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16th September 2022 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dear Parents and  

Carers, 

   

Good afternoon. Welcome 

to the first bulletin edition 

of the academic year. It is 

wonderful to have the chil-

dren back with us after a 

break and this week has 

felt ‘right and proper’ with 

a very positive buzz around 

the school. Behaviour around school, and uni-

form have both been exemplary and we all feel 

a great sense of pride as staff. The students 

have all had back to school live assemblies from 

myself. 

  

Our return however, has been somewhat affect-

ed by the very sad news of the death of Queen 

Elizabeth II. The coverage of events over the 

last week or so has evoked many emotions for 

us all. I have heard it fittingly called a period  

of contradictory  

emotion, and how 

apt that phrase is 

with the combina-

tion of the grief for 

the loss of our Queen 

and the joy of seeing 

King Charles III  

proclaimed.  
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The students have all shown complete respect in 

school as we have talked them through the ex-

pected bank holiday proceedings. Miss Buckthorp 

ran assemblies throughout the week explaining 

what the students will see and hear about in the 

days ahead that will now form part of history for 

us all. Miss Buckthorp and I attended the Procla-

mation Service for the new King in Alcester on 

Sunday. This was led by our Mayor.  I then accom-

panied our Student Captains to Globe House in 

Alcester on Monday where we laid the floral  

tribute from the Academy with the other secondary 

headteachers from the town.  

 

I had planned to be in London tomorrow as I  

drop my youngest daughter off at university.  

I anticipate trying to pay my personal thanks and 

respect, and that of the Academy at  

Westminster Hall. 

 

As a reminder, Monday 19th September is a  

Bank Holiday and school will be closed. We  

re-open on Tuesday 20th September as normal. 

 

We have opened a Book of Condolence within 

school. The students can take turns to complete 

this. We are happy to add any parental  

messages also. Please send these to   

admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk.  
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In lighter news now, this week was trips week for 

all! This was a very different start to the year for 

us but nevertheless enjoyable. On Monday, our 

new year 7s went to Blackwell Adventure on their 

team building trip, and yesterday years 8-11  

enjoyed their long-awaited reward trip that was 

postponed after that very hot heatwave in July.  

I would like to thank the staff who organised and 

supervised all of these opportunities. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new extra-curricular offer has started this 

week to include our new look sports opportunities. 

Yet again, staff are committing to hours of extra 

time with the students this academic year. There 

was a real energy this week as the rehearsals for 

The Greatest Showman started along with set and 

prop design, and the PE practises began. The  

potential teams are looking good for the season 

ahead! 

  

Home Academy Agreements 

A booklet of various agreements has gone home 

this week via your child. This includes some key 

information for you. Please could you return the 

signed agreements back to your child’s tutor by 

Tuesday 20th September 2022. Thank you. We will 

chase any that are missing afterwards. 
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Welcome new staff 

I am delighted to introduce four new staff to you. 

We hope that they are very happy with us here.  

  

Mr Moffatt – Head of PE 

I am proud to be joining 

the team at Alcester  

Academy this academic 

year as Head of PE and 

am looking forward to 

serving the community 

of Alcester and sur-

rounding areas in years 

to come. 

  

My journey into teaching began with studying 

for a Bachelor of Science degree in Sport Sci-

ence at University in Livepool, where I gradu-

ated and later went on to study for a Post 

Graduate Certificate in Education at the Uni-

versity of Warwick. My teaching career began 

at an all-boys selective Grammar School in the 

town of Rugby and I am now entering my 

10th year of teaching/leading secondary PE. I 

will be joining Alcester Academy from a large 

comprehensive school in the city of Coventry, 

where I was Head of Faculty for PE and Sport. 

  

Fundamental to my vision and values are that 

Physical Education holds an essential role in 

the education of all young people. I am incredi-

bly excited to have the opportunity to lead PE 

at Alcester Academy around a learning envi-

ronment that will allow pupils to achieve excel-

lence through maximum participation in the 

numerous roles that are embedded within 

sport and our wider society. As a PE team, we 

will be looking to create a generation of young 

adults that are enthused and excited about 

physical activity, but also who acknowledge 

the benefit and the value it holds. I strongly 

believe that learning should not be restricted to 

the classroom environment and extra-

curricular sporting activities will be of central 

importance to my role at the school. I look for-

ward to sharing details of the extra-curricular 

programme for Sport with you and celebrating 

the sporting success of your children over the 

coming years. Please do follow school accounts 

on Twitter – Aacademy_PE and Instagram - 

@alcesteracademype for regular updates. 

  

Prior to teaching, most of my work within 

Sport centred around Football, where I gained 

a range of experiences including working with 

the Academy of former premier league team 

Blackburn Rovers FC, as well as coaching Soc-

cer in the USA and Canada. My own partici-

pation within competitive sport has now 

stopped, however my passion for all sports as a 

teacher of PE, fan and coach remain central to 

my interests. I also have a passion for health 

and fitness and have entered numerous races 

of differing distances up to running a full mar-

athon which I completed in London in 2018 – 

the hottest London Marathon on record.   
  

Mrs Kowal – Head of RE 

Hello, I’m Aiyana Kowal.  

I’m excited to lead RE at 

Alcester Academy; a school 

where it’s obvious Theolo-

gy, Philosophy, and Ethics 

has been taught outstand-

ingly, resourced fantasti-

cally, and enthusiastically 

received by your young 

people.  I’m looking for-

ward to helping them con-

tinue their journey learning about the religions 

and beliefs they see represented in the world 

around them, and developing their own con-

sidered and thoughtful responses.  Outside of 

school I enjoy family games night – cards, 

boardgames, snacks, shouting, laughter, and 

lots of winning for me. 
  

Mrs Taylor – Attendance Officer 

Hi, I am Paula Taylor, 

newly appointed Attend-

ance Officer. I have experi-

ence within the pastoral 

and attendance field 

across primary and sec-

ondary schools within 

Worcestershire. 

 

Having a 14-year-old daughter provides 

the most relevant experience including  

empathy with regards to parenting a  

teenager! 

 

My hobbies include renovating properties, 

gardening and music. 
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I am looking forward to meeting our school 

community and already feel part of the 

family here at Alcester Academy. I am pas-

sionate about attendance and supporting 

families, I am very approachable, so please 

do not hesitate to contact me should you 

need any support. 
  

Miss Howard – Teaching Assistant 

Hello, my name is  

Miss Howard and I am 

thrilled to be joining  

Alcester Academy. I have 

previously worked in a 

local primary school and 

am excited to have been 

given the opportunity to 

get to know everyone here. 

During my first few days, 

I have felt a lovely vibe around school - all 

staff and pupils have already been incredibly 

welcoming. When I’m not in school, I enjoy 

spending time with my pony and looking after 

our pigs, sheep and chickens. 
  

Open Week 2022 next week 

We are thrilled to open our doors next week for 

tours of the academy. Please don’t forget that we 

have an early finish on Thursday 22nd September 

to get ready for Open Evening. Students will be 

dismissed at 1.30pm. 
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Good new stories 

Skye—year 8—Thank you for helping out at the 

community centre over the summer with the meals 

for local children. 

 

Diana—year 10—for some wonderful art work that 

is displayed in school. 

 

Thalia—year 11—for a stunning portrait. 
 

Alcester Town Greig Hall 

Thank you to those students who are helping to 

create the stunning art work that will be used at 

The Greig Hall. 

 

Thank you year 7s 

Yesterday, our year 7s helped to contribute to the 

Flowers for Elizabeth project during their art ses-

sions. This is an Escape Arts project and the  

flowers created by local children will be displayed 

in the window of the former Debenhams unit in 

Stratford. 
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Year 7/8 

Staff do let year 7/8 out at around 3.23pm in order 

to ease the congestion at the exit point in school. 

  

Cycling to school 

Once again, I am insisting that any child who cy-

cles to school MUST wear a helmet for safety. Just 

yesterday I had an anonymous resident phone up 

to report a student not wearing a helmet, with no 

regard for the road and in fact, not even holding on 

to his handle bars. Thank you! 

 

‘Friends’ virtual meeting – PTA 

The first meeting of the newly restored PTA will be 

on Thursday 29th September at 7pm via TEAMS. 

Please contact admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk if 

you wish to be involved and sent the meeting link. 

Thank you in advance. 

 

Reminder – Parent Face Book Groups 

I would much prefer that any issues requiring a 

comment or discussion are raised directly with 

school if parents have any concerns please. We do 

have a social media policy outlining this that is 

based upon the Warwickshire local authority mod-

el. https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/files/Social

_Media_Policy_for_Parents_AA.pdf 

 

The school has a main Facebook account and  

several twitter accounts with the main being 

@AlcesterAcademy. 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/news/twitter--

-facebook 

 

I am sure that the weekend ahead is going to be 

one of very mixed emotions. I wish you a peaceful 

few days ahead with your family where you can 

spend some quality time together reflecting on the 

whirlwind of the last week or so. I feel extremely 

proud to be a member of the United Kingdom, no 

more so than at this present time. The whole world 

will pay testament to our patriotism and desire to 

uphold the very highest values and traditions this 

weekend. May Queen Elizabeth II rest in eternal 

peace. God Save The King! 

 

Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher 

  

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/files/Social_Media_Policy_for_Parents_AA.pdf
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/files/Social_Media_Policy_for_Parents_AA.pdf
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/news/twitter---facebook
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/news/twitter---facebook
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I will attempt to share with you any money saving 

tips and ideas in the bulletin. I hope that you will 

find this of use in the current financial climate. 

  

Help with your energy bills -  

Help for Households 

What is the Energy Bills Support Scheme? 
• Over the past year, global energy prices 

have soared, with wholesale gas prices 

alone quadrupling. This has led to an un-

precedented rise in household energy bills 

• the Energy Bills Support Scheme will deliver 

a £400 non-repayable discount to eligible 

households to help with energy bills from 

October 

• this is an £11.7 billion scheme which forms 

part of the £37 billion cost of living assis-

tance package for consumers over winter 

2022 to 2023 

• the scheme will help around 29 million 

households across Great Britain 

• there is no need to apply for the discount. 

Energy suppliers will deliver this support to 

GB households with a domestic electricity 

connection over 6 months from October 

2022. 

Who is eligible for the Energy Bills Support 

Scheme? 
• All households with a domestic electricity 

connection in Great Britain are eligible for 

the £400 discount. There is no need to con-

tact energy suppliers concerning this.How 

will I receive the discount? 

• The £400 discount will be administered by 

suppliers and paid to consumers over 6 

months with payments starting from  

October 2022, to ensure households receive 

financial support over the winter months 

• households will see a discount of £66 ap-

plied to their energy bills in October and 

November, rising to £67 each month from 

December through to March 2023 

• the discount will be provided on a monthly 

basis regardless of whether consumers pay 

monthly, quarterly or have an associated 

payment card 

• households will never be asked for their 

bank details, and those with a domestic 

electricity connection will not need to apply 

• there is no need to contact your supplier as 

all domestic electricity customers will be 

automatically eligible. Electricity bill payers 

should enquire with their supplier if they 

have not received their first instalment by 

the end of October. 

 

Managing money and debt –  

Warwickshire County Council 
Warwickshire do have advice for citizens on their 

website. This covers housing, welfare, food banks 

and other key areas too. 

 

Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme –  

Warwickshire County Council  
This link holds information on the Household fund 

for families. 

 

The Government announced in the Spring state-

ment that they will be extending the Household 

Support Fund until 30 September 2022. This fund 

is designed to be used to support households fac-

ing financial challenges due to the cost of living 

rises, particularly those including children and 

pensioners to ensure that they can access the 

support they need to afford food, energy and as-

sociated Our eligibility criteria balances support-

ing as many residents as we can with targeting 

our limited funds to support those who need our 

help the most. 

 

https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/help-with-your-bills/
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/help-with-your-bills/
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/facinghardship
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/facinghardship
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/localwelfarescheme
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/localwelfarescheme
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Applicants need to be: 

• a legal resident in the UK 

• aged 16 or over 

• have no other access to funds or enough 

resources to pay for food or energy 

• experiencing a situation which poses a seri-

ous health or safety risk to themselves or 

their family 

• a resident of Warwickshire for the last six 

months or three of the last five years 

• a member of the armed forces who can 

demonstrate a strong connection to War-

wickshire costs. 

 

Cheaper broadband and phone packages - 

Ofcom 
Information here on cost effective mobile  

packages 

News after the appointment of the new 

Prime Minister 
 

The government has announced an Energy Price 

Guarantee which will limit the price suppliers can 

charge customers for units of gas and electricity. 

Measures to tackle the root causes of the issues in 

the UK energy market through increased supply 

have also been announced. 

Typical UK households will pay no more than 

£2,500 a year on their energy bill for the next two 

years from Saturday 1 October, saving the average 

household £1,000 a year based on current energy 

prices from October. This comes in addition to the 

announced £400 energy bills discount for all 

households and together they will bring costs 

close to where the energy price cap stands 

(written 8th September 2022). 

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/phones-telecoms-and-internet/advice-for-consumers/costs-and-billing/social-tariffs
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/phones-telecoms-and-internet/advice-for-consumers/costs-and-billing/social-tariffs
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Congratulations to the following for being winners in our Mr Men book writing competition! 

 

Premier 1st place—H. Covill with Mme Pajama 

Deuxième 2nd place—M. Duffill with Mme Pluie 

Troisième 3rd place—J.Perry with M.Balle and F. Buckley with Mme Fleur 

 

Finalistes:  D. Edkins 

                   K. Richards 

                    M. Ellix 

                    F. Griffiths 

                    S. Casey 

                    D. Ryan 

                    G. Nicholls 

                    L. Edwards 

                    M. Cox 

                    S. Smith 

                    A. Bates 

                    A. Dipple 

 

Mr Men Winners— Many congratulations 

Are you a keen baker?  
Would you like to enter our  
European Day of Languages baking competition?  
Open to all year groups.  

 

MFL Bake-Off Challenge 
 
Do you enjoy baking? If yes, then this competition may be for you. 
As part of European Day of Languages, we would like to you to  
either: 
1. Research cakes, pastries, biscuits and baked goods from another 
country in the world. Make a cake/cakes/biscuits of your choice OR 
2. Make any cake of your choice and decorate it with a European 
day of Languages theme. 
 
Please provide an information card with your entry to  
describe what you have made and why. 
 
Bring your entries to the conference room during tutor time on 
Monday 26th September. 
 
Entries will be judged by WE/GR and ME. You will be able to take 
your entries home at the end of the day. 
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Epraise Leaderboard—past 7 days 

 

Top Students—past 7 days: 

1 Oscar   8BI 27 points 

2 Morgan  8BI 25 points 

3 Amelia  8NE 24 points 

3 Grace  7LE 24 points 

3 Benjamin  7LE 24 points 

3 Devan  8MO 24 points 

7 Hollie  8BI 23 points 

7 Skye   8BI 23 points 

9 Aeron  8NE 20 points 

9 Tom   7LE 20 points 
 
 

Top Tutor Group—past 7 days: 

1 7LE  383 points 

2 8BI  376 points 

3 7WI  361 points 

4 8NE  330 points 

5 8MO  319 points 

6 9HL  295 points 

7 7TN  275 points 

8 7KA  261 points 

9 8MA  259 points 

10 9RO  248 points 

Top Staff—past 7 days: 

1 Mr Martin  817 points 

2 Mr Bowater  621 points 

3 Mr Bastock  476 points 

4 Mrs Stedman 392 points 

5 Mr Yarrington 361 points 

6 Miss Bishop   354 points 

7 Miss Lewis  344 points 

8 Miss Taylor  330 points 

9 Mr Anderson 253 points 

10 Miss Burgess 243 points 
 

 

Top Subjects—past 7 days: 

1 Maths     1058 points 

2 Geography  1004 points 

3 Science  900 points 

4 English  722 points 

5 IT   615 points 

6 History  447 points 

7 Art   346 points 

8 French  191 points 

9 Computing  110 points 

10 Performing Arts 91 points 
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School Attendance — up to 15.9.22 

Whole School attendance this week—96.9% 

 

This week's top tutor groups: 

7WI — 100% - amazing! 

8BI — 97.8% - brilliant! 

9RO — 100% - amazing! 

10HE — 100% - amazing! 

11BA — 97.7% - brilliant! 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support and I 

look forward to working with you to achieve 

the best possible attendance.  

Mrs Paula Taylor—Attendance Officer 
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We were very lucky to have so 

many of our year 7 students in 

the Academy for our Summer 

School. During the first week of 

the summer holidays over 70 

students from year 7 attended 

the week of fun, games and 

work! 

Many students start secondary 

school not knowing others so 

there was no better start to the 

week than team games. Stu-

dents were encouraged to work 

as a team to solve problems in a 

physical capacity. Working  

together students quickly got to 

know each other and new  

friendships were created. The 

students were amazing from the 

very first day and enjoyed great 

success at the team challenges. 

 

A fitting theme to our second 

day was alternative energy. We 

invited Small Piece Trust into 

school to work with the students 

on designing and building a 

wind turbine to generate  

electricity. Students working as 

a team designed and built some 

MONDAY 25TH JULY TO FRIDAY 29TH JULY 
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amazing structures that were 

tested at the end of the day.  It 

was impressive to see that all 

teams had built a turbine that 

generated electricity. What a 

great bunch of budding  

engineers we have! 

 

Physical activities continued 

into day 3, where students were 

able to face challenges of fear: 

heights and small spaces. Al-

cester Academy became ‘Wales’ 

for the day with its very own 

climbing and caving experience.  

It was great to see students 

being so fearless in taking on 

the heights of the wall and 

small enclosures of the cave. 

We moved into day 4 to chal-

lenge our mental capacity with 

two escape rooms for the stu-

dents to solve; they became pi-

rates and superheroes all in 

one day. Now with budding 

friendships, students worked 

very effectively to solve some of 

the complex problems. We are 

so lucky to have students at 

Alcester Academy that are able 

to work together in such a ca-

pacity that challenges them all.  

We were pleased that all stu-

dents were able to ‘Escape’ from 

the room. We continued our 

brain work with extended  

writing tasks, based on the 

theme of ’13 Words’ by Lemony  

Snicket and building 3D kites.  

It is becoming tradition to end 

our summer school week with a 

bouncy castle and this year did 

not disappoint – the castle gets 

bigger every year. A great week 

for all.  It was really nice to be 

able to get to know the students 

before they start Alcester and 

for the students to get to know 

the school before they start. A 

big thank you to the staff team 

(Mr Bastock, Mrs Bennett, 

Miss Buckley, Mrs Hands, Miss 

Home, Mis Kavanagh, Miss 

Lewis, Miss Radbourne, Miss 

Taylor) for all their efforts to 

deliver such a fun filled week 

for the students. 

Mr Bastock 
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House System 

This year, we are having a large focus on our 

House competition within the Academy.  

 

Students should all know which Houses they are 

in—Billesley, Ragley, Greville and Oversley, and 

there will be a lot of opportunities to win points 

for their House, before our final competition of 

the year - Sport's Day!  

 

There will be assemblies next week for years 

7,8,9 and 10 to go over this.  

 

Keep an eye out for our House page on the  

bulletin for weekly updates on scores across the 

year! 

 

Miss Lewis 

Extra-curricular  

activities  
 

This week your child has watched an assembly 

about the extracurricular activities available 

within Alcester Academy.   

 

There is a google form for all students to fill in 

to let us know which clubs they would like to 

take part in. This has been emailed to all stu-

dents on their google email.  

 

Please can we ask that you talk to your child at 

home about the clubs on offer and encourage 

them to fill in the form at home if they have not 

already done so in school.  

 

The deadline for completing the form is Friday 

16th September. 

 

Miss Sacco 
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LRC News  
 

WTBA 2022 

Shortlisting for the Warwickshire Teen Book 

Award will begin next week.  For this award the 

students themselves choose the four books for the 

shortlist from a longlist of eight books that were 

chosen by staff at Warwickshire Schools Library 

Service (WSLS).  

 

During English lessons, some students in year 9 

will spend five minutes with an extract from each 

of the eight longlisted books.  They will then each 

vote for the four they think they would most like to 

continue reading.  The results from Alcester Acade-

my will then be sent off to WSLS to be counted 

with votes from all the other Warwickshire schools 

that are taking part.  

 

We are looking forward to seeing which four books 

will be chosen and can’t wait to start reading! 

 

Accelerated Reading 

The Accelerated Reading system is now 

available for all students in year 7 and 

English sets 2 to 5 in year 8, and 3 to 5 

in year 9 to quiz on the books they are reading. 

 

Please only quiz on new books that you have read 

since the start of September.   

 

To access Accelerated Reader quizzing at home:  

Make sure are using Google Chrome and this 

link/URL to access the system:  

 

https://ukhosted26.renlearn.co.uk/1893467/  

 

Then type in your username (your school network 

name) and the password - abc  
 

Online LRC for students 

For reading ideas and up-to-

date news about the LRC, 

please join the LRC Google 

Classroom. 

 

Twitter account for parents 
 

The LRC has its own twitter account, 

please follow us for all our latest 

news: @AA_LRC_Library. 

 

 

Mrs Hands 

https://ukhosted26.renlearn.co.uk/1893467/
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Term Dates 2022-23 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2022 
School closed   Monday 5th & Tuesday 6th September 2022 
    Teacher training days 
 
Autumn Term begins 
Years 7 and 11  only  Wednesday 7th September 2022 
Years 8, 9 and 10 only  Thursday 8th September 2022 
All students back  Friday 9th September 2022 
 
Half term   Monday 24th October – Friday 28th October 2022 
Back to school   Monday 31st October 2022 
   
Autumn Term ends  Friday 16th December 2022 at 12.40pm 
  
SPRING TERM 2023 
School closed   Tuesday 3rd January 2023 
    Teacher training day 
 
Spring Term begins  Wednesday 4th January 2023 
 
Half Term    Monday 20th – Friday 24th February 2023 
Back to school   Monday 27th February 2023 
  
Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 31st March 2023 at 12.40pm 
  
SUMMER TERM 2023 
Summer Term begins  Monday 17th April 2023 
 
May Bank Holiday   Monday 1st May 2023 
 
Half Term    Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2023 
Back to school   Monday 5th June 2023 
     
Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 
 
School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 
    Disaggregated teacher training days 
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On Monday 12th September, we 

took 128 year 7 students to 

Blackwell Adventure where they 

participated in a range of adven-

turous and exciting activities, 

including archery, crate stack-

ing, the giant zip wire, the 

climbing wall and many more.  

 

These activities not only gave 

students the opportunity to push 

themselves out of their comfort 

zone, but also supported them in 

developing team building skills 

and getting to know students 

they may not have known prior 

to the day.   

  

Throughout the day, I was so 

impressed with the behaviour, 

attitude and maturity of all our 

students, and it was lovely to see 

them support and encourage 

each other during some of the 

more challenging activities such 

as the zip wire and get competi-

tive in some of the games during 

archery.   

  

Overall, the trip was a brilliant 

success and I want to say a mas-

sive thank you to the students 

whose behaviour was exemplary.

 They really were great repre-

sentatives of our school. I would 

also like to say a special thank 

you to all the staff that support-

ed the trip on the day and 

helped organise it, and to all the 

parents for their support. And 

finally, a big thank you to the 

staff at Blackwell Adventure 

who were a fantastic support to 

our students.    

 

I look forward to the rest of the 

year. Miss Hammond  

Blackwell Adventure trip for year 7s 
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PE Kit Notices 

• Please ensure that your child has their Alcester Academy PE kit and 

bag clearly labelled so that it can be correctly identified 

• PE socks are required as an item of PE kit for personal hygiene.  

Students should be changing into and out of their PE socks each lesson 

• All students will require shin pads for the curriculum areas of Football 

and Hockey 

• It is strongly advised that all students have a gum shield to safely  

participate in activity areas of Rugby and Hockey 

• Any students who are excused from PE will still be expected to change 

into PE kit unless it is physically difficult 


