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positive response from our MP,
Nadhim Zahawi. Our gritter then
arrived on Wednesday around
lunchtime! Result! Councillor

M Cargill has recommended that we
attempt to get more grit bins along
Gerard Road to mitigate against fu-
ture downfalls. This is still not an ide-
al solution from the school perspective
as it relies on our lovely neighbours

Dear Parents and Carers,

We made it! Welcome to the end of
term, and the start of the festive sea-
son for everyone.

Before I begin, I would like to send
our thoughts and wishes to the
families of the boys in Solihull, who
tragically passed away last weekend

after falling through the ice. We - - having to put the grit down. We also
can’t begin to imagine what the lived experi- need to address the footpaths where many of
ence for those families is right now. Can I urge our youngsters have sadly slipped over recent
you to have serious conversations at home days. I will continue our campaign!

about the perils around at this time of year. We

have done this today in whole school assembly. In future, for those parents travelling by car, it
might be prudent to drop students at a clear

Icy conditions on Monday area for them to walk the final part of their

journey. Gerard Road is renowned for getting

heavily packed when we do get any snow fall.

Once again, thank you for your vigilance on
Monday in the icy conditions. I had been in
touch with our site supervisor on Sunday after-
noon and Mr Hook was out early clearing and
gritting the school site. With regret, Gerard
Road is not an area that we are allowed to treat
as it is deemed a public highway but I did put a
call in to County Council to ask that it should
be gritted.

After coming home from the church service,
I began our social media campaign and had a
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Thank you to many parents who
recognised that we were trying to
keep any essence of normality
going at the end of term. We
appreciated your positive
comments.

End of term treats

We have had an array of things
going on for students to celebrate
the end of term. Our ice skating
trips to Warwick Castle were a
huge hit again. Here are
just a few photographs for

Huge thanks to Marie Gould and
her team. It was our annual pan-
to in performing arts, and this
We ran two amazing super learn- was all topped off today by rais-
ing experiences as well and staff ing £480 for Save the Children
have written about these later on with SLT whole school bingo as a

for you. We held our annual treat for all!! Wow!
WARW ICK Church concert. Thank you if you
3 CASTLE 4 were able to attend. How incredi- Once again, our midday supervi-
S VILLAGE ble were the performances! sors joined in with the spirit of

Christmas lunches were served  this week. Thanks to Mrs Spicer.

on Wednesday and Thursday. and Mrs Hall! C’P S
J f: W

jzf‘é%:ﬁ
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Left and below: year 8 set 5 have
been working hard on their
Victorian Christmas tree. The
candles represent stars. Miss Lewis
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Annual ice skating trip to Warwick Castle

It was my absolute pleasure to have organised the
five skating reward trips which went out on
Friday 9th and Monday 12th December. The
Christmassy, snowy weather was perfect against
the lovely backdrop of Warwick Castle. Students
from years 7-11 thoroughly enjoyed
their visit. I am pleased to report

that there were no serious injuries WARWICK
gained by any students, and & CASTLE +

behaviour was exemplary. Well =75 VILLAGE
done to all of those brave students =

who skated, along with a number
of staff! =

Mrs Weatherley e
ki
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After a trying week with the Santa Run
weather, yesterday saw the stu-

) Thank you to those parents and
dents ‘set free’ safely and in

: staff who went on the Round Ta-
warm clothes to hit the fresh ble Santa Run last weekend. It
snowfall on the field. What else looked like great fun! Thank you
are childhood memories made of to Jen for the treats along the

if not this! way too! Our students Elliott,
Ollie, Maise, Hannah and Liv
were super-

World cup final

Miss Taylor’s tutor group versus stars! Even

Mr Hall’s this weekend. one of our { !
8TY and 9HL. I'll report back governors was —
after Christmas. Good luck to Santa! Well \,l r\
both teams. disguised there =

Mr Plumb!
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i
Save the Children 39\
CHRISTMAS (66{\'
JUMPER DAY
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Mocks Money Matters And so, to conclude for 2022.

Congratulations to year 11 who  Thank you to The Depot for What a year! And,. what a
finished their mock examinations providing free lunches again over wonderful year being part of the
on Friday. Our results evening is the holiday for Alcester children. ‘ilcester Academy school commu-
live in the hall on Thursday Asda is also doing this. I will try nity again. We havg had just the
5th January 2023 where we will  to tweet anything else that comes ]_OeSt year and that is down to the

also have post 16 providers with  out over Christmas to help immense reward and pleasu].re
us. @AlcesterAcademy that our fabulous students give

us all. As ever, I pay a heartfelt
Good new stories thank you to everyone involved in
our journey; to you all as parents,
to our amazing governors and to
the entire staff for helping to
create a happy and fulfilling
school experience each day for
the students.

There are a two early external

exams for year 11s in January Well done Fleur in year 8. You
2023 that need preparing for over . what for! Thanks to Nia in
Christmas; IMedia and Child

Development. If students don’t
have these exams, they can now
take a well deserved rest.

year 11 for singing at the Cherry
Trees! A lovely way to pay back.

Liv Warrollo

Miss Buckthorp and I met On behalf of everyone here and
Sharon Warrollo on Wednesday = my own family, I wish you all a
and took letters to her written by wonderful Christmas period and
Liv’s friends, our Angels. Liv is a prosperous 2023 ahead. Stay
very much in our thoughts all safe and we will see you in

year but especially in these few  January.

weeks around her anniversary.

Reports

It has been an absolute privilege
signing so many letters of com-
mendation over the last two
weeks for outstanding reports
and attitude to learning scores.
Well done everyone!

I extend these warm wishes to Best wishes
any of you who have a difficult Sarah Mellors
Year 9 Exams Christmas ahead for any reason. Headteacher

Just a reminder that year 9
exams start on Monday 9th
January 2023.

Year 8 Exams

And, year 8 exams start on
Monday 23rd January 2023.
Exams take place in the hall for
students

A
A
i
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Message from the Chair of Governors

On Behalf of Governors who attended the Christmas Concert
on Tuesday, I must applaud the incredible depth and breadth

of talent which provided a performance to remember for a

long time. There were obvious levels of commitment from the

students who participated and it was a privilege to witness their enjoyment

gained from entertaining all of those present. Of course, non of that would have
happened without the leadership and guidance from the Performing Arts team
in particular and all other staff who supported the event. To all of you, thank you
for all that you do to deliver such an exceptional all round educational

experience to our students.

On behalf of the Governors, may I wish all students, their parents and the Staff

team, a very Merry and restful Christmas and an even better New Year.

Mike Dean

Chair of Governors

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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Students learn to control virtual robots

On Thursday this week, a group of year 8
students were selected to partake in a Super
Learning Day that focused on Amazon’s use of
robots in their warehouses.

The students learned how to use the interface
provided to control virtual robots, to complete
standard tasks the robots perform in real life.

They also experienced a virtual tour of Amazon’s
order fulfilment process, seeing how an order goes
from the customers shopping basket to the items
being shipped, with a greater focus on all the
technical aspects of the entire process.

Mr Martin

Year 7 & 8 STEM Day

Key stage 3 took part in a
Smallpeice Trust STEM
activity this week where they
made a prosthetic hand.

Students worked in pairs using
a variety of materials to create
the hand. They were challenged
to design purposeful, functional
and appealing hands whilst
gaining an understanding of the
structure of a hand and the
function of tendons.

Students found the session
challenging but enjoyable!

Miss Wincup

smallpeice

Dare to imagine

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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A review of A Christmas Carol performed at the Albany Theatre

On the 14th December we were lucky enough to
see a performance of A Christmas Carol with
our English teacher, after studying the novella
this term. Our favourite part of the whole perfor-
mance were the 4 ghosts: Marley, the Ghost of
Christmas Past, The Ghost of Christmas Present
and the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come
(future). The four ghosts had a massive impact
on the audience, because they scared just about
everyone with their jump scares.

First up was the ghost of Marley, who was very
funny. He came out from under the ground and
went back that way. However, when he was get-
ting sucked under the ground his wig fell off,
which gave him a goofy appearance!

The Ghost of Christmas Past was scary when
she first appeared because the stage opened, and
the ghost glided through. She flicked her veil
back and the lights went on. She showed
Scrooge everything. We saw Belle and Scrooge
being engaged and Fezziwig having his party.

The third ghost was the Ghost of Christmas Pre- ALMNV :‘ : .2‘ 6‘ .DF C E \1 B E R ‘20'21
sent. She called out to scrooge and then Scrooge theatrs  ALEnsr Aand 1 b &4
went to her. She showed him Tiny Tim who was
very cool and in puppet form. The family was
amazing at acting and they did lots of toasts.
Ignorance and want were impactful on Scrooge,
as they demonstrated he had changed when he
asked, “is there no refuge is there no resources”
and they replied with Scrooge's words that he
said at the beginning.

The final ghost was the scariest!!! The stage was
darker and creepy; we could only see Scrooge.
All we could see was a dark shape looming up
behind Scrooge. A person in the audience
screamed and it added to the scary atmosphere
that was in the room.

Overall, the act that there were a iﬂ ghosts
eeri ay need-

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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Term Dates 2022-23

SPRING TERM 2023
School closed

Spring Term begins

Half Term
Back to school

Spring Term ends (Easter)

SUMMER TERM 2023
Summer Term begins

May Bank Holiday
Bank Holiday

Half Term
Back to school

Summer Term ends

School closed

TEXT ACADEMY

Academmy  Report incidents of bullying, theft,
cyber issues, crime or anti-social behaviour

Alcester

I'm being bullied - | don't know what to do -

text your message to: 07563130478

or

Tuesday 3rd January 2023
Teacher training day

Wednesday 4th January 2023

Monday 20th — Friday 24th February 2023
Monday 27th February 2023

Friday 31st March 2023 at 12.40pm

Monday 17th April 2023

Monday 1st May 2023
Monday 8th May 2023

Monday 29th May — Friday 2nd June 2023
Monday 5th June 2023

Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm

Monday 24 & Tuesday 25 July 2023
Disaggregated teacher training days

Will,you be a101_1°e this Christmas Day?
New tp the area and want to make new
' friends? '
. B ( so, join us for the :
‘Alcester Community Christmas
: ~ Day Dinner
at the Eric Payne Co'mmu‘nity Centre

St Faith's Road
Alcester
A : B49 6AQ
Call us or email for your invitatign¥
07414 851644 ° AV,
alcester-ccd@hotmail.com |

WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!
Can you spare an hour or two on Christmas Day, or a few hours

email your message to: before the big day? Call or email: 07414 851644 alcester-

textacademy@alcesteracademy.org.uk ccd@hotmail.com

07563130478

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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Safeguarding over the Christmas period

We will be taking some time off over Christmas. If you need any support over this
period of time, please see contacts at: https:/www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/

For urgent concerns - if you have an urgent child protection concern and
need to get in touch with Front Door please call 01926 414144. Lines are open:
Monday to Thursday - 8.30am — 5:30pm Friday - 8.30am — 5:00pm Out of
hours - if you need to get in touch out of usual office hours, please contact the
Emergency Duty Team immediately on 01926 886922.

Emergencies - if you think that a child is at immediate risk, contact the police
immediately on 999.

Non-urgent concerns - complete the Multi Agency Contact Form and send to
email. To report a crime or raise a concern about abuse with Warwickshire

Police, you can phone non-emergency number on: 101. But if it is an emergency
always dial: 999

N XN Warwickshire

“BRPE | safeguarding

A message for children and parents

about risks of ice and never to go onto ice from the RoSPA

The link below offers useful safety advice:

https://www.rospa.com/leisure-water-safety/water/advice/ice

R®SPA

accidents don’t have to happen

Beware - thin ice

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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LRC End of Term News

The Learning Resource Centre (LRC) aims to
provide a lively, welcoming and well-resourced
environment to support the learning and teaching
within the school.

Things to note from the LRC:
Thursday 2nd March 2023 — World Book Day

Tuesday 21st March to Friday 24th March - A
Scholastic Book Fair will be held in the LRC,
which will be open to all students at breaks and
lunchtimes. More information will be given nearer
the time.

Warwickshire Teen Book Award

Warwickshire Teen Book Award is for year 9
students. The shortlist of four books are selected by
year 9 students from across Warwickshire, by hold-
ing ‘longlist speed dating events’ with ten books.

Back in September year nine students took part in
a ‘speed dating’ session — the students were given
the opportunity to spend 10 minutes with extracts
from each of the ten books, at the end of the whole
session they awarded points to the extracts in or-
der of which they would like to read more of.

Points from across the
Warwickshire schools were
collated, and the four most
popular books chosen for the
book award were:

° Ace of Spades —
Faridah Abiké-fyimidé

° Hotel Magnifique —
Emily J.Taylor

° The Outlaws Scarlett & Browne — Jonathan
Stroud

° The Upper World — Femi Fadugba

During a very busy term some students somehow
managed to find time to read these books and vote
for their favourites.

Warwickshire

The School Library Service were ‘ a

delighted to announce that the win-
ner, chosen by the students was The

Outlaws Scarlett & Browne by Jonathan Stroud.
SLS

Overdue book reminder letters are now being
automatically emailed to student school gmail
accounts as books become overdue. Please
remember to return or renew your library books
and check your emails.

LRC Online Google Classroom Code:
dt6iw3u

LRC Twitter Account:
@AA_LRC_Library

Warwickshire ’
Secondary Book §
Award

This award offers
year 7 pupils from
schools all over the
county the opportuni-
ty to read 6 shortlist-
ed titles and review
their favourites with their peers. This is a wonder-
ful opportunity to meet with students from other
schools and promote the enjoyment of reading.

The shortlisting for the 2023 award has been com-
pleted and the following books have been chosen:

While the Storm Rages by Phil Earle

The Climbers by Keith Gray

Dreadwood by Jennifer Killick

Hide and Seek by Robin Scott-Elliot

The Memory Thieves by Darren Simpson

The Summer We Turned Green by William Sutcliffe

Eighteen of our students have signed up to take
part in the award and have been choosing which
book they will read first over Christmas. They will
be asked to cast their votes in March and the win-
ner will be revealed at an exciting ceremony, where
at least one of the shortlisted authors is present, at
Shire Hall in Warwick on Thursday 23rd March
2023.

Warwickshire Stcondary Book Award 2023

e
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The LRC and the English Department encourage
pupils to develop a lifelong love of reading with
Accelerated Reader.

Did you know that Accelerated Reader (AR) pro-
duces an average of two years' reading age growth,
in just one year while promoting reading for pleas-
ure? Students from years 7, 8, 9 and 10 who are on
the AR system, have been avidly reading and tak-
ing quizzes this term. Please encourage your child
to read, and quiz because—

People who read are more likely to be in-
volved in the world around them: Research
shows that reading makes you more engaged
in life around you, helping you to make the
most of opportunities that come your way in
life.

Reading helps your memory: Every time you read
something new, your brain 'makes room' to fit it in.
With these new spaces, you can take advantage of
any new information. Good news when you need to
revise for exams!

Reading helps to boost your analytical think-
ing: Reading helps you to recognise various
patterns that occur in writing. If you are
looking for a law or medicine career, this is
important!

Reading expands your vocabulary: The more that
you read, the more words you will come across.

The more often you read these words, the more
likely you are to understand them, and use them in
your own writing and speaking.

Use these links to access AR and your library account school or home

Accelerated Reading - https://lukhosted26.renlearn.co.uk/1893467/
(just doing a Google search will not link you to the school system).
Then type in your school network username (e.g. 21johnsmith) as you usually

would and using the password - abc

Library accounts -

URL: https://apps.libresoft.co.uk/9374240-hmlpg8jkqb72jyx911bd-aa
Then log in through your @alcester.academy school Google account by click-

ing on 'sign in with Google'

Click and collect service - log on to your library account (as above) choose
your book by browsing and searching the catalogue and reserve it
(Actions>reserve book>confirm) to pick up from Mrs Hands in the LRC.

Have a lovely break everyone. Mrs Hands

Aaryan in year 7 has made it on-
to the Millionaire Club stars, by
reading more than a million

words since September!

Bob and
William in year
7 have both had
100% in three
AR quizzes and
cracked the
code on the
treasure box to

bundles!

Student Librarian News

Jess, year 10, has been working
extremely hard as a student librar-
1an and has completed her silver
award, which was awarded to her
during our annual student librari-
an Christmas lunch on Wednes-
day.

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *


https://ukhosted26.renlearn.co.uk/1893467/
https://apps.libresoft.co.uk/9374240-hmlpg8jkqb72jyx911bd-aa

What Parents & Carers Need to \znbw’abom ®

ETTING UP APPS, GAMES
e AND SOFTWARE

Millions of new phones, tablets, laptops and games consoles will be nestling under Christmas trees this
year. However, even if parents and carers have gone to the trouble of setting up these new devices and
enabling the safety features, there are still potential hazards in the apps, games and software that
children will want to install and use. Knowing what to look for and discussing those risks with your child
may help avoid any nasty surprises this Christmas. Here are our top tips for ensuring that unwrapping
this year's presents doesn’t unleash any unexpected dangers.

w

Back when most games were
In , checking the age
I rating was easy: it was on the front of
@ box. Now that most games are
impocsible. Al rputanle downiood
e, Al table stores
show a game’s age rating at the point of
can check the ﬂdwbllgz' =

7;%’;"...

‘FREE’ ISN'T ALWAYS FREE

The games market has chal / L
mdlggﬂv in recent years. Monged / \
titles are free to download, but then | i
tempt ers to for cosmetic
items (:n in Fortn or to unlock £
additional content. There can be huge ok
reef pressure for chiidren to pay for i‘.he.e
tems. Agree a b for in-game )
s purchases before gome is downloaded,
and make sure children can't authorise
in-game purchases by themselves.

e ai—
 DISABLE IN-APP PURCHASING

it's not wise to leave children o VA
with devices that can make d
in-app purchases without your &
permission. Ideally, set up puters, [
consoles and Phones so child accounts
need an adulit’s authorisation to bu}'
anything. On shared devices (like iPads, ~
which don‘t allow user accounts), check
the settings to ensure that in-app
gurcholing requires the account

older’s password, fingerprint or face ID.

I

-
-~

m
-

R

CONSIDER STORAGE

Most af
the online store how much s
on a device. Check this care!

» APPS ARE AGE RATED, TOO

L 4
5
| Like games, apps in the major stores have ‘&
ogo ratings, too ~ so you can see in advance
ther an apg'a appropriate for your child.
Additionally, phones’ parental control settings
allow you to set age limits, preventing young ones
from downloading unsuitable apps themselves.
These ratings aren‘t infallible, however: we've seen
TV apps featuring adult shows with an age rating
of 3, for example.

ul

you won't

through the settings menu.

e —— | e ———
LEGAL APPS THAT BREAK THE LAW IN-APP REGISTRATION

There are many apps that are perfectly legal but
enable Illo?nl activity — streaming apps which let
eople wafch football matches, say, without paying

or Sky or BT Sport. Prosecution for using such apps
is rare, but they can lead to risky behavlour like

. viewing rogue streams on sites teeming

¥ with malicfous links. Watch for children
installing unusual apps with ‘TV’,
‘stream’or ‘sport’ in the name.

RS e
Meet Our Expert
Barry Collins has been a technology journalist and editor for
more than 20 years, working for titles such as the Sunday Times,
Which?, PC Pro and Computeractive. He's appecred regularty as
a technology pundit on television and radio, Including on
Newsnight, Rodio 5 Live and ITV News ot Ten. He has two chiidren
and has writes regularly about internet safety issues.

4

It's common for apps and gam

e. Ask them to get

ving any personal

to dlvulq
before g

__ atrisk of having their data stol

with games, which can run into
megabytes and beyond. If you don‘t have enough
free storage on a device to run the game or app,

et a refund from the store. You can
normally check a device’s available storage space

ps and games will tell you in
ce they need
especiaily
ndreds of

hu

es to

ask users to register: entering personal
details like email address, date of birth and
= other information you might not want your child
Your permission
nfo to an a
consider using your details rather than the child’s,
so they're not targeted by marketing spam or put

Xt
5';";’

B 1000

To avoid lot-dow;u, check a
ame’s specs before buying -
gspociullp?:r PC or Moc,ywr?wo
games often need a poarticular
grophict chip or processor to work.
ites like systemrequirementsiab.com
can scan your computer to see if it will
run certain games properly. On consoles,
! make sure you're buying the right version:
some newer Xbox or PlayStation games
won't play on older consoles.

MONITOR IN-GAME COMMS .

Voice chat with friends is part
of the fun of modern gam r;? -
but danger lurks here too. Many
titles have open chat systems,
meaning that children could speak to
ntron?on or hear adult language and

I verbal abuse when games get

' rcrﬁculavly mpetitive. Using a shared

amily area f:u opposed to alone in

bedrooms) for online gaming is a good
way to keep an occaslonal ear on whot's
being said.

BE WARY OF GIFTS

Titles like Roblox, Minecraft and
Fortnite have in-game currencle:
which can be earned through
rogress in the game - but can also
bought with real money. A common
scam is fora youn%:loyor to be
offered currency if they click a link, visit
I acertain site or contact another user
Bl directly. Warn your child about such
1] offers; they should show you If they're
. In any doubt over an In-game gift.
r

¢

WATCH OUT FOR IMITATORS

Even in the official stores, untrustworthy

rogue apps can slip through the net.

Commeon tricks are apps or games that have

a "lg:ml different name to the genuine article
(Fol ight rather than Fortnite, for instance) or
use logos which deliberately look very similar to
the official app. To avold downloading these
imitations, read the n‘pr‘l description and check
who the publisher is listed as.

et e—
STAY UPDATED

Most games and orp: are subject to regular
updates, which not only offer new content and
features but also provide critical security
improvements. Children tend to ignore such

updates - usually because they don't

understand why they’re important, or they ay Say
simply want to get straight on with gaming. g
Check your child’s devices periodicaily to

make sure these updates are being installed. ‘

National

Online

Safety
#WakeUpWednesday

TRE

weuo
L osOR)
- and

Efl" -
™
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|
\
|
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1
1]

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com

' @natonlinesafety  [[§ /Nationalonlinesafety

@nationalonlinesafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability s entered into. Current as of the date of release: 14.12.2022
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SCIENCE NEWS THIS YEAR

January

The first successful
heart transplant from
a genetically modified

pig to humanis
reported

February

A study shows carbon
emissions from
tropical rainforest
deforestation have
doubled

March

Researchers discover
Endurance in the
Antarctic ocean,

which sank in 1915

April

Astronomers report
the discovery of HD1,
the earliest and most

May

Scientists report the
production of the first
3D printed lab-grown

June

Samsung announces
the production of
chips using 3nm tech-

heatwaves are
happening in western
Europe 3-4 times

entirely run by
hydrogen powered
trains debuts

distant galaxy in the wood nology, making them
known universe 23% more powerful
July August September
Scientists report that The first rail line The James Webb

telescope takes its
first images of a
planet beyond our

the Nobel Prize for
medicine

mineralogists discover
two new minerals—
Elkinstantonite and
Elaliite

faster in Germany solar system
October November December
Svante Paabo wins Canadian Two million year old

genetic material is
discovered in
Greenland, the oldest
DNA on record
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Alcester an Slralford District Round Table

Alcester & Stratford Dlstrlcl

*¢ ROUNDTABLE

fridoy loth Deceyther=16:15 e A R, —

Jacksons Meadow, Vidoria Rd, Sleppes Piece, CGhildeen' suChristmas
Burnell (1, Stepping Slones, Paddotk (1, = H o Kgaay
Dugdale flv, Draylon (I, Queensway, ‘
Seoll (1, The Meadows, Old School Mead, : L UNCHg€Ld B
High &, Chapel (1, Saxonfields, : e oot
The m' 7‘/!33“[['}»% 2ub. First come first served at 12:30 —~ 1:30pm — Don’t miss out!!!

il movey. radsed goes 1o local diarities and good cuses.

Seester fodd Hrtford steied, Aewad Table Chasitable Tt
rpegictered Oharity Aimtber: 1166654

at Alcester Minster churches

Sunday- 4th December =
{8t Mary & All Saints Church, Haselor ~ 9.00am  Crib Servics ==
 Nicholas® Church, Alcester 1.00am  Gift Service

Tuesday 6th December
S' Nlcholca Church Alcester 5.00pm-7.00pm St Nicholas'

Patronal Festival

S5 Sunday 11th December
Holy Trinity Church, Arrow 4.00pm Christingle

Tuesday 20th December
St Nicholas' Church, Alcester 10.30am -12.30pm Messy Church
Saturday 24th December

St Mary Magdaline Church, Great Alne 3.00pm  Children's Carols Everyone is WQfM[y iHVited tO jOin us at
St Nicholas' Church, Alcester 5.00pm  Crib Service

St Peter's Church, Coughton 5.00pm Christingle the Alcestel" lnn

Sunday 25th D b
St Nicholas' Church, Alc:zl:er. : .ﬁ:':o:-: Family Communion for 3 relaxed 8ath ering to Sing Cat'Ols

e lok forward (o welesntutg you and your family Tuesday 20th December, §.00pm-7.00pm
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Services for special educational needs and disabilities
(SEND)

As part of the SEND and Inclusion Change Programme, WCC aim to provide every child with access to
high quality education so they can achieve their full potential. Working together with our partners, we
want to improve the outcomes for children and young people with SEND by promoting inclusion in
mainstream settings, giving schools the skills and resources to meet the needs of learners and building
the confidence of parents and carers. To help us to achieve this, we are consulting with the public on
proposed changes to our SEND and Inclusion service offer and home to school transport for children
and young people with SEND.

There will be two consultations running at the same time, from 5 December 2022 to 26 February
2023. This will include both face to face events and online broadcasts to be held in January 2023, for
anyone who would like to find out more.

SEND & Inclusion Service Offer

The main proposal within the consultation is the SEND & Inclusion Service Offer. We will be asking for
views on the proposed improvements to the core service offer, which are the things we have identified
are right to do to help to improve outcomes for children and young people with SEND. The proposals
focus on a range of early intervention activities. These include introducing an annual planning conver-
sation with all schools regarding SEND, carrying out an audit of SEND in every school every three
years, and providing an amount of Educational Psychologist time for children and young people who are
having their needs met at SEN Support.

These activities are in addition to the statutory offer that WCC delivers and will be paid for by the
Council. No current services are to be withdrawn.

Home to School Transport for children and young people with SEND

There are three elements to the transport consultation:

. a simplified application process for parents and carers;

. a more consistent and transparent approach to determining transport options for children and
young people who are eligible for home to school transport;

. updates to the Home to School and College Transport Policy to make this clearer and easier to
understand.

The public consultation will run from
Monday 5 December 2022 until Sunday 26 February 2022.
To have your say visit: https:/ask.warwickshire.gov.uk/.

Important January dates:
Thursday 5th January 2023. Year 11 Mock Results Evening 4-7pm. Live in the Hall.

Monday 16th January 2023. Year 9 exams start in the hall.

Monday 23rd January 2023. Year 8 exams start in the hall. We will be speaking to the

students about how to revise and subjects will focus upon preparation in the week before each

exam series.
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Wow, what a brilliant term for our Houses at Alcester Academy. At the end of last half term,
we ended with Billesley in the lead. However, this half term, the competition has certainly been
tight as there have been over 700 points awarded across all of the Houses!

House captains:
Thanks to those in years 7 and 8 that have volunteered to become a House captain. These will be
announced in assemblies when we come back after Christmas.

Top House this half term: Ragley
Top House so far this year: Billesley (by only 10 points!)
Top Epraise points this half term: Billesley
Top attendance this half term: Billesley

Top students on Epraise this half term:
Billesley — Skye (8NE) Ragley — Luke (11BR)
Greville — Dexter (TWI) — Skye (8BI)

Have a lovely Christmas! Miss Lewis

DT house competition!
Open to all year groups & the deadline is 31st January—any questions to
Miss Wincup

design challenge brief

YOUR OBJECTIVE:

Design and develop a top, bag or pair of shoes for Burberry

IDEAS:
ITEM TYPE: Will it be a top, bag or pair of shoes?
TARGET CUSTOMER: Who will wear it?
THEME OR SOURCE OF INSPIRATION: What will it be?

DESIGN:
VISUALS: What does the product look like?
FEATURES: How does the product function? What key features will make it stand out?
IDENTITY: How does the product’s design align with the theme or brand?
MATERIALS: What will the product be made of?

CREATE:

Share your idea by writing a one paragraph written proposal alongside an accompanying visual
design. Be as creative and as visual as you like!
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Artwork of the Week

Pupils have been drawing and designing scenes Winter Wanderland competition taking place in

within Christmas baubles. January. The artwork will be displayed in the
school canteen window as part of a community trail

We have also been exploring the artwork of Austri- which is being mapped around Alcester town.

an artist Hundertwasser who has inspired some

large-scale collaborative pieces created for a Miss Nemeshanyi

S e

AL - =7

P AN s
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which
has clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of
children of compulsory school age are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular
basis. The Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children
must attend school on every day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child
who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are likely to be considered
as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.

Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil
Registration) (England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence,
the school are obliged to act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence
during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave
is granted, head teachers are able to determine the number of school days a child can be absent
for.

It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the
circumstances warrant the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence
requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent.

Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own
merits.

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be
required to be in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that
period, it will be recorded as an unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken
against the parent(s), by way of a Fixed Penalty Notice.

Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being
issued to the parent(s).

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the
Warwickshire Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council.

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for
example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120
each, totalling £240 for both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).

Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the
matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council's Legal Services to consider instigating
criminal proceedings under S444 Education Act 1996.

Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council's Code of
Conduct for Penalty Notices.

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire School pupils recorded 37,021 half day sessions of absence
due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring terms 2021/22.

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *



Page 23

Attendance News

Whole school attendance this term: 94%

Top Tutor groups this term:
7LE & 7TTN—96.9%

8BI—94.9%
9R0—96.9%
10YA—95%

11BA—95.1%

———— —

Thank you for your continued support with at-
tendance this term.

We have achieved a fabulous 94% whole school
attendance.

Congratulations to the following tutor groups.

7LE & 7TN
8BI
9RO
10YA
11BA

Top House—Billesley

Well done to every student who has worked so
hard to come into school this term, working
through barriers and building their resilience.

I hope you all have a happy and healthy Christ-
mas and I look forward to supporting you all in
the new year.

Best wishes

Mrs Taylor
Attendance Officer
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Add YMM to your

Christmas List!
You can send us a donation
using the following details:

Name: Young Minds Matter
Account Number: 48047228
Sort Code: 60-20-41

Please put
XMAS ALCESTER
as your reference

young minds matter
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Epraise Leaderboard—for the Autumn term

Top Students—for the Autumn term:
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Top Staff—for the Autumn term:

1 Luke 11BR 196 points 1 Mr Martin 4756 points
2 Skye 8BI 183 points 2 Mr Bowater 4556 points
3 Skye 8NE 181 points 3 Mr Rossiter 4456 points
4 Felicity TKA 179 points 4 Mr Bastock 4054 points
5 Benjamin 7LE 175 points 5 Mr Yarrington 3969 points
6 Dexter TWI 174 points 6 Mrs Stedman 3740 points
7 Edward TLE 172 points 7 Miss Lewis 3318 points
7 Jasmine TKA 172 points 8 Mrs Weatherley 3169 points
9 Maisie 11BR 167 points 9 Miss Bishop 3038 points
10 Aaron 7TLE 166 points 10 Miss Burgess 3007 points

Top Tutor—for the Autumn term: Top Subjects—for the Autumn term:

1 TLE 3432 points 1 Science 8815 points
2 11BR 3361 points 2 Geography 8603 points
3 TWI 3357 points 3 Maths 8552 points
4 TKA 3297 points 4 History 7504 points
5 8MO 2989 points 5 English 5123 points
6 TRA 2891 points 6 Art 3849 points
7 TTN 2889 points 7 IT 3548 points
8 8BI 2795 points 8 French 3319 points
9 9HL 2758 points 9 PE 994 points
10 8NE 2625 points 10 Computing 774 points
1 A
— . A

10 & 1 ié
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

Student Spotlight

Marijke in year 8 won the Warwickshire County
Cross Country U13 championship last weekend,
and anchored her club team, Stratford upon Avon
AC to the team victory as well.

As a result, she has been selected to represent
Warwickshire in the Inter Counties Cross Coun-
try Championship in March 2023.

In the same event Will (year 8) placed third after
another great run and has also been selected for
the Warwickshire team.

Congratulations also to Danny, who undertook a
Taekwondo grading last weekend, and he found
out that he passed and had earned his red tag.

Many congratulations from everyone at Alcester
Academy on these fantastic achievements!

This week’s fixtures:

Year 11 Football v Princethorpe College
Unfortunately, due to severe weather conditions
the Year 11s Telegraph Cup match v Princethorpe
College was postponed this Wednesday.

This match will be re-arranged for the new year
and communicated as soon as possible.

All Years Archery Club (Selected)

Our archers have made outstanding progress this
term working with the coaches from the Bowmen
of Alcester each Tuesday afternoon at Alcester
Academy. Thank you to all of the coaches for their
outstanding work with our students.

The students had their final session this week and
took part in a festive Archery competition.
Congratulations to our winners and all students
involved.

1st place — Ed (year 9)
2nd place - Amelia (year 7)
3rd place — Charli (year 9)
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

After School Sport

I am delighted to share the extra-curricular sport timetable for Spring term.

After school sport clubs will start in the second week back - w/b 9/1/23

After School Sport

« Start w/b Monday 9t"January on a 2 week timetable

* Any planned changes to the program due to fixtures will be
communicated in the weekly bulletin each Friday

9/1/23 WEEK 1

16/1/23 WEEK 2
30/1/23 WEEK 2
13/2/23 WEEK 2
Sign ups can take place upon attendance at first
practise

Want to chat about your
mental health?

Our helpline is available for

Coventry and Warwickshire
residents 24 /7, 365 days a year.

0800 616171

Wellbeing for Warwickshire [
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * Merht s

Week 1 Clubs — 3.25-4.30pm

Monday

STAFF TRAINING

Tuesday

Bowmen of Alcester Archery — Selected Gym

Year 8 Football — Mr Moffatt Field
All years Girls Football — Mr Moffatt Field
Wednesday
Year 7 Football — Mr Moffatt Field
Year 8 Netball — Mrs Powell Playground
Year 8/9 Basketball — Mr Powell Gym
Thursday
All years Girls Rugby — Miss Watson Field
Year 7 Netball — Miss Hammond/Mrs Powell Playground
Year 7 Basketball — Mr Moffatt Gym

Week 2 Clubs - 3.25-4.30pm

Monday

STAFF TRAINING

Tuesday
Bowmen of Alcester Archery — Mr Powell
Year 9 Football — Mr Moffatt Field

Wednesday
Year 10 Football — Mr Moffatt Field
Year 9/10/11 Netball— Mrs Powell Playground
Year 10/11 Basketball — Mr Powell Gym

Thursday
All Years Girls Rugby — Miss Watson Field
Year 11 Football — Mr Moffatt Field
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Spring term fixtures list

Please see below of arranged Sporting fixtures for Spring term, thus far.
Fixtures will be played indoors in Spring 1 due to light before switching to outdoors in Spring 2.
We look forward to competing again against other South Warwickshire school’s next term and are
excited to welcome Malvern College to Alcester Academy for some Football fixtures in Spring 2.

Spring 1 — Fixture list
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I L S N T
Year 9 Netball v AGS & St Benedicts Friendly AWAY
Year 8 Basketball v St Benedicts Junior NBA HOME
Year 10 Girls Basketball v Shipston Friendly AWAY
Year 7 & 8 Basketball v AGS Junior NBA AWAY
Year 7 Basketball v Shipston Junior NBA HOME
Year 7 & 8 Girls Basketball v Shipston Friendly HOME
Year 9/10/11 Girls 4 a -side Basketball (SGGS) Tournament AWAY
Year 7 & 8 Basketball v St Bedes Junior NBA HOME
Year 7 & 8 Girls 4 a -side Basketball (SGGS) Tournament AWAY
Year 7 and 8 Girls Sports Hall Athletics (AGS) Competition AWAY
Year 7 and 8 Boys Sports Hall Athletics (AGS) Competition AWAY
Year 7 & 8 Basketball v St Bedes Junior NBA AWAY
Year 7 & 8 Basketball v AGS Junior NBA HOME
Year 10 & 11 Netball v AGS & St Benedicts Friendly AWAY
Year 9 and Year 10/11 Girls Football tournament Tournament AWAY
Year 8 Basketball v Woodfield Academy Junior NBA HOME
Year 9 & 10 Netball v Shipston Friendly HOME
Year 9/10/11 Girls Volleyball Friendly AWAY

Spring 2 — Fixture list

28/02/23 Year 7 Football v Studley Cup R2 AWAY
Year 10 Football v Studley Cup R2 HOME
ALL years Girls Rugby @ AGS Friendly AWAY
Year 9 Football v Campion League AWAY

Year 10 Football v Malvern College Friendly HOME

Year 10 Football v Southam League AWAY

Year 7 & 8 Girls Football tournament (SS) Tournament AWAY

Year 9 Football v Studley League HOME
Year 10 Football v Campion League HOME
Year 8 Netball tournament (SS) Tournament AWAY
Year 7 Football v Campion League HOME
ALL years Girls Rugby @ AGS Friendly AWAY
Year 9 Football v Henley League HOME
Year 7 Netball tournament Tournament AWAY
Year 8 Football v Studley League HOME
Year 11 Football v Malvern College Friendly HOME

Year 8 Football v Henley League AWAY

Year 8 Netball tournament (Stratford) Tournament AWAY

Year 7 Netball (Stratford) Tournament AWAY
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * M%

Lunchtime sport after Christmas
Lunchtime sport clubs will start in the second week back w/b 9/1/23

Lunchtime Sport

Lunchtime clubs to start w/b Monday 9th January on a 2 week timetable:

16/1/23 Volleyball (2)
30/1/23 Volleyball (2)
13/2/23 Volleyball (2)
Sign ups can take place upon attendance at first
practise

Lunchtime week 1 - 1.45-2.15pm
| Day | ExtreCurricular Club&Staff | loation |

Monday
Year 8 Basketball - MO GYM

Tuesday

Year 9 Basketball - PW GYM

Wednesday

Thursday

Year 7 Basketball — PE GYM

Year 10 + 11 Basketball — MO GYM
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

Lunchtime week 2 — 1.45-2.15pm
| Day [ ExtreCurricular Club&Staff | location |

Year 8 Volleyball - MO GYM

Tuesday

Year 9 Volleyball - PW

Wednesday

ﬁrursday

Year 7 Volleyball — PE

Year 10/11 Volleyball — MO GYM

Final word for Autumn term

Well done to all students who have shown such
outstanding dedication to Sport at Alcester
Academy this term. I am proud to have seen
students attend regular practise, represent
Alcester Academy in competitive fixtures and
excel in Sport outside of school.

I am very much looking forward to Spring term to %

continue and build upon the great start we have ‘

made this term. We will be continuing to develop Al UM 0

the role of our recently appointed Sports Leaders,

as well as continuing to build on the House Sport ¢ W

opportunities and successes we have had in W

Autumn term. C ;AR
& H

Wishing you all a well-earned rest over Christmas /

and we look forward to starting our Spring term

timetable in the new year.

Mr Moffatt
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