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17th July 2026 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

 Dear Parents/Carers, 

  

Good afternoon. We 

made it! Welcome to the 

end of a long and        

productive academic 

year at the Academy. A 

year filled with           

wonderful achievements 

and opportunities for the 

students. 

  

We began the week on Monday with an          

extended lunch time for the students, as a 

thank you for their exemplary conduct during 

the recent Ofsted Inspection. We were grateful 

to ‘Friends of Alcester Academy’ for sponsoring 

an ice cream for every student as a treat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

This then led into a brilliant and exhilarating 

Sports Day on Tuesday; one of my most         

favourite days of the year. Congratulations to 

Oversley House on their win, again, for 2026. 

The participation of all students was             

exceptional and made for a feel good school 

community event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
In spite of a busy last week, Year 10   

speaking exams continued in both MFL 

and   English. And the auditions for Matil-

da. Post Ofsted, the staff team have contin-

ued to show their commitment and dedica-

tion to the students in so many ways. 

What’s inside this week... 

Page 3  Recent Year 7 Coin Race 

Page 7  Top Tutor Attendance 

Page 17 Sports Day Results 
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SEND Coffee Morning 

Thanks to parents and carers who attended 

the SEND Coffee Morning on Wednesday. 

Our link governor - Carole 

Hodgetts,  SENCo - Safron Ball and the TA 

team were all present, along with SLT.  

 

The cakes made by our food technology   

students for the morning were delicious, 

too. We will aim to host a similar event 

each term during next academic year. I  

certainly found it extremely useful to hear 

from parents and carers about the barriers 

being faced each day, whilst we begin to 

consider how we might support these areas 

more effectively.  

 

Updates for 2026 

• You should have received information 

about your child’s tutor for September 

2026, along with their contact details. 

 

• Miss Buckthorp has sent a reminder 

about uniform expectations for the 

new term. The only change is the   

expectation regarding girls’ skirt 

lengths. All students have had a     

reminder in a specific assembly this 

week, too. This assemblyspoke about 

student conduct in the community 

over the summer and reminded      

students again, about the perils of 

swimming, or playing in open water. 

 

• Building works start in school over 

the summer. If you drive by the    

turning circle, you’ll see these start to 

take shape mid-August time. I’ll     

update the students on progress as 

soon as we return to school. As a    

reminder, we are developing the  

turning circle, replacing fire doors, 

adding a canopy to an outdoor area of 

school and replacing the                   

decommissioned mobile classroom. 

Our School Business Manager, Cari 

Haynes has worked exceptionally 

hard to secure the funding for all of 

these projects. 

 

• Students choosing to cycle to school 

MUST wear a safety helmet on health 

and safety grounds. This has always 

been the case. 

 

 

Year leaders for September 2026: 
Year 7 – Miss Bartlett 

Year 8 – Mr Bowater 

Year 9 – Mrs Bennett 

Year 10 – Mrs Austin 

Year 11 - Mrs Marshall. 

 

Miss Buckthorp continues to oversee 

all year groups as Assistant head 

teacher. Mr Cooke oversees Year 11 

attainment. I will send contact details 

out in September to you all. 
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Recent Year 7 Coin Race 

We are so proud of the year 7s raising    

money recently for their House charities, as 

follows, with a Coin Race event in May. 

 

Billesley 

£83.02 Teenage Cancer Trust   

Greville 

£80.63 WWF  

Oversley 

£40.77 Race and Equality Foundation  

Ragley 

£93.89 Alcester Academy PTA  

Grand total of monies made = £298.31 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reports 
Congratulations to students receiving end of 

year reports this week. Do contact us in the 

new term if you wish to raise any queries 

from these. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goodbye staff 
We wish all of our staff leavers a superb sum-

mer ahead and very best wishes for their new 

future pathways. Thank you for all you have 

done for the school; Miss Taylor, Miss McKen-

zie, Mr and Mrs Powell and Mr Hollis. 

 

Miss Gruszczynska is joing the SEND/

Inclusion team from September as a     

teaching assistant. I will introduce you to 

other new staff in September. 
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Contact over the holidays 
Could I kindly ask that parents and carers 

do not contact staff over the summer. SLT 

continue to be on duty if required,  for 

emergencies. It is essential for staff        

well-being that the team are able to take a 

break after such a busy academic year. 

 

Food Banks over the summer 
Get emergency 

food | Trussell 

  

Get Help | Arden 

Foodbank 

  

Alcester Methodist Church host the         

Community Fridge,  Priory Rd, Alcester B49 

5DX 

Phone: 07884 191101 

 

Good luck year 6s – Summer School 
I’m excited to hear all about Summer School 

taking place next week. Thanks to Miss 

Buckthorp for leading on this with her team. 

Keep an eye on X for updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEND Summer Updates 

There are online sessions for SEND running 

as follows: 

Free SEN Family Support Sessions | Coven-

try & Warwickshire | The Autism & ADHD 

Advocates CIC 

 

 
 
 

Safeguarding over the summer holiday   
 

You can always find essential Warwickshire 

safeguarding advice on the school website 

homepage over the holiday periods.  

If you have concerns that a child is suffering 

any form of abuse, neglect or cruelty contact 

the Warwickshire Children and Families 

Family Connect immediately by calling 

01926 414144.  

 

Lines are open Monday to Thursday 8.30am 

– 5.30pm, Friday 8.30am – 5.00pm.  

If you need to get in touch out of usual office 

hours, please contact the Emergency Duty 

Team immediately by calling 01926 886922.  

If you think that a child is at immediate risk, 

contact the Police immediately by calling 

999.  

  

Additional advice from Warwickshire about 

Summer Safety can be found  

 

June 2026 Education Safeguarding Bulletin - 

Neglect, Prevent and Summer Safety 

 

 

Thank you! 

Finally, I would like to extend my heartfelt 

thanks to all of our staff for their unwavering 

dedication and commitment to our students 

throughout 2026–27. Their care, hard work 

and passion make a difference every single 

day. 

I would also like to thank you, our parents 

and carers, for your continued support, en-

couragement and trust. We are incredibly 

fortunate to be part of such a special school 

community, where families and staff work 

together with a shared commitment to help-

ing every young person thrive. Your partner-

ship is invaluable, and it is through this 

strong relationship that we are able to make 

such a positive and lasting difference in the 

lives of our students. 

 
 

https://stratforduponavon.foodbank.org.uk/emergency-food
https://stratforduponavon.foodbank.org.uk/emergency-food
https://arden.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/
https://arden.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=0ae66224906d8ce8&sxsrf=APpeQnu_Ne6y0pmPy0y9fxnJPk2yHJHg_g:1784185548347&q=Alcester+Methodist+Church&ludocid=5778050878913939150&lsig=AB86z5UWT1oxIBkBoxVpcsjvq8tQ&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiC9MmO0daVAxVOQkEAHbjQGoQQ8G0oAHoECCwQAQ&bi
https://www.autismadhdadvocates.org/whats-on
https://www.autismadhdadvocates.org/whats-on
https://www.autismadhdadvocates.org/whats-on
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/l5OTnePDW7tCURQG?ref=email
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/l5OTnePDW7tCURQG?ref=email
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A heartfelt thank you to all of our          

incredible mentors, Sarah and Susie from 

Young Minds Matter, Rob from Life Space 

and to Claire and Albi our school counsel-

lor and therapy dog for the unwavering 

support, guidance, and encouragement 

you've given our students throughout this 

year. 

 

Your kindness, dedication, and belief in 

each young person have made a lasting 

difference. Thank you for the time, care, 

and compassion you bring every day—we 

truly appreciate everything you do. 

 

We ran an attendance knock out           

competition through the duration of the 

World Cup. Our winners were the boys 

from 9NA who finished the competition 

with a fantastic 100%.  

A Big LSU Thank You! 

Attendance world cup race! 

On behalf of us all at Alcester Academy, can I 

take this opportunity to wish you all a very 

restful and relaxing summer break ahead. I’m 

excited to see where 2026-27 takes us all. Stay 

safe everyone.  
 

Very best wishes 

  

Sarah Mellors 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * X @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 6 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * X @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 7 

Top Tutors attendance  
this week:  

 

8BW with 95.1% attendance 

7WI with 95.1% attendance 

9NA with 94.3% attendance 

10GA with 93.1% attendance 

7RA with 92.8% attendance 

Attendance Updates 

If your child will be absent from school, please  

notify our Attendance Officer, Ms Louise Hatcher, 

with the reason before 8.50am each day.  

You can do this via: 

 

 MCAS App—medical appointments  

and absences can be reported  

through the app 

 SchoolComms 

 Phone: 01789 762285 

 Email: 

louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

 

We kindly ask parents and carers to remind stu-

dents who are leaving for appointments during the 

school day to come to the office a few minutes early 

so they can sign out promptly. Thank you for your 

cooperation. 

Ms Louise Hatcher—Attendance Officer 

Top Tutor Attendance this year: 

 

9AN with 97.0% 

 

7LX with 96.7% 

 

8RW with 96.6% 

 

11HE with 96.4% 

 

10GA with 96.2% 
 

 

 

2025/26 Attendance Headlines! 
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SUMMER TERM 2026   

Summer Term ends  Friday 17 July 2026 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Monday 20 July 2026—Teacher training day 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2026 

School closed    Tuesday 1 September—Teacher training day 

Autumn Term begins  Years 7 and 11 only Wednesday 2 September  

     Years 8, 9 and 10 only Thursday 3 September  

All students back   Friday 4 September 2026 

Half term     Monday 26 – Friday 30 October 2026 

Back to school    Monday 2 November 2026 

Autumn Term ends   Thursday 17 December 2026 at 12.40pm 

School closed    Friday 18th December 2026—Teacher training day 

 

SPRING TERM 2027  

School closed    Monday 4 January 2027—Teacher training day 

Spring Term begins   Tuesday 5 January 2027  

Half Term     Monday 15 – Friday 19 February 2027  

Back to school    Monday 22 February 2027  

Spring Term ends (Easter)  Thursday 25 March at 12.40pm  

 

SUMMER TERM 2027 

Summer Term begins   Monday 12 April 2027 

School closed    Friday 30 April 2027—Teacher training day 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 3 May 2027  

Half Term     Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 2027  

Back to school    Monday 7 June 2027 

School closed    Wednesday 21 July 2027—Teacher training day 

Summer Term ends   Tuesday 20 July 2027 at 12.40pm  

Alcester Academy Term Dates 
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LRC News 
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Amazon Wishlist HERE 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3EPAIJEMK3OSC?ref_=wl_share
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We have a fantastic lineup of library events, book 

awards, and visits scheduled for the upcoming 

academic year. More details on how your child 

can sign up for the book awards or get involved 

with these events will be shared closer to the 

time. We look forward to a year packed full of 

reading for pleasure! 

 

September 2026: Macmillan Cancer Support 

Cake Sale: Kickstarting our year with a wonder-

ful cause! We will be hosting a delicious cake sale 

in the library on the 29th September, to raise vi-

tal funds for Macmillan Cancer Support. Bakers 

and buyers alike, get ready! 

 

October 2026: Warwickshire Teen Book 

Award Begins: Aimed at our year 9 readers, stu-

dents will get to dive into a fantastic list of con-

temporary books, debate their  

favorites, and vote for the ultimate winner. 

 

 

 

December 2026: Warwickshire Schools' Book 

Award Begins: Hot on the heels of the Teen 

Award, the Warwickshire Secondary Book Award 

launches in December for our year 7 and 8 read-

ers. This is a brilliant opportunity for students to 

experience the best new fiction and even get the 

chance to meet the authors at the final ceremony 

later in the year. 

 

February 2027: Author Visit—Tom Palmer: 

We are thrilled to announce that the award-

winning children’s author Tom Palmer will be 

visiting our school! Known for his  

incredible sports-themed fiction and gripping his-

torical novels, Tom will be here to inspire our pu-

pils. 

 

March 2027: World Book Day: Always a high-

light of the school calendar! Expect  

creative literary activities, competitions, and a 

celebration of all things reading as we mark 

World Book Day. 

Mrs Hands—LRC Manager 

Exciting Library Events for 2026/27!  
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Positive Points Leaderboard 

10th July—16th July 2026 

Top Students: 

1 Eva  10KI  Ragley  6 points 

2 Georgia 7TN  Oversley 5 points 

3   Matilda 10YA  Ragley  4 points 

3 Lola  7RA  Greville 4 points 

4   Teddy  8BI  Ragley  3 points 

4         Sammy           7WI                 Ragley            3 points     

4         Charlottte      7WI                Oversley         3 points 

 

Top Tutor: 

1 7TN  49 points 

2 8BI  46 points 

3  8SA  44 points 

3 7PA  44 points 

4 8BW  43 points 

 

Top Staff: 

1 Mr Yarrington 139 points 

2 Mrs Hands   79 points 

3 Mrs Marshall 46 points 

  

Top House: 

1 Ragley 191 points 

2 Greville 184 points 

3 Billesley 166 points 

4 Oversley 162 points 
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Positive Points Leaderboard 

Year 2026/7 

Top Students: 

1 Charlotte 7WI  Oversley 290 points 

2 Oscar  10YA  Ragley  271 points 

3 Eva  10KI  Ragley  260 points 

4 William   7WI  Billesley  253 points 

5 Lola      7RA  Greville  248 points 

6 Thomas 7LX  Oversley 252 points 

7 Theo      8SA  Greville 243 points 

8 Daniel  10GA  Oversley 241 points 

9 Alizee  10YA  Greville 240 points 

10 Min-Seo 10GA  Oversley 237 points 

 

Top Tutor: 

1 7WI  4515 points 

1 7LX  4214 points 

2  7RA  4100 points 

3 7PA  4098 points 

4 8SA  4053 points 

 

Top Staff: 

1        Mr Yarrington 

2 Ms Hirji 

3 Miss Lewis 

  

Top House: 

1 Oversley 19995 points 

2 Billesley 19410 points 

3 Ragley 19399 points 

4 Greville 19369 points 
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Learning Support at Alcester Academy  

Working under the supervision of the responsible teacher, assist and support teaching and 

learning, working with individuals or groups, and assist in providing general care, safety 

and welfare for pupils.  

The Post  

This is a term time only post working 39 weeks per year (incl. 5teacher training days) as a 

1:1 Teaching Assistant. We are particularly interested in hearing from applicants with ex-

perience of planning and running intervention sessions with children and monitoring pro-

gress within these. Alongside supporting a range of special educational needs specifically 

neurodivergence, including autism, ADHD and dyslexia.  

This is a temporary post for 12 months in the first instance with a view to becoming perma-

nent after this period.  

The Application Process  

Please complete an Alcester Academy application form which can be found above. A written 

statement in support of your application will be accepted but we do not consider CVs. 

Please send your completed application to admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. We will be re-

viewing applications and inviting to interview at regular intervals. Interviews TBC.  

Alcester Academy reserve the right to appoint before the deadline for a suitable candidate.  

If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy or wish to visit the school, please con-

tact: admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. We reserve the right to follow up references provided 

in person.  

Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 

young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Enhanced 

DBS disclosure is required for appointment to this post. In line with safeguarding proce-

dures, all shortlisted candidates will be subject to an online search prior to interview. This 

forms part of our safer recruitment checks. 

Teaching Assistant 2  

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

Full and Part Time Positions available.  

Job Shares also considered. 

Full Time - Working 37 hours per week 5 days term time only (39 

weeks including 5 Teacher Training days) 

Scale F range 6-11. Actual pro rata £22,254.  

If working part time, salary will be pro-rated accordingly. 

Interviews: TBC 

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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The Post 

This is a term time only post working 39 weeks per year (incl. 5 teacher training days) as a 

1:1 Intervention Teaching Assistant. We are particularly interested in hearing from  

applicants with experience of planning and running intervention sessions with children at 

a Primary school level within phonics, spelling, reading and Maths and monitoring  

progress within these. Alongside supporting a range of special educational needs  

specifically neurodivergence, including autism, ADHD and dyslexia.  

 

Working with delegated authority and under the overall direction of the SENCO, hold a 

senior role within the teaching assistant field of work, contribute to whole of school policy 

development. Contribute to the school’s statutory duty to safeguard and promote the wel-

fare of children.  

 

Learning Support  

• Delivering interventions at a Primary school level within phonics, spelling, reading 

and Maths.  

• Planning interventions recommended from in-house assessment, professional re-

ports, EHCPs – relevant to the focus children.  

• Delivering interventions – identifying objectives for the sessions and monitoring pro-

gress towards these.  

• Reflecting upon progress with the children and staff, preparing feedback for parents.  

 

This is a temporary post for 12 months in the first instance with a view to becoming  

permanent after this period.  

 

The Application Process 

Please complete an Alcester Academy application form which can be found above. A written 

statement in support of your application will be accepted but we do not consider CVs.  

 

Please send your completed application to admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. 

  

We will be reviewing applications and inviting to interview at regular intervals. Interviews 

TBC.  

 

Alcester Academy reserve the right to appoint before the deadline for a suitable candidate. 

If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy or wish to visit the school, please con-

tact: admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk.  

 

We reserve the right to follow up references provided in person. 

Teaching Assistant 3  

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

Full Time - Working 37 hours per week 5 days term time only  

(39 weeks including 5 Teacher Training days)  

If working part time, salary will be pro-rated accordingly.  

Scale H. Actual pro rata £26,683 

Interviews: TBC  

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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Dates for your Diary 2026/7 

Friday 17th July  End of term. 12.40pm finish 

 

Key dates for early September 2026 
• Staff training day – Tuesday 1st September 

• Year 7 and 11 only Return to school Wednesday 2nd September 

• Year 8, 9, 10 only Return to School Thursday 3rd September 

• All year groups return on Friday 4th September – REWARDS TRIP DAY 

• Year 7-10 school photographs Monday 7th September 

• Year 7 Trip to Blackwell Adventure Friday 11th September 

• Year 11 Field Trip to Blencathra leaves Wednesday 16th September 

• Open Week begins Monday 21st September. School closes early on Thursday 

24th September for preparation (1.40pm) 

Matilda Google Classroom Code 
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

 

 

Congratulations to Oversley for the amazing 

achievement! 

Sports Day Results! 
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