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17th December 2021 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

 Dear parents, carers, grandparents, 

Governors, staff and students, 

  

We made it! What a fabulous end of 

term too! Thank you to all of the staff 

involved in making this another end 

of term to remember and for creating 

some wonderful memories for the 

students. Highlights in the last ten 

days have included the year 7  

theatre trip, the year 8 trip to the 

German Market, ice-skating, the recorded 

Christmas Concert, the year 9 panto, our food 

bank collection, Christmas Jumper Day today, 

Christmas dinners and how could I leave out 

SLT bingo for year 7 and 8! This is now  

becoming quite a tradition. Elf Cooke joined 

this year of course too!  

 

Many thanks for the messages, cards 

and sweet treats for staff! It is  

appreciated very much indeed. 

   

The year 8 written reports went out 

this week. It was an absolute privi-

lege reading and signing these. This 

is the first step in our GCSE Options 

process as students begin to look at 

strengths and areas to develop fur-

ther. I was thrilled to sign so many 

letters of commendation across other year 

groups too. 
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Hopefully by now, you know that we always try 

and go above and beyond at Alcester Academy. 

This simply would not be possible without the 

staff team creating these opportunities for all of 

our students. As we close this year, I want to just 

spend a moment reflecting on how lucky I certain-

ly am to have such a superb team around me; I 

include every member of staff in that apprecia-

tion.  I wish them all a restful and safe Christmas 

period ahead. 

 

I have included some images for you later on in 

this edition from the last year. There is such an 

array of learning covered by these. Mrs Woodman 

and I were trying to piece this year together. We 

didn’t return fully in January did we because of 

coronavirus? There are therefore some lockdown 

images included! Highlights for me this year were 

engaging with the Cherry Trees nursing home 

virtually when our students visited by camera, the 

quality of our virtual live lessons and remote Su-

per Learning Days, A Tenner For Tom, the 

Headteacher Challenges, Beauty and the Beast (of 

course), Rock Academy live finally, Project SOS 

with year 11, the return to school finally and 

many, many others. 

 

Welcome  
Miss Knowles 

We welcomed Miss 

Knowles to school this 

week as Miss Bishop’s 

maternity replacement. 

Hopefully we will see  

Miss Bishop for a short 

while after Christmas still! 

 

 

Congratulations Toby 

Congratulations to Toby in 

year 10 for winning a £20 

voucher from Educaterers 

after entering a recent  

competition. Pictured here 

with our fabulous Catering 

Manager. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charity Events 

We’ve had another bumper year regarding charity 

contributions also: 

 

Non-Uniform (September)  
Jeanes for Genes £1,152.25 

  

Non-Uniform (October)  
Myton Hospice £1,026 

  

Poppy Appeal £787.64  
donated after expenses 

  

Greig Hall Christmas Raffle £400 

  

Liv’s Angels – to date 
£907. 

I can’t thank you  
enough for your support 

in these areas.  

 

 

  

The Arden Food Bank Collection 

 

Christmas Jumper Day, 
today’s total so far is £1069 shared  

between Save The Children,  
Red Wings Horse Sanctuary 

and Asthma UK. 
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Your generosity has been spectacular. 

Thank you – Arden Food Bank 

Your contributions yesterday were just amazing.  

I know that the Food Bank are delighted to  

receive these from us once a year. It makes a huge 

difference. 

 

Updating medical records 

The end of year trips highlight those students for 

whom medical details may have changed. If your 

child no longer needs or uses an inhaler, as an ex-

ample, please can you update the main office after 

Christmas. 

  

Our professionals 

On behalf of staff and students, can I take this op-

portunity to thank all of the professionals that we 

work along-side during any given calendar year. 

There are so many to list (and I would be fright-

ened of missing one out). We really value the time 

that you give to us all. Merry Christmas! 

  

Covid over Christmas 

We are thinking of those families who are affected 

by Covid as we break up. This includes several 

staff. Please take care. 

 

There is no need to update us now over the  

Christmas period on positive cases. Please do this 

upon return from Tuesday 4th January 2022. 

 

If the landscape on coronavirus changes over the 

Christmas period, we will update you with a com-

munication to provide further details. In the event 

of omicron cases growing exponentially, we are 

ready to revert back to bubbles, or teach on line via 

Google Classroom instantly. Let’s hope not though! 

 

Details of our provision is all on the website—

Coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 

Advice continues to be to seek a PCR as required if 

you are experiencing symptoms. 

 

 

 

 

  

Hello Alcester Academy 

 

Over the last couple of weeks, we have seen an increase in client numbers at the foodbank. We 

have also provided 170 Christmas parcels to local families with primary aged children. As a re-

sult our stock levels had dwindled. 

 

The volume of donations that we picked up today will greatly help to restore this. 

Please pass on thanks to all pupils and staff for their generosity. 

 

With best wishes for a Happy Christmas  - Helen from the Arden Food Bank 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/life-at-alcester-academy/coronavirus--covid-19-


 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 4 

  

January 2022 – return to school 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Teacher training day 

   

Wednesday 5th January 2022 

Year 7, 8 and 10 only in school 

 

Thursday 6th January 2022 

Year 9 and 11 only in school 

Year 10 revision at home 

Year 7/8 work posted on G/Classroom.  

Year 11 live parents’ evening in the hall 

(covid rates permitting at the time) 

 

Friday 7th January 2022 

All students back in school 

 

New January Routines 

I will write to you as always before we return to 

school with these reminders. We will be releasing 

both year 7s and year 8s at 3.23pm each day  

from January, in order to return to a slightly 

staggered finish time and a calmer exit. 

 

Equally, we will be altering the dinner rota after 

Christmas so that year 10s come in directly after 

year 11s followed by year 9, year 8 and then year 

7s. Year 7 and 8 should wait in the front play-

ground until called for their canteen turn. 

  

Safeguarding over Christmas 

The website home page will have advice and con-

tact details for you as needed over the Christmas 

break. 

We will leave key details of who you can contact 

for support over the Christmas period on the web-

site homepage. 

https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/safe

guarding-children 

To contact the Front Door services please 

call: 01926 414144.  

Lines are open Monday to Thursday 8.30am - 

5.30pm, Friday 8.30am - 5.00pm. 

If you need to get in touch out of usual office 

hours, please contact the Emergency Duty 

Team immediately by calling 01926 886922. 

  

Uniform and Equipment 

Please update items as needed over Christmas, 

thank you. I know I risk repeating myself, but 

shoes should be polishable, we don’t allow nose 

studs and year 11s can revert back to a plain 

round necked black sweatshirt after the warmth 

of their hoody in the exam hall only for mocks. 

Hoodies are not permitted items. 

  

Outside of School Success 

Congratulations to 

Jefferson in year 9 

who competed in his 

first national level 

cyclocross race last 

Sunday, finishing 

22nd. A good perfor-

mance against the 

best in the country. 

 

Meanwhile, his sister Marijke 

in year 7 continues good form 

in the West Midlands Young 

Athletes cross country league 

(the strongest league in the 

country), currently holding 3rd 

place in the league of over 100 

 athletes, many of whom are a 

year older than her. Congratu-

lations to both students.  

 

We are sending our prayers and thoughts to  

Sharon and Matt, on the first anniversary of dear 

Liv’s passing. R.I.P. Never forgotten. 

  

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank you all for your amazing support and en-

couragement over another challenging year. We 

are all extremely grateful for this and we never 

take it for granted. I never do. 

  

I wish you all a safe Christmas season ahead. I 

hope that you find time to rest and have quality 

family time together.  Yet again our students 

have shown true Alcester Academy values this 

year and we are so very proud of them all. We 

look forward to seeing them in 2022! 

 

Best wishes 

Sarah Mellors on behalf of staff and governors 

 

https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/safeguarding-children
https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/safeguarding-children


 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 5 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 6 

Top Students—Autumn Term: 

1 Jack   8HL 188 points 

2 Callum  8KA 156 points 

3 Maya  8SO 150 points 

4 Ted   10MA 149 points 

5 Molly   7HT 147 points 

6 Lottie   7WI 141 points 

7 Luke  10LE 136 points 

8 Zak   8SO 135 points 

8 Dylan   7WI 135 points 

10 Mia   8SO 132 points 

 

Well done everyone! Mrs Mellors 
  

Top Tutor Groups—Autumn Term: 

1 7HT  2717 points 

2 8SO  2533 points 

3 7SI  2392 points 

4 7WI  2350 points 

5 7TY  2276 points 

6 8HL  2207 points 

7 7RA  2150 points 

8 8KA  2131 points 

9 8PW  1992 points 

10 10MA  1897 points 

 

 
 

 

 

Top Subjects—Autumn Term: 

1 Geography  7391 points 

2 Maths   6490 points 

3 Science   5781 points 

4 Art   4389 points 

5 IT   4130 points 

6 English   2965 points 

7 PE   2897 points 

8 German  1691 points 

9 French   1625 points 

10 BTEC PE  792 points 

 

 

Top Staff—Autumn Term: 

1 Mr Bowater  4792 points 

2 Mr Bastock  4197 points 

3 Mr Yarrington  4025 points 

4 Mr Martin  3630 points 

5 Mr Powell  3300 points 

6 Mr Anderson  2866 points 

7 Mrs Stedman  2841 points 

8 Miss Heitmuller 2012 points 

9 Miss Lewis  1782 points 

10 Miss Burgess   1729 points 

Epraise Updates——Autumn Term 2021 
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Thinking about buying a book as a gift 

this Christmas?  

 

Why not buy one for our English  

department?  

 

We are keen to expand our selection of 

class readers but funds are short!  

 

Check out our Amazon Wish List  

if you think you can help: 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/

1GOJVLAIZSRFT?ref_=wl_share 

Our English department wish list 

Have you seen this bike? 

Please contact   
head@alcesteracademy.org.uk.  

It was recently taken from 

a home in Alcester and 

the owner has reached 

out for any information. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1GOJVLAIZSRFT?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1GOJVLAIZSRFT?ref_=wl_share
mailto:head@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Frankfurt Christmas Market visit 

On Friday, 10th December, we took 110 year 8  

students to the Frankfurt Christmas Market in 

Birmingham. Students had the opportunity to ex-

plore the market and try some of the traditional 

German food, as well as buy presents for family 

and friends. A great day out was had by all! 

 

Miss Heitmuller 

On Friday of last week we went to the  

Frankfurt Christmas Market in Birming-

ham. I think, writing about it now, it is 

one of the best trips we have been on so far.  

 

When we arrived, we were allowed to go 

around the market with our friends and 

really experience first-hand some of the 

German culture, as well as taste some of 

the brilliant food. There were also some 

lovely Christmas presents that lots of peo-

ple bought for their family and friends.  

 

In the market, the atmosphere was lively 

and the decorations really got us in the 

Christmas spirit with live music playing 

traditional German songs in the back-

ground.  

 

By Charlie, year 8 
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Year 11 

Mock Results & Parents’ Evening — Thursday 6th January 2022 - 4-6.30pm 

GCSE Mock Exams 2 — weeks beginning Monday 28th February & 7th March 2022 

Full Report published to parents/carers — Thursday 7th April 2022   

GCSE Examinations — Monday 16th May —  Tuesday 28th June 2022  

(these dates are provisional and will be confirmed by the awarding bodies imminently) 

GCSE Contingency Day — Wednesday 29th June 2022 - all students must be available 

 
Year 10 

Internal Exams — weeks commencing Monday 10th & 17th January 2022 

Exam Results Report published to parents/carers — Thursday 17th February 2022 

Internal MFL Speaking Exams — week commencing Monday 20th June 2022 

Full Report published to parents/carers — Monday 20th June 2022 

 
Year 9 

Parents’ Evening via SchoolCloud — Thursday 24th March 2022 – 4-6.30pm 

Internal Exams — weeks commencing Monday 28th March & 4th April 2022 

Full Report published to parents/carers — Friday 20th May 2022 

Data Report published to parents/carers — Monday 18th July 2022 

 
Year 8 

Parents’ Evening via SchoolCloud — Thursday 3rd March 2022 - 4-6.30pm 

In-class Exams — week commencing Monday 14th March 2022 

Data Report published to parents/carers — Thursday 7th April 2022 

Options Evening — Wednesday 4th May 2022 — time tbc 

Data Report published to parents/carers — Monday 20th June 2022 

 
Year 7 

Parents’ Evening via SchoolCloud — Thursday 17th February 2022 – 4-6.30pm 

Data Report published to parents/carers — Thursday 7th April 2022 

In-class Exams — week commencing Monday 13th June 2022 

Full Report published to parents/carers — Wednesday 20th July 2022 

Exam, Reporting & Parents’ Evening Timetable  

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1005303-0
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On Monday and Tuesday of this week, over 400 

students participated in our annual ice-skating 

trip to Warwick Castle.  

 

The weather was very mild and much fun was 

had by all. It was lovely to see so many students, 

who had not had the opportunity to skate before, 

participating in the activity.  

 

A definite highlight for year 9 was sharing the ice 

with the famous Steve Backshall! We look forward 

to our return visit next year.  

Annual ice-skating trip to Warwick Castle 
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Term Dates 2022 

 

SPRING TERM 2022 

School closed   Tuesday 4th January 2022—Teacher training day 

 

Spring Term begins   

Years 7, 8 and 10 in school Wednesday 5th January 2022  

 

Years 9 and 11 in school Thursday 6th January 2022  

 

All students back in school Friday 7th January 2022  

 

Half Term    Monday 21st – Friday 25th February 2022 

Back to school   Monday 28th February 2022 

  

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 8th April 2022 

  

SUMMER TERM 2022 

Summer Term begins  Monday 25th April 2022 

 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 2nd May 2022 

 

Half Term    Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 2022 

Back to school   Monday 6th June 2022 

         

Summer Term ends  Wednesday 20th July 2022 at 12.40pm    

 

2021/2022  TERM DATES ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE 

Year 7                 Year 8                 Year 9                 Year 10               Year 11  Whole School 

91.6%                   92.9%                 92.2%                  90.4%                   90.2%  91.5% 

School Attendance — up to 16.12.21 

  

This week's top Tutor Groups  

  

7TY – 94.8%, 8PW – 98.9%, 9BW – 94.8%, 10LE – 98.3%  and 11HK – 95.3%. 

  

Well done! Mrs Hodges 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/life-at-alcester-academy/term-dates
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I thank all at the Academy for the work and support they gave to this year’s Poppy  

Appeal. Your display of poppies is a great reminder of Remembrancetide and the  

reasons why this part of the year is special to us. 

  

The display is also a very good way of raising money for those ex-service men and 

women in need and it will certainly go towards us reaching a total of about £10,000 

this year, which is an exceptional amount given the current circumstances. 

  

Best regards 

David Malin 

Poppy Appeal Organiser for the Alcester District 
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The Learning Resource Centre (LRC) aims to  

provide a lively, welcoming and well-resourced  

environment to support the learning and teaching 

within the school. 

 

Things to note from the LRC: 

Thursday 3rd March – World Book Day 

 

Monday 21st March to Thursday 24th March 

– A Scholastic Book Fair will be held in the 

LRC, which will be open to all students at 

breaks and lunchtimes. 

LRC Online Google Classroom Code - 

dt6iw3u 

LRC Twitter Account - @AA_LRC_Library 

W9BA is a book award for year 9 students  

The shortlist of four books was selected by year 9 

students from across Warwickshire by holding 

‘longlist speed dating’ events with ten books. Back 

in September year nine students took part in a 

‘speed dating’ session – the students were given 

the opportunity to see extracts from each of the 

ten books, each student was given ten minutes to 

spend with each extract and at the end of the 

whole session they awarded points to the extracts 

in order of which they would like to read more of.  

 

Points from across Warwickshire were collated 

and the four most popular books chosen for the 

book award were: One in a hundred thousand – 

Linni Ingemundsen, The boy I am – K L Kettle, 

Wrecked – Louisa Reid, The Island – C L Taylor. 

 

 

During a very busy term the students somehow 

managed to find time to read these books and  

voting for their favourites took place on 6th De-

cember.  

 

Today I have received an email from the School 

Library Service who are delighted to announce 

that the winner, chosen by the students is— 

The Island by CL Taylor.  

 

Please watch this video from the winning author : 

https://sls.warwickshire.gov.uk/september-

2021/book-awards/year-9-book-award-2021-the-

results  

 

Congratulations also go to two of our students 

who are competition winners: Sam and Archie – 

their prizes will be awarded after Christmas!  

Warwickshire Book Award, which will start 

after Christmas, offers Year 8 pupils from schools 

all over the county the opportunity to read 6 

shortlisted titles and review their favourites with 

their peers.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 

meet with students from other schools and pro-

mote the enjoyment of reading.  The shortlisting 

for the 2022 award has been completed and the 

following books have been chosen: 

 

 

 

 

Cardboard Cowboys – Brian Conaghan 

When the world was ours – Liz Kessler 

Asking for a friend – Kate Malinder 

The supreme lie – Geraldine McCaughrean 

The monsters of Rockhaven – Kenny Padraig 

The humiliation of Welton Blake – Alex Wheatle 

 

Students will be asked to cast their votes at the 

beginning of March and the winner will be re-

vealed at an exciting ceremony, where at least 

one of the shortlisted authors is present, at The 

Bridge House Theatre in Warwick. 

LRC End of Term News 

https://sls.warwickshire.gov.uk/september-2021/book-awards/year-9-book-award-2021-the-results
https://sls.warwickshire.gov.uk/september-2021/book-awards/year-9-book-award-2021-the-results
https://sls.warwickshire.gov.uk/september-2021/book-awards/year-9-book-award-2021-the-results
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The LRC and the English  

Department encourage pupils to 

develop a lifelong love of  

reading with Accelerated Read-

er.   

 

Did you know that Accelerated Reader (AR)  

produces an average of two years' reading age 

growth, in just one year while promoting reading 

for pleasure? 

 

Students from years 7, 8, 9 and 10 who are on the 

AR system, have been avidly reading and taking 

quizzes this term. Please encourage your child to 

read, because... 

 

People who read are more likely to be involved 

in the world around them: Research shows 

that reading makes you more engaged in life 

around you, helping you to make the most of 

opportunities that come your way in life. 

 

Reading helps your memory: Every time you 

read something new, your brain 'makes room' 

to fit it in.  With these new spaces, you can 

take advantage of any new information.  Good 

news when you need to revise for exams! 

 

Reading helps to boost your analytical think-

ing: Reading helps you to recognise various 

patterns that occur in writing.  If you are 

looking for a law or medicine career, this is 

important! 

Reading expands your vocabulary: The more 

that you read, the more words you will come 

across.  The more often you read these words, 

the more likely you are to understand them, 

and use them in your own writing and  

speaking. 

 

Please use these links to access AR and your  

library account school or home -  

 

Accelerated Reading -

https://ukhosted26.renlearn.co.uk/1893467/ (just 

doing a Google search will not link you to the 

school system). 

Then type in your school network username (e.g. 

21johnsmith) as you usually would and using the 

password - abc 

 

Library accounts - 

URL: https://apps.libresoft.co.uk/9374240-

hmlpg8jkqb72jyx911bd-aa 

Then log in through your @alcester.academy school 

Google account by clicking on 'sign in with Google' 

 

Click and collect is still running - log on to your 

library account (as above) choose your book by 

browsing and searching the catalogue and reserve 

it (Actions>reserve book>confirm) to pick up from 

Mrs Hands in the LRC. 

https://ukhosted26.renlearn.co.uk/1893467/
https://apps.libresoft.co.uk/9374240-hmlpg8jkqb72jyx911bd-aa
https://apps.libresoft.co.uk/9374240-hmlpg8jkqb72jyx911bd-aa
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Well done year 10 students—there has been some 

super festive baking this week!   

 

Make sure you help in the kitchen over the  

holidays peeling and chopping to speed up 

those important basic skills.   

 

Merry Christmas. 

Mrs Megee 

Festive Food by our year 10 Food Technology students 

And mince pie tasting... 
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

Following Jun's (year 9) previous exploits at the 

National Junior League in October his Table  

Tennis is going from strength to strength.  

 

Representing the Lillington Freechurch Club's 'A' 

team in the National Cadet league competition in 

Cirencester, Jun managed to win all his 9 match-

es against 3 teams from different counties. After 

the proceedings, Jun's team is sitting comfortably 

at the top of this Division 1 table and, hopefully, 

Jun's team can progress to take the title in the 

coming months.  

 

We wish Jun the very best of luck in his future 

matches and, all being well, we will have more 

positive news to report in the new year. 
 

  

Table Tennis update 


