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Good afternoon everyone

What an amazing week we have had
here with our production of The
Greatest Show on Earth going live
across four performances this week.
We were delighted to see some of our
feeder schools here on Tuesday for
our matinee. Thank you to

St Nicholas, Coughton, Haselor and
Our Ladies for taking the time out of
their own busy school week to join us. The stu-
dents love to see former staff and perform to
the younger students. This was then followed
by three, full evening performances with the
finale being this evening. I've caught various
songs and scenes along the way, but I cannot
wait to sit down and relax this evening with
you all to watch it from start to finish. The con-
fidence and energy from the performers is bril-
liant every year. For 2022, I would describe it
as spectacular however. I think it helps that
the audience can all sing along where appropri-
ate this year too!

I'm grateful to the Mayor, Councillor Kathryn
Cargill for attending on Wednesday with Coun-
ty Councillor Mark Cargill. Mike Dean, Chair of
Governors attended on Thursday with other
town councillors and governors present
throughout the week. Your support as parents,
grandparents and friends has also been warmly
received throughout the entire process. I cannot
thank you enough for this.

I've included just a few stills from the show for
you later on in the bulletin to give you a flavour
of the talent being showcased this week. Thank
you to Mr Hollis for taking these.

I am fearful of missing out any key thank you
notices about the hours of preparation that go

into the show. So many staff and vol-
unteers have helped to put our 2022
performance together this year. We
have loved seeing former students in
school to support. I'm grateful to
Miss Michelle of Strong Feet Dance
Company, Mrs Craig and Mrs Wal-
ters for the amazing costumes, Miss
Owen for her support with ...well, so
much I can’t begin a list! To Mrs
Clarke, Mr Martin and Mr Badham
for their tireless work. I thank Mr Millen and
Mr Jones for providing the bar and to Mrs Ben-
nett, Mrs Quirke, Mrs Taylor, Claire Gibb and
Miss Bartlett for making sure that you all had
a cup of tea to sit and watch with! I'm grateful
to Mrs Sacco for ensuring that the staff had a
cup of tea along the way too! Phew!




' Alcester
BOE Academy

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *




Finally, a very special thank you to Mr Hall and
especially to Miss Sacco for helping to create one
of the highest quality performances that we have
ever had at the Academy. I'm grateful to them for
supporting the students to develop their confi-
dence and talent, and for giving up months and
months in order to help bring this all together for
us.

We received some handsome financial donations
for the production to be able run, and to these
folks, we can’t thank you all enough too. I'm cer-
tain that we will have some very tired but fulfilled
performers (and staff!) at the end of tonight.

In other news this week, we've been thinking
about anti bullying week in tutor time.

Remember, we do have an anonymous service in
school if students are worried, or concerned about
others being mistreated.

Our prefects have been running the School Coun-
cil sessions this week to hear about student views.
Miss Buckthorp has provided a summary of this
for you later on.
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TEXT ACADEMY

Academy  Report incidents of bullying, theft,
cyber issues, crime or anti-social behaviour

I’'m being bullied - | don't know what to do -
text your message to: 07563130478
or
email your message to:

textacademy@alcesteracademy.org.uk

07563130478
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Remembrance Sunday

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
every student involved for their representation
across Warwickshire on Sunday. I was bursting
with so much pride as headteacher I had the
privilege to be in Alcester for the service and was
absolutely overwhelmed by how many Academy
students were representing youth groups. It was so
lovely to see so many of you all too. I received so
many positive comments about the Academy
students who were in Alcester. Here are just a se-
lection of the photos that you sent in to me; huge
thanks for this.

%3 REMEMBRANCE
Vay SUNDAY 2022
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Newport Foundation

We are very grateful to the Committee members at
the Newport Foundation for granting some funding
in science for a set of brand new microscopes.
Thanks to Miss Passantino, Science Technician for
approaching Newport for these additional
resources.

Year 11s

Year 11s heard more about the revision ‘Super Six’
today in their intervention lesson as they are get-
ting ready for mocks. Thank you to science and
history for being in for the first Saturday School of
this academic year tomorrow. This holds a 9am
prompt start time. Students can wear their own
clothes (warm layers are suggested) and bring in
suitable snacks.

Year 9 Exams

Year 9 exams start on 9th January 2023. These
will take place in the hall. We will be covering
revision strategies and the ‘Super Six’ with year 9s
before Christmas.

Tutoring

Quite often, the teachers at school get asked by
parents if they can tutor students who attend the
school outside of hours. Whilst this is flattering
and understandable because of positive relation-
ships that are formed, to clarify, this isn’t some-
thing that we offer or can support. The staff work
extremely hard for your children as part of their
paid role at school and I am always very grateful

to them for this. To extend this support, as extra
income, beyond the school day would blur these
lines massively and compromise our safeguarding
guidance. If I could ask you not to approach staff to
tutor your child/ren, I would be very grateful.

We offer a very broad range of support and
interventions that should help all of the children
through exam time.

Toilets

With deep regret, we have been forced to lock the
year 10 and 11 boys’ toilets again. Students wish-
ing to use the facilities are permitted to do so by
obtaining the key from LSU.

I always portray a very positive image of the school
to you. Generally, this is absolutely the case but in
order to help our enquiries now, I am seeking your
support to help uncover who is responsible for us
having to do this, please. Can you talk to your child
if they belong to year 10 or 11. Huge thanks.

Last week, in the year 11 boys’ toilets, we discov-
ered that a student had urinated up the wall. This
week, in the year 10 toilets, we discovered a huge
swastika chalked on the floor. This is simply dis-
graceful and unnecessary behaviour and goes
against all of our school values. Now you are aware
of what we have to deal with, I hope that you un-
derstand the reasoning behind locking these areas.
Any anonymous information about this would be
gratefully received please.

The toilets are an area of the school that I would

Year 11 Saturday School

Science

9:00 - 11:00 In school

Saturday 19" November

History

11:00 - 13:00 In school
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like to update. Until they can be respected however,
you’ll understand my reluctance. Like you, I'm ex-
tremely frustrated that the majority of students are
impacted upon by the actions of a minority.

241 Bus

A huge thank you to staff who waited with students
for over an hour on Monday evening when the 241
did not turn up. I'm grateful to Miss Buckthorp who
then drove students home in the mini bus.

On safeguarding grounds, we do not let students go
home with other parents if we have not specifically
had permission in these kinds of circumstances. 1
know that this frustrated some parents trying to do
a good deed and I hope that you understand our
school position on this.

World Cup

Students signed up this
week to highlight their
desire to watch the first
England match on

21st November in school.
Remember, please discuss
this with your child if you
would prefer that they don’t
miss their studies to do this. Normal lessons will
continue for those students not watching the game.

FIFAWORLD CUP
Qat_ar2022

Man with a Van Needed (or lady!)

A parent has kindly donated 40 chairs to school that
need picking up from Timothy’s Bridge Road in
Stratford. Can any parent help me please?

Contact head@alcesteracademy.org.uk if you can.

Friends of Alcester Academy meeting

Thank you to those parents and staff who joined the
meeting last night. The final plans for the Family
Quiz Night are now taking shape. You can buy quiz
tickets on the door and community members are
most welcome. I have to say, I have seen a sneak
peak of the prizes on offer, many of which have been
donated by local companies, and it is very worth
while popping along for a reasonably priced fun
night out.

FAMIILY
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7KA Iran
7LE Germany
7RA Saudi Arabia
7TN Mexico
7WI Qatar
8BI Australia
SMA South Korea
8MO Serbia
8NE Poland
8TY France
9AN Cameroon
9HL Argentina
9PW Japan
9RO USA
9SO Costa Rico
10BW Portugal
10HE Spain
10MG Croatia
10ST Belgium
10YA Morocco
11BA Denmark
11BR Canada
11DY Uruguay
11FR Tunisia
11HK Ghana
1WA Switzerland
11BR Canada
STAFF Brazil
GOVERNORS Wales
CANTEEN Senegal
OFFICE Ecuador
MDS/SITE England
PARENTS Netherlands
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As a reminder, there is a non uniform day on
25th November to raise prizes for this event how-
ever most items will go to the Arden Food Bank.

foodb

Good news stories

I was bowled over the hear Archie’s national
voice over work this week.

Congratulations Archie. This is some achieve-
ment! This includes a national TV campaign!

End of term plans 2022

Plans for the end of term are now taking shape.
Can you believe how close that is! We will share
the key events with you next week.

Alcester

Fridaq Znd December 2022
@ Klcester Academy

Prizes for the top 2 teams!

Doors open at b.20pm for a 7pm start
Only £2 per adult and £1 per child
(maximum of eight in any team)

HoT Dogs, BURGERS & MEAT FREE OPTIONS
AVAILABLE @ £2 EACH

(SeErvED N THE BREAK)

I apologise that I advertised Christmas dinners
for students at £3.20 last week. They are actually
£3.40 this year.

And so, to wish you a lovely weekend ahead. We
will most certainly begin our inter-tutor World
Cup Challenge that we’ll keep you updated on.
Remember, parents are supporting The
Netherlands from our draw.

Please don’t forget that the Rock Academy are
performing at the Greig Hall on Monday. You
must pre-order tickets this time if you intend to
be there. I'll look forward to seeing you at 7pm on
Monday. Won'’t it be amazing to be at the Greig
after so many years!

Bon Chance and viel Gliick to our year 11s next
week as they start their mocks with the MFL
speaking exams. We are thinking of you all this
weekend. It is better to get these all done before
Christmas so that our students can then enjoy
their break.

With best wishes
Sarah Mellors—Headteacher

7pm
The Greig Hall
Kinwarton Road Alcester B496AD

Adults £5.00
Concessions £3.00
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Alcester
Academy

SUPPORTING

foodbank

We are collecting Friday 25th November upon entry into school
Donations will be used for Prize Hampers for the PTA Friends of

Alcester Academy Fund Raiser happening on Friday 2nd December
All other goods will be donated to Arden Food Bank

Vear 7 Vear & Vear 9
Chocolates Biscuits Savoury tinned
Examples might include a Examples include chocolate gOOdS
Chocolate Orange, large bars coated biscuits, or packets of
Examples include beans,
of Dairy Milk, Penguins, KitKat, tuna, corned beef, pie filling,
Matchmakers and a small box and Breakaways : g
and spam
of Maltesers
Year 10 Year 17 Staff
Boxed cakes Sweet tinned/ Toiletries
Examples include Mr Kipling iar gOOdS These can be given as gifts

(there are other brands
available!) and mince pies

such as shower and bath gels,

E les includ tard
A T RS body sprays and bath bombs

fruit, jam and marmalade

Donations containing alcohol can be donated but must be left in reception by an adult

Help support your PTA and local food bank—thank you!
WEAR NON-UNIFORM IN EXCHANGE
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At Natlonal Onfine Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with thelr children, should they feel
It is neaded. This guide focuses on one of many games which we belleve trurted adults should be awars of. Plaase visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

CALL OF DUTY:
MODERN WARFARE I

The Call of Duty (CoD) series is a worldwide gaming phenomenon, with millions of copies sold every year.

’og RAT%

While 2021's release, Vanguard, wasn't quite as well received, this latest entry — Modern Warfare Il = has
so far proved a massive commercial success. A sequelito the recent Modern Warfare reboot (and not
to be confused with the original Modern Warfare 2, from back in 2009), the game is an online
shooter which features ~ unsurprisingly - extreme violence, rendered in realistic graphics. Amid
the explosions and political nature of the plot, there’s much for parents to be aware of.

VIRTUAL VIOLENCE

Like most of its predecessors in the
franchise, Modern Warfare JI carrles
an 18 age rating from PEGI (the
Pan-European Saming Information
system, rhleh assesses tlamsl'

or sul s

layers will encounter - according to
killing, or violence towards
Most CoD pla I(lkoly to \’w _ A
muitiplayer mode. This entalls
battiefleid. fast-paced, cut-throat
voice chat and direct messages often
ey

EGI's wording ~ ons of “gross
violence, apparently motiveless
defenceless characters”,
ers are
spend the ma‘omy of their time
on Modern Warfare Il In online
competing against - or cooperatin
Mthg.:ltrgn gon on the omo g
world of CoD means that
communication through the game’s
turns heated and aggressive, which
may upset younger players. -
"

IN-GAME PURCHASES 3
Modern Warfare Il follows the -
‘battle pass’ model of games -
like Fi ite. For a fee ~ usuglly

B

around £10 -~ each 'season’ (every
three mtﬂ“h‘ or 50), players will be
Trvutted o e ehall

earn new P and equi

Different tierg of battle pass '(costing
more monoy? enable them to achieve
this more quickly, while items can also
be purchased from the in-game store.

to

Ly o

—

POLITICAL SENSITNVITY

Previous CoD games have

been accused of attempting to

“rewrite history*: folling to

correctly attribute alleged war

crimes to the US military, for example.

The semi-fictional version of history

rornemad on screen can cause players
misunderstand past conflicts and

the real reasons they took place. This

could lead to young le davelo?lng

a distorted, inaccurate view of world

politics.

AN ADDICTIVE EXPERIENCE

Multiplayer mode in Call of Duty

titles revolves around levelling up

your character to unlock new

weapons, abilities and equipment.

The process is designed so that it
doesn’t take too long to see an
improlvomont. and lu.l:ng of 'r:uklng
meanin ress can ers
hooked T.‘:'h%':rg:. It's eas I‘.o.rp ggmyon of
any age to lose track of time, but
younger ones are especially susceptible.

B

| @9  Actice or parents & Carers 4

" RESPECT THE AGE RATING

recreating combat situations, Call of Dut:
g in their portrayal of war. Limbs are shot off
re flying, while the previous Modern Warfare
errogation and torture sequence. With Mode!

Based on accuratel

games are unflinchi

and explosions send

featured a I.nﬁthy in

Warfare |l offering the same style of

that the PEGI 18 age rating is there for a reason.
< —

CLOSE OFF COMMUNICATION

Unless they're playing with their real-life friends, it may be
worth closing communication channels if your child plays Modern
Warfare Il. There’s less of a team focus than in many other online

combat games and therefore no real need to interact with strangers. Call
of Duty fans can be intensely competitive, so even a single action by your

child could provoke a barrage of abuse from strangers.

Meet Qur Expert

Uoyd Coombes is Games Editor of technology ond entertainment
website Dexerto and has been working in the gaming media for
three years. A long-time gaming enthusiast, he is also a parent and
therefore a keen advocate of online safety. Writing mainly about
tech and fitness, his articles have also been published on infiuential
sites including IGN and TechRadar, omong others.

7 |

———

Y

m
| realism, it's worth reiterating

&

SET SPENDING LIMITS

if your child is likely to be tempted that ‘must-have’ /.
wzopon or item, c::ynﬂdn umcpwln "yyom details from the

console or computer to preve iminate spending - and an
unwelcome bill. Pre-paid cards could be an option for in-game
purchases, allowing you to control how much your child can spend in
advance - and helping them learn the basics of budgeting. -

nt in

If it seems that your child only ever plays Modern Warfare Il in %
muniplu‘rw. you could tvmo the Spec Ops mode with them - T
formulating strategies while .nl%ﬁng each other’'s company. You could
also play multiplayer together, ng it in turns to ensure regular breaks.
A r alternative is the game’s campaign mode, featuring bespoke
missions and scenarios which follow an overarching plot.

HWakeUpWednesday

> |

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com

’@notonlinesofety n [NationalOnlineSafety @nationalonlinesafety

Users of this guide do g0 at their own discretion. No llability Is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 16.11.2022
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SCIENCE NEWS THIS WEEK

Lab-grown blood given to people in

world-first trial

In a world-first trial, blood created in a lab in the UK
has been put into people to test how it performs inside
the body. Research groups from Bristol, Cambridge,
London and the NHS have worked together to create the
blood. It is made by using a normal donation of blood,
around 470ml. Stem cells are removed from the blood
using magnetic beads. The stem cells are then encour-
aged to grow and are guided to become red blood cells.
The whole process takes about 3 weeks and researchers
are hopeful that it will be possible to manufacture vital,
but ultra rare blood groups that are difficult to obtain.

Plant hunters discover a new species of tulip

Scientists from Cambridge University, Flora and Flora
International and local teams discovered the new species of tulip
whilst on an expedition in Kyrgyzstan. The plant, Tulipa toktoguli-
ca, has a bright yellow flower, with red streaked outer petals and
was found in the mountainous Toktogul region in central Asia. It
has been given conservation status and attempts to propagate it
will now be made at the Botanic Garden.

How to clean up a radioactive beach

Dalgety Bay, in Fife, has been the home to thousands of radioac-
tive particles since 1990. It is believed that parts from a World
War Two aircraft which were coated in radium were burnt and
dumped on the beach. A team of engineers are sifting through
tonnes of sand and soil in a project costing £10.5million in order to
remove all the hazardous material. A purpose built scanner has
been assembled in a cabin to detect radioactive particles. The
beach has been closed to the public whilst the work is carried out.

Tiny moth makes rare appearance in UK,

42 years after last sighting

A rare micro-moth, Apotomis infida, has been spotted in remote
wetlands in Scotland. There have only ever been three previous
sightings in the British Isles of the moth, which is more com-
monly found in Scandanavia and North America. The moth,
which has a brown marbled wing, measures just 18mm across
and was first recorded in the UK in 1919. Two other sightings
were made in 1979 and 1980.
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Lions Young Leaders in Service Awards News

Former Alcester Academy stu- There are currently ten students
dent Bea completed 167 hours of taking part in these awards.
voluntary work over a twelve- Over a twelve-month period they

month period, to be eligible for a will be working towards a

gold LYLiS Award! She spent Bronze Award (25-49 hours), a
many hours in the school library Silver Award (50 -99 hours) or a
as a Student Librarian; helping Gold Award (100 or more hours),

as a Young Leader with Rain- for voluntarily contributing their

bows and Brownies; and also time to help others in some way.

making Christmas cards at the

Cherry Trees Nursing Home. Anybody who volunteers some-
where, or who is a young carer

Bea was able to come into can apply for an award — see

Alcester Academy on Tuesday Mrs Hands in the LRC for
to have her certificate and badge further details.

awarded to her by headteacher
Mrs Mellors.

We are so very proud of Bea’s
achievement and wish her every
success with her A Level studies
at KES in Stratford-upon-Avon,
where she is now in the 6th
form.

Window Wanderland—free November Workshop

Alcester Town Council is hosting Window Wanderland in Alcester during January. It is a free event
that will turn the streets of the town into a magical art gallery for a whole week!

In the build up to this wonderful week, Alcester Town Council is running a free beginners’ art
window maker workshop. ATC would like to invite families to come along on
Saturday 26th November at the Eric Payne Community Centre from 1:30pm.

Pre-booking is essential to organise materials:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/movember-window-maker-workshop-tickets-458251090347
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Artwork of the Week

Portrait—Graphite and white chalk on grey board.
Ruby in year 10 has been investigating light on faces,
using Leonardo da Vinci as her artist link. Outstanding work!
Miss Nemeshanyi
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SENDIAS webinar to provide special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND) support for families in Warwickshire

Warwickshire County Council is hosting another
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND)
webinar on Monday 21 November covering

the support available for families through
Warwickshire SENDIAS.

Warwickshire’s Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities Information Advice and Support
Service (SENDIAS) provides free and impar-

tial information, advice and support to disabled
children and young people, and those with SEND
from birth to 25, and their parents and carers liv-
ing in Warwickshire. The service is commissioned
by Warwickshire County Council however all
information and advice provided to fami-

lies is completely impartial.

A team of local advisers can assist families on all
matters related to SEND including, but not lim-
ited to, speaking to schools about SEND support
for their child, understanding professional reports
as well as the law and local policy and going
through the process of mediation and tribunals.

During the session, attendees will hear from
members of the SENDIAS team who will explain
their role and the support they can provide to
families, and when and how this can be accessed.
There will also be the opportunity to take part in
a question-and-answer session.

The webinar will take place on Monday 21
November, 12.30pm - 1.30pm and you can regis-
ter to attend at: https:/bit.ly/WARKSSENDIAS

MATHS—House Problem Solving

Ten Ford factory workers took 2 hours to
construct 15 Ford fiestas. How long would it
take 5 factory workers to construct 20 Ford

fiestas?

Kiwi fruit contain roughly two and a half times as
much vitamin C as the same weight of oranges.
What weight of kiwi fruit contains approximately the
same amount of vitamin C as 1 kg of oranges?

How many times a day does a 24 hour digital

clock have exactly one vertical line of
symmetry?

Please find above the latest thought-provoking problems. Students can submit their solutions into the
entry box located in M2. Regardless of year group, students can enter themselves for any question—
bronze, silver or gold. Deadline is Friday 25th November 2022 for these questions.

The best solutions earn 10 points for their House along with a certificate to take home for their
achievement. We hope you (and your parents and carers at home) have fun tackling these challenges

together! Miss Home
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Geography in the news!

The big news this week was that
the world population has sur- Countries by Population Size
passed 8 billion people! This is a
huge deal for the human race and
us geographers get very interest-
ed in such things. Demography is

a big part of the students’ study
at the Academy. ) ‘ Brazil

Indonesna} A

Pakistan

Did you know...?
It has taken just 12 years to get
from 7 to 8 billion people on the

planet..... it took 123 years to go - Bangladesh
from 1 to 2 billion people. Iran Indla =
This says a lot about our global 'yA = b

. . 3 ussia ;
population as health globally im- f“’""""
proves and our ability to care for { Egy pl> { United { Mexm )

W Africa

the elderly. However this also viemam | Ethiopiaj  States Japan ).
presents huge questions about wwpnesh. A M Americas
W Asia

Ph
the future and the challenges it * I & x‘x )' e
poses as we put more pressure on } * M Oceania
energy, food and water resources.

We will be exploring these issues
in school next week in GCSE

geography.

Geography on the TV! Geography at the Academy!

More exciting TV this week for geographers. Revision booklets for year 11 are still on sale over
Zac Effron’s successful first series has been the School Gateway (£10.30 each).

followed up by a second series on Netflix, called

Down to Earth. He explores biomes, climates and GEOGRAPHY SATURDAY SCHOOL
landscapes around the 6th largest country in the on November 26th

world, Australia. He looks especially at for all year 11 GEOGRAPHY STUDENTS
sustainable technologies for the future. will focus on paper 3

Awesome and inspiring stuff! for the mock exam.

Please come prepared with pen,
paper and pencils.

GEOGRAPHY WORD OF THE WEEK
DEMOGRAPHY
The study of population
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WINDOW WANDERLAND

[

Alcester 2023
15™ January — 22™ January

INFORMATION FOR SCHOOLS

e Show case your children's creativity

e Let the children experience links with their community

What is it? A brand-new event featuring displays in the front windows and gardens by your area’s
residents. Everyone is invited to make a display which can be big or small, from a simple candle to a
puppet show- it’s totally up to you as anything goes! Participating addresses will be put onto a map
to form a trail on date.

This event is a fun, creative opportunity to light up our community during the dark winter. A chance
to walk around our neighbourhood at night and enjoy it in a whole new light. You can make a display
as individuals or as whole groups — originality and innovativeness are encouraged! Or just come out
on the night to see the windows.

It was started in Bristol in February 2015 by Lucy Reeves and | have offered to organise it in your
area, as | feel that this area will really enjoy the event.

The project is designed to:
— Inspire children to be creative and express themselves through the arts
— Enhance the children's citizenship and sense of belonging
— Develop community links between schools, parents and local residents

How can schools get involved?

[ would like to offer a free assembly to the children around the date you would go so that they have
awareness of the project. Then, if the school wishes, perhaps your art department could organise
some workshops to make displays for the event itself. There is a prize for the best Classroom
Window Display.

This is a brilliant opportunity to bring Art and community together. See our website
https://www.windowwanderland.com/event/alcester-2023/ for the Map and display ideas. You can
also register your school as a participant. To get involved or for more details please contact me on
kfoster.atc@gmail.com.

Thank you,

Kathrin Foster, Alcester Town Council
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Dates for your diary

Monday 21st November
Year 11 MFL Orals begin.
Rock Academy Concert (Evening)

Friday 25th November
Non School Uniform. Food Bank donation day/prizes for Family Quiz Night

Monday 28th November
Year 11 mocks begin

Friday 2nd December
Family Quiz Night

Thursday 8th December
Year 10 Parents’ Evening on School Cloud
Friday 9th December
Year 7/8 Rewards Trips

Monday 12th December
Years 9/10/11 Rewards Trip

Tuesday 13th December
Alcester Academy Church Concert for Christmas at St Nicholas Church

Wednesday 14th December
Year 7 trip to see A Christmas Carol

Tuesday 13th/Wednesday 14th December
Christmas Dinner days for students.
No pre booking needed. £3.20 to include dessert

Friday 16th December
Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children.
A small donation for the charity is appreciated and will be available on the School Gateway
nearer the time. School finishes at 12.40pm. Break up.
For new year 7 parents, this is one of my favourite days of the year and yes,
we do all—staff included—wear our Christmas jumpers with pride!

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk *
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Wlll‘you be alone this Chrlstmas Day"
New to the area and want to make new
friends? '
" If so, join us for the
‘Alcester Community Christmas

Day Dinner
at the Eric Payne Commumty Centre

St Faith's Road
Alcester
. .+ B49 6AQ "
Call us or email for your invitatign¥, -
07414 851644 AR,
alcester-ccd@hotmail.com

X
WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEE@S!
Can you spare an hour or two on Christmas Day, or a few hours
before the big day? Call or email: 07414 851644 alcester-
ccd@hotmail.com

Alcester Academy
Photography House
Competition
Autumn Term

Deadline for all entries Friday 9*" December

The theme for this years photography house competition is
Your Everyday. What does your day-to-day look like? What
people surround you? What scenes do you see; idyllic
landscapes or a busy community? We want to see your take
on the world around you.

You can submit up to 3 images on Google Classroom —
kfkqvjd

House points available for all entries and prizes for the top 3
photographs - Happy snapping!

)

could you
foster?

we urgently need
foster carers
in your area

We can heip \ou 1o provide 3 younq

p)ti person with a stabie. secure home

nexus Call us on 0800 389 0143

Vel us 2l www.onexusfostering.co.uk

Y Y YT VY VIVIVVYY Y

~n
O

1t ALCESTER SCOUT GROUP
WILL DELIVER YOUR

LOCAL CHRISTMAS CARDS

WITH ALL PROFITS GOING TO OUR SCOUT GROUP

Daily collections from 3rd December

With deliveries in Alcester, Arrow,
Oversley & Kings Coughton,
starting 9th December

Last collection 12pm on 19th December

20p PER CARD

Please place the money in the box with your cards

FIND OUR COLLECTION BOXES AT:
Waitrose
Simply Fresh
Hills Retail (Ross Motors)
Tesco

For enquiries ring 01789 762797
In 2021 we raised £494 — Thank you

P Y Y Y Y YV VY VYV YA
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LEAF Education

Helping out in Abbey Fields

On Wednesday 16th November, a small group of
year 7s, who consisted of our top Epraise point win-
ners from last term, were invited to take part in a
community project run by LEAF Education and the
Alcester Youth Project.

o

- /:#'
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= ‘%"‘(1 :&1@

P
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This involved the students getting their hands
dirty and helping to plant over 100 trees in an area
of Abbey Fields. The students had a fantastic time
and learned a lot about how to plant trees and the
importance of these regrowth projects. We would
like to thank LEAF Education and the Alcester
Youth Project for inviting us, and I would like to
thank the students for representing our school so
brilliantly.

e ®

y

=~

Student Council Meetings

This week student council meetings took place for
years 7 to 10, after discussions in tutor groups last
week. All students were represented by their tutor
reps, and these meetings were run by our year 11
prefects.

On the agenda for discussion during these meet-
ings were our revised lunchtime arrangements,
ideas for house activities, wellbeing support for
students, and checking in that
students feel safe in all areas of
the school.

Students also had an opportunity
to discuss other ideas, and they
were numerous—covering events
and charity ideas, and sending
thank you letters to staff. These
will now be taken forward and
considered.

Miss Buckthorp
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which
has clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of
children of compulsory school age are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular
basis. The Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children
must attend school on every day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child
who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are likely to be considered
as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.

Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil
Registration) (England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence,
the school are obliged to act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence
during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave
is granted, head teachers are able to determine the number of school days a child can be absent
for.

It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the
circumstances warrant the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence
requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent.

Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own
merits.

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be
required to be in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that
period, it will be recorded as an unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken
against the parent(s), by way of a Fixed Penalty Notice.

Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being
issued to the parent(s).

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the
Warwickshire Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council.

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for
example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120
each, totalling £240 for both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).

Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the
matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council's Legal Services to consider instigating
criminal proceedings under S444 Education Act 1996.

Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council's Code of
Conduct for Penalty Notices.

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire School pupils recorded 37,021 half day sessions of absence
due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring terms 2021/22.

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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Attendance News

Whole school attendance this week: 94.3%

7RA—98.8% — Top Tutor across the school this week ir ““‘"‘:‘E_“__n n“ci
8BI—97.9% tn ‘
850—96% | Mnl l Ens |

10BW—96.2%
11BA—98.2%
Top house: Well done Greville 94.6%

Next week we will be sending an email home showing how many days off your son/daughter has had
so far this term. The Department of Education have recommended this as an addition to percentage
attendance provided in order to understand the impact of sessions missed.

Mrs Paula Taylor—Attendance Officer

Term Dates 2022-23

AUTUMN TERM 2022
Autumn Term ends Friday 16t December 2022 at 12.40pm

SPRING TERM 2023
School closed Tuesday 3rd January 2023
Teacher training day

Spring Term begins Wednesday 4th January 2023
Half Term Monday 20t — Friday 24t February 2023
Back to school Monday 27th February 2023

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 31st March 2023 at 12.40pm

SUMMER TERM 2023

Summer Term begins Monday 17th April 2023

May Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 2023

Bank Holiday Monday 8th May 2023

Half Term Monday 29th May — Friday 2rd June 2023
Back to school Monday 5th June 2023

Summer Term ends Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm

School closed Monday 24 & Tuesday 25™ July 2023

Disaggregated teacher training days

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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Congratulations to Aaryan (Ragley) and Maeve (Greville) in year 7
for reading over half a million words!
They have each received 10 House points for their House’s.

Top House this week:

Billesley
Top Epraise points this week:
Billesley
Top attendance this week:
Greville
Top students on Epraise this week:
Billesley — Tom (7WI)

Ragley — Benjamin (7LE)

Greville — Anthony (7KA)

Oversley — Min-Seo (7RA)

Miss Lewis

Want to chat about your
mental health?

Our helpline is available for

Coventry and Warwickshire
residents 24 /7, 365 days a year.

0800 616171

5 hl'/m’ﬂ.. Wellbeing for Warwickshire [

by
“A ‘ . )
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Epraise Leaderboard—past 7 days

Top Students—past 7 days: Top Staff—past 7 days:

1 Skye 8BI 23 points 1 Mr Rossiter 413 points
2 Min-Seo 7RA 15 points 2 Mr Bowater 349 points
3 Benjamin 7LE 14 points 3 Mrs Weatherley 339 points
3 Tom 7WI 14 points 4 Mr Yarrington 313 points
5 Anthony 7RA 13 points 5 Mrs Stedman 261 points
5 Ava TWI 13 points 6 Miss Lewis 244 points
5 Lottie-Dot  7WI 13 points 7 Mr Martin 242 points
5 Freya RA 13 points 8 Mr Jones 182 points
5 Georgia TWI 13 points 9 Mr Moffatt 135 points
5 Alex 7TKA 13 points 9 Miss Home 135 points

Top Tutor—past 7 days: Top Subjects—past 7 days:

1 7LE 240 points 1 Geography 681 points
2 TWI 221 points 2 History 529 points
3 TKA 215 points 3 Maths 437 points
4 7TRA 214 points 4 Science 350 points
5 TTN 197 points 5 French 339 points
6 9AN 159 points 6 English 330 points
7 8MO 156 points 7 Art 327 points
8 9HL 153 points 8 PE 88 points
8 8BI 153 points 9 IT 72 points
10 9PW 147 points 10 German 56 points
praise
1 .
— . A

o1 & 3 i‘
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Work of the Week—Hospitality & Catering

Hannah

Outstanding work in
Hospitality & Catering
this week.

Thank you for everyone's
enthusiasm and focus. A
range of technical skills
have been mastered.

Miss Wincup

Careers News

Thank you to Dave Pope from ‘Severn Lamb’ for running a Careers Zone drop-in session this week for all things
engineering. Some great questions from students and it was fascinatingto hear about your career path to date.
A real inspiration to those who attended.
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

Student sporting success

I am delighted to be able to share the various
outstanding sporting success of our students in
this week's bulletin:

Horse riding

Zoe — Year 10

Congratulations to Zoe in year 10 who came away
with two trophies for first places and a reserve

place in the West Midlands championship show.

Zoe also received a first-place trophy for the open
shows 1n her class and a second-place plaque.

Well done Zoe on your outstanding achievement!

Athletics

Congratulations to our Alcester Academy students
who attended the recent awards evening at
Stratford Athletics club.

Will and Arthur (year 8) have written a piece
below to summarise our winners' achievements.

We are incredibly proud of all of our students
sporting achievements both inside and outside of
school—well done to you all, we are delighted to
be able to share such great news!

Mr Paul Moffatt

At the stratford athletics awards evening
many athletes won various trophies from
most improved to all round best athletes but
here are the ones here at Alcester
Academy. First off we have Will

winning the most supportive junior athlete
(boy) as he was always supportive and
kind to everyone and Scarlett

getting the most supportive junior girl award
for always being kind to her fellow athletes. Next Arthur who
got the Allen Wood Trophy for hard work, improvement and dedication
for the athletics club and next is Majike who got the cross country award
for the best junior (girl) cross country athlete as she always worked
hard in the cross country events and always made sure to get herself a
very good place.
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

This week’s Fixtures and results: the win. We eagerly anticipate the next round of
the cup for this talented side, good luck in the
. . i '
SW indoor rowing competition next round of the cup lads!

We were delighted to host the Boys SW indoor Year 11 Basketball by Max
rowing competition here at Alcester Academy on

Monday. The competition was an opportunity for
students to compete against opposition in both
individual and team rowing.

In a tough 41-21 loss, the year 11 team showed

resilience and tenacity by bringing the game from
26-1 in the first quarter to 41-21 at the end. Nota-
ble performances were from Sebastian with his 10
point game with a handful of assists and a terrific

All of our Alcester Academy students really ex- :
defensive performance. Another notable performer

celled on the evening with a great blend of tech- ; i i i
nique and physical attributes and were competi- %5 Will with his four points and excellent ball

tion winners at both age categories — Year 7/8 and handling skills which allowed the team to move
Year 9/10. past Grammars defence.

Overall the team played well after a rocky start

Well done to all of our students who represented, R ’
and came alive in the final quarter.

it really was a great event and a pleasure to see
the support between our different year groups.

Written by Max — year 11.

Good luck to our Girls who will attend the SW
rowing competition next Monday. a

Basketball results

Our Basketball season is well and truly underway
as we pause on competitive Football fixtures due
to the loss of light.

Three of our year groups were in action this week
with year 9 and year 11 taking on AGS, and year
7 taking on Stratford School in the SW cup, their
first full competitive fixture.

Year 7

Year 7 played out an entertaining game of Bas-
ketball v Stratford school in the SW cup. In their
first full competitive fixture the lads showed
great commitment and desire in a very closely
contested fixture with Alcester only losing 1 out
of the 3 quarters.

A great performance from year 7 and we wish
them the best of luck with their junior NBA
season ahead

Final score 18-25.

Year 9

Our year 9 team beat AGS with a great perfor-
mance. The whole squad had their part to play
with some outstanding dynamic play and excel-
lent rebounding and work rate throughout to seal
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

Next week’s fixtures:

Monday 21.11.22 Years 7-10 Girls SW Indoor rowing competition at SGGS
Tuesday 22.11.22 Year 7 Football v Kineton (AWAY)
Wednesday 23.11.22  Year 8 Basketball v Woodfield Academy (AWAY)

Next week’s after school clubs

Changes to clubs due to fixtures:

Tuesday 22.11.22 Year 10 Football moved to Friday

Wednesday 23.11.22  Year 10/11 Basketball cancelled due to fixture
ALL-YEARS BOYS Rugby Club to resume after Christmas

Lunchtime week 1 - 1.45-2.15pm

| Day | Extra-Curricular Club & Stafi
Monday

Year 7 Basketball - MO GYM
Tuesday
Year 8 Basketball - PW GYM
Wednesday
Year 9 Basketball - PE GYM
Thursday
Year 10 Basketball - MO GYM
Year 11 Basketball - MO GYM

Week 2 Clubs - 3.25-4.30pm
| Day | ExtroCurricularClub&Staff | Location |

Monday

Tuesday Bowmen of Alcester Archery — Mr Powell Gym

Year 10 Football - Mr Moffatt Top Field
Wednesday Year 9 Football = Mr Moffatt Field
Year 10/11 Basketball — Mr Powell Gym
Year 9/10/11 Netball - Mrs Powell Yard
Thursday Year 11 Football - Mr Moffatt Field
All years Girls Rugby — Miss Watson School Field
Year 10/11 Boys Rugby — Miss Burgess School Field
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