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18th February 2022 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

 Good afternoon, 

  

I hope that you had a great week. 

  

I was delighted to host a visit from Councillor 

Piers Daniell this week for a catch up. Miss 

Buckthorp joined us to talk about the Outdoor 

Education Strategy growing in Warwickshire. 

Thank you to Piers for giving up his time to 

brainstorm some ideas.  

 

We were also visited by David Hyner from 

Stretch Development who spoke with our year 

11s about their forthcoming second series of 

mock examinations. David is a motivational 

speaker and kindly left our year 11s with an 

array of revision materials. Mr Bastock will be 

setting up a Google 

Classroom to house all 

of these for the stu-

dents shortly. This was 

then followed by a 

busy week for our year 

11s who also had con-

trolled assessment 

practical sessions in 

hospitality and cater-

ing and child develop-

ment. The standard of 

practical work produced was exemplary. I was 

so proud to see the students’ work as they now 

come close to completing the course. I tweeted 

some photographs of this work and Miss  

Wincup has popped some in the bulletin later 

on for your interest. A good proportion of the 

cohort then went to Bristol on Wednesday in 

order to complete their geography field 

study. Thank you to all of the staff here at 

school for making these opportunities happen.   

  

Epraise Awards 

In other news this week, 

Mr Hall has spent time 

putting together the most 

recent Epraise Awards 

that students have earnt. 

I’m so delighted to share 

these with you later on in the bul-

letin and many congratulations to 

these students on behalf of all of 

the staff and Governors. The  

Gold Awards are now creeping in  

for some of our students as you  

will see. 

 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 2 

Tutor work this week 

We have been reflecting this week on Children’s 

Mental Health Week and Women In Science as 

two themes this week. I have outlined some useful 

resources for mental health towards the end of the 

bulletin for you. There are so 

many. Please contact LSU if 

you need bespoke advice. SLT 

met with year 10s specifically 

to discuss the new tutor 

groups being designed for af-

ter half term. These are in re-

sponse to recent exam 

results. We were also 

excited to begin dis-

cussing the forthcom-

ing work experience 

week with students. 

 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

Thank you to parents and students who joined us 

by School Cloud last night. We were thrilled to 

meet some of you for the first time. The next par-

ents’ evening is for year 8 on Thursday 3rd March 

via School Cloud. This begins the start of the op-

tions process. I will write to you after half term 

with more details of the time line for this if you 

are a year 8 parent. Exams for year 8s begin on 

Monday 14th March. 

  

Year 10 reports 

Year 10 written reports and exam results have 

been sent out this week. I was thrilled to sign so 

many Letters Of Commendation to go along side 

these. We do recognise where students improve  

at each report round and will celebrate this at the 

end of the academic year. Mr Cooke keeps a very 

close eye on this for us all. Thank you to Miss 

Home and Miss Lewis in maths and English con-

ducting online catch up sessions over half term for 

year 10s. 

  

Year 11 communication 

We have now sent year 11 parents the updated 

information on the summer 2022 exam series fol-

lowing Ofqual’s recent publication. We hope that 

you have found this of use. 

 

We have done a brief exercise looking at motiva-

tion levels with our year 11s as they head towards 

their next mock exam round. As a result of this, 

we sent 55 praise messages home this week for 

students going above and beyond with their prep-

aration right now. Well done to these students. 

There is an online Chemistry session on Monday 

21st February 2022 10-12 noon. Thanks to Miss 

Taylor for this. We wish our year 11s the very best 

for their second round of mocks after half term. 

  

Phones 

We are noticing more and more that students 

seem to bring two phones to school in a creative 

way to hand in an unused phone if caught by a 

member of staff. On a safeguarding basis, please 

can I ask all parents to ensure that students do 

not carry two phones to school. We remain very 

strict on our ‘no phones’ policy. 

  

 

Attendance 

We are beginning to see a recovery on student at-

tendance now. Thank you for your support with 

this. I hope to see this continue after half term. I 

enter the attendance statistics for the DfE every 

day and have done since the start of Covid-19. 

Yes, that’s a good number of entries by now! My 

target is for us to reach 600+ students in school on 

any day very soon all being well. We managed to 

reach 590 this week so let’s try and aim for the big 

600 very soon together! 
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Uniform 

Thank you all for the super drive on uniform 

standards over recent weeks. If students can  

avoid having long nails and eye lashes fixed  

over the holiday, I’d be most grateful. 

  

Thursday 3rd March is 
World Book Day 

Year 7 and 8 students can 

dress as their favourite char-

acter or wear uniform. There 

will be prizes for the best 

dressed. Book characters must 

be recognisable please. Jeans 

and a t-shirt sadly won’t cut it I’m afraid. If’ any 

KS4 students wish to dress as a character, they 

need to approach a member of SLT in advance 

please. 

  

Half term 

We all return to school on Monday 28th February 

2022. 

  

Safeguarding over half term 

In the case of needing urgent support with a safe-

guarding issue over half term, please contact: 

 

Warwickshire MASH 

If a child is at immediate risk of serious harm 

requiring immediate action, call  

Warwickshire MASH on 01926 414144.  

Lines are open from: Monday to Thursday: 

8:30am – 5:30pm, Friday: 8:30am – 5:00pm. 

Out of hours 

If you need to get in touch out of usual office 

hours, please contact the Social Care  

Emergency Duty Team immediately  

on 01926 886922. 

 

Covid Cases today 

Year 7 - 1 case 

Year 8 - 4 cases 

Year 9 - 1 case 

Year 10 - 1 case 

Year 11 - 2 cases 

 

We have provided students with another set of  

lateral flow tests today. Please search at the  

bottom of bags if you haven’t seen these yet. Thank 

you to LSU for organising these again.  

 

We are expecting some national changes to re-

strictions with Covid-19 over half term. If these are 

significant and will impact school life, I will write 

to you towards the end of the half term week with 

updates. 

 

We are thinking about those students affected by 

Covid-19 as we go into the half term break. We 

hope that they get better very soon. If your child 

tests positive over half term, please let us know 

early on Monday 28th February 2022 as we return 

to school (Mrs Hodges, Attendance Officer). If you 

could continue to lateral flow test over the week off 

please in order to be most vigilant, I’d appreciate 

that. 

 

This half term has flown by I’m sure you will 

agree. As yet, we have no further Ofsted news for 

you all. As soon as the report is confirmed and in 

the public domain, we will let you know. We are 

slowly beginning to feel like we are finally clawing 

back some lost time now as a result of Covid-19. 

Long may a more stable period of time continue! 

  

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 

for their continued support. To parents, for  

responding so positively to my relentless requests! 

To our staff and Governors also for their hard 

work. Our students continue to lift our spirits  

everyday with their behaviour, progress and  

conduct. I regularly get asked now ‘how are you?’ 

in the corridor or whether I’m having a good day. 

The atmosphere around school this half term has 

been exemplary, and I certainly hope for our won-

derful students to be formally recognised that way 

by Ofsted when we do see a report. They are a  

delight to be around. 

  

Wishing you all a restful half term break ahead.     

 

Best wishes 

Sarah Mellors—

Headteacher 
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There are some superb strategies and  

programmes outlined on numerous websites  

for your support.  

 

Here are just a few: 

 

https://www.kooth.com/ A digital platform  

for support mental health. To include free  

counselling. 

 

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ We provide 

young people with tools to look after their mental 

health. Our website is full of advice and infor-

mation on what to do if you're struggling with 

how you feel. We empower parents and adults 

who work with young people, to be the best sup-

port they can be to the young people in their 

lives. And we give young people the space and 

confidence to get their voices heard and change 

the world we live in. Together, we can create a 

world where no young person feels alone with 

their mental health. 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-

safe/childrens-mental-health/  

  

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-

support/for-children-and-young-people/    

 

https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/our-work-

and-impact/children-and-families/good-mental-

health/ 

Mental health support for your children 

https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/for-children-and-young-people/
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/for-children-and-young-people/
https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/our-work-and-impact/children-and-families/good-mental-health/
https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/our-work-and-impact/children-and-families/good-mental-health/
https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/our-work-and-impact/children-and-families/good-mental-health/
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It is World Book Day on 3rd March and Alcester 

Academy will be celebrating with a range of  

literary activities! 

 

We are inviting KS3 students to dress up to dress 

up as a character from their favourite book or 

short story, and the best dressed will win a  

Kindle, with runner up prizes of book tokens.  

 

Throughout the day, years 7 and 8 will listen to 

sections of a short story and the ending will be 

revealed during period 5. Students can then enter 

a competition where they answer questions about 

the story. 

 

In addition, 

there will be 

a tutor 

group quiz 

for all tutor 

groups to 

take part in. 

 

World Book 

Day book 

tokens will 

be handed out to KS3 students in English  

lessons—we are also hoping to have a selection of 

books in school that the tokens can be exchanged 

for.  

World Book Day 2022 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 6 

Year 7                 Year 8                 Year 9                 Year 10               Year 11  Whole School 

91.0%                   92.1%                 92.5%                  90.2%                   89.0%  91.0% 

School Attendance — up to 17.2.22 

  

This week's top tutor groups  

  

7TY, 8KA, 9YA, 10LE and 11HO 

  

Well done! Mrs Hodges 

 

Could you win £2,500 for your school or college? 

The Young Green Shoots competition is a way for young people to learn about climate change through 

creativity, to contribute to discussions about the environment and become advocates for positive 

change. 

 

The competition challenges children and young people in Coventry and Warwickshire to learn about 

climate change and to explore how each of us can take action to be a climate hero. Each of the catego-

ry winners will win £2,500 for their school or college to spend on projects related to climate change 

and their work will form part of a showcase to leaders from the public and private sectors at the Cov-

entry &  

Warwickshire Climate Summit event in March. 

 

Entries should be submitted by the competition deadline of 27 February 2022. 
 

Who can enter? 

Children and young people aged 4 to 19 who are in full-time education in either Coventry or  

Warwickshire. They should enter the category for their age at the time of entry: 

 

Ages 8-11 * Ages 12-15 * Ages 16-19 
 

How to enter 

To apply, simply answer the question: 

 

What does being a climate hero mean to you? 
Climate heroes do both big and small things, from planting a huge forest to turning off the lights when 

they aren’t needed. And anyone can be a climate hero – it could be somebody famous, a  

government, a business leader, a local council, or it could even be you!  

Show or tell us how your hero will protect the environment and fight climate change. 

 

For all the details please visit: 

https://www.childfriendlywarwickshire.co.uk/get-involved/young-green-shoots 

https://www.childfriendlywarwickshire.co.uk/get-involved/young-green-shoots
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Photography of the Week 

 
A GCSE photography coursework piece, inspired by the work of Antonio Mora, 

by James in year 11. 

Outstanding work. Miss Simpson 

Page 7 
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Year 11 practical exams 

This week our hospitality and catering students completed their practical exams. We had some  

fabulous end results and we are very proud of the hard work and effort put in.  

Miss Wincup and Mrs Megee 
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Adapt – a useful revision planner for 
year 11 

There is a free app that can be downloaded on all 

platforms called Adapt. 

Once you have entered all your subjects (and exam 

board) the app will automatically create a revision 

timetable for the lead up to exams. The benefit of 

the app is that it will break down each subject into 

smaller topic based revision plans – all for free.  

This will help the students focus on the needed 

topics for the exam. 

On Wednesday, we braved the wind, rain and ele-

ments in our visit to Bristol. This was a chance for 

students to explore the central zone of the city and 

look first hand at urban change. We studied how 

the harbour side area has changed since its histor-

ic beginnings and how it has become modernised 

and regenerated overtime, along with Cabot Cir-

cus. In fact we were looking at, over the course of 

the day, £800 million worth of regeneration! The 

year 11s were absolutely brilliant (despite the 

rain) and really engaged in the day. There were 

some mixed feelings about the effectiveness of the 

regeneration but this didn't stop all of us from 

squeezing a tiny bit of shopping in during the last 

hour of our day. 

 

Outstanding students, for their enthusiasm,  

engagement and brilliant answers were: Andy, 

Oscar, Freija, Louie and Ellie-Anne. As always 

Alcester Academy students did us proud. Thank 

you to staff and students. A fantastic day of  

geography had by all!  

 

Mrs Stedman 
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On Monday we invited 

David Hyner to deliver a 

memory skills seminar to 

year 11. David is well 

known for his motivation-

al revision skills talks, 

having delivered sessions 

internationally. The ses-

sion was highly entertaining with David sharing 

life experiences and drawing together memory 

techniques from a wealth of research.  

 

The main approach they have learnt is memory 

stacking. The technique works by creating a story 

which links together what you are trying to re-

member through the use of imagary and emotion. 

During the session students were given a list of in 

excess of 20 random items and facts. Within 10 

minutes the whole group called recall (in order) 

the items. Wow!  Just as impressive was Ellie 

who recalled all facts in order on her own. Ellie 

was also able to recall the facts in a random order 

when asked. Year 11, as always, were fantastic. 

Good luck to year 11 as they prepare for their fi-

nal set of mocks; they 

now have a great new tool 

to help them prepare. 

 

Mr Bastock 

Visiting speaker for year 11s... 
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National Careers Week (NCW) is a celebration of 

careers guidance and free resources in education 

across the UK. The aim is to provide a focus for 

careers guidance activity at an important stage in 

the academic calendar to help support young peo-

ple leaving education. 

 

Here at Alcester Academy, we empower students 

by providing resources and linking education with 

the world of employment to ensure students get an 

important insight to the future of work and further 

learning. CEIAG (Careers Education, Information, 

Advice and Guidance) is designed to prepare stu-

dents for life in modern Britain by providing the 

knowledge, understanding, confidence and skills 

that they need to make informed choices and plans 

for their future learning and career. Better in-

formed students result in better decision making. 

Throughout National Careers Week, students will 

be accessing information through tutor work with a 

view to promoting positive discussions regarding 

future careers. 

 

For more detailed information about National  

Careers Week please see the links: 

 

https://nationalcareersweek.com/parentsguide/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://nationalcareersweek.com/2022fow/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nationalcareersweek.com/e-zine-2/ 

 

 

 

https://nationalcareersweek.com/parentsguide/
https://nationalcareersweek.com/2022fow/
https://nationalcareersweek.com/e-zine-2/
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Epraise results so far this year... 

GOLD  

S I LVER  

1 Gold Certificate  Molly  7HT 227 points 

2 Silver Certificate  Lottie  7WI 195 points 

3 Silver Certificate  Fleur   7SI 189 points 

4 Silver Certificate  Aidan   7HT 184 points 

5 Silver Certificate  Sam   7SI 181 points 

5 Silver Certificate  Harry   7TY 181 points 

7 Silver Certificate  Aeron   7SI 180 points 

8 Silver Certificate  Aidan   7HT 175 points 

8 Silver Certificate  Jake   7WI 175 points 

10 Silver Certificate  Brooke   7HT 172 points 

 

1 Gold Certificate  Jack   8HL 285 points  

2 Gold Certificate  Jack   8KA 221 points 

3 Gold Certificate  Callum  8KA 205 points 

4 Silver Certificate  Zak   8SO 195 points 

5 Silver Certificate  Aaron   8RO 194 points 

6 Silver Certificate  Mia   8SO 192 points 

7 Silver Certificate  Isaac   8SO 191 points 

8 Silver Certificate  Finlay  8SO 184 points 

9 Silver Certificate  Oscar   8KA 182 points 

10 Silver Certificate  Maya   8SO 175 points 

 

1 Silver Certificate  Elliott   9ST 189 points 

2 Silver Certificate  Joshua   9BL 185 points 

3 Silver Certificate  Callum  9BL 180 points 

4 Silver Certificate  Zac   9BL 177 points 

5 Silver Certificate  Ed   9YA 172 points 

6 Silver Certificate  Lola-Mai  9BW 165 points 

7 Silver Certificate  Madison  9BW 162 points 

8 Silver Certificate  Paige   9ST 161 points 

9 Silver Certificate  David   9WE 157 points 

9 Silver Certificate  Zoe   9WE 157 points 

 

1 Silver Certificate  Luke   10LE 196 points 

2 Silver Certificate  Ted   10MA 192 points 

3 Silver Certificate  Eve   10LE 175 points 

4 Silver Certificate  Emmeline  10AN 170 points 

4 Silver Certificate  Maisie   10MA 170 points 

6 Silver Certificate  Finley   10TN 164 points 

6 Silver Certificate  Oliver   10MA 164 points 

6 Silver Certificate  Lilia   10TN 164 points 

9 Silver Certificate  Ashton   10AN 162 points 

10 Silver Certificate  Isabelle  10MA 160 points 

 

1 Silver Certificate  James  11BR 155 points 

2 Silver Certificate  Richard  11HK 149 points 

3 Silver Certificate  Amelia   11BA 137 points 

3 Silver Certificate  Ollie   11HK 137 points 

5 Silver Certificate  Bailey   11HK 132 points 

6 Silver Certificate  Chloe   11BA 126 points 

7 Silver Certificate  Jamie   11BA 125 points 

8 Silver Certificate  Cameron  11HK 123 points 

9 Silver Certificate  Owen   11BA 120 points 

10 Silver Certificate  Milly   11BA 119 points 

GOLD  

S I LVER  



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 13 

Year 11 

GCSE Mock Exams 2 — weeks beginning Monday 28th February & 7th March 2022 

Full Report published to parents/carers — Thursday 7th April 2022   

GCSE Examinations — Monday 16th May —  Tuesday 28th June 2022  

(these dates are provisional and will be confirmed by the awarding bodies imminently) 

GCSE Contingency Day — Wednesday 29th June 2022 - all students must be available 

 
Year 10 

Internal MFL Speaking Exams — week commencing Monday 20th June 2022 

Data Report published to parents/carers — Monday 20th June 2022 

 
Year 9 

Parents’ Evening via SchoolCloud — Thursday 24th March 2022 – 4-6.30pm 

Internal Exams — weeks commencing Monday 28th March & 4th April 2022 

Full Report published to parents/carers — Friday 20th May 2022 

Data Report published to parents/carers — Monday 18th July 2022 

 
Year 8 

Parents’ Evening via SchoolCloud — Thursday 3rd March 2022 - 4-6.30pm 

In-class Exams — week commencing Monday 14th March 2022 

Data Report published to parents/carers — Thursday 7th April 2022 

Options Evening — Wednesday 4th May 2022 — time tbc 

Data Report published to parents/carers — Monday 20th June 2022 

 
Year 7 

Data Report published to parents/carers — Thursday 7th April 2022 

In-class Exams — week commencing Monday 13th June 2022 

Full Report published to parents/carers — Wednesday 20th July 2022 

Exam, Reporting & Parents’ Evening Timetable  

Term Dates 2022 

 

SPRING TERM 2022 

Half Term    Monday 21st – Friday 25th February 2022 

Back to school   Monday 28th February 2022 

  

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 8th April 2022 

  

SUMMER TERM 2022 

Summer Term begins  Monday 25th April 2022 

 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 2nd May 2022 

 

Half Term    Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 2022 

Back to school   Monday 6th June 2022 

         

Summer Term ends  Tuesday 19th July 2022 at 3.25pm 

 

2021/2022  TERM DATES ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/life-at-alcester-academy/term-dates
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WEEK A Lunchtime After school (3.30-4.30pm) 

Monday Maths (by invitation only)   

Tuesday English (by invitation only) Maths 

Wednesday DT English 

Thursday Biology triple Physics triple 

Friday Combined Science Chemistry triple 

WEEK B Lunchtime After school (3.30-4.30pm) 

Monday 

Art/Photography 

Maths (by invitation only) 

  

  

Tuesday Art/Photography PTE 

Wednesday 
German (MFL2) 

Performing Arts/Music 

iMedia and Computer Science 

Performing Arts/Music 

Thursday French (MFL1) 
Art/Photography 

Chemistry triple 

Friday Geography   

Year 11 Saturday School Timetable 

Year 11 Revision Timetables 

  Session 1 Time School or 

Online 

 Session 2 Time School or 

Online 

Monday 21.2.22 Chemistry 10-12 noon School     

Saturday 26.2.22 English 10-12 noon Online     

Saturday 5.3.22 Maths 9-11am School   French 

Speaking 

11-1pm School 
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Year 7 swimmer Arturo has been going from 

strength to strength with his Club Stratford 

Sharks this season. As well as racking up a  

number of impressive personal bests, he has  

recently been commended for his sportsmanship 

which reflects very well on this determined and 

driven young man. Congratulations Arturo and 

we wish you well in your future swimming  

endeavours. 

 

A busy week of Jr. NBA fixtures saw our year 7 

and 8 teams in action with fixtures against 

St.Bede's, Shipston and AGS. Tuesday saw the 

year 8s travel to St.Bede's for a double header 

against the hosts and Shipston. A chastening loss 

in the first game with St.Bede's taught them a lot 

which they put to good use in an emphatic victory 

against Shipston in the second game. 

 

Wednesday saw the year 7s and 8s in action at 

AGS. The year 7s kicked things off and started 

really well, opening up a 10 point lead following 

some excellent play by the whole team. A nervy 

last quarter led to AGS getting back to within two 

points but the team managed to hold on for a  

deserved victory against well-drilled opposition. The year 8 game was a see-saw affair with the 

lead changing hands on numerous occasions. As 

time ticked down the tension mounted but, in the 

end, we again managed to cling on for a two point 

victory. 

 

Both year 7s and 8s should be commended for 

their determination to not buckle under pressure, 

and all concerned should be praised for the way 

they went about their basketball, playing with 

great skill and teamwork. Thanks to everyone 

involved and on to the next one! 

Mr Powell 

 

Warwickshire Cricket Board 
February Half Term—Girls Only Cricket Camp 

  

Kineton School on the 24th and 25th February 2022 from 10-2pm. 

Ages 7-14, Girls of all abilities welcome. 

£25 per day or £40 for 2 day booking. 

Girls of all abilities welcome! 

  

Booking link:  

WCB - February Half Term—Girls 2-day Cricket Camp  

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

https://booking.ecb.co.uk/c/express/164bcffc-8808-463c-8fb7-45cdede97c43
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

At the end of the school day come down to the gym and get changed as soon as possible. Normal 

school PE kit is required. All practices will run until 4.30pm and are open to everyone in the specified 

year groups.  

 

PE Practices/Fixtures: week beginning 28.2.22 

 

Monday 28th February: 

Yoga Club (lunchtime). All welcome. 

Year 8 Netball 

  

Tuesday 1st March:  

Year 8 Archery (Invitation letters issued) 

 

Wednesday 2nd March: 

Year 8 Basketball @ Shipston (selection letters issued) 

Year 7 Netball 

 

For Fixtures a separate team sheet 

including all the necessary details will  

be sent out via parent mail. 

Practices and Fixtures 


