 

 

The maths department is proud of the progress that students make. As a team, we have an 

established record of excellent results; results in 2023 far exceeded National Averages.  

 

Maths is taught across both KS3 and KS4 in groups that are set by mathematical ability. 

Students have four 60-minute maths lessons during each week. They follow the Pearson 

second edition scheme of work for KS3. During KS4 students follow a tailored scheme of 

work adapted from the Edexcel syllabus. At KS4, students can opt to study Further Maths 

and Statistics as well.  

 

We reserve the right to follow up references provided in person.  

If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy or wish to visit the school, please 

contact admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk.  

 

We look forward to receiving your application.  

 

Please note that this school is committed to safeguarding, equality of opportunity, and  

promoting the welfare of children and young people.  

An enhanced DBS check will be required. 

Recruitment incentive offered and/or TLR for suitable candidate 

Closing date: 12 noon on Tuesday 23rd January 2024 

Interviews: Week commencing 29th January 2024  

(provisionally Monday 29th January) 

Teacher of Maths 

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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Whole School Attendance: 95.9% 

 

Top tutors this week:  

7WI with 96.7% attendance 

8YA with 100% attendance 

9SA with 100% attendance 

10HL with 99.4% attendance 

11MO with 100% attendance 

  

Top House this week: 

Greville with 97.5% 

 

We have seen a brilliant start to the Spring term 

with attendance over 95%. We would like to 

thank parents and carers for supporting their  

children with attendance and learning time. We 

would also like to say a huge well done to pupils  

for showing such resilience.  

 

If your child is absent from school, please inform 

the Attendance Officer, Mrs Louise Hatcher,  

of the reason before 9.30am each day.  

This can be done through SchoolComms,  

by calling 01789 762285, or by emailing 

louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk. 

 

Thank you, Mrs Hatcher 

Attendance Updates 

I am delighted to be running the Alcester Academy 

Choir which starts on Tuesday 16th January, 

3.25 - 4.15pm, in the school hall. 

 

The choir is open to all year groups, and we will be 

exploring a wide range of repertoire and singing 

techniques. 

 

I am super excited to get started and there will be 

many opportunities throughout the school year to 

participate in performances both in and outside of 

school. 

 

I can’t wait to see you Tuesday! 

 

Miss McKenzie 

 

Alcester Academy Choir 

mailto:louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Extra Curricular Clubs—Spring Term 2024 

Please find attached our revision timetable for this half term. Pupils need to ensure that they have their 

prom/hoodie card signed by their teachers after completing a successful revision session. Mr Cooke 

Year 11 Revision 

Day Core LUNCH Core AFTER SCHOOL 

Monday Study Room M5   

Tuesday Study Room S5 English 

Wednesday 
Study Room E2  

or Science 
Science 

Thursday Study Room E2 Maths 
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Lunchtime Sport 

After School Sport 

* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  
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A vacancy has arisen to become part of an outstanding science department within a high 

performing and friendly school. Alcester Academy enjoys a strong reputation locally and 

nationally as a result of our caring ethos and excellent academic performance.  

 

The successful applicant will join an ambitious and supportive science team as maternity 

cover. At Alcester Academy, teachers enjoy the freedom to deploy their individual skills, 

and talents, whilst conveying a passion for their subject and delivering excellent  

outcomes.  

 

The science department is proud of the progress that students make. As a team, we have 

an established record of excellent results; in 2022 results far exceeded National Averages: 

P8 for the whole school was +0.46 and science achieved a VA of +0.55. In 2023 86% 

achieved a minimum of 2 grade 4s in science with 71% achieving at least 2 grade 5s. 

Applicants will be considered from all points of experience, including early career teachers. 

In Key Stage 3, teachers would have sole responsibility for a class and are expected to de-

liver all content. At Key Stage 4, teachers are given more opportunity to teach within their 

specialist area. As a small department, flexibility and teamwork is particularly important. 

An ability to teach physics at Key Stage 4 would be desirable, however not essential. At 

KS4 both combined and triple science is offered. We currently work with AQA.  

 

If you feel that Alcester Academy could be for you, please feel free to arrange a  

conversation or a school tour with our Head of Science, Debbie Marshall or simply  

complete the application form. Email address—admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk.  

 

Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 

of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share 

this commitment. Enhanced DBS disclosure is required for appointment to 

this post. 

Salary: TMS 

Contract Type: Full Time  

Contract Term: Temporary (maternity cover)  

Required: From February 2024 (start date negotiable) 

Teacher of Science (Maternity Cover) 

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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Learning Support at Alcester Academy  

Working under the supervision of the SENCO and teachers, assist and support teaching 

and learning, working with individuals or groups, and assist in providing general care, 

safety and welfare for pupils.  

 

The Post  

This is a full time, term time only post working 39 weeks per year (incl. 5 teacher training 

days) for an experienced teaching assistant ideally with an NVQ Level 3 (or equivalent). 

You will be working predominantly with a student with an EHCP but also other students 

with a variety of SEND needs.  

 

We are particularly interested in hearing from applicants with experience of working with 

children with communication and interaction needs, including autism, though this is not 

essential.  

 

This is a temporary post for 12 months in the first instance with a view to becoming  

permanent after this period.  

 

If you have any queries or concerns, please get in touch with  

carihaynes@alcesteracademy.org.uk. 

 

We look forward to receiving your application. Please note that this school  

is committed to safeguarding, equality of opportunity, and promoting the 

welfare of children and young people. An enhanced DBS check will be  

required.  

Full Time 

Working term time only (39 weeks to include 5 Teacher Training days)  

Scale H range 14.  FTE £27,334 starting salary. Actual pro rata £23,511.  

Starting: As soon as possible  

Closing date: Friday 19th January 2024 at 12 noon  

Interviews: Week commencing 22nd January 2024  

Teaching Assistant Level 3 

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

mailto:carihaynes@alcesteracademy.org.uk.
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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A message for children and parents  

about risks of ice and never to go onto ice from the RoSPA 

 

The link below offers useful safety advice: 

https://www.rospa.com/leisure-water-safety/water/advice/ice 
  

-- 

https://www.rospa.com/leisure-water-safety/water/advice/ice
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