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Dear Parents and Carers, We were delighted to welcome Sally
Turner, educational consultant into
schamlwoil Weslnesday. Sally worked
alongside staff in order to delve into
reading and phonics work in school a
little more. As usual, the students
that shie spoke ® werecatreal credit to

the Academy.

Good afternoon. I
had a productive week. Ours has

flown by here. Today of course it was
school photo day and we hope that
youol | receive you
very soon!

In other news this week, students in Coronavirus cases were much

year 10 had a key assembly on the reduced this week. It is such a relief!
opportunity for them to do work experience in Thanks for all you are doing to support this.
March 2022. Year 11s also had an assembly Please keep lateral flow testing at home!
about Saturday Schools and their forthcoming

mock examinations. Year 9 will hear about Remembr ance

how to enrol in Bronze D of E next week too.
Our school cross country competitors did really
well last weekend. Mr

The students were extremely respectful for our
two minutes silence on Thursday at 11am.

) | dm very proud of them a Mr
Powell has written about Mrs Woodman led assembly on this theme this
their success later in the o \ : week. Our poppy display raised £710.00 this
bulletin. Thanks to Mr flesster W?L-Efﬁiﬂi?f g year. | know that the Royal British Legion
and Mrs Powell for sup- (Al cester Division) wil!/ ppr e

porting this on an early
November Saturday
morning. We also wel-
comed back our Alcester
Archers this week finally
after a spell away because
of covid.

very proud to represent the school on Sunday
in Alcester with our student leadership team
for the

[

Educaterers have had a
review by their area
manager. The visit helped
to endorse further what a
fantastic service our ca-
tering staff offer to the
students. The choice and
speed of service was
commended. We now have =
our Snack Shack up and ™+
running again for
wait for canteen service.

Remembrance Parade.
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Attendance

| am sending out a general attendance letter next
week in order to benchmark where your child is
currently at. | do appreciate that covid has had a
marked impact upon many students and this let-
ter is not intended to arrive at an already difficult

REDWINGS

HORSE SANCTUARY *

h

time. It is for information only at this stage. | do from a sudden, and fatal asthma attack. ~ She was
have to begin to look at how we can support some a very keen rider and outdoors person. We are
students to improve their attendance, and | want raising money in a number of ways for these

to recognise those students who even through a charities:

pandemic have managed to recover their own

attendance, however challenging. Thank you in f Sponsor an Angel to be displayed on the
advance of understanding this. trees outside school £5

T Visit the Alcester Christmas Fayre at the
Mi s s Buckthorp message Greig Hall on Saturday 4th December,
where Livds friends wild.l
mas Angels in commemoration of Liv. These
will be available in school reception as well.

We sent Miss Buckthorp all of your lovely messag-
es as she was discharged from hospital finally.

| just wanted to thank you for.all your lovely kind KS3 Parent Forum
messagesthat you have sent in for me and for

keeping me in your thoughts over the past three Mrs Woodman and Mr Cooke had a super turn out
weeks. for our Curriculum Evening online on Tuesday.

Thank you if you gave up the time to attend this.
When | read them, they meant so much and gave We are featuring further subject over views for

me such a lift. I'm pleased to say I'm now out of you later on in this edition of the bulletin.

hospital, | feel so grateful to have come through

and owe my life to the wonderful care | re- Year 11 Saturday Schoo
ceived from all the nurses, healthcare staff & doc-  Thank you to Mrs Stedman for running our

tors at The Alexandra Hospital in Redditch. Geography Saturday School |

forward to being in school for science tomorrow
I'm now lucky to be having some sea recuperation with year 11. Thank you in advance to those staff
in Salcombe, Devon and seeing my family. | know supporting this.
| have a long road ahead of me to recover but your
thoughts and well wishes have really helped me Traffic Acci dent

and were very much appreciated. Following last weeks accident involving a

) student, | have reached out to Councillor Mark
! hop<_a 1o be hack with you soon. Cargill with a view to having a crossing installed
Sending you all my best wishes, on Captainds Hill. We are a
traffic accident hot spot, why should it have to be?
Perhaps if you have connections in suitable plac-
es, you could also help me as parents with this

problem, for the benefit of our students staying

safe. Thank you.

Miss Buckthorp

Charity

Our next charity drive is
fomLi vo6s .ZKhisg'se, \
being led by a group of L ) On this note, please
Olivia Worral . d salk to the students

in year 8 who are selling «:5,,",’3:5 Or'ivlwio'o‘ : about awareness as :

Angels to raise money for o they are crossing lnnxl

Asthma UK and roads. Many of our L

Redwings Horse Sanctuary. students walk with .
faces down whilst

Olivia was a student at Alcester Academy who looking at phone

very tragically passed away last Christmas Eve screens.
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I am so excited for next
Beauty and the Beast . Congratulations to our cast
and crew in advance of this. They have worked so
very hard preparing for this.

If you are coming along to support this, please
ensure that you have a negative lateral flow result
readily available to show on your phone/device
from that day, and we would appreciate it if you
wore a face covering too. This applies to the Rock
Academy concert the following week also.

Wishing you all a safe and restful weekend ahead.
Best wishes

Sarah Mellors

We are pleased to inform you that tickets

for our school production Beauty and the
Beast are now on sale. Tickets can be
purchased via the School Gateway.
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= Alcester Academy invites you to be our guest b
|
and join our magical world of...

lIII \IUSI( AL

I7th, Isth and I9th November

Buy your tickets now on the school g<:|tew<:yJ
-bv Mwillbe a mght you won't want t6 miss .
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Epraise Updates n i past 7 days

Top Scdpaess 7 days: T
1 Archie 8S0O 23 points 1
2 Lauren 7HT 19 points 2
3 Molly 7THT 16 points 3
3 George TWI 16 points 4
5 Brooke 7HT 15 points 5
6 Katy 7TY 12 points

6 Skye 7TY 12 points T
6 Savanna 7TY 12 points 1
9 Alice 7HT 11 points 1
9 Lilia 10TN 11 points 3
Top Tut ord Ga vtuph dayss4
1 7THT 221 points

2 7SI 204 points

3 7TY 190 points

4 TWI 187 points

5 7RA 169 points

* www. al cesteracademy. or g.
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Su bdjpeacstts 7 days:
Geography 560 points
PE 435 points
Art 385 points
Science 374 points
English 294 points
Stpaafsft 7 days:
Mr Powell 388 points
Mr Bowater 388 points
Mr Yarrington 362 points
Mr Bastock 236 points
Miss Lewis 227 points
praise
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Dates for your diary this half term
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ICT & Computing - Key Stage 3

The aim of the ICT & Computing faculty at Alces- different ICT & computing

ter Academy is to provide all students with a applications to solve larger

broad, balanced & aspirational curriculum, deliv- and more complex problems.

ering the three strands of computer science, infor- This is achieved through one

mation technology, and digital literacy. Students lesson per week. The

arrive in year 7 with a wide range of levels of ex- knowledge, skills and under-

perience with using ICT in their previous schools. standing that pupils gain is

The challenging key stage 2 to 3 transition, and also applied to other areas of

the wide variety of starting points for students is the curriculum where ICT is l
quickly addressed at the beginning of year 7. The used extensively.

schemes of work delivered throughout key stage 3

then enable students to experience a wide range At the start of year 7 students begin by

of different scenarios, addressed using appropri- completing an introduction to the network, where

ate software. Students develop their analytical they are introduced to Google Classroom, and

and problem solving abilities, with the aim of be- cloud storage using Google Drive. During their

coming active participants in the ever changing first project, students complete a website design

digital world around them. unit, where they develop their research, analysis,

All lessons in ICT are presented through the and digital creation skills using Google Sites. The

Google Classroom platform, which enables stu- second project involves pupils completing an ex-

dents to access teaching resources easily & effi- tensiveonlinee-saf ety course, thro h t}
ciently. Throughout key stage 3, students com- Safety Allianced organisati . T

plete a range of interactive homework tasks each students learning about cyber -security,
week using Google Classroom, and other creative  relationships, online bully-

problem solving activities, including the ing, use of smart phones &

6computer science essent ardrbpsgioomimguives e o de .
All projects are continually assessed throughout streaming,
the year, and pupils receive regular written feed-
back. Each unit culminates in a multiple -choice
quiz completed using google forms. Pupils also
complete their own learning log throughout each
year, outlining what is delivered in projects, and
how they have responded to teacher feedback.

Online Safety Alliance

I CT & Computing i n Yye
In year 7 students learn how to use ICT for

presentation, research, modelling, multimedia
and coding activities. They learn to use several

Google Classroom

* www. al cesteracademy. org. uk * 01789 762285 * admin@al ceste
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digital citizenship & importance of their digital At the beginning of year 8 students are
footprint, and how to find help and report introduced to industry standard game design
concerns online. During project three, students software, Fusion 2.5 by Clickteam, to enable them

are introduced to their fodevedop ther Breatvg & gamerskills,dy design-
Essential sd unit, wusi ng Bgandcteatihgadesbkewdme designhPeoieq s
them improve knowledge & confidence of key two involves students refreshing and updating
programming constructs such as sequencing, vari-  their knowledge of e -safety, through the Online
ables & iteration. Pr oj e gdfetyAliance course Mbichdads hewranterd& t a 6 ,

introduces key aspects of modelling data using knowledge requirements added each year.

Google sheets spreadsheet software. The final

project in year 7, i s t hBurirsg¢heirmextiprofed, stodgntsarmimioduged

Essential sd unit wher e piotheéirlfirsttegt o-basdd nodirg lahguagel stel,

Scratch 3.0 to develop skills of using control where they complete a range of tasks producing

structures, sequencing, selection & iteration to online birthday cards, storybooks, and recipes

solve increasingly complex problems. Throughout presented in the form of website pages. Project

this year, students also complete the first section four, mobile -app development takes students

of the 6écomputer sci enc efroemmshs mla of degigner o project mamageric our s e,

provided by code.org, for homework activities, order to create their own mobile app, using

which reinforces the elements introduced during 6appl abdé software on code. ol

the scratch programming projects. 6introduction to Python pr o
students to their second text based programming

I CT & Computi ng i n Vylaegeage. THE project reinforces their knowledge

& understanding of core computer science princi-

ples, including sequencing, selection, iteration &

other associated concepts. During this project,
students experience the 06PRI
learning to program and create code, (predict,

run, investigate, modify and make). Project six,

6UlIti mate Breakoutdo all ows
plan, design, create & test a game design for a

specific business context, from initial concept to

final game solution. The final project in year 8

enables students to gain experience of using

industry standard three -dimensional modelling &

ani mation softwar e, 6Bl ender
animate a range of different designs.

In year 8 students continue to develop their
creative & problem solving skills, and gain rele-
vant experience to help prepare them for their
option choices process. This is achieved through
two lessons each week.

Mr Anderson

CLICKTEAM

USION
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Key stage 3 Geography curriculum overview

At Alcester Academy our aims in the key stage 3 curriculum are:
develop knowledge of the location of significant places

f
f
f

We are putting a greater emphasis on independent and self

develop an understanding of the actions of geographical processes

understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical
features of the world and how they change over time

are competent in the geographical skills needed to:
8§ interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams,
globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)
8§ communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, nu-

merical and quantitative skills and writing at length.

project in year 7 and 8 in the summer term

- directed study with an independent

Our literacy focus is to develop the use of subject -specific language in each topic area so that all

students are confident to use and apply this language.

Introduction to
geography, map skills

Mrs Stedman

A study of volcanoes,
earthquakes and natural

V\Q)atr:: hy? and basic geographical Deadly hazards. Independent re-
geography: concepts geography search in to a hazard of
choice.
An exploration of settle- A study of physical
Briaht lights ment history, modern processes and their
bi gcit gnts, city development, use of Geography impact on the land with
gcly maps and sustainability rocks specific reference to ice
issues. (glaciers) and coasts.
A study of the global A study of the way we
pattern of food
. shop! Where do our goods
consumption, where our
Food for The come from and how do we
food comes from and the .
everyone? . . . geography shop? The impact of the
issues associated with . .
of stuff internet on shopping hab-
how we produce our food . .
. its and the High street,
supplies.
An investigation of the A study of Brazil as an
worl dds most e|xtreme NEE - why and how has it
Extreme biomes including Development developed? How do we

environments

Antarctica, Rainforests

focus -

link with Brazil? A look at

and Deserts. Brazil globalisation and the way

Independent study of ex- in which Brazil connects

treme environments. globally.

Students choose their Students choose their own

own topic for investiga- topic for investigation.
Independent tion. They are encour- Independent They are encouraged to
project aged to plan, carry out project plan, carry out research

research and reflect on
their learning journey.

and reflect on their
learning journey.

* www. al cesteracademy. org. uk *
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Revision Timetable for year 11
WEEK A Lunchtime After school (3.30 -4.30pm)
Monday Informal Maths revision
Tuesday Informal Maths revision Maths
Wednesday DT English

Chemlstry (Br.) or Biology (Cp) or Chemistry (Br)

Biology for Triple ;
Thursday for Triple alternate weeks -

Alternate weeks - .

: see dept lists

see dept lists
Friday Combined Science
WEEK B Lunchtime After school (3.30 -4.30pm)
Monday Art/Photography
Tuesday Art/Photography PTE

German (MFL2) |Mgd|a and Computer
Wednesday Performing Arts/Music Science

g Performing Arts/Music

Thursday French (MFL1) Art/Photography
Friday Geography

Solihull College & University Centre - Post 16, Education & Football

Opportunities | 2022/2023 - Academic Year

"M IN!

&%
NZ

To register your trial place complete
online form:

The College will operate teams for all abilities and motivation.
Football for all, bringing communities together:

articipation | Competition | "erformance

The College will be running a series of trial sessions, offering
students the opportunity to choose a high performing Education
environment to further progress their passion for a career in the

erson | “tudent | /thlete

sports industry. #mn!
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History at KS3

As history is an option subject at GCSE, years 7
and 8 provide us with an opportunity to try and
develop an interest in history for all pupils. The
curriculum is intended to introduce students to the
breadth and depth of the discipline of History.

We aim to create capable historians, but more im-
portantly foster a genuine love of the subject. We
challenge students to think, act and speak like
true historians: to research thoroughly, to weigh
up evidence, to evaluate interpretations and devel-
op arguments.

The curriculum has been planned to inspire and
enthuse students, and where possible to link to
contemporary issue and discussions. The curricu-
lum has also been designed to incorporate a varie-
ty of skills that students need to develop to be suc-
cessful not only in history but in other subjects at
Alcester Academy and their life beyond school.

We teach students the importance of challenging
different viewpoints, evaluating different interpre-
tations, and how to create a coherent argument.
We teach empathy and tolerance and an under-
standing of how history has created the world we
live in today.

* www. al cesteracademy. org. uk *

Students are t
of historical
and time perio
years 7 and 8.
Topics studied i n year

Historical skills, The Norman Conquest, The Cru-
sades, Magna Carta, The Black Death, The Peas-
ants Revolt, and the Tudors (Henry VII, Henry
VIIl, Mary |, Edward VI, and Elizabeth I)

Topics studied in

The Slave Trade, The French Revolution, World
War 1, the growth of the Nazi party and life in
Nazi Germany, World War 2, and The Holocaust.

year, 8 i

We implement our curriculum through a range of
teaching approaches including role play, games,
card sorts and creative tasks as well as more
traditional source -based questions and essay
writing. Discussion and debate are a regular
feature of lessons.

Mr Rossiter

..... s g, A s s -

J(mg (m |my (w0
Al A F B A
FRENCH REVOLUTION

a0
118
e
fi\iin!
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Year 10

Work Experience

Alcester
Academy 14t — 18t March 2022

* www. al cesteracademy. org. uk * 01789 762285 * admin@al ceste


mailto:careerzone@alcesteracademy.org.uk

*

Pagl?2

Year 11 Mock Examinations Autumn 2021
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School Attendance in upto 11.11.21

Year 7
92.0%

Thi s

week's top(Ooutldh 1M duRd)

7SI 0 95.4%, 8SO & 95.5%, 9BL 8 99.2%, 10AN 0 97.2% and 11HK 0 97.1.

Mrs Hodges

Abtendance Matters!

LR

Every Studemnt, Every School, Every Day

Pagl3

Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Whole School
92.6% 91.4% 89.9% 88.3% 90.9%

Rlcester Christmas Community Concert

The Greig Leisure Cengre, Alcester
=

Saburday 11°% December 202| at Tpm,

(@ )

Featuring:
Alcester Junior Drama
Alcester Male Voice Choir
Irina Chagunava (Classical pianist)
The Studio 17 Tap Dancers
Worcester Ukulele Club
With
Audience participation singing carols

Compere: David Parkes Town Crier

‘ Producer: Judith Land BEM J

(The audience is strongly encouraged to wear face coverings)

Ticket Applications:

Tickets are free for Alcester residents courtesy Alcester
Town Council. To apply please email media@alcester-tc.gov.uk giving
contact details and if you would like one or two tickets.

Closing date for applications is November 20™.

If more applications are received than tickets available, there will
be a draw and those successful will be notified by November 27,

No correspondence will be entered into regarding ticket allocation.

* www. al cesteracademy. org. uk * 01789 762285
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Ex am, Reporting & Parents©o
September 2021 6 July 2022
Year 11

MFL Mock Speaking Exams @ week commencing Monday 22 nd November 2021

GCSE Mock Exams 1 i weeks commencing Monday 29 th November & 6 th December 2021
Mock Results & Pfamhusdays6dh Jdhvaey 2022 g4-6.30pm

GCSE Mock Exams 2 i weeks beginning Monday 28 th February & 7 th March 2022

Full Report published to parents/carers A Thursday 7 th April 2022

GCSE Examinations i Monday 16 May i Tuesday 28" June 2022

(these dates are provisional and will be confirmed by the awarding bodies imminently)

GCSE Contingency Day i Wednesday 29t June 2022 - all students must be available

Year 10

Data Report published to parents/carers fi Wednesday 1st December 2021
Parent sé6 Eveni nghf Vhusdap2rhDeacembed 2024 d 4-6.30pm
Internal Exams 7 weeks commencing Monday 10t & 17t January 2022

Exam Results Report published to parents/carers fi Thursday 17 th February 2022
Internal MFL Speaking Exams A week commencing Monday 20 th June 2022

Full Report published to parents/carers fi Monday 20t June 2022

Year 9

Data Report published to parents/carers fi Wednesday 15t December 2021
Parentsd Eveni ngif VThusday2d th blardh 2022 dideb.30pm
Internal Exams fi weeks commencing Monday 28 t March & 4 th April 2022
Full Report published to parents/carers @ Friday 20 th May 2022

Data Report published to parents/carers A Monday 18" July 2022

Year 8

Full Report published to parents/carers fi Wednesday 15t December 2021
Parentsd Eveni ngf Vhusdaydnivarch 2022 6 4+6d30pm
In-class Exams fi week commencing Monday 14 t March 2022

Data Report published to parents/carers fi Thursday 7 t April 2022
Options Evening i Wednesday 4th May 2022 fi time tbc

Data Report published to parents/carers fi Monday 20t June 2022

Year 7

Attitude to Learning Report published to parents/carers i Wednesday 15t December 2021
Parentsd Eveni ngf Vhusdayld h Bebruat/12@22 d 4-6.30pm

Data Report published to parents/carers A Thursday 7 th April 2022

In-class Exams i week commencing Monday 13 th June 2022

Full Report published to parents/carers A Wednesday 20t July 2022

* www. al cesteracademy. org. uk * 01789 762285 * admin@al ceste
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Term Dates 2021 n 2022

AUTUMN TERM 2021
Autumn Term ends

SPRING TERM 2022
School closed
Spring Term begins

Half Term
Back to school

Spring Term ends (Easter)

SUMMER TERM 2022
Summer Term begins

May Bank Holiday

Half Term
Back to school

Summer Term ends

Friday 17th December 2021 at 12.40pm
Tuesday 4th January 2022

Teacher training day

Wednesday 5th January 2022

Monday 21st & Friday 25th February 2022
Monday 28th February 2022

Friday 8th April 2022

Monday 25th April 2022
Monday 2nd May 2022

Monday 30th May @& Friday 3rd June 2022
Monday 6th June 2022

Wednesday 20th July 2022 at 12.40pm

2021/2022 TERM DATES ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE

11-5pm Sat 4th Dec
at the Greig Hall!

Christmas gifts, entertainment and
hot food. Detailed programme to follow

* www. al cesteracademy. org. uk *

5t Nicholas

Christmas Market
M

In St Nicholas Church and
Church House, Alcester

Saturday 20th November 2021
10.00am until 12.30pm

Tombola, preserves, crafts,
produce, activities for children,
Christmas cards and
decorations, cakes, gifts, bric-a-
brac, raffle and refreshments

Yy Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y YYY

01789 762285 *

admi n@al cest e
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Pagl6

LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which
has clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of
children of compulsory school age are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular basis.
The Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must
attend school on every day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child who is
absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are likely to be considered as
committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.

Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil
Registration) (England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence,
the school are obliged to act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence
during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave
is granted, head teachers are able to determine the number of school days a child can be absent
for.

It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the
circumstances warrant the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence
requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent.

Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own
merits.

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required
to be in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will
be recorded as an unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the
parent(s), by way of a Fixed Penalty Notice.

Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being
issued to the parent(s).

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the
Warwickshire Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for
example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120
each, totalling £240 for both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).

Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the
matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’'s Legal Services to consider instigating
criminal proceedings under S444 Education Act 1996.

Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council's Code of
Conduct for Penalty Notices.

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire School pupils recorded 31,196 half day sessions of absence

due to holiday in the Autumn term 2019.

* www. al cesteracademy. org. uk * 01789 762285 * admin@al ceste
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SPORTS NEWS

Gymnastics

On Friday 5th  November, Laith (year 9) took part
in British Gymnastics Mens Artistic National Elite
and Club Development Grades 2021 at Telford
International Centre.

There is normally a selection process for this
competition where a gymnast has to compete in

another open competition to be selected. However,

with current climate, routines had to be filmed and
submitted for selection. Laith was selected to
represent the West Midlands with a team of 3
other boys. He competed at club level 5 on all 7
pieces of apparatus fi floor, pommel, vault, rings,
parallel bars, high bar and ppp (physical
preparation programme).

It was a tough competition against 32 other boys.
Laith produced some fantastic scores on pommel
9.350, vault 9.500 & high bar 9.100. Finishing in

the top 10 on most pieces. The club level 5 West

Midlands teams finished 6th overall out of 8 teams.

A great result!

*

SPORTS NEWS

British Gymnastics
Mens Artistic
National Elite &
Club Development
Grades 2021

* SPORTS

Laith is a very talented young gymnast and it is
great to see him receiving some wider recognition

for his skills. We wish him well for
his future gymnastic endeavours!

Bonfire Bake Off

Miss Wincupds year 7 cl

asses

have been chosen as the winners. Well done! Miss Wincup

Milo A 1st place

s BoufideyBake Qff &nd tbhede three v e

t ak

u k

www. al cesteracademy. or g.
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Mia i 2nd place Carlee i 3rd place

* www. al cesteracademy. org. uk * 01789 762285 * admin@al ceste



