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15th May 2026 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dear parents and carers, 

  

Good afternoon. I hope 

that you have had a  

productive week. 

  

Year 11s have entered 

into their full exam  

season this week with 

energy and enthusiasm.  

I couldn’t ask for greater 

commitment from them all. Year 11 Saturday 

School tomorrow focuses on English from  

9-11am. I continue to be grateful to staff for 

giving up their time to run these sessions. 

  

Thank you all, as parents and carers, for your 

support this week with a return to the girls 

wearing tights. This is appreciated very much 

indeed. We will review this situation again in 

the warmer weather. Skirt lengths remain our 

‘Back to Basics’ focus for next week. 

  

Opportunities in school this week have included 

various trips for KS4 students to Worcester 

University, some of our DT students went to 

Birmingham and then year 9 went to K.E.S in 

Stratford upon Avon to hear from the very  

successful author, Jonathan Stroud. This was  

a Three Rivers Alliance event. More detail  

follows later. 

  

Assemblies have focussed around the theme of 

mental health awareness. We all wore a splash 

of green yesterday to show 

the students our support for 

this. In my assembly, I gave 

students reminders of sup-

port that they can access to 

help them get through difficult situations.  

The slides, including these suggestions, can  

be accessed on the website:   

www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/personal-

development/pastoral-support- 

 

What’s inside this week... 

Page 4  Broadening Horizons: Year 10 University Visit  

Page 6  Year 9 Students Meet Award-Winning Author Jonathan Stroud  

Page 12 Sports News 

http://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/personal-development/pastoral-support-
http://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/personal-development/pastoral-support-
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Uniform Supply – for 2026/27 

For September 2026, our uniform supplier will 

continue to be Price & Buckland— 

www.price-buckland.co.uk/alcester-academy 

We have found their service and quality of their 

garments to be superior in nature. I do hope that 

you all feel the same. There is an option for you to 

order uniform items to be delivered to school,  

totally free of charge remember. 

 

Miss Buckthorp has then worked extremely hard 

to secure a new second provider who will be on 

board with us in the Autumn term. Some uniform 

items may be available to purchase from them 

before we break up in the summer. 

 

With the deepest regret, we are no longer endors-

ing the National School Wear Centre in Alcester 

as a supplier of our uniform. I appreciate that this 

has been convenient for most parents and carers 

in the past, and I feel very disappointed not to be 

able to be in partnership with them moving for-

ward. 

  

Non branded items that you can purchase from 

any outlet include: 

• Tailored mid grey trousers for girls and 

boys (or shorts in the summer). 

• Blue school shirts and polos in the summer 

term 

Essential branded items are: 

• School blazer 

• School tie, PE top and skort or shorts 

 

We will be holding a pre-loved uniform sale before 

we break up in July. The date for this will be  

confirmed very soon. 

  

National Walk To School Week 

Next week is National 

Walk to School Week. 

If you do drive your 

child to school when 

they could walk, why 

not encourage this? 

 

 

Growing Up in an Online World 

We are all aware of the growing use of technology 

in today’s world. Technology has it pros and cons, 

but we cannot escape that it is here, and it will 

have an impact on all children and families. 

 

Should you wish to respond, the government have 

released a consultation as the next step to ensure 

children’s experiences online are safe and to  

understand how technology impacts children’s 

wellbeing: 

Growing up in the online world: a national consul-

tation - GOV.UK 

  

  

Good Luck 

Good luck to our Young Bakers in Alcester tomor-

row for the Food Festival Competition. Pop and 

see them between 1pm and 3.30pm. Thanks to  

Mr Tuckey and Miss Buckthorp for their time in 

advance. 

Next week, we have National Numeracy Day, our 

year 9 students are visiting the Leicester Triangle 

as part of the school’s Equality, Diversity & Inclu-

sion (EDI) work, some of our year 8s are having a 

Holocaust experience workshop, and we have our 

charity coin race on Friday. 

 

The MFL trip to Paris leaves at the end of next 

week and we wish everyone a safe and memorable 

time. 

  

As a reminder, we do break up at 3.25pm on  

Friday 22nd May for one week. 

  

Wishing you a lovely weekend ahead. 

 

Kind regards 

Sarah Mellors—Headteacher 

https://price-buckland.co.uk/alcester-academy
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/growing-up-in-the-online-world-a-national-consultation?utm_source=Dynamics%20365%20Customer%20Insights%20-%20Journeys&utm_medium=email&utm_term=N%2FA&utm_campaign=Children%20and%20young%20people%20bulletin%3A%20A
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/growing-up-in-the-online-world-a-national-consultation?utm_source=Dynamics%20365%20Customer%20Insights%20-%20Journeys&utm_medium=email&utm_term=N%2FA&utm_campaign=Children%20and%20young%20people%20bulletin%3A%20A
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This week, year 10 students were given the excit-

ing opportunity to visit University of Worcester as 

part of Alcester Academy’s commitment to raising 

aspirations and broadening students’ horizons for 

the future. 

 

During the visit, students were able to experience 

university life first-hand, explore the wide range 

of courses available, and gain a greater under-

standing of higher education opportunities. The 

day included a guided tour of the St John’s Cam-

pus, where students saw the impressive facilities 

and student accommodation. 

Students also took part in a variety of engaging 

team-building activities, including an escape 

room-style challenge, which encouraged collabora-

tion, communication, and problem-solving skills, 

before returning to school. 

 

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to the 

university team for welcoming us so warmly and 

for providing such a valuable insight into univer-

sity life and future pathways for our students. 

 

Miss Bartlett—Careers Coordinator 

Broadening Horizons: Year 10 University Visit  



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * X @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 5 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * X @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 6 

On Thursday, year 9 had the 

opportunity to join together with 

our Three Rivers Alliance 

schools for an exciting author 

visit from Jonathan Stroud. Jon-

athan Stroud is the author of 

several internationally bestsel-

ling and award-winning novels, 

including the Bartimaeus series, 

Lockwood & Co. (now adapted 

into a number-one Netflix se-

ries), and The Outlaws Scarlett 

& Browne. 

 

Held at K.E.S in Stratford, Jon-

athan shared his insights as a 

fictional writer. He talked about 

his journey into writing, the in-

spiration behind characters and 

the publishing process—he even 

shared behind the scenes images 

from the Netflix series set! 

Jonathan then shared how he 

would draw his characters to 

help him visualise them in his 

narrative, and we also got an 

insight into the costume that he 

would imagine one of his charac-

ters wearing. Of course, we also 

had the privilege of listening to 

him read an exert from one of 

his novels.  

 

At the end of the session, some 

of our students got the chance to 

meet him and have their  

Lockwood books signed. 

 

Jonathan Stroud top tip: when 

writing a fictional novel, start 

with the character that you 

want to base your novel on, and 

then be creative from there and 

see where it takes you! 

 

This was an engaging and pow-

erful opportunity for the Alli-

ance and our year 9 students 

really did us proud. 

 

Miss Lewis 

Year 9 Students Meet Award-Winning Author Jonathan Stroud  
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SUMMER TERM 2026 

Half Term     Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 2026 

Back to school   Monday 1 June 2026    

Summer Term ends  Friday 17 July 2026 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Monday 20 July 2026—Teacher training day 

AUTUMN TERM 2026 

School closed    Tuesday 1 September—Teacher training day 

Autumn Term begins  Years 7 and 11 only Wednesday 2 September  

     Years 8, 9 and 10 only Thursday 3 September  

All students back   Friday 4 September 2026 

Half term     Monday 26 – Friday 30 October 2026 

Back to school    Monday 2 November 2026 

Autumn Term ends   Thursday 17 December 2026 at 12.40pm 

School closed    Friday 18th December 2026—Teacher training day 

Alcester Academy Term Dates 
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Students enjoyed an exciting 

and inspiring educational trip to 

South & City College Birming-

ham, where we explored the im-

pressive Fashion and Textile 

facilities. The visit gave us a fan-

tastic insight into the creative 

opportunities available within 

the fashion industry and allowed 

us to experience a professional 

learning environment firsthand. 

 

One of the highlights of the day 

was watching the end of year 

fashion show, which showcased 

outstanding work from Level 1, 

2, and 3 students. The collec-

tions featured a fascinating mix 

of themes, styles, and creative 

ideas, demonstrating the talent, 

imagination, and hard work of 

the students. From bold contem-

porary designs to detailed textile 

work, the show was both inspir-

ing and memorable for everyone 

who attended. 

 

During our time in Birmingham, 

students also carried out valua-

ble primary research by visiting 

popular fashion retailers includ-

ing Zara and Primark. This al-

lowed us to investigate current 

fashion trends, visual merchan-

dising, fabric choices, and target 

audiences, helping to support 

our own coursework and design 

ideas. 

 

To finish the day, we visited  

the famous Fancy Silk Store— 

all four floors of it! Students  

explored a huge variety of  

fabrics, trims, and materials, 

gaining further inspiration for 

future projects and learning 

more about the importance of 

textiles within fashion design. 

 

Overall, the trip was an enjoya-

ble, educational, and highly in-

spiring experience that gave stu-

dents a deeper understanding of 

the fashion and textile industry 

while encouraging creativity and 

new ideas for their own work. 

 

Miss Wincup 

Students Inspired by Birmingham Fashion Show & Textile Visit  



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * X @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 9 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * X @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 10 

Positive Points Leaderboard 

8th May—14th May 2026 

Top Students: 

1  Sophia 7TN Greville 14 points 

2 Lucy  7TN Billesley 13 points 

2 Oscar  10YA Ragley 13 points 

4 William 7WI Billesley 12 points 

4 Charlotte 7WI Oversley 12 points 

6 Liv  10YA Greville 11 points 

 

Top Tutor: 

1 7WI  160 points 

2 7TN  128 points 

3 8RA  122 points 

4  7PA  120 points 

5 9NA  116 points 

 

Top Staff: 

1 Mr Hall  480 points 

2 Mr Yarrington 349 points 

3 Miss Lewis  248 points 

  

Top Subjects: 

1 Maths  339 points 

2 English 321 points 

3 Art    208 points 

  

Top House: 

1 Billesley 498 points 

2 Greville 487 points 

3 Ragley 479 points 

4 Oversley 466 points 
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Whole School Attendance  
this week is 94.1% 

 

Top Tutors attendance this 
week:  

11LE with 100% attendance 

11MR with 98.5% attendance 

8BW with 98.5% attendance 

7WI with 98.5% attendance 
 

Attendance Updates 

If your child will be absent from school, please  

notify our Attendance Officer, Ms Louise Hatcher, 

with the reason before 8.50am each day.  

You can do this via: 

 

 MCAS App—medical appointments  

and absences can be reported  

through the app 

 SchoolComms 

 Phone: 01789 762285 

 Email: 

louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

 

We kindly ask parents and carers to remind stu-

dents who are leaving for appointments during the 

school day to come to the office a few minutes early 

so they can sign out promptly. Thank you for your 

cooperation. 

 

Ms Louise Hatcher—Attendance Officer 

Academic attainment  

High attendance is directly linked to better results. 

Primary students with 95–100% attendance have 

30% higher odds of reaching expected standards in 

reading, writing, and maths, with even higher im-

pact in secondary school. 

 

Preventing Persistent Absence 

Anything below 95% is considered "not good 

enough" and may require intervention. Dropping 

below 90% is classified as persistent absence, limit-

ing a child's chance of success. 

 

Cumulative loss of learning 

95% attendance means missing about 9-10 days 

per academic year. While this is the acceptable 

standard, any further absences drastically reduce 

the chances of reaching target grades. 

 

 

Future earnings and opportunities 

Missing school affects long-term prospects. Persis-

tently absent secondary pupils could earn £10,000 

less at age 28 compared to those with near-perfect 

attendance. 

 

Social development 

Regular attendance helps students build lasting 

friendships, confidence with peers, and familiarity 

with routines. 

 

If your child is struggling to be in school regularly, 

please take time to talk to them over the Easter 

break and see what barriers they feel are impact-

ing them. We hold regular support meetings with 

parents and students to look at the support availa-

ble to ensure regular attendance. 

 

Ms Louise Hatcher—Attendance Officer 

Key reasons why 95% attendance is important to Alcester Academy 
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Student Spotlight 

Will, Year 11 (Athletics) 

Congratulations to year 11 student, Will who won 

the Warwickshire Schools combined events com-

petition, which took place on Wednesday and 

Thursday of last week. It was fitting for Will to 

take victory at the end of his study at the Acade-

my and be crowned number 1 in Warwickshire, 

following 5 years of outstanding representation 

within athletics. We wish Will good luck as he 

now goes on to represent the Warwickshire team 

in further competition at the end of June. 

This Week’s Sport 

U13 and U15 Girls Tennis v AGS 

Well done to all girls who were selected to repre-

sent the Academy in a tennis fixture versus AGS 

last week. With so many of our girls playing up an 

age group at either U13 or U15, there were some 

impressive performances on court with our teams 

recording wins in 8 of the 12 matches played. 

 

** SPORTS NEWS *** SPORTS NEWS ** 
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** SPORTS NEWS *** SPORTS NEWS ** 

At the end of last week some of 

our rugby students enjoyed a 

brilliant night of rugby and were 

lucky to experience a trip to 

Kingsholm Stadium, the home of 

Gloucester Rugby.  

 

The trip started with some 

coaching for players on the King-

sholm pitch before a player ques-

tion and answer session with 

two of Gloucester’s first team 

players—Ben Redshaw and  

Josh Basham.  

Students then enjoyed being 

part of the pitch parade before 

the match, before sitting back to 

watch the entertaining fixture 

with Gloucester taking on Sale 

Sharks and recording a 21-15 

victory after a slow start. 

A Fantastic Night with Gloucester Rugby for our Students  
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Lunchtime Sports 

Afterschool Clubs 
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