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Friday 19th June 2020 

Word of the Week 

English: Honour   French: l'honneur   German: Ehre  

English: On June 22 every year, the UK celebrates Windrush Day to  

honour the British Caribbean community. 

French:  Chaque année, le 22 juin, le Royaume-Uni fête la Journée Windrush pour  

honorer la communauté britannique-caraïbe. 

German:  Jedes Jahr am 22. Juni feiert das Vereinigte Königreich den Windrush Day,  

um die Britisch-Karibische Gemeinschaft zu ehren.  

https://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/windrush-day 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Good afternoon everyone, 

Thank you for your support in another busy 

week. I continue to be amazed by the work 

being produced by our students and extend 

my thanks to them sincerely for this. We do all 

appreciate how difficult it must be to maintain 

momentum and not fall behind 

with things. We ask that you and 

students maintain positive com-

munication with us still so that we 

might support you all as much as 

we can. LSU are increasing their 

calls to parents and students.  

Students can access any LSU staff 

member by using the ‘Text 

Someone’ service; the phone number for this 

is in their student planner, or they can con-

tact lsusupport@alcesteracademy.org.uk.  

If you have any concerns as a parent or carer, 

please contact Miss Buckthorp, Director  

of Student Well-Being directly  

karenbuckthorp@alcesteracademy.org.uk  

Students in all year groups have been asked to 

complete a well-being questionnaire and LSU 

will use these to guide and direct support to 

individuals, or address issues arising 

as a whole school. 

We appreciated another alternative 

curriculum day for students yester-

day; ‘What’s maths got to do with 

IT?’ Thanks to the maths and IT staff 

for designing this. The day saw stu-

dents embarking on some real life 

conundrums. We hope that students enjoy this 

variety to their learning. 

Fabulous work building new APPS from  

students yesterday in the SLD: 

https://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/windrush-day
mailto:lsusupport@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:karenbuckthorp@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Issy, year 10 https://studio.code.org/projects/

applab/9mv_bdc-v2jUnYsPDuVEchFqHyQI_-

KqZPfyVO0Nl4c  

Adelena, year 7 https://studio.code.org/projects/

applab/

j1U83PFYXMKfHRkAb8g9la3RjagB7B5hAo9yuaYcNUg  

Future SLD dates are: 

 Tuesday 23rd June -  

Stay at Home Sports Day 

 Monday 29th June  - 

We Love our Environment!  from the Art 

and DT departments  

 Wednesday 8th July -  

Shakespeare through the ages  

 Monday 13th July  -  

Around the world in 7 hours: A celebration 

of diversity and multi-culturalism from the 

Geography and  RE departments or  

Hands-on History, exploring your local area 

Much of our week in school has revolved around 

the site readiness as some  year 10 students  

return to us on Monday. We will extend to five 

bubbles of students in school next week as we 

welcome year 10s back along side a growing num-

ber of key worker children now. I’m sure that you 

can imagine that a lot of thorough planning has 

gone in to this in order to maintain a safe environ-

ment for both students and staff. If your children 

are now involved in being on site, I would ask for 

your support in continual reminders about the 

need to respect the boundaries that we have had 

to establish both physically and in terms of  

expectations. Thank you. 

In light of some year 10s returning, I must high-

light again that students may find a change of 

teacher or slight change of routine to their learn-

ing as core subject staff return in to school. To 

maintain distance learning and physical teaching 

in a small school presents us with some challeng-

es! As ever, we rise to these challenges and I must 

sincerely thank the core subject staff for the way 

in which they have addressed many potentially 

tricky scenarios over this week to find amazing 

solutions for the students. 

If any year 10 parents have queries regarding the 

programme for their child over the next two 

weeks, please contact any member of SLT. 

Optimistically, Headteachers have been told that 

there may be some direction given on a national 

basis to the plans for returning to school in Sep-

tember. Naturally, we have our own thoughts 

around this and will update you further towards 

the end of term. Any plans will assume that the  

R rate continues to decrease over the summer 

period and that we do not return in to any form  

https://studio.code.org/projects/applab/9mv_bdc-v2jUnYsPDuVEchFqHyQI_-KqZPfyVO0Nl4c
https://studio.code.org/projects/applab/9mv_bdc-v2jUnYsPDuVEchFqHyQI_-KqZPfyVO0Nl4c
https://studio.code.org/projects/applab/9mv_bdc-v2jUnYsPDuVEchFqHyQI_-KqZPfyVO0Nl4c
https://studio.code.org/projects/applab/j1U83PFYXMKfHRkAb8g9la3RjagB7B5hAo9yuaYcNUg
https://studio.code.org/projects/applab/j1U83PFYXMKfHRkAb8g9la3RjagB7B5hAo9yuaYcNUg
https://studio.code.org/projects/applab/j1U83PFYXMKfHRkAb8g9la3RjagB7B5hAo9yuaYcNUg
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of lockdown! We all dread that thought I’m sure. 

In some lighter news, Miss Buckthorp managed to 

finally secure the lease agreement for our new mini 

bus this week. We are so excited. She has been 

working on this with our Business Manager, Mrs 

Seys for a number of months. We have been very 

aware of the age and state of the current  

bus and want to ensure the safest way for our  

students to travel to and from various learning  

opportunities. 

My Headteacher Challenge remains open until next 

Thursday at 9am remember. I’m accepting wel-

come letters to year 6 students. I have received 

some thoughtful and kind letters so far that have 

made me feel extremely proud. Thank you to those 

students. In a more creative challenge, I’m looking 

for structures made using mini marshmallows and 

spaghetti strands! Please send photos 

to head@alcesteracademy.org.uk. 

Before I close I do just want to convey my sincere 

thanks not only to you but to the entire staff at the 

Academy. If you could see what is being done 

around the site and hear the conversations about 

student well-being and progress I’m sure it would 

just overwhelm you all.  The commitment from 

staff now to wanting to get ‘back to normal’ as 

quickly as possible is genuine and heartfelt – we 

are all very lucky indeed. 

Wishing you a lovely weekend 

Very best wishes 

Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher 

And so in the early part of lockdown, we took the 

opportunity to make some developments around 

school. The site team have been working really 

hard. This week saw the grand arrival of ‘The Snack 

Shack’. This will initially be a year 11 privilege de-

signed to both encourage social distancing by re-

ducing numbers needing serving in the hall, and 

allow the year 11s to ‘grab and go’ at lunchtimes so 

that they can  arrive to interventions in a timely 

and prompt manner. We love it! 

New lockdown arrival! 

mailto:head@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Next week on Tuesday 23rd June, we will be roll-

ing out our ‘Stay at Home Virtual Sports Day’ in 

support of the Youth Sport Trust National School 

Sports Week #NSSWtogether.  

On our Virtual Sports Day Google 

classroom (class code: muazwbn) we 

have provided a series of 24 possible 

challenges for you to try. You don't 

have to do them all but what we are 

suggesting is that you do either a De-

cathlon (10 challenges), 

a Heptathlon (7 chal-

lenges) or a Pentathlon 

(5 challenges). On com-

pletion of each chal-

lenge please post a vid-

eo of you in action plus 

your score (you don't 

need to video yourself doing a quiz) to the class-

room so we can tot up the scores and add them 

to our House Competition Table. 

We hope that, in some way, this 

event will give us the chance to cap-

ture the enjoyment, competition 

and camaraderie students have 

been missing out on during weeks 

of school closures and social dis-

tancing. 

Have fun with it and 

remember that every 

challenge you do 

gains points for your 

House in the overall 

competition!! Good 

luck. 

Mr Powell 

Alcester Academy Virtual Sports Day 2020 

Thank you! 

In other news this week, big thanks to the SEND 

team for setting up their infamous ‘Friendship’ 

lunchtime group remotely. This gives those stu-

dents who would normally appreciate some 

‘down time’ at lunchtime, the chance to touch 

base with a member of staff. 

Miss Buckthorp has worked hard along side  

Mr Hall to now get all tutor groups on TEAMS so 

that we can begin a roll out of some peer time 

before we break up. We’re excited about this 

and look forward to groups meeting again. 

Tuesday 23rd June 

Class code: muazwbn 

Get Involved, get active!! 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/nsswtogether?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Ehashtag
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Gardening plots 

Massive thanks to Kerri Sparkes, a year 8 parent 

and her family for volunteering to help sort out 

our ten very overgrown gardening plots over re-

cent weeks. Such care and attention. I have been 

just overwhelmed by the amount of time and 

effort put in to these. HUGE thanks! 

Masks 

Thanks to Sam Lappin, a year 7 parent for making 

over 130 masks for our year 10s returning should 

they want these. We are so very grateful for the 

time and resources given to this. Matching  

scrunchies too for them if required! 

Sincere thanks! 

In Brief 

Mental Health Support for young people 

24/7 Crisis Line Number for Children and Young People. 

For urgent calls for children and young people who are experiencing a 

mental health crisis contact the Rise Crisis team between 8am-

8pm on 02476 641799 or call  0300 200 0011 outside of these hours. 

During the COVID response, this is service is available 24-hours a day,  

7-days a week, with an advice-only service outside the core hours of 8am-8pm. 
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Art and DT Super Learning Day – Monday 29th June   

We Love our Environment!  

In preparation for We Love our Environment SLD, the Art and DT department would like to give a 

taste of the projects on offer. Due to the nature of these practical tasks, we are fully aware that you 

may need time to collect and plan ideas and materials in advance. 

There is a new Art/DT SLD class on Google Classroom.  

The code that you will need for this is: kjnntm2 

We would like you to choose a minimum of ONE task to develop throughout the day, using artists and 

designers as inspiration along with your natural creativity and ability to experiment and take risks. 

The three tasks are: 

1. Photography 

Emily Blincoe 

 

 

 

 

Research the photographer Emily Blincoe and create a piece (s) based on her use of:                   

CONTRAST | REPITITION |  ALIGNMENT  |  PROXIMITY 

2 . Fashion 

There is no Planet B! Sustainable Fashion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research the fashion illustrator, Edgar Artis and create fantastic images based on his work, 

involving and recycling a range of media and objects from around the house. 
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3. Fine Art                                                      

Crimes Against the Environment  

Research the artist Alexis Rockman and create a masterpiece based on the threats to our  

environment. You may wish to focus on a single piece or produce a series of images.  

Have a think about any ideas which you may have and the area(s) of interest  

amongst the three tasks. Consider which materials are available to you and  

which can realistically be collected before Monday 29th June. 

Good luck and we look forward to seeing what you achieve.  

Remember to upload your images into the CLASSWORK section! 

Mr Yarrington, Miss Nemeshanyi & Miss Wincup 

Need IT support?  
Try Lourdes IT as a student or 

parents: 

 
Call: 01527 376 068 

Email: 

studenthelp@lourdesit.org.uk 

Live Chat and Self Help:  

https://help.lourdesit.org.uk 

Or make queries through:  

distancelearningqueries@ 

alcesteracademy.org.uk 

mailto:studenthelp@lourdesit.org.uk
https://help.lourdesit.org.uk
mailto:distancelearningqueries@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:distancelearningqueries@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Useful Contacts Sheet 

Headteacher 

Mrs Sarah Mellors sarahmellors@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Student Learning 

Mrs W Woodman is overseeing student productivity, teaching and learning.  

wendywoodman@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Student Welfare 

Miss K Buckthorp oversees student welfare. karenbuckthorp@alcesteracademy.org.uk  

Miss Buckthorp is also our designated safeguarding lead. 

Curriculum Leads 

Lead ICT 

Mr P Anderson peteanderson@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Lead Maths 
Miss K Elliott kayleighelliott@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Lead PE  
Mr J Powell jamespowell@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Lead Science  
Miss D Burgess DebbieBurgess@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Lead Performing Arts 
Mr L Hall liamhall@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Lead English 
Mr N Cooke nickcooke@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Lead Art & Design  
Mr J Yarrington jamesyarrington@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Lead Geography 
Ms H Stedman helenstedman@alcesteracademy.org.uk   

Lead History 
Mr G Rossiter garethrossiter@alcesteracademy.org.uk  

Lead MFL (Acting) 
Miss S Sacco sabrinasacco@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

For Philosophy or Theology enquiries, please contact an SLT member 

 

SEND 

Mrs A Bush is supporting our students with SEND in conjunction with our specialist teachers.  

anitabush@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Attendance 

Mrs J Hodges is overseeing daily attendance. Please call in by 9.30am if your child is ill.  

jackieHODGES@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

IT Enquiries 

For IT enquiries, please make contact with Lourdes IT at distancelearningenquiries@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

General Enquiries 

General enquiries can go to admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk or head@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

mailto:sarahmellors@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:wendywoodman@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:karenbuckthorp@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:peteranderson@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:kayleighelliott@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:jamespowell@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:DebbieBurgess@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:liamhall@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:nickcooke@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:jamesyarrington@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:helenstedman@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:garethrossiter@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:sabrinasacco@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:anitabush@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:jackieHODGES@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:distancelearningenquiries@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:head@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Photograph of the Week is a digital edit by Matt, year 10. 

Matt has created this outstanding digital edit using images he 

took on a trip to New York last year.  

Matt has used Photoshop to layer individual photographs 

taken from the street and he has pieced them together with 

some iconic NYC monuments. 

Photograph of the Week 
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 Art Stars of the Week 

In the art gallery this week is the last of the graffiti project work from our year 7s and 8s. 

There are some amazing images of graffiti work by Freya that she and her mum did on her brother's 

car. He's a gamekeeper, so they went with a camouflage theme. 

Well done everyone. 

Miss Nemeshyani 
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Imogen, one of our very talented year 10 photogra-

phers entered the Kissing it Better Competition 

back in April and we are over the moon to report 

that she has been awarded 2nd prize! 

Kissing it Better is a Warwickshire-based healthcare 

charity working to end the isolation of old age by 

bringing the generations together. The charity 

would normally take pupils into hospitals to organ-

ise uplifting activities for the elderly. The charity is 

now finding other ways to help older people who 

may be feeling lonely, isolated and scared during 

the coronavirus crisis.   

The project brief was to create an original piece of 

artwork around the theme of positivity. Imogen 

decided to compose this brilliant photo adapting a 

book to create the heart shape and lighting it from 

behind to produce a glow. She thought that this 

image would put a smile on some of the older and 

more vulnerable people who feel isolated during 

this pandemic. Imogen’s photo will be 

shared electronically to begin with, 

where the charity are hoping to pro-

duce a book with all of the entries! 

Imogen has been invited to Warwick 

Hospital for a safe distance winners’ 

photograph and to collect her  

well-deserved certificate. 

I think I can speak on behalf of every-

one in congratulating you Imogen – 

well done! Miss Nemeshyani 

Art Star of the Week 
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