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15th July 2022  

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

  

Good afternoon. What a glorious 

week weather wise! We have had to 

keep a close eye on the rising tem-

peratures, but it has most definitely 

been an indication that the summer 

break is not far away. As a reminder 

we break up on  Tuesday 19th  July at 

3.25pm. Pick up will operate as nor-

mal. There will be no need for a one 

way road system.  

  

The week started 

here with Motiva-

tional Monday.  

I hope that many of 

you had some uplift-

ing emails from 

staff to recognise 

the hard work of our students.  

 

On Tuesday, our  

students were invited 

to hear more about 

our next school  

performance of The 

Greatest Showman.  

I cannot wait! The  

Performing Arts team 

held workshops  

followed by auditions 

today. It is very tense, to say the 

least, in this department as our stu-

dents have been warming up and pre-

paring with all of their might. Good 

luck to all of our potential cast mem-

bers. The performances are planned 

for November time.  

 

Yesterday we had one of my  

favourite days of the year; Sports Day 

2022. It was Mr Powell's 30th  ever 

Sports Day and so it was rather a special one.   

It was an absolute privilege to be with the stu-

dents for the day and to see their triumphs and 

some tribulations, sadly. This is one of the only 

times in the year where we see the whole school 

together. The support from peer to peer this 

year was absolutely incredible. Such a proud 

day for the whole team.  
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I have had the privilege of signing some  

outstanding year 7 reports this week. What an end 

to the year! Well done to all our 7s on a great start 

to secondary school. Thank you!  

  

Civic Service 

Last Saturday, I was privileged to attend the 

Mayorõs Civic Service at St Nicholasõ Church. 

Three of our year 10 students spoke about the 

+Five project that we have been supporting on  

behalf of the mayorõs charity. I was so proud to 

hear what Louis, Kaitlyn and Lilia had to say. We 

hope that this pilot will be extended to a national 

initiative in time.  

Thank you to Miss Buckthorp for attending the 

first Town Council Climate Change group on  

behalf of the school this week.  

I am also very grate-

ful to the Mayor for  

attending a year 7  

assembly this week to 

present Shannon with 

her Clean Air prize 

for her recent winning 

video and watching 

our students perform 

their community 

sketch again from 

Celebration Evening.  

D of E Bronze 

Congratulations to our Bronze D of E students who 

braved the temperatures last weekend. Good luck 

to the Silvers who complete their assessed walk 

this weekend. Allowances have been made for the 

hot conditions for our students and Iõm grateful to 

the staff team who led the students out at 5am to-

day! Special thanks go to Mrs Evason for leading 

her final expedition with the Venture Outdoor 

Team. I am very grateful to Mrs Evason for the 

years that she has given to D of E and I know that 

our qualifying students would all say the same.  
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Trips Day 

We have written to you all separately regarding 

the trips that are due out on Monday 18th  July. 

Sadly, these cannot be cancelled based on the 

weather, due to financial losses that parents will 

incur as a result. We have liaised very carefully 

with the theme parks involved to be sure that we 

are keeping the students as safe as is possible  

under the situation. I regret that our decision to 

continue with the trips on Monday hasnõt met  

with every parentsõ agreement. 

 

There wonõt be a bulletin next week, but I will 

tweet the photos of the trips day for you all 

@AlcesterAcademy. 

  

New tutor groups for September 2022 

Letters have gone out this week to indicate your 

childõs tutor for September with their contact de-

tails.  

 

 

 

 

Pre-loved uniform 

Thank you to the LSU team, 

Sharon Matthews and parent 

Mrs Lee, for helping to support 

our pop up shop this week. We 

were very grateful to receive 

good quality uniform donations 

from parents in order to do this. 

Whilst stocks were limited at 

our shop, I am delighted to say 

that it was possible to purchase 

a full uniform for September, 

including PE kit. This came to 

just under £30 for both sets. 

WOW! 

 

We will add to the website un-

der ôuniformõ how parents can 

access pre-loved items throughout the year and 

then try to hold larger sales events at the end of 

the academic year again. Year 6 parents can be 

involved in the summer then too! Please keep  

donating unwanted old uniform that is in good  

condition. Thanks such a lot.  
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Summer ideas?  

I have posted ideas for various summer activities 

and clubs on twitter for your interest. See 

@AlcesterAcademy. 

 

Several venues are giving significant discounts on 

meals for children over the summer.  

Asdaõs offer is absolutely amazing. They will feed 

children over the summer without adults having to 

purchase anything at all. Thank you Asda!  

 

The Depot in Alcester is kindly feeding children for 

free each Wednesday over the summer again. We 

are very grateful for this and to the volunteers who 

make this happen.  

 

Alcester Baptist Church  
summer support 

The Baptist Church are also launching a new com-

munity fridge on 25th July. The opening times are 

not finalised yet but will be advertised on social 

media in the next week or so.  

Email: alcesterfridges@gmail.com  

Stratford Foodbank Update 

From Saturday 16 July, for the summer, the Satur-

day donation opening hours are 9.30 -11.30am at 

the Fred Winter Centre. The Monday and Wednes-

day times remain unchanged at 2 -4pm. Outside 

these times - two collection baskets are in the en-

trance area of the Fred Winter Centre (CV37 6QY)  
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Other Foodbank Sessions 

Alcester Methodist church (by the entrance to 

Waitrose carpark)  

 

Friday             2:00 ð 3:30 pm 

 

Studley Methodist church (Alcester Road, opposite 

corner of Castle Road to Tesco express) 

 

Tuesday         2:00 ð 3:30 pm 

 

Mrs Kirby, Office Manager has kindly circulated 

the details of how to obtain food over the summer 

to those parents in receipt of free school meals as 

well.  

 

Money worries? 

Please go to 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/moneyanddebt  

which might have 

some support and 

help routes.  

 

 

 

Year 6 Summer School 

 

We are looking forward to seeing many of our year 

6 children on Monday 25th July for the week. How 

exciting!  

 

Year 10 summer work 

Year 10 teachers have provided some preparation 

for year 11. Please see these ideas on Google  

Classroom for subjects .  

 

Thanks to the year 10 science group who have  

arranged to meet with me about their recycling 

ideas! Fantastic.  

 

Open Water Swimming 

Please speak to your children 

about the dangers that open  

water can present as we see the  

temperatures soar this weekend.  

 

https://www.safekids.org/blog/five -

hidden -hazards -open-water  

 

https://www.rlss.org.uk/pages/category/open -water -

safety-tips  

 

 

Be aware of:  

¶ The shock of cold water can make swimming 

difficult and increase the difficulty in getting 

out of the water  

¶ Lack of safety equipment and increased  

difficulty for rescue  

¶ The height of the fall or jump if tombstoning  

¶ The depth of the water ð this changes and is 

unpredictable  

¶ Underwater objects and hazards may not be 

visible  

¶ Obstacles or other people in the water  

¶ Strong currents can rapidly sweep people 

away 

¶ Uneven banks and river beds  

¶ Water quality, eg. toxic algal blooms and  

industrial/agricultural pollution  

  

 

Custard Recruitment 

A big shout out to our friends at Custard for help-

ing us to be fully staffed for September and helping 

to find us some amazing new team members yet 

again! Thank you so much. 

https://www.custardrecruitment.co.uk/  

 

Mrs O Shea, St Nicholasô Primary 
School 

We are all sending our very best 

wishes to Mrs O Shea for a superb 

last week at school before her  

retirement begins. Thank you for 

everything that you have done for 

our children Karen. We wish you a 

very peaceful and relaxing  

retirement. (Yes parents, our secret 

mission will happen next week!).  

 

Thank you Governors 

I am taking this opportunity to thank Mike Dean 

and the Governing Body for their generous support 

and time again this year. Without this, many of the 

decisions in school might otherwise be delayed, or 

procedures not kept up to date. I am sure that the 

summer gives them a rest from all of my queries 

and requests! Wishing them all a relaxing break.  

  

SLT updated Governors in our last meeting of the 

year this week on some of the new ideas growing 

for September. This includes the revised look at 

homework, KS3 target setting, bringing back a 

school PTA and relaunching the House System 

ôHarry Potterõ style. I look forward to updating you 

on these things when we return to school.  
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Thank you staff 

I wish to overwhelmingly thank the entire staff 

team for a challenging yet wonderfully rewarding 

year at the Academy again. Can I put those two 

words together in a logical sentence I wonder? 

Without the staff responding so positively to the 

needs of the students, again, our children would 

simply not get the vast array of opportunities of-

fered to them in and outside the classroom. I wish 

the entire staff a peaceful and relaxing summer. I 

hope they return feeling refreshed and ready for 

our new term.  

 

Can we improve things? Always!  I do know that 

every member of staff has the best intentions for 

our students. I cannot ask for more.  

 

Special thanks goes to SLT for their hard work this 

year too. Letõs hope that we can all stay away from 

accidents and illness next year. Iõm very blessed 

that we are all back to a healthier status.  

  

And so, we move into the last few days of this aca-

demic year. Where did that go then? It has been an 

absolute joy and privilege to lead the school during 

this year again. I am thrilled that most activities 

returned to normal after the lockdowns and we 

have managed to see the students at their very 

best throughout this year.  

I will be away from school for a period over the 

summer and therefore may not respond to you in 

my usual timeline if you email me. Thank you for 

your understanding. Iõm looking forward to my 

first proper break away after several years of not 

being able to do this. Iõm sure that many of you are 

too. The details of safeguarding support over  

summer will be on our website homepage over the 

holiday, and I published these details in last 

weekõs bulletin for you also. 

  

I shall write to you next week with a few key  

reminders before we break up.  

  

All that remains for now is to wish you the loveli-

est summer. Please stay safe and relax. Iõm very 

excited to see the children refreshed and ready to 

get going again in September.   Huge thanks for 

everything that you all do to work with us.  

  

Best wishes  

  

Sarah Mellors  

Headteacher  
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We would like to offer all MFL students at  

Alcester Academy the opportunity to enter this 

competition. Information and instructions have 

been placed on all Google Classrooms for French 

and German students. There are some lovely 

challenges. The more you complete determines 

which certificate you will achieve. Please bring 

any work to your MFL teacher in September!  

Routes into Languages - Language immersion summer holiday challenge 

Former student support 

The MFL faculty would like to thank former 

student Louisa for supporting with MFL  

lessons over the last few weeks. She has been 

an asset to our faculty and students have  

appreciated spending time with her.  

 

She said: ôI have thoroughly enjoyed doing 

work experience in the MFL department over 

the past 5 weeks. I have been lucky enough to 

work with 7 different classes of different year 

groups and have learnt so much from staff and 

students. Being here has inspired me to pursue 

my dream of teaching languages.õ 
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Epraiseñwhole year results  

 

Top Studentsðthe whole year: 

1 Jack   8HL  427 points  

2 Molly   7HT  417 points  

3 Tibault  7SI 353 points  

4 Luke   10AN  349 points  

5 Fleur   7SI 345 points  

6 Lottie  7WI  337 points  

7 Ted   10AN  333 points  

8  Harry   7TY 329 points  

9 Shannon 7RA 325 points  

10 Tom   7WI  314 points  
 
 

Top Tutorðthe whole year: 

1 7HT   6096 points  

2 7RA  5772 points  

3 7SI  5663 points  

4 7WI   5627 points  

5 8SO  5062 points  

6 7TY  4968 points  

7 8PK  4900 points  

8 8HL   4896 points  

9 9BW  4258 points  

10 8PW  4214 points  

Top Staffðthe whole year: 

1 Mr Bastock   10,704 points  

2 Mr Yarrington  9910 points  

3 Mr Bowater   9035 points  

4 Mr Martin   7015 points  

5 Miss Lewis   6840 points  

6 Mrs Powell   5571 points  

7 Miss Burgess  5546 points  

8 Mrs Mellors   4278 points  

9 Mrs Stedman  4041 points  

10 Miss Heitmuller  3842 points  
 

 

Top Subjectsðthe whole year: 

1 Maths    15,946 points  

2 Science  14,032 points  

3 Geography  12,997 points  

4 Art    10,534 points  

5 English   10,232 points  

6 IT    6226 points  

7 PE   5098 points  

8 French   3714 points  

9 German   3672 points  

10 History   2889 points  
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Year 7                 Year 8                 Year 9                 Year 10                Whole School 

90.8%                   92.2%                 92.4%                  90.3%                     89.6% 

School Attendance ð up to 14.7.22 

  

This week's top tutor groups  

7SI & 7TY, 8PW, 9BL and 10AN  ñ Well done! Mrs Hodges  
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Term Dates 

SUMMER TERM 2022    

Summer Term ends    Tuesday 19th July 2022 at 3.25pm  

 

AUTUMN TERM 2022  

School closed  

Teacher training days    Monday 5th & Tuesday 6th September 2022  

 

Autumn Term begins  

Years 7 and 11 only    Wednesday 7th September 2022  

Years 8, 9 and 10 only    Thursday 8th September 2022  

All students back    Friday 9th September 2022  
 

Half term     Monday 24th October ñ Friday 28th October 2022  

Back to school Monday   31st October 2022  

Autumn Term ends    Friday 16th December 2022 at 12.40pm  

Monday 18th  July    Rewards Trips  

Tuesday 19th  July    Finish for the summer holidays at 3.25pm  

Thursday 25th  August    GCSE results in school from 8.30am. More detail to follow.  

Dates for your diary ï next half term 
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