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15th January 2021 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

 Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

Thank you for your support as we complete the 

second week of another lockdown. We continue 

to be extremely proud of how the students are 

responding to their learning from home and 

you are pivotal in supporting this process for 

us all. Every week, we get stronger in terms of 

protocols and routines. I’m grateful for your 

patience whilst we have been ironing out  

various elements of home learning again. I 

acknowledge that the students being at home 

again puts enormous pressure on households 

in different ways and I know that this is not 

ideal. Making the most out of a very difficult 

situation is appreciated very much indeed. 

  

We hope by now that the various elements to 

Google Classroom are settling down. There is a 

Google Training Room don’t forget on the web-

site that helps show you a few practical ideas 

to support you from home. We’ve also cracked a 

lot of useful functions from a teacher perspec-

tive this week that help to keep the lessons on 

track, as if we were teaching in school. We are 

expecting impeccable behaviour from home 

please in order to facilitate 

this style of teaching and we 

are contacting home straight 

away if we have cause to be 

concerned by anything said 

or done unexpectedly in  

lessons by students. It is 

absolutely unacceptable for 

students to join classrooms 

other than their own, or to 

share codes with external sources. Thanks for 

supporting this aspect for us right now. We all 

appreciate it a great deal. 

 

If a teacher posts on Google Classroom that 

they are unavailable to teach live, it may well 

be that they or their family has been affected 

by covid and I’d ask that for a short while, this 

is respected. We are all still going through the 

same issues as you at home right now in terms 

of the virus and several staff have tested  

positive since returning after Christmas. 

 

Thanks for your patience also whilst we have 

been sorting out some tutor meet links this 

week. Once these are established, we hope that 

Term Dates  

SPRING TERM 2021 

Half Term    Monday 15th – Friday 19th February 2021 

Back to school   Monday 22nd February 2021 

Spring Term ends (Easter) Thursday 1st April 2021 

 

SUMMER TERM 2021 

Summer Term begins  Monday 19th April 2021 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 3rd May 2021 

Half Term    Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 2021 

Back to school   Tuesday 8th June 2021    

Summer Term ends  Tuesday 20th July 2021 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Wednesday 21st July 2021 

    Teacher training day 
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things run smoothly for you and the students. 

  

Of great concern to me right now are those  

families in receipt of free school meals who are 

not claiming their lunch time daily fresh ‘grab 

bag’. Mrs Kirby, Office Manager has therefore 

spent a great deal of time organising supermar-

ket vouchers for those parents who wish to re-

ceive these. I’m very grateful for that. We want 

to support you at a difficult time. Mrs Kirby has 

made contact with those parents eligible. 

 

Remember that if you are struggling financially 

at present, there is a Warwickshire Welfare 

Scheme open for applications. 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/localwelfaresc

heme  

Their criteria is as follows : 

 You are a legal resident in the UK. 

 You are aged 16 or over. 

 You have no other access to funds or 

enough resources to pay for food, energy 

and water bills or other essentials. 

 Your situation poses a serious health or 

safety risk to you or your immediate fami-

ly. 

 Provided Warwickshire is your normal 

permanent place of residence, we will dis-

regard the criteria of needing to be a resi-

dent of Warwickshire for the last six 

months or three of the last five years. 

 If you are from abroad and would ordinar-

ily fail the habitual residence test for the 

purpose of welfare benefits, the scheme 

will support an application for support 

with food and energy top-ups. 

 If you are a member of the armed forces 

and do not meet residency criteria, you 

should demonstrate a strong connection to 

Warwickshire.  

Head teacher Challenge  
SHOW YOU CARE 

Please send me photographs of your 

Show You Care displays. The most  

impressive display will be deemed the 

winner. Closing date is Thursday 

21st January 2021 at 9am. Photos sent 

to head@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

  

Warwickshire  
Show You Care Campaign 

Warwickshire are encouraging 
their residents to display a pic-
ture of a heart in their window 

or share it on social media as a 
way to show that we are think-
ing of others in the pandemic. 

Displaying or sharing a heart 
can mean many things, but 

could include: 

 I care about our key  
workers 

 I care about my  
neighbours 

 I care about my  
grandparents who I  

haven’t been able to see 

 I care about missing my 
school friends and  

teachers 

Heart templates are available 
on the website: 

 https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/

showyoucare 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/localwelfarescheme
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/localwelfarescheme
mailto:head@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/showyoucare
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/showyoucare
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/showyoucare
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The photographs from last week’s challenge were 

amazing. See later on in the bulletin. The stand-

ard was just so high, I was absolutely bowled 

over. Thank you! I’ve awarded epraise points to 

all students who entered.  

 

I continue to tweet any innovative ideas or activi-

ties on the school account at this time @Alcester-

Academy. Don’t forget that the extra curricular 

activities classroom is open to all if you need  

ideas for after hours or weekends: 3p67ry6 

 

Parent Courses  
To support you right now 

Warwickshire are offering a number of parent 

courses at this time for you remotely. These can 

be accessed through the Family Information  

Service weekly bulletin, or via their website 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-

families 

As an example: 

 

Sleep Online Workshop Facilitated  
by Early Help and  

Targeted Parent Trainer Team 

 

About this Event: 

Children are rewarding, stimulating and fun,  

but looking after them can be stressful and  

challenging. 

These are two-hour interactive workshops to help 

parents understand the importance of routines 

and boundaries for children and how to develop 

and implement them at home reducing stress and 

helping to create a more cooperative home life. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/warwickshire-

children-and-families-17595309993 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Year 7 Contact 

If you are a new parents to Alcester Academy at 

this time, please contact us as needed if we can 

support you in any way with learning from home. 

Our existing parents know that they can do this 

(hopefully!) and we are keen that you don’t worry 

or struggle unnecessarily at this time. 

  

Year 8 Options 

We are very 

aware that un-

der normal 

school circum-

stances, year 8s 

would be prepar-

ing for their KS4 

options at this 

time. Because of the lockdown last year and now 

again, we have discussed our concerns with Gov-

ernors regarding this and staff are currently con-

sulting on the best route forward for students. We 

will update parents very soon regarding this. 

  

Immunisations – Year 9 

If your child is leaving home to have their routine 

immunisation soon, do not worry, LSU will  

update teachers so that they are aware who will 

be missing from the real time lessons. 

  

Year 10 Exams 

Teachers are continuing to prepare year 10s for 

their internal exams. We aim to deliver these  

exams as soon as a return to school might allow 

and parents will be kept updated. 

  

Year 11 update 

Despite announcing that school will be part of a 

consultation this week regarding how the sum-

mer term centre assessed grades will be awarded, 

we have heard nothing yet. We are still unaware 

of what evidence will be required by schools. 

Headlines have muted the thought of ‘mini  

exams’ or testing this week. As we hear more, we 

will update you and I can only apologise to our 

year 11s right now for the uncertainty. The  

message continues to be ‘keep going’ please.   

 

A big shout out to those year 11s that sat external 

exams this week in iMedia and Childcare and for 

taking part in their lateral flow tests first to be 

able to do this safely. 

  

 

mailto:@AlcesterAcademy
mailto:@AlcesterAcademy
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-families
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-families
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/warwickshire-children-and-families-17595309993
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/warwickshire-children-and-families-17595309993
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We absolutely cannot do this right now without 

your support. I want to thank you all sincerely for 

the encouragement that you are giving the stu-

dents from home. I hope that your loved ones are 

beginning to feel safer as the vaccines are rolled 

out more widely and that we won’t be in this posi-

tion for longer than is needed.  My own dad got 

his first vaccine today and I’m hoping it won’t be 

long before I can give him a great big hug again 

or sit in my family home for a cuppa. March was a 

long time ago and the garden is rather chilly right 

now! 

 

As ever, we are here for 

you in whatever way we 

can support right now.  

Please reach out as  

needed. 

 

Wishing you all a safe and 

relaxing weekend ahead. 

I’ll be in touch again 

next Tuesday. 

 

Best wishes 

Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher 

Students who are 

struggling right 

now at home 

 
Please encourage students 

who need some school contact 

to email us:  

lsusupport@alcesteracademy

org.uk  

The LSU staff team are 

working in school and can 

respond positively. 

MFL Idiom of the Week 

English: Once bitten, twice shy 

French: Chat échaudé craint l’eau froide 

Literal meaning: The scalded cat fears cold water 

German: Gebranntes Kind scheut das Feuer 

Literal meaning: Burned child shies away from fire  

mailto:lsusupport@alcesteracademyorg.uk
mailto:support@alcesteracademyorg.uk
mailto:support@alcesteracademyorg.uk
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epraise week ending 14.1.21 

 

Congratulations to the Top Three Students: 

1st—Jack—Year 7 NEW ENTRY 

2nd—Maya—Year 7  NEW ENTRY 

3rd—Isabelle— 9WA STANDING FIRM 

 

Topping the charts in other years: 

Year 8—Josh NEW ENTRY 

Year 10—Dan STANDING FIRM 

Year 11—Archie STANDING FIRM 

 

Top Tutor Groups: 

1st—7HT 
2nd—7TY 
3rd—7BW NEW ENTRY 

7BW just crept passed 7NE and 9WA to take third place this week. Still very exciting!  

9WA slipped in to 8th position with 8BL showing an increased energy moving into 7th place.  

In other year groups, 10SO takes 9th position and 11BR is in 11th place! 

 
 

Top Subject and Staff: 

Science leads as a subject again this week. Go science! 

 

Mr Bastock leads on the staff board. 

 

Billesley is streets ahead on house points!  

Come on Ragley, Oversley and Greville. 

 

Well done everyone! 

Mrs Mellors 

epraise news 
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Headteacher Work of the Week 

Headteacher Work of the Week is from Esther, year 8. Esther has been 
working on an adaptations and competitions board game during her 
virtual science lessons with Miss Taylor.  
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Community Rapid Test 

Centre - Coronavirus 
  

 

You can now book rapid testing at the The Other 

Place Theatre, Royal Shakespeare Company,  

Stratford-upon-Avon. 

 

Please click the following link:  

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/stratford-upon-

avon-covid-community-testing-32080684767 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/stratford-upon-avon-covid-community-testing-32080684767
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/stratford-upon-avon-covid-community-testing-32080684767
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Elevate parent webinar  
The first Elevate parent webinar of the term is next Tuesday 

19th January at 6pm. It will be focusing on student motivation, 

giving parents ways to help keep their children motivated during 

school closures. 

 

The webinar series is completely free for parents at Alcester 

Academy. The complete schedule of webinars for this term to 

support parents as much as possible during lockdown is: 

 

Tuesday 19th January:  

Increasing and Sustaining Motivation 

Tuesday 9th February:  

Stress & Wellbeing 

Tuesday 2nd March:  

Preparing for Assessments 

Tuesday 23rd March:  

Managing Technology and Distractions 

 

Parents will also be sent the replay link if they have registered so 

if they miss it live, they can still access it. 

 

The details of next Tuesday’s webinar are as follows: 

Managing Motivation: How to boost and sustain 

your child’s motivation during lockdown 

Date: Tuesday 19th January 2021 

Time: 6:00 – 7:00pm 

Registration link: https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register 

Following on from our Elevate Education pro-

gramme, that started last term, we are pleased to 

begin to roll out the next stage of the programme.  

Given the new style of education we find ourselves 

in, we have amended the Parental Programme to 

support the current teaching provision. They will 

be delivering several online live sessions to  

support parents and boost students' learning in 

lockdown. A full breakdown of the webinar  

programme is above.  Please make sure that you 

register using the link provided below.  

Mr Bastock 

https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register
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I am challenging year 7 to read and significantly 

improve their AR quizzing between now and the 

end of lockdown, whenever that may be! 

There will of course be chocolate for those that do! 

So, today I will print off a list of everybody's word 

counts and I will compare it to a new list at the end 

of lockdown - those who have significantly 

improved their word count by passing AR quizzes 

will be rewarded - happy reading everyone! 

Remember  

If you don't have access to physical books, you have 

access to myON.  

https://www.myon.co.uk/login/index.html 

 

Accelerated Reading can be accessed here:    

https://ukhosted26.renlearn.co.uk/1893467/  

 

Mrs Hands 

LRC News 

Year 7 Reading Challenge 

Useful Contacts Sheet 

Headteacher 

Mrs Sarah Mellors head@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

 

Student Learning 

Mrs W Woodman is overseeing student productivity, teaching and learning. wendywoodman@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

 

Student Welfare 

Miss K Buckthorp oversees student welfare. karenbuckthorp@alcesteracademy.org.uk  

Miss Buckthorp is also our designated safeguarding lead. 

 

Curriculum Leads 

Lead ICT—Mr P Anderson peteanderson@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Lead Maths—Miss K Elliott kayleighelliott@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Lead PE —Mr J Powell jamespowell@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Lead Science — Miss D Burgess DebbieBurgess@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Lead Performing Arts — Mr L Hall liamhall@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Lead English — Mr N Cooke nickcooke@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Lead Art & Design — Mr J Yarrington jamesyarrington@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Lead Geography — Ms H Stedman helenstedman@alcesteracademy.org.uk   

Lead History — Mr G Rossiter garethrossiter@alcesteracademy.org.uk  

Lead MFL — Mrs Z Weatherley zoeweatherley@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

For Philosophy or Theology enquiries, please contact an SLT member 

SEND 

Mrs A Bush is supporting our students with SEND in conjunction with our specialist teachers.  

anitabush@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

 

Attendance 

Mrs J Hodges is overseeing daily attendance. Please call in by 9.30am if your child is ill.  

jackieHODGES@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

 

IT Enquiries 

For IT enquiries, please make contact with Lourdes IT at distancelearningenquiries@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

 

General Enquiries 

General enquiries can go to admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk  

https://www.myon.co.uk/login/index.html
https://ukhosted26.renlearn.co.uk/1893467/
mailto:head@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:wendywoodman@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:karenbuckthorp@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:peteranderson@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:kayleighelliott@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:jamespowell@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:DebbieBurgess@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:liamhall@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:nickcooke@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:jamesyarrington@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:helenstedman@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:garethrossiter@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:zoeweatherley@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:sabrinasacco@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:anitabush@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:jackieHODGES@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:distancelearningenquiries@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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The winners this week are: 

KS3 – Alice-Mae 

KS4 – Bea   

Congratulations! 

 

These two students will be entered for an End of Lockdown  
prize draw to win a voucher. 

And epraise points have been awarded to all the students who entered.  

 

Blown away! 

Mrs Mellors 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 14 

Artwork of the Week 

We have got a fabulous collection of artwork this week from our year 7's who 
have been exploring artists that draw or paint natural forms. Some very  
creative outcomes from students with limited resources.  Well done!  

Jess L 

Grace 
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Jess H 

Diego 
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Chloe 

Katherine 

Faith 
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Two excellent examples of year 8 surrealist collages from Katie and Lucas.  
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Our year 9 students have been busy investigating their  
ancestors’ roles in conflict, with some amazing results.  
Images from Maisie and George. 
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Need IT support?  Try Lourdes IT as a student or parents: 

 
Call: 01527 376 068 

Email: studenthelp@lourdesit.org.uk 

Live Chat and Self Help: https://help.lourdesit.org.uk 

Or make queries through:  distancelearningqueries@alcesteracademy.org.uk  

Food Technology Star of the Week 

Thomas in year 7, has made a fruit salad and a tuna pasta salad for his 
family this week. And now Thomas is planning on baking some savoury 
scones next week. Great practical work on lunchbox snacks!  

mailto:studenthelp@lourdesit.org.uk
https://help.lourdesit.org.uk
mailto:distancelearningqueries@alcesteracademy.org.uk

