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Welcome to this term’s online safety bulletin. 
The theme of this term's bulletin is ‘navigating 
the world: social media & your child’s digital 
footprint’. As our children navigate their teen-
age years, they're increasingly immersed in the 
digital world. This newsletter aims to provide 
you with insights into their social media use and 
the importance of understanding their digital 
footprint. 
 
Understanding Your Teen's  
Social Media Landscape 
 
• Popular Platforms: 
Teenagers are using a wide range of  
platforms, including TikTok, Instagram,  
Snapchat, YouTube, and increasingly,  
platforms like Discord for community engage-
ment. Each platform has its own culture and 
purpose, from short-form video creation to in-
stant messaging. 
 
• Why Social Media Matters to Teens: 
For pupils, social media plays a crucial role in 
their lives, extending beyond simple entertain-
ment. It offers a platform for connecting with 
peers, fostering a sense of belonging during a 
critical developmental stage. Social media can 
also be a valuable educational tool, enabling col-
laborative learning, access to information, and 
the development of digital literacy skills. 

• Potential Challenges: 
While social media offers benefits, it also pre-
sents risks for young people. Excessive use can 
lead to cyberbullying, exposure to inappropriate 
content, and the development of unrealistic so-
cial comparisons, impacting self-esteem and 
mental well-being. Additionally, online interac-
tions can expose children to privacy risks, includ-
ing the sharing of personal information with un-
known individuals. The constant availability of 
social media can also disrupt sleep patterns and 
academic focus. Parents should be aware of 
these potential dangers and engage in open con-
versations with their children about safe and 
responsible online behavior, including setting 
appropriate boundaries and monitoring their 
activity. 
 
The Importance of a Digital Footprint 
 
• What is a Digital Footprint? 
Your child's digital footprint, the trail of data 
they leave online, is increasingly important in 
today's world. This footprint, comprised of their 
social media posts, online activity, and shared 
information, can significantly impact their future 
opportunities. Colleges, universities, and poten-
tial employers often review online profiles, and a 
negative or inappropriate digital footprint can 
have lasting consequences. Teaching your child 
to manage their online presence responsibly, 

Spring 2025—Online Safety Bulletin  
Navigating the world:  

social media & your child’s digital footprint 

Alcester Academy  



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * X @AlcesterAcademy * 

Alcester Academy Page 2 

‘Report Concerns: If you witness cyberbullying or other 
harmful online behaviour, report it to the appropriate 

platform and school authorities.’ 

including understanding privacy settings and consid-
ering the long-term impact of their posts, is crucial. 
By fostering awareness of their digital footprint, you 
empower them to build a positive online reputation 
and protect their future prospects. 
 
• Why It Matters: 

 Permanence: Once something is  
posted online, it's difficult to  
completely erase. 

 Reputation: Online activity can  
shape how others perceive them. 

 Privacy: Shared information can be 
accessed by unintended audiences. 

 
• Helping Your Teen Manage Their Digital  

Footprint: 
 Open Communication: Talk to your 

teen about the potential consequenc-
es of their online actions. 

 Privacy Settings: Encourage them to 
review and adjust their privacy settings 
on all platforms. 

 Think Before Posting: Remind them to 
consider the potential impact of their 
posts before sharing. 

 Responsible Sharing: Discuss the im-
portance of not sharing personal infor-
mation like addresses, phone num-
bers, or passwords. 

 
 

 Monitor, but don't invade privacy: 
find a healthy balance of checking in 
with your teen, without making them 
feel that you don't trust them. 

 Lead by example: your own social  
media habits will be noticed by your 
children. 

 
Tips 
• Stay Informed: Keep up-to-date with the  

latest social media trends and apps. 
• Establish Ground Rules: Set clear  

expectations for social media use, including 
time limits and appropriate content. 

• Encourage Critical Thinking: Help your  
teen evaluate the credibility of online  
information. 

• Promote Healthy Habits: Encourage offline 
activities and face-to-face interactions. 

• Report Concerns: If you witness cyberbullying 
or other harmful online behaviour,  
report it to the appropriate platform and 
school authorities. 

• Utilize Parental Controls: there are many soft-
ware solutions available to help monitor and 
limit your child's online activity. 
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Useful Sites: 
 
It's important for parents in the UK to have access 
to reliable information about their children's  
digital footprints. Here are some key UK-based web-
sites that offer valuable advice: 
 

CEOP Education (Child Exploitation  
and Online Protection) 

 They provide resources and advice for 
parents on various online safety topics, 
including understanding and managing 
digital footprints. Their information is 
very reliable. 

 Here is a link to their digital footprint 
page: https://
www.ceopeducation.co.uk/parents/
articles/what-is-a-digital-footprint/ 

 
NSPCC (National Society for the  
Prevention of Cruelty to Children) 

 The NSPCC offers comprehensive 
online safety guidance for parents, 
covering digital footprints, social me-
dia safety, and other related issues. 

 Here is a link to their online safety 
page: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 

Childline 

 Childline provides information and 
support for young people, but also 
offers valuable advice for parents on 
how to help their children stay safe 
online, including managing their  
digital footprint. 

 Here is a link to their digital footprint 
page: https://www.childline.org.uk/
info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/
online-mobile-safety/taking-care-your-
digital-footprint/ 

 
Family Lives 

 This website provides advice for fami-
lies, including information on digital 
footprints and online safety. 

 Here is a link to their digital footprint 
page: https://www.familylives.org.uk/
advice/your-family/online-safety/
digital-footprints 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/parents/articles/what-is-a-digital-footprint/
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Together, we can help ensure a safe and positive online environment for our children. 

We’ll continue to share important updates and helpful resources throughout the year  

to support you and your family in staying informed. 

 

If you have any urgent concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact our school safeguarding team. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Children's Commissioner for England 

 This website provides information  
on children's rights, and provides 
helpful information on how to mini-
mise children's data footprints. 

 Here is a link to their page on mini-
mising data footprints: https://
www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/
news/ten-top-tips-for-minimising-
childrens-data-footprints/ 

 
We hope this newsletter provides you with  
valuable information to help your child navigate 
the digital world safely and responsibly. 
 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/news/ten-top-tips-for-minimising-childrens-data-footprints/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/news/ten-top-tips-for-minimising-childrens-data-footprints/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/news/ten-top-tips-for-minimising-childrens-data-footprints/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/news/ten-top-tips-for-minimising-childrens-data-footprints/
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16th May 2025 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Good afternoon everyone, 

  

I will write in full to you next week  

as the very short half term concludes. 

In the interim, there are a few key  

messages to update you on. 

  

Young Enterprise team—
Endangerlings 

Congratulations to Endangerlings for 

making the next round of the compe-

tition at Warwick University yesterday. 

 

I am so proud of Endangerlings for their hard 

work at the regional finals yesterday. The team 

came away with an award for creativity after 

their brilliant year. Miss Bartlett has written  

in more detail later on in this edition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Festival 

Good luck to our young 

bakers for tomorrow’s con-

test at the Town Hall! 

Judging starts at 

11.30am. Thanks to Wild-

farmed who have donated 

some flour for the event. 

Watch X for updates dur-

ing the day. I’m grateful to  

Mr Tuckey for organising this  

opportunity. 

What’s inside this week... 

Page 8  UKMT Junior Challenge Results 

Page 10 Endangerlings Take Second Place and Creativity Trophy  

Page 15 Sports News  
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Newquay Trip 

The year 9s have had a tremendous week in 

Newquay. The weather has helped to make  

this fabulous too! Look at these blue skies!  

Miss Buckthorp will write in full next week for 

your interest. Thanks to staff for supervising the 

week and to the students for exemplary behaviour. 

I’ll look forward to welcoming them all back later 

this afternoon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bon Voyage... 

To the Paris trip departing next Friday. Again, 

we’ll update you after half term on this. Stay safe 

everyone! 

  

Year 8 Options 

Thank you to parents and students for returning 

choices on time. Mr Hollis is now avidly working on 

these and we will be in touch after half term again. 

  

Year 10 Exams 

Teachers have begun to talk to the year 10s about 

their exams starting week beginning 9th June. 

  

Uniform Update – warm weather 

If the temperatures soar, I will adapt the uniform 

in order to make students more comfortable. I will 

communicate with you in order to inform you. 

Please assume otherwise that full uniform for year 

7-10 is expected every day. 

 

Congratulations to… 

Isla in year 8 on recently becoming a published 

author! We are so proud of you Isla.  

 

Page 1 of the book starts 

with: 

‘Screams, Pain, Tears. 

Three words to describe 

what happened. This was 

the end. Nothing could 

change it,  nothing could 

make it so that it never hap-

pened. But this didn’t break 

me down. It made me the 

person I was destined to be.’ 

  

There is a copy in our school LRC if any students 

wants to find out more. 

  

Wishing you all a beautiful weekend ahead. 

  

Best wishes,  

Sarah Mellors—Headteacher 
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Could You Be Our Next School Governor? 

 
Alcester Academy is seeking committed individuals  
to join our Governing Body 

 

Our Governors come from a wide range of backgrounds and share a common goal: 

to ensure every student at Alcester Academy receives the highest quality education 

and support. Working closely with the Headteacher, Senior Leadership Team, and 

staff, Governors provide strong strategic direction and help shape the school’s 

future. 

 

We are proud of our welcoming, inclusive, and positive school ethos, and we 

believe that a strong Governing Body plays a vital role in sustaining this 

environment. 

 

You don’t need experience in education—just a willingness to contribute, learn, 

and make a difference. While the time commitment is flexible, we ask Governors to 

attend at least four meetings per term. 

 

If you’re interested in finding out more, please contact Mike Dean, Chair of 

Governors, at mikedean@alcesteracademy.org.uk, or get in touch with the 

Academy office admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. 

 

Mike Dean—Chair of Governors 

SUMMER TERM 2025  

Half Term     Monday 26th – Friday 30th May 2025  

Back to school    Monday 2nd June 2025  

School closed    Friday 27th June 2025—Teacher training day  

Summer Term ends   Friday 18th July 2025 at 12.40pm  

Alcester Academy Term Dates 

Thursday 12th June 2025     Year 7 Parents’ Evening. SchoolCloud 

Dates for your diary: 

mailto:mikedean@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Students at Alcester Academy have recently tak-

en part in the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge. 

The challenge is a national competition across 

schools, which aims to enhance problem-solving 

and logical thinking skills among KS3 pupils.  

 

At Alcester Academy, we have year 7 and 8  

students from math sets 1 and 2 take part in this 

competition annually. We had some fantastic  

results in school, with students gaining bronze, 

silver and gold certificates.  

 

One student, Jayden in year 8, not only received a 

gold certificate—the highest level of award—but 

he has also been invited to the next round of the 

competition, the UKMT Junior Kangaroo. This is 

a significant accomplishment, as only the top 5% 

of participants nationally advance to this stage.  

 

As a school, we're incredibly proud of Jayden’s 

achievement. We wish him all the best of luck in 

the follow-on round.  

 

Miss Home 

UKMT Junior Challenge Results 
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Year 9 Rotational Symmetry Competition 

Year 9 remainer groups have been exploring  

rotational symmetry and took part in a competition 

to design an image with rotational symmetry of 

order 6.  

 

Maths teachers are currently voting for their  

favourite, and the winner will be announced next 

week. 

They’ve all shown great creativity and mathemati-

cal thinking—look at what they’ve produced!  

 

Watch this space! 

 

Miss Home 
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Yesterday, Alcester Academy’s Young Enterprise 

team, Endangerlings, were at the University of 

Warwick participating in the Midlands Finals 

following their success at the County Finals two 

weeks ago. They were competing against eleven  

other teams from sixth forms around the  

Midlands. 

 

On arrival the team had to set up their stall in 

order to showcase their products to the judges. 

This was also the perfect opportunity to check out 

the competition! As always, their stall looked fab-

ulous and there were nervous glances from some 

of the other schools. Confidence was high and 

they had never looked stronger. 

 

The next stage was a Young Enterprise workshop 

where students all worked together to pitch for a 

product of their choice. Many laughs were had as 

students began to relax into the games before 

they were called for interview. Heads held high, 

they marched into the panel of judges and were 

grilled about their business. The smiles on their 

faces said it all when they emerged ten minutes 

later. It couldn’t have gone better, and moral was 

at an all-time high. 

 

Lunch and a campus tour later, it was presenta-

tion time. The theatre was packed to the rafters 

with teams, staff and of course our amazing par-

ents who were there to support as always. The 

team did a phenomenal job, and we all knew that 

they couldn’t have done any better. They had  

never looked stronger, and we were all extremely 

proud of them. 

 

We are delighted to say that following the judge’s 

deliberation, Endangerlings were awarded the 

creativity trophy. Although we sadly didn’t make 

it through to the national finals, coming second  

is a fantastic achievement and we couldn’t be 

happier. 

 

This isn’t the end of the Endangerlings journey 

though! They are delighted to now be collaborat-

ing with West Midlands Safari Park where they 

will be attending as VIP guests on 29th May. 

Look out for further details in the bulletin after 

half term. 

Young Enterprise Triumph: Endangerlings Take 

Second Place and Creativity Trophy  
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Epraise Leaderboard—past 7 days 

Top Students—this week: 

1 Isla  8RO  Billesley 45 points 

2 Leo  7LX  Ragley 19 points 

2 Lottie  10MA  Billesley 19 points 

2 Arthur  10BI  Billesley 19 points 

2 Harriett  10MA  Oversley 19 points 

6 Macie  8SO  Billesley 18 points 

6 Kaitlyn 7TN  Billesley 18 points 

6 Sam   10BW  Greville 18 points 

9 Wilf   8AN  Billesley 17 points 

9 Ella  10MO  Greville 17 points 

 

Top Tutor—past 7 days: 

1 11MR 320 points 

2 7WI 275 points 

3 7RA 270 points 

4 7LX 264 points 

5 7TN 260 points 

 

Top Staff—past 7 days: 

1 Mrs Marshall 322 points 

2 Mrs Gorner  274 points 

3 Mr Rossiter  266 points 

4 Mrs Hirji  262 points 

5 Miss Lewis  233 points 

  

Top Subjects—past 7 days: 

1 Science 558 points 

2 English 551 points 

3 Maths  354 points 

4 History 268 points 

5 Art  185 points 

  

Top House—this week; 

1 Ragley 1273 points 

2 Billesley 1261 points 

3 Oversley 1210 points 

4 Greville 1164 points 
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Whole School Attendance  
this week is 94.9% 

 

Top Tutors attendance this week:  

7RA with 98.5% attendance 

8AN with 99.1% attendance 

9GA with 97.7% attendance 

10BW with 90.5% attendance 

11MR with 100% attendance 

 

If your child is absent from school, please inform 

the Attendance Officer, Mrs Louise Hatcher,  

of the reason before 8.30am each day.  

 

This can be done through SchoolComms,  

by calling 01789 762285, or by emailing 

louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk. 

 

Thank you, Mrs Hatcher 

 

Attendance Updates 

To comply with the School Attendance (Pupil Reg-

istration) (England) Regulations 2024 and Data  

Protection expectations, it is vitally important 

that Alcester Academy keeps accurate and up to 

date information relating to every pupil on roll. 

 

The information we are required to record in-

cludes: 

• Pupil’s full legal name (and if appropriate, 

their preferred name). 

• The name, address and contact details of 

every person known to the school/academy 

who is a parent* to the pupil with whom the 

pupil normally resides (this is the address 

that has been used to register with their 

GP). 

• The name, address and contact details of 

any additional parent*. 

• Any other emergency contact details. 

 

In order to gather this information, every year we 

send out data collection forms. Parents are asked 

to complete the form with as much information as 

possible and then return to the school, signed and 

dated. We would ask that even where there are no 

amendments to the data collection sheet, parents 

return the form, signed and dated.  

 

Alcester Academy requests that if you change 

your contact number, move home or there are any 

other circumstances which may impact your child, 

the school is notified as a priority. 

 
N.B. *The Education Act 1996 defines a ‘parent’ 

as a). any natural parent, whether married or not, 

b). any parent who, although not a natural parent, 

has parental responsibility as defined in the Chil-

dren Act (1989) for a child or young person c). any 

person who, although not a natural parent, has 

care of a child or young person.  

Notice for Parents  

mailto:louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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The Post  

Driver required to transport students in years 7-11 from addresses in Alcester and Bidford 

to Alternative Education Providers in Warwickshire. Morning and afternoon collections  

required. Timetable of requirements will vary.  

 

Relevant driving skills and valid licence allowing the post holder to drive a “D1” size  

vehicle is essential. The successful candidate will need to be prepared to complete a  

minibus diving test organised by the Academy.  

 

Application Process  

Interested applicants should hold a clean driving licence and be subject to a full DBS 

check. Could suit retired person. Please email the school if you are interested, with a full 

CV admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. 

  

Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 

children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 

commitment. Enhanced DBS disclosure is required for appointment to this 

post. For shortlisted candidates, please be aware that online searches may be 

done as part of due diligence check.  

Casual Driver Required Hourly Rate £13.74  

Closing date: Friday 30th May at 12 noon  

Starting: As soon as possible  

Casual Driver  

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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Student Spotlight 

This week I am proud to share the success of a 

significant number of students who are excelling 

within the sports which they compete in outside 

of school. Each spotlight will focus on an individu-

al who has reached a fantastic outcome in their 

chosen sport in recent times. Each commitment 

serves as an inspiration and highlights the in-

credible talent and passion for sport we have 

within our Academy. It really is fantastic to see 

such a wide range of sporting talent being shown 

across a range of sports. 

 

Will—Athletics 

Year 1O, Oversley 

Many congratulations to Will in year 10 who  

recently competed in the two day Warwickshire 

combined events championships, held at the 

Pingles Stadium in Nuneaton.  

 

Will went into the competition knowing it was 

going to be a tough challenge, as he was up 

against the best year 10 and year 11 athletes in 

the county. His exceptional talent shone through 

during this competition with Will taking 1st place 

overall, and as a result qualifying for the next 

round of regional competition for combined 

events.  

 

This is an outstanding accomplishment for Will 

and Alcester Academy and we are extremely 

proud to have a county champion athlete repre-

senting us in competition. We wish Will the best 

of luck with his training and preparation ahead of 

the regional event later this year. 

 

Poppy—Tennis 

Year 7, Ragley  

Our year 7 tennis superstar Poppy continues to 

build her experiences within the game as she  

continues to compete and excel whilst playing at 

an impressive level. 

 

Poppy recently won a LTA Grade 4 U16 tourna-

ment in Leamington, playing some great tennis 

and beating a very strong and older opponent in 

the final, who is currently the Cambridgeshire 

No.1 in U14 age category. Poppy has also repre-

sented Warwickshire at the U14 girls county cup 

in Cheshire, playing at position 2 in the team of 5 

* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

girls. As a part of the Warwickshire team Poppy 

and her teammates beat Cheshire and Northamp-

tonshire but narrowly missed out on the chance to 

compete at the national finals. Overall it was an 

amazing weekend for Poppy to be a part of and 

experience. 

 

We wish Poppy good luck as she continues to  

work hard both on and off the court with a busy 

summer of competition ahead of her. 

 

Sophie—Football 

Year 11, Ragley  

Last week Sophie in year 11 signed off her War-

wickshire County U16 representation by helping 

the team to secure a 0-2 away victory versus Staf-

fordshire. In an entertaining match Sophie played 

a big part in helping her team to victory in the 

match. We are extremely proud of Sophie’s 

achievements in football, both within school and 

the commitment she has shown to football for the 

Warwickshire County for the previous three 

years. 

 

Danny—Karting 

Year 10, Billesley 

Danny in year 10 continues to show tremendous 

potential within karting following an impressive 

3rd place achieved in a race meet at Fulbeck Kart 

Circuit. 

 

Danny arrived around midday on Friday and got 

his kart prepared for a few hours with his driver 

coach. He then started to learn the track and was 

quite happy. 

 

Saturday morning came and he was at the track 

for 8.00am ready for scrutineering which he 

passed. The heats started and the racing was 

good. It started to get very warm which affected 

the pressures in the tyres so these had to be 

checked and adjusted every time Danny went out. 

The kart wasn’t pulling well out of the corners so 

a change to the sprocket was made to assist. Dan-

ny was struggling towards the end of the first day 

and had a headache, but he pushed through the 

first qualifying and got a 49.4 time. 

 

Danny was feeling refreshed as he entered race 

day on Sunday, although the track temperature 
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

was warm from the start. Second qualifying went 

well and Danny got a 49.1 which he was happy 

with. There were then x3 heats before the final 

and the first heat went well. On the second heat, 

another racer unfortunately pushed Danny off  

the track causing him to lose time and position. 

Ending up in 4th for the last heat. 

 

Out for the final and Danny was in 5th position 

and the rolling start didn’t go too well with Danny 

ending up in last place. There was some fast rac-

ing and the number 56 came off the track as his 

chain came off. Everyone went flying past him, 

then into the second chicane another racer made 

a poor judgement and both number 19 and Danny 

took advantage. From there on in Danny pulled 

away from him and by the end of the race had 

created a 10 second gap and earned third place! 

 

It was a long hot weekend, but some great driving 

and mechanic work from Danny. Well done on 

this fantastic performance! 

 

U13 Ragley and Alcester Cricket team 

Congratulations to Alcester Academy students 

Noah, Barney, Josh, Hugh and Eli who all  

represented the U13 Alcester and Ragley Cricket 

team at the weekend and were victorious in their 

fixture v Lapworth.  

 

We are proud of all of our year 7 students who 

were a part of this impressive victory where the 

team won by 143 runs and even more importantly 

showing the most amazing sportsmanship and 

teamwork along the way to victory. Congratula-

tions to you all and good luck for the summer 

ahead.  
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Savanna and Rosie—Football 

Year 10 

Congratulations to Savanna and Rosie in year 10 

whose club team Inkberrow won the Worcester FA 

U15 County Cup for a second season running. De-

spite an incredibly hot day for a final the team, 

captained by Rosie, did exceptionally well to run 

out 7-1 winners. 

 

 

 

 

 

George—Basketball 

Year 1O, Oversley  

Well done to George in year 10 who recently won 

the 2024-2025 season after winning the play offs 

with his club team the Warwickshire Hawks. 

George’s team have had an outstanding season 

winning all but one match which is a fantastic 

achievement! Many congratulations to George  

and the U15 Warwickshire Hawks team. 
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

This week’s sport 

South Warwickshire Athletics Trial for the 

Warwickshire County Championships 

 

Congratulations to our Alcester Academy  

athletes who have made selection for the South 

Warwickshire District athletics team who will 

be competing at the upcoming Warwickshire 

County Championships. 

Dexter  

Daisy  

Arthur  

Will  

Tom  

Jake  

Scarlett  

Amelia  

Marijke  

Morgan  

 

Summer Sport 

Please continue to check the weekly bulletin for 

clubs advertised a week in advance and on the 

notice board outside the changing rooms in PE.  

 

There is no need to sign up for any clubs apart 

from archery, you are free to turn up at 3.25pm 

that afternoon.  

 

 

Next week’s Sport timetable: 
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Endangerlings Game 

Club - PE 1 
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