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13th January 2023 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

Good afternoon. I hope that you have 

had a great week. 

  

Year 9s began our week here with a 

mature and sensible approach to their 

exams. I was thrilled to see how the 

students responded to the routine of 

these, and it bodes well for their fu-

ture. Impeccable is the word that best 

describes them all! Year 9 exams continue on 

Monday and Tuesday next week, with Wednes-

day being used as a catch-up day if required. 

Please note that during year 11 GCSE exams, 

no catch-up days are scheduled. All students 

need to be in school for every examination. The 

rest of school was calm and purposeful this 

week, I’m very pleased to say. 

  

Next week is our exam focus week as year 8s 

prepare for their exam series week beginning 

23rd January 2023. Let’s hope that year 8s ap-

proach their exams in the same committed way 

as year 9. Year 8s have received their exam 

timetable, and had their Super Six revision  

sessions in readiness for next week. 

  

Thank you to parents who attended the online 

Friends of Alcester Academy meeting last 

night. We are looking forward to planning our 

next Family Bingo event which will be on  

Friday 17th March. We will host a non-uniform 

day again on 10th March in lieu of raffle dona-

tions for this again please. This worked a treat 

for the Family Quiz Night and the collection 

will be shared with the food bank again. They 

were extremely grateful for your generosity  

before Christmas. Details will follow for you.  

 

PTA meetings can be found at:  

Friends of Alcester Academy. 

We are grateful to Shottery Girls’ 

Grammar School for hosting a visit 

from our year 10 and 11s this week. 

This has given our students some 

food for thought regarding their post 

16 choices. 

  

Skiers 

Our skiers continued to get ready for their big 

international trip, happening very soon now, 

with a trip to the Snowdome again this week. 

Thank you to the staff who support these visits 

in order that the students can get the most out 

of their time on the slopes in the USA at half 

term. 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/friends-of-alcester-academy


 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 2 

Congratulations 

To those year 11s who had external exams this 

week in iMedia and Child Development. We are 

proud of you. 

  

Smart Watches 

We would ask for your support in ensuring that the 

message service on smart watches is disabled 

whilst children are in the school building please. 

Tutors will be conveying this message to tutees. 

More and more children are using smart watches 

and if we are not careful, the functions on these 

mimic mobile phones. I insist that teaching is al-

ways a priority without staff being interrupted by 

students intercepting messages. 

  

Pick up from school 

We have previously asked but, please can you 

switch off engines as you are waiting for children 

at the end of the day. Also, please pick up from 

Gerard Road, or surrounding roads, rather than 

parking in the school car park. Huge thanks for 

this. 

  

Healthwatch Winter Survey  

Share your views with three quick questions:  

https://www.healthwatchwarwickshire.co.uk/news/

2022-12-08/winter-outreach-3-quick-questions 

  

Call us on 01926 422 823 to share your views over 

the phone or to request a paper copy of the ques-

tions. Written responses can be sent back to us at: 

FREEPOST Healthwatch Warwickshire. Further 

information about our work can be found 

at www.healthwatchwarwickshire.co.uk. 

  

Congratulations  
Alcester U16 Football 

This photo was lovely to see on twitter last week-

end. The majority of this squad are our Alcester 

Academy students. Well done lads! 

 
Visit from Nadhim Zahawi MP 

We have received notification of an MP visit to 

school in April 2023. More details will follow in  

due course. 

  

Uniform 

Nose piercings are not permitted in school.  

Students have always and will continue to be 

asked to remove these if seen. This issue takes up 

an extraordinary amount of time and often, very 

unnecessary stress. Thank you for your support. 

  

Unloved gifts and toys 

During January we are  

collecting any new, unloved 

Christmas gifts for our  

community campaign for  

December 2023. These should 

be gifts suitable for the elderly. 

 

Equally, we are happy to take 

any new, boxed toys that are 

unwanted for children in the 

community for next Christmas. With thanks. 

  

https://www.healthwatchwarwickshire.co.uk/news/2022-12-08/winter-outreach-3-quick-questions
https://www.healthwatchwarwickshire.co.uk/news/2022-12-08/winter-outreach-3-quick-questions
http://www.healthwatchwarwickshire.co.uk/


 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 3 

Thank you 

Further to my update and photo in the last edition, 

Liv’s bench arrived this week. We were pleased to 

receive this and thank Sharon and Matt, Liv’s  

parents very much indeed. They also gave the 

school a very generous financial donation. We  

will be working alongside Liv’s friends to put  

this to a fitting purpose. 

Weather Watch 

Please refer to the bulletin dated 6th January 2023 

for details of our school closure arrangements just 

in case the weather turns on us unexpected-

ly. 6.1.23_AA_Weekly_Bulletin.pdf 

(alcesteracademy.org.uk) 

  

The Diana Award 

diana-award.org.uk 

The Diana Award was 

founded on Diana, Princess 

of Wales’ belief that young 

people have the power to 

change their community, 

their country and the world. The organisation ex-

ists to empower young people to make that positive 

change. I am delighted that a group of our students 

took their first steps into training to become school 

anti-bullying ambassadors for this worthy cause 

yesterday. We will update you more as their  

journey continues. 

Can you believe it is Friday already? Wishing you 

a lovely weekend ahead. Certainly, one to blow the 

cobwebs away weather wise! 

  

Best wishes 

  

Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher—Alcester Academy 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/files/6.1.23_AA_Weekly_Bulletin.pdf
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/files/6.1.23_AA_Weekly_Bulletin.pdf
https://diana-award.org.uk/
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Useful diary dates 2023 
 

Monday 23rd January. Year 8 exams start in the hall. 

Wednesday 25th January. Year 11 Cup Match (re-scheduled) lesson 4 and 5. Top field by the turning 

circle. 

Monday 30th January. Year 10 Super Learning Day. Safe and Sound. 

Tuesday 31st January Year 7/8 Super Learning STEM Day. 

Thursday 9th February. AGS Subject Sampling Evening for year 11. 

Thursday 9th February. Year 9 Super Learning Day. Calling it Out. 

Tuesday 14th February. Year 11 History Show. 3.30pm. More details to follow. 

Wednesday 15th February. Year 11 Doctor’s Show lesson 1-4. 

Thursday 16th February. Year 9 Parents’ Evening 4-7pm School Cloud. 

Friday 17th February. Year 9 Detective workshop day. 

18-25th February International Ski Trip HALF TERM (dry ski sessions taking place this half term). 

Monday 27th February. Year 11 Mocks start (2). 

Thursday 2nd March. World Book Day. 

Week beginning 13th March. Year 10 Work Experience Week. 

14/15th March. Year 11 Practical exams for Hospitality and Catering. 

Thursday 16th March. Year 11 Geography Field Trip to Bristol. 

Friday 17th March. Bingo Family Night. 6.30pm. Hall. 

Monday 20th March. Year 8 Super Learning Day. Talking Heads. 

Tuesday 21st March. Year 11 School Photo Day. 

Thursday 23rd March. Year 10 Parent Form on Exams. Arrangements TBC. 

Thursday 30th March. Sports Awards Evening. Invited students. Details to follow. 

Friday 31st March. Early finish 12.40pm. 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  

Thursday 20th April. Year 8 Parents Evening to begin the Options Process. 

 

Various reports published throughout this term.  

This is not an exhaustive list, just a guide. 
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Epraise Leaderboard—this week 

 

Top Students—this week: 

1 Brandon 9PW 25 points 

2 Jake   9PW 24 points 

3 Annabelle  7LE 15 points 

3 Ollie   8MO 15 points 

5 Ashlyn  8MO 14 points 

6 Georgia 7WI 13 points 

6 Maisy  7WI 13 points 

6 Alex   7KA 13 points 

6 Benjamin  7LE 13 points 

6 Matthew  8NE 13 points 
 

 

Top Tutor—this week: 

1 7LE  231 points 

2 7KA  219 points 

3 7WI  218 points 

4 8MO  209 points 

5 7RA  201 points 

5 7TN  201 points 

7 11BR  182 points 

8 8NE  157 points 

9 8BI  143 points 

10 8TY  142 points 

Top Staff—this week: 

1 Mr Rossiter  415 points 

2 Mr Martin  381 points 

3 Mr Yarrington 366 points 

4 Mrs Weatherley 305 points 

5 Mr Jones  303 points 

6 Mr Moffatt  280 points 

7 Miss Burgess 208 points 

8 Mrs Stedman 205 points 

9 Mr Bastock  200 points 

10 Miss Lewis  178 points 
 

 

Top Subjects—this week: 

1 History  535 points 

2 Maths   467 points 

3 Science  426 points 

3 Art   426 points 

5 Geography  361 points 

6 French  306 points 

7 English  277 points 

8 IT   241 points 

9 PE   204 points 

10 Design Technology 113 points 

  

Wow Greville, congratulations! This week, Greville has been top of attendance and Epraise.  

However, Oversley takes the lead on our 1st week back! 

 

Congratulations to Aaryan for receiving 20 House points for Oversley after reading one million 

words. Congratulations also to Harry, Hester, and William for reaching half a million words and  

receiving 10 House points each. 

 

Top House this week: Oversley 

Top Epraise points this week: Greville 

Top attendance this week: Greville 

 

Top students on Epraise this week: 

Billesley – Ollie (8MO) 

Ragley – Jake (9PW) 

Greville – Lillia (11BR) 

Oversley – Brandon (9PW) 

Miss Lewis 
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Term Dates 2023 

 

SPRING TERM 2023 

Half Term     Monday 20th – Friday 24th February 2023 

Back to school   Monday 27th February 2023 

  

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 31st March 2023 at 12.40pm 

  

SUMMER TERM 2023 

Summer Term begins  Monday 17th April 2023 

 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 1st May 2023 

Bank Holiday   Monday 8th May 2023 

 

Half Term     Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2023 

Back to school   Monday 5th June 2023 

     

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 

Year 11 revision timetable—Spring term 
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Artwork of the Week 

Outstanding drawings from Alizee in year 7. 
Alizee has used GCSE level techniques to  
capture reflections and shadows through  

detailed pencil work, creating these beautiful 
study drawings of fruit - WOW! 

Miss Nemeshanyi 
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In science news this week... 

Brain games may be able to predict how bad your next cold 

will be 

Researchers at the University of Michigan have discovered that 

poor immune performance is linked to periods of changing cogni-

tive performance. In a study, participants were tested on their at-

tention, reaction times and ability to switch between numbers and 

letters. The volunteers were then exposed to a cold virus and asked 

to rate their symptoms.  Typically, those who reported the worst 

symptoms had inconsistent scores in the cognitive testing.  

Scientists gave penguins a mirror, and raised a lot of 

questions 

In a recent test, a waddle of 12 Adelie penguins were exposed to 

a mirror under different conditions. When in a group there was 

little reaction, but when the penguins were isolated they investi-

gated their reflections. The scientists observed “rapid movements 

of their heads, flippers or bodies...the visual attention of all the 

subject penguins was firmly on their images during the entire 

timespan”. Self-awareness may exist as a spectrum as this mir-

ror test implies, meaning new experiments may be needed to 

probe this aspect of consciousness.   

A comet not seen in 50,000 years is streaking past 

earth soon 

A newly discovered comet may soon become visible to 

the naked eye as it shoots past the earth in the coming 

weeks for the first time in 50,000 years, according to as-

tronomers. The comet, called C/2022 E3 (ZTF), was first 

spotted passing Jupiter in March last year. After travel-

ling through our solar system it will come closest to our 

sun on January 12th and pass nearest to earth on Feb-

ruary 1st. It should be easy to spot with a good pair of 

binoculars, possibly even with the naked eye, provided 

the sky is not illuminated by city lights or the moon.  

Monkeys made ancient sets of stone tools in 

Brazil 

Researchers believe that ancient stone tools discov-

ered in Brazil are the work of capuchin monkeys and 

not early humans as previously thought. Archaeolo-

gist Agustin Agnolin and palaeontologist Federico 

Agnolin say they “are confident that the early archae-

ological sites from Brazil may not be human-derived 

but may belong to capuchin monkeys”.  
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Whole School: 94.4% 

House: Greville 95% 

7WI—99.2 % 

8MO—96.8% 

9RO—99.2% 

10BW—95% 

11BR—96.1% 

 
Reporting Absences 

Parents must report any absence from school including medical appointments requiring absence, and 

any Covid related ill health leading to absence, to the student absence line by 9.30am on each day of 

absence to 01789 762285 and press 1. 

 

Where there has been no contact from parents/carers and the child remains absent without  

explanation Academy staff will make contact with parents/carers to ask the reason for absence. 

In the first instance School Comms will be used to send a message via the app or text, followed by  

contact via phone, if no response is received. Medical evidence (for example, this could be medical  

appointment cards, prescribed medication labels) can be requested to support student absences from 

school. Our Attendance Officer will follow up unexplained or concerning levels of absence as outlined 

in our Attendance Intervention Process. Mrs Paula Taylor 

Attendance News 

DT house competition 
Open to all year groups & the deadline is 31st January—any questions to Miss Wincup! 
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This week’s fixtures   

Well done to all students who have represented 

the school in fixtures this week. It has been great 

to get back to competitive sport following the 

Christmas break.  

 

Well done to year 7 basketballers for achieving 

your first win this year against Alcester  

Grammar School.  

 

Year 9 Netball v AGS and St Benedict’s @ AGS  

Year 8 Basketball v St Benedict’s @ Home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 and 8 Basketball v AGS @ AGS 

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

Next weeks confirmed fixtures: 

Monday 16th January – Year 7 Basketball v Shipston (HOME) 

Tuesday 17th January – Year 7/8 girls Basketball v Shipston (HOME) 

Wednesday 18th January – Year 9/10/11 Girls Basketball at Shottery (AWAY) 

Wednesday 18th January – Year 7 and 8 Basketball v St. Bede’s (HOME) 
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

  

Extra-curricular Sport 

Next week will move to week 2 sports clubs at both lunchtime and after school.  

Please see below for timetables for next week and any changes due to fixtures: 

Changes due to fixtures: 

No year 10/11 Basketball after school on Wednesday due to fixture. Players can attend Friday 

lunchtime to practise. 

Year 9/10/11 Netball moved to Thursday 19th January due to fixture. 

Year 9 Football on Tuesday moved to Friday after school. 


