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Good afternoon everyone.

Many thanks to Mrs Woodman and
Mr Cooke for helping to give you a
different perspective on school life
via the bulletin last week. I hope
that you enjoyed reading it.

We have had a slightly quieter

week in terms of student numbers

this week with many year 9s out at

Skern Lodge and our year 10s on Work
Experience. I've included a few images of these
experiences for you but the comprehensive
reports will be featured in the bulletin next
week. Thank you to the staff who helped to
make these experiences happen. I visited
several students on their work experience and
was bursting with pride at their maturity.

We have heard so many wonderful things
about year 10s out and about this week.
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Our year 7s enjoyed a
Super Learning Day
this week entitled
Bully 4 U delivered by
Loudmouth. It is such
an important topic for
us to focus on with the
students. If you think that your child
is being bullied, please reach out

to the form tutor or to LSU for
additional support.

dloud

We also have anonymous service
called TEXT ACADEMY
Tel: 07563130478
where students can let LSU staff
know about any concerning issues

TEXTACADEMY

Report incidents of bullying, theft,
cyber issues, crime or anti-social behaviour

I’'m being bullied - | don't know what to do -
textacademy to 07563130478
with your message
or
email your message to:
textacademy@alcesteracademy.org.uk

07563130478
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Ukraine Appeal I must give another shout out to the other
organisations who
supported us again:
Coughton Primary School
Temple Grafton Primary
AGS

Trophies 2 U

Hopkins Pharmacy

Tesco Express

Tudor Grange, Redditch
Great Alne Park and the countless donations
made by you all, neighbours, family members and
community too.

Sincere thanks yet again for your kind donations
last week. I can confirm that these went off suc-
cessfully. I've included a feature on the whole
appeal for you. Take some time to read just a few
of our Letters of Hope also. These are so touching.
We managed to gather enough goods to full 27
pallets — wow! Around 24 pallets fills an artic
lorry apparently and so this is just amazing!

I must once again thank Miss Bishop for helping
us to get this appeal started and for organising
transport for the donations. She was assisted by
valiant helpers Sam and Helena too. Our students
stepped up in every way possible during what If you are interested in housing Ukrainians as
turned out to be two days of collections in the end. Part of the Government Scheme, please vis-
The transport arrived during lunchtime on both it: https:/homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/
days and without fail, every student asked in the

canteen got up from their lunch to lift a box for us.

True Academy values in action!
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Welcome!

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Wendy Ross to
the SEND team this week as a teaching assistant.
We hope that Mrs Ross will be very happy here
with us.

Hello, I am Miss Ross and I have previously
worked in a primary setting in the local area.

I'm very grateful for being given the
opportunity to work in such an amazing
school. All staff and pupils have been
incredibly welcoming.

Outside of school, I enjoy spending time with
my friends and family. I love keeping active
with Pilates and tennis lessons.

Young Enterprise — year 10

Congratulations to Alcester Bee Company for
their hard work at the Young Enterprise Trade
Fair in Leamington last Saturday. Unashamedly,
I felt that our stand was streets above others with
a superb pitch location too. The students were a
pleasure to be with. Thank you to the staff and
parents who supported this.
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Coping with exam pressure
A new DfE guide has been published that
parents might find of interest for use with

children Coping with exam pressure - a guide for
students - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Our year 11s will now be beginning to feel that
last pull towards the finishing line. Just for a few
months, they will need to show their fullest
commitment and resilience as they prepare for
summer exams. We will be doing a hard sell on
the extra interventions available now. Staff are
just collating the year 11s final ever Alcester
Academy report to parents.

Well done to our year 8s for their first full exam
week experience at Alcester Academy.

Further key year 8 dates
are as follows:

Monday 4th April 2022 — Option Subject Taster
Week/Assemblies begin regarding subjects choices
by curriculum leaders. Students will be choosing
their taster sessions next week in tutor time.

Thursday 7th April 2022 — approximate date
for Y8 reports to be sent out to parents

Wednesday 4th May — Year 8 Options Evening
6pm (a decision about whether this is live or on
TEAMS will be made nearer the time). Option
choices and processes will be outlined at this
event

Thursday 19th May — Deadline for Option
choices to be submitted

Next week is year 9 Exam Preparation week
ready for these exams to begin in the hall on
28th March. We ask that the year 9 students
wear a face covering in the hall please whilst they
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are in close proximity to each other. When our
year 11s did this, I'm pleased to say, we had no
covid cases at all.

Students are all permitted to take exercise books
home to revise from. Equally, more revision mate-
rial is uploaded to subject Google Classrooms in
order to support students further.

Year 9 Parents’ Evening

We are looking forward to seeing year 9 parents
via School Cloud on Thursday 24th March. We
hope that this will be a good opportunity to get
focussed collaboratively on the exams to follow.

Mock Trial

Good luck to the mock trial team for tomorrow’s
competition. We'll report back next week.

Bus Transport to and from school

After numerous concerns raised about children
travelling on the wrong service, we will be com-
pleting some spot checks over the coming weeks to
be sure that Alcester Academy students are travel-
ling with a pass, and on the correct bus. Please can
you support us by discussing this at home? Thank
you.

Collecting children from school during
the day

As a reminder, any routine medical appointments
for students need to be made outside of school
hours or in the school holidays please. For emer-
gency situations or orthodontist and hospital ap-
pointments, children will be released from school
with proof of the appointment in advance. I will
insist that children are collected by a trusted adult
from reception however on safeguarding grounds
and not allowed to walk to cars parked on Gerard
Road.

Mrs Hodges will deal with any notification of ap-
pointments JackieHodges@alcesteracademy.org.uk

Covid updates

Our statistics today are:

Year 7—9 cases

Year 8—5 cases

Year 9—0 cases

Year 10—1 case

Year 11—1 case

Thank you for your continued support with your
vigilance around cases.
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Next week is another busy week in school. It in-
cludes year 11 photos on Tuesday. A Super Learn-
ing Day on Wednesday for year 9 , year 8 Book
Award and year 9 Parents’ Evening. Wow! I look
forward to updating you next week on all of this.

I'm aware that there will be a lot of very tired chil-
dren at home this weekend for various reasons. I
wish you all a calm and peaceful weekend ahead
therefore and I'm sending my best wishes to those
year 9 parents/carers brave enough to open the
Skern suitcases and get the 60 degree wash going!
All the best with that!

Let’s hope that the spring sunshine stays with us
over this weekend too.

Best wishes

Sarah Mellors
Headteacher

SKERN:
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Child Development Work of the Week no®. )

Year 10 Child Development Group

Congratulations to year 10 for completing an excellent practical
assessment last week towards one of their external assignments.
Here are just a few photographs of their children’s meals.

Birthday greetings

Happy 50th birthday Mrs Bush! ﬁ‘a ’

The Science dept organised a'surprise
Afternoon Tea for Mrs Bush this week, to
celebrate her milestone birthday.

4 &
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LRC News

The Scholastic Book Fair is returning  https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/parents?nt=t
to school next week — and will be open

to students in the LRC at break and Student librarian Jess
lunch times from Tuesday 22nd to from 9WE was awarded
Friday 25th March 2022. with her first Pupil Li-
brarian Achievement
What is a Scholastic Book Fair? Award this week. To

earn this award Jess has
had to show that she is a

¥ ; BOOK FA'R responsible librarian

. that can issue, return

TH IS WAY and shelve resources
correctly and is friendly,
polite and helpful to li-
brary users. Jess will continue to work towards her
Bronze Award now. Congratulations Jess!

x

HUNDREDS OF THE Accelerated Reading news..

BEST NEW BOOKS TO CHOOSE FROM! . .
Frances, now in year 8, has read and quizzed on

over 100 books since she joined us in year 7, she
has read over 5 million words!! Which is a huge
achievement — Congratulations Frances. Hot on
her heels are George in year 9, and Immy and Finn
in year 7, who have read over 1 million words since
September, congratulations also to them.

A Scholastic Book Fair is a pop-up book shop.
School will be supplied with mobile bookcases
packed with over 200 of the newest and best
books from over 60 publishers, including exclusive
titles that you won’t see in shops or at any other
Fairs. There are amazing discounts and prices
start from just £2.99.

Plus..every book sold at the Fair helps to

earn FREE BOOKS for our school!

Payment can be made with cash, or with Book Fair
Gift Vouchers, which are the simple, secure way to
ensure your child gets the books they want when
the Book Fair arrives and are perfect if you don’t
want them to carry cash.

You will receive the voucher in an email which can
be printed and given to your child — much safer to
carry than cash!

Vouchers can be purchased up until midnight on
the 24th March 2022.

Your school will still earn rewards for free books.

You can use this link to purchase your vouchers: %
. ING

https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/gift-vouchers

NAISSANCE B it rated Reader

'f“nis Certificate is Awarded to

Follow this link to see some of the books that will
be available to buy:

https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/bookcases/tt

There is also a parent area on the Scholastic web-
site if you have any further questions:
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Epraise—Results this week

praise
Top Scorers this week: Top Staff this week:
1 Hannah 10MA - 21 po%nts 1 Mr Yarrington 237 points
2 Seb 10TN 20 points 2 Mr Bowater 225 points
2 Max 10TN 20 points 3 Miss Lewis 132 points
2 Callum 10AN 20 points 4 Mrs Stedman 114 points
5 Adam 8RO 9 po?nts 5 Mr Jones 93 points
5 Mqlly 7THT 9 points 6 Mr Rossiter 87 points
7 Oli 9BL 8 points 7 Mrs Mellors 80 points
7 Imogen 8HL 8 points 8 Mr Millen 54 points
7 Devan 7THT 8 po%nts 9 Miss Burgess 43 points
7 Isaac 850 8 points 10 Miss Simpson 40 points
Top Tutor Groups this week: Top Subjects:
1 8S0 94 points 1 Geography 298 points
2 7SI 91 points 2 Art * 253 points
3 THT 85 points 3 English 187 points
4 8PK 83 points 4 History 171 points
5 TWI 82 points 5 Science 79 points
6 TY 80 points 6 Maths 56 points
7 TRA 74 points 7 Design Technolog 44 points
8 10TN 71 points 8 German 39 points
9 SPW 70 points 9 French 27 points
10 8HL 68 points 10 Performing Arts 10 points

1 ‘
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School Attendance — up to 17.3.22

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Whole School
91.0% 92.1% 92.6% 90.2% 89.4% 91.1%

This week's top tutor groups

7RA, 8RO, 8PK, 9BW, 10HE and 11HO
Well done! Mrs Hodges
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Exam, Reporting & Parents’ Evening Timetable

Year 11

Full Report published to parents/carers — Thursday 7th April 2022

GCSE Examinations — Monday 16th May — Tuesday 28th June 2022

(these dates are provisional and will be confirmed by the awarding bodies imminently)
GCSE Contingency Day — Wednesday 29th June 2022 - all students must be available

Year 10

Internal MFL Speaking Exams — week commencing Monday 20th June 2022
Data Report published to parents/carers — Monday 20th June 2022

Year 9

Parents’ Evening via SchoolCloud — Thursday 24th March 2022 — 4-6.30pm
Internal Exams — weeks commencing Monday 28th March & 4th April 2022
Full Report published to parents/carers — Friday 20th May 2022

Data Report published to parents/carers — Monday 18tk July 2022

Year 8

Data Report published to parents/carers — Thursday 7th April 2022
Options Evening — Wednesday 4th May 2022 — time tbe
Data Report published to parents/carers — Monday 20th June 2022

Year 7

Data Report published to parents/carers — Thursday 7th April 2022
In-class Exams — week commencing Monday 13th June 2022
Full Report published to parents/carers — Wednesday 20tk July 2022

Term Dates 2022

SPRING TERM 2022
Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 8th April 2022

SUMMER TERM 2022

Summer Term begins Monday 25th April 2022

May Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May 2022

Half Term Monday 30th May — Friday 3rd June 2022
Back to school Monday 6th June 2022

Summer Term ends Tuesday 19th July 2022 at 3.25pm

2021/2022 TERM DATES ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE
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Year 11 Revision Timetables

WEEK A

Lunchtime

After school (3.30-4.30pm)

Monday

Maths (by invitation only)

Tuesday English (by invitation only) Maths

Wednesday DT English

Thursday Biology triple Physics triple

Friday Combined Science Chemistry triple

WEEK B Lunchtime After school (3.30-4.30pm)
Art/Photography

Monday Maths (by invitation only)

Tuesday Art/Photography PTE

German (MFLZ2)

Wednesday Performing Arts/Music

1Media and Computer Science
Performing Arts/Music

Thursday French (MFL1)

Art/Photography
Chemistry triple

Friday Geography

entrust | act ‘

autism

'.cmc partnership

Sharing a moment with Rosa & Jane

Entrust Care Partnership are excited to offer you a unique
opportunity to chat with, and ask questions of this
mother and daughter duo

Rosa is a strong, independent young woman with entrepreneurial
skills, she also is Autistic.

Jane is an actor, teacher, trainer and co-founder of Act for Autism,
she is also Rosa's mother.

During this hour they will introduce the session by chatting with each other
about the ‘challenges and triumphs’ and what has helped them most.

Thursday 14th April 2022
7pm - 8pm
Free Zoom Online Workshop

Please come and join them, on your own or with your son or
daughter. This will be an open and honest discussion about how to
connect well together. The session will be relaxed and informative

and will be led by your questions and your need to be heard.

Join us with a cuppa for a real insight into what the lived experience
is like for one family.

To register an interest, have a chat or for more information please contact:
Lynne Barton : ly ustcarepartnership.org.uk
Tel : 07712 326273

Wet: entrustcarepartnership.org.uk

O
) o into@entrustcarepartnership.org.uk
! \-4 / ? o 01926 612748

| )

ALCESTER ROCK ACADEMY
PRESENTS
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Vacancy @

Subject Lead for Physical Education Alcester
Academy

MPS/UPS + TLR Subject to experience

Starting: September 2022 (or earlier if circumstances allow)
Closing date: Friday 25th March 2022 12 noon

Interview date: to be set WC 4th April 2022

PE at Alcester Academy

Students and staff at Alcester Academy are a delight to work alongside. As Subject Lead for PE you
would have strategic leadership of PE across the school. We currently deliver BTEC Sport at key
stage four; the ability to consider bringing GCSE back into the curriculum would be of interest.
There is a healthy up take of sports as extra-curricular opportunities across all year groups. It is an
area within the school that requires further development, and the successful applicant will need to
assess, and develop curriculum provision in order to ensure that the students receive the very best
education in this area as possible. The leadership team are fully committed to supporting the

successful applicant with this journey.

The Post

This is an exciting opportunity for a strong middle leader with a proven track record of exemplary
student outcomes. The successful applicant will be able to demonstrate experience of effective leader-
ship and management in a Middle Leadership position, and a willingness to contribute to the whole
staff team. Flexibility and the ability to innovate are desirable qualities, along with energy and ca-
pacity for hard work. The successful candidate will have a good understanding of what effective
Teaching & Learning looks like for children of all abilities and be committed to enable all students to
access the curriculum in order to fulfil their academic potential. They will be able to engage and en-
thuse students of all aptitudes. Resilience and drive are desirable qualities in order to ensure that

students at Alcester Academy are provided with the very best life opportunities possible.

The application deadline is 12 noon on Friday 25th March 2022.
Interviews will take place w/c 4th April 2022.

We reserve the right to follow up references provided in person.

If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy or wish to submit your application, please

email admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. We look forward to receiving your application.

Please note that this school is committed to safeguarding, equality of opportunity, and promoting the

welfare of children and young people. An enhanced DBS check will be required.

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which
has clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of
children of compulsory school age are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular basis.
The Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must
attend school on every day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child who is
absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are likely to be considered as
committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.

Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil
Registration) (England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence,
the school are obliged to act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence
during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave
is granted, head teachers are able to determine the number of school days a child can be absent
for.

It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the
circumstances warrant the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence
requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent.

Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own
merits.

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required
to be in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will
be recorded as an unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the
parent(s), by way of a Fixed Penalty Notice.

Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being
issued to the parent(s).

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the
Warwickshire Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for
example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120
each, totalling £240 for both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).

Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the
matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council's Legal Services to consider instigating
criminal proceedings under S444 Education Act 1996.

Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council's Code of
Conduct for Penalty Notices.

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire School pupils recorded 31,196 half day sessions of absence

due to holiday in the Autumn term 2019.
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<CALLING ALL
WARWICKSHIRE
44-17 YEAR OLDS!

Sign up to Warwickshire's Youth Conference 2022 at
www.childfriendlywarwickshire/youthconference

THURSDAY 21 APRIL 2022

11am - 4pm (lunch provided)
Woodland Grange, Old Milverton Ln, Leamington Spa, CV32 6RN

' ' Future Ready: Warwickshire's Youth Conference will offer
a friendly and empowering environment where young
people and local organisations will come together to 9 9
amplify the voices of tomorrow to help shape the county.

CAREERS

@
\ YOUTH

RELATIONSHIPS m HOMELESSNESS-

PARISH OF KINWARTQ,ND GREAT ALJ
K1 L]

Annual Parish
Meeting

Tuesday 5 April 2022 at 7pm

Alcester War Memorial Town Hall

with raffle

" Iﬂ'd% 25th March

The Annual Parish Meeting is a meeting for all the local
government electors of the Parish. Q u Iz sta rts a t 7:30 p m

It is not a meeting of the Town Council.

Anyone may attend and registered electors of the Parish may at Great Alne and Kinwarton Memorial Hall

speak and vote during the meeting. TiCketS £8 (Ch | | d ren £4)
The Town Council has invited all local voluntary trusts and - - A
organisations to attend and to report on their activities during TI Ckets aval |a ble fro m.
the past year and on their future plans. Susan: 762554, Gareth: 448079, Tricia: 763246
or berrygreatalne@gmail.com

Please contact Alcester Town Council for more information on: | . d f
01789 766084 or email administration@alcester-tc.gov.uk naiao Tick i | f
7 ickets include a selection o
athryn C
e o o9 Church  sandwiches and cakes but

e A \Funds please bringy.

March 2022
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Everything's coming up Bronzey!

Also on Tuesday our year 7 and 8 footballers took
part in the South Warwickshire Tournament at
Stratford and with great skill and determination
achieved third place in a strong competition. Miss
Buckthorp was very impressed with their team-
work and application and all represented the
Academy with style and panache.

Wednesday saw the year 8 netballers in action,
Last week saw the Academy scoop a quadruple also in the South Warwickshire Tournament. Af-
haul of Bronze medals across a variety of sports.  ter some brilliant play in the group stage their
Firstly, on Tuesday our three rowing teams head- journey was ended at the semi-final stage by the
ed off to the County Rowing Finals in Leamington eventual winners, but third place was secured by
to represent South Warwickshire. After some stiff virtue of them having beaten the other losing
competition our year 10 boys team (Luke, George, semi-finalists in the group stages. Again, the
Finn and Alfie) earned themselves third place, a  whole squad acquitted themselves brilliantly and
feat matched by the year 8 Boys (Fin, Aaron, Ed  their performances bode well for the future.
and Max). Our year 8 girls team (Chloe, Darcie, Thanks from the PE dept. to all participants for
Olivia and summer) finished just outside the giving up their time to represent the Academy, it
medals but not before giving a fantastic account  is greatly appreciated!
of themselves in the individual and relay races.

All twelve rowed magnificently with good tech- In other news, as you
nique and power and, as ever, were a credit to might remember from pre-
themselves and the Academy. vious bulletins, Jun (year

9) has been playing for
Lillington Freechurch ta-
ble tennis club in the Na-
tional Cadet League held
at Cirencester. This Sun-
day was the concluding
day and his team stormed
home to finish on top of
Division 1. Jun, along
with his teammates was awarded each a

gold medal from Table Tennis England for their
efforts and achievements. We warmly congratu-
late Jun for his excellent achievement

on the National stage and wish him well in his
future table tennis endeavours.

Mr Powell
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

Practices and Fixtures — Week beginning 21.3.22

We have several fixtures coming up, so it is important that students
attend in order to be considered for teams.

Monday 21st March:

Yoga Club (lunchtime) All welcome )
YA CLUB

Year 7/8 Netball Practice
Year 7/8 Rugby @ Stratford School (selection letters issued)

Tuesday 22nd March: 3
Year 8 Archery (Invitation letters issued)

Year 7 & 8 Football @ AGS (selection letters issued)

Wednesday 23rd March: _

Year 9/10 Netball

At the end of the school day come down to the gym and get changed as soon as
possible. Normal school PE kit is required.

All practices will run until 4.30pm and are open to everyone in the specified year
groups. For Fixtures a separate team sheet including all the necessary details will
be sent out via parentmail.
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