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Alcester Academy 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

Good afternoon. 

  

This week was National Inclusion Week and 

Miss Bishop led assemblies for the whole 

school on this theme as our Equality, Diversity 

and Inclusion Lead. She asked the students to 

consider what they could do to support each 

other even more than they show currently.  

Inclusion is a new evaluation area within the 

updated Ofsted Inspection Guidance for 

schools. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

PSHE Workshop:  
Media Literacy | Loudmouth 

Year 7 had their first Super Learning Day on 

Tuesday entitled Screen Time. This was  

delivered by Loudmouth Education.  

 

Fake News? Mis and Disinformation?  

Algorithms? What do these terms mean and 

how can understanding these improve the 

quality of our screen time? 

 

This theatre-in-

education pro-

gramme helps 

children and par-

ents to learn how 

to make the inter-

net a safe and pos-

itive way to spend 

time. It explores 

how we all have a 

responsibility to 

https://www.loudmouth.co.uk/programmes/programme/screen-time
https://www.loudmouth.co.uk/programmes/programme/screen-time
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be respectful and kind online and balance concerns 

about internet safety with having fun online. 

 

This is a new workshop by Loudmouth that fits in 

with our Smart Phone Free drive for our new  

year 7s perfectly. 

 

Year 7 were also awarded their House allocations 

yesterday in a fabulous Harry Potter style Sorting 

Hat assembly led by Miss Sacco. I haven’t seen so 

much excitement in a while. It was a delight to 

share this event with them all. 

Key Stage 3 Reading Forum 

Thanks to Miss Lewis for leading the online  

Reading Forum for parents this week. If you 

missed it, it was recorded and the link can be 

found on the school website shortly.  

www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-

information/parent-forum 

 

 

Year 8 Skern Lodge Trip 

Thank you to parents who attended the Skern Trip 

meeting on Wednesday this week. Not long to go 

now! It’s one of the biggest trips we have had in a 

while. 

 

Year 11 Blencathra Trip 

We’ll write with more details of the trip next week. 

For now, here are a few photographs of our year 

11s conducting their field work this week. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/parent-forum
http://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/parent-forum
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Year 11 News! 

Miss Buckthorp has launched her Year 11 Stars 

each Friday, in assemblies. Our year 11s can be 

nominated for a whole multitude of positive things 

by the staff team, throughout the week! 

  

Farewell to staff 

At the end of September, we say farewell to  

Mrs Anderson, Teaching Assistant. Mrs Anderson  

is leaving us to return to teaching in the primary  

sector. We wish her all the very best for this  

exciting new chapter. Thank you for everything. 

  

We also say a difficult farewell to Mrs Kirby, our 

Office Manager and Exams Officer. Mrs Kirby 

joined the school in 1994 as a Clerical Assistant 

after leaving her post at Alcester Infant School, 

and her life as an air stewardess before that. Dur-

ing her time with us, Mrs Kirby has also served as 

Clerk to the Full Governing Body.  

 

It is extremely difficult to find the right words to 

convey the significant, and very positive contribu-

tion that Mrs Kirby has made to the school over 

her career with us. Mrs Kirby has seen a number 

of headteachers come and go, she has seen her own 

children through the school and has made numer-

ous lifelong friendships with colleagues both past 

and present. 

 

On behalf of all of the staff, we wish Mrs Kirby a 

full, and very happy early retirement. It is ex-

tremely rare now to find wonderful colleagues who 

show such continual loyalty and dedication to one 

establishment for so long. Mrs Kirby has made a 

tremendous difference to the lives of staff and stu-

dents alike and she will be missed very much in-

deed by many.  

 

On a personal note, I wish to offer my gratitude to 

Mrs Kirby. Since becoming the headteacher here, 

Mrs Kirby has continued to work alongside me 

with such positivity, passion and total commitment 

to her role and the school. Often, she has been my 

sounding board for various things and I have  

valued her enormously. 

 

Don’t be a stranger Mrs Kirby. Stay in touch  

with us! 

   

 

 

 

 

60th Anniversary—Alcester Academy 

I spoke to the students in whole school assembly on 

Monday about our 60th Anniversary this year and 

asked them for ideas on how they would like to 

commemorate this. I’m excited to hear their ideas 

over the next few weeks. 

 

Next week is Open Week and we are expecting a 

lot of visitors around the school. We aim for this 

not to disrupt learning in any way. We also  

celebrate European Day of Languages, and  

International Day of Sign Language. Miss  

McKenzie will lead assemblies on these themes. 

   

Wishing you a relaxing weekend ahead. 

  

Mrs Sarah Mellors—Headteacher 
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Last Friday, year 7 embarked on their first  

rewards trip at Alcester Academy to Blackwell 

Adventure. This was a superb opportunity for  

students to get to know each other better whilst 

participating in a wide range of activities. The fo-

cus of the day was teamwork, and I’m delighted to 

say that the students were a credit to us. They 

threw themselves into challenging situations and 

worked together to ensure each activity was a 

huge success. The weather was also kind to us, 

with only a couple of showers throughout the day. 

 

There were an array of various activities, and only 

a couple which kept feet firmly on the ground! Ar-

chery has always been a firm favourite and it 

transpires we have some very skilled archers in 

year 7. Many ‘bullseye’ cheers were heard 

throughout the grounds during the course of the 

day. Laser Tag was superb, and the students had 

a fabulous time chasing each other around the 

forest. 

 

For those more adventurous students, there were 

a number of activities involving heights. The zip 

wire and the various climbing walls were great for 

pushing students to their limits. It was wonderful 

to see those who were confident supporting those 

who were a little more apprehensive. With the 

support from their peers, everyone who tried was 

successful and should be extremely proud of them-

selves. My favourite activity to watch was the 

brand-new tree climb. Students pushed them-

selves to climb out of their comfort zones whilst 

being cheered on by their peers. Just wonderful to 

see. 

 

Overall the students had a fantastic time and 

many new friendships were formed. We sincerely 

thank staff at Blackwell Adventure for once again 

helping to create the perfect day. 

 

Miss Bartlett 

Teamwork and Adventure at Blackwell 
with Year 7  



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * X @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 6 

During the week beginning 22 September 2025 we 

will be celebrating European Day of Languages at 

Alcester Academy. In order to celebrate all of the 

different languages, customs and cultures of  

Europe, we will be holding a selection of activities 

that students will have the opportunity to take 

part in.  

 

The first activity that I would like to present to 

you, is our popular Bake Off Competition. This is 

open to students in years 7 and 8. The task is to 

bake a cake, or cupcakes or biscuits either origi-

nating from a country of your choice OR decorate 

the cake to represent a different county.  

 

There will be prizes available.  

 

Please can I remind you that we are a nut 

free school.  

 

Cakes are to be brought to the conference 

room from 8.30am until 9.10am on  

Thursday 25th September when judging will 

take place.  

 

Students can then either bring home their cakes 

at the end of the day or donate them to our  

Macmillan Coffee Morning which is being held  

the following day.  

 

Zoe Weatherley 

Head of MFL 

 

 

 

European Day of Languages 2025 
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Key Dates This Term 

Week of 22nd September—Open Week. Open Evening is Thursday 25th September. School closes on 

25th September at 1.35pm in order to prepare. 

Friday 26th September—European Day of Languages in school 

Week of 29th September—Year 8 Skern Lodge residential trip 

Week of 29th September—Black History Month starts 

Thursday 2nd October—KS3 HW and Assessment Parent Forum 6-7pm online. Invitations to follow. 

Tuesday 7th October—Year 10/11 art and photography trip to Birmingham 

Wednesday 8th October—Friends PTA meeting online at 7.30pm 

Thursday 9th October—KS3 HW, Google and assessment parent forum. Online. 6-7pm. 

Tuesday 14th October—Year 7 Super Learning Day by Loudmouth, called Bully4U 

Wednesday 15th October—Year 10 Employability workshop 

Thursday 16th October—Year 7 Meet The Tutor evening. Live in school 4-7pm. 

Monday 20th October—Diwali. Year 8 mosque trip 

Wednesday 22nd October—Community Coffee Morning, in school 9.30-10.30am 

Wednesday 22nd October—Year 8 trip to Matilda  

Wednesday 22nd October—Year 11 Employability workshop 

Thursday 23rd October—Year 11 Parents’ Evening. Online 4-7pm. 

Friday 24th October—Student flu vaccination.  

Friday 24th October—Non-uniform day. 

 

HALF TERM—27th-31st October 2025 

 

Wednesday 5th November—Year 11 Parent Forum on Revision. Online 5.30-7pm (provisional) 

Wednesday 5th November—RAF day for year 10 in school (provisional) 

Tuesday 11th November—Armistice Day 

Tuesday 11th November—Year 9 Super Learning Day from Loudmouth called Working for Marcus 

Thursday 13th and Friday 14th November—year 10 and 11 mock interviews 

Friday 14th November—Friends PTA Family Bingo Event. Evening. 

Monday 17th November—Year 11 MFL speaking mocks start 

Monday 17th November—National Odd Socks Day 

Wednesday 19th—Friday 21st November—GREASE …is the word! School Show dates! 

Monday 24th November—Year 11 mocks begin 

Tuesday 25th November—Rock Academy Concert at the Greig Hall. Evening event 7pm. 

Wednesday 3td December—Friends PTA meeting online 7.30pm 

Thursday 4th December—Year 10 Parents’ Evening. Online 4-7pm. 

Thursday 11th, and Friday 12th December—Christmas rewards trips 

Tuesday 16th December—Christmas Concert, at school, from 6.30pm 

Wednesday 17th December—Year 9 Enrichment Super Learning Day 

Thursday 18th December—Year 9 annual panto for year 7s 

Friday 19th December—Break up at 12.40pm 

 

This list is not exhaustive.  

 

For new parents to the school, separate communications are always sent out about individual events 

and trips. Rehearsal dates for the production of Grease have been sent separately to parents. 
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LRC News  

Accelerated Reading 

The Accelerated  

Reading system is now 

available for all stu-

dents in years 7 and 8, 

and English sets 5 in 

years 9 and 10 to quiz 

on the books they are 

reading. Home Con-

nect letters will be 

sent out to parents 

once initial STAR testing  

has been completed. 

 

Please only quiz on new books that you have read 

since the start of September.   

 

To access Accelerated Reader quizzing at 

home:  

Make sure are using Google Chrome and this 

link/URL to access the system: https://

ukhosted26.renlearn.co.uk/1893467/  

 

Then type in your username  

(your school network name)  

and the password: 

abc123 for years 7, 8 and 9,  

and abc for year 10. 

Online LRC for Students 

For reading ideas and up-to-date news about the 

LRC, please make sure you have been added to 

the LRC Google Classroom, use this code to add 

yourself if not. 

X and Instagram Accounts for Parents 

The LRC has its own X account, please follow us 

for all our latest news: @AA_LRC_Library and for 

Instagram it is aa_lrc 

 

 

Mrs Hands 

https://ukhosted26.renlearn.co.uk/1893467/
https://ukhosted26.renlearn.co.uk/1893467/
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Endangerlings Game 

Club - PE 1 

Bromcom Positive Points  

Top Positive Point Students—this week: 

1 Jaycee  8BI  Ragley  14 points 

1 Jade  8RW  Billesley 14 points 

2 Tilly  8SA  Greville 13 points 

2 Asa  7LX  Greville 13 points 

3 James  7TN  Ragley  12 points 

3 Demetris 8RW  Greville 12 points 

3 Autumn 7LX  Ragley  12 points 

3 Erin  9DA  Billesley  12 points 

3 Ollie  11MR  Oversley 12 points 

3 Livi  10HR  Greville 12 points 

3 Grace  10HR  Billesley 12 points 

3  Leo  8MO  Ragley  12 points 

 

Top Positive Point House—this week: 

1 Oversley 835 points 

2 Greville  832 points 

3 Ragley  816 points 

4 Billesley 783 points 

 

Top Positive Point Tutor Group—this week: 

1 8SA  204 points 

2 8RW  180 points  

3 10HR   171 points 

4 9DA  160 points 

5 7LX  159 points 

  

Top Positive Point Subjects—this week: 

1 English  682 points 

2 Maths  583 points  

3 Science  518 points 

4 Art  362 points 

5 French  284 points 

 

Top Positive Point Staff—this week: 

1 Mr Yarrington  497 points 

2 Mrs Hirji  405 points 

3 Mrs Hands  296 points 

4 Mrs Weatherley 266 points 

5 Mrs Gorner  245 points  
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Alcester Academy Term Dates 

AUTUMN TERM 2025 

Half term   Monday 27th – Friday 31st October 2025 

Back to school   Monday 3rd November 2025 

 

Autumn Term ends  Friday 19th December at 12.40pm 

  

SPRING TERM 2026 

School closed   Monday 5th January 2026 

    Teacher training day 

 

Spring Term begins  Tuesday 6th January 2026 

 

Half Term    Monday 16th – Friday 20th February 2026 

Back to school   Monday 23rd February 2026 

  

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 27th March at 12.40pm 

  

SUMMER TERM 2026 

Summer Term begins  Monday 13th April 2026 

 

School closed   Friday 1st May 2026 

    Teacher training day 

 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 4th May 2026 

 

Half Term    Monday 25th – Friday 29th May 2026 

Back to school   Monday 1st June 2026 

     

Summer Term ends  Friday 17th July 2026 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Monday 20th July 2026 

    Teacher training day 
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Please find below the latest open events held by 

local Post-16 providers. This is not an exhaustive 

list and there is further information available on 

individual websites. Booking may be required but 

not yet available so please monitor individual web-

sites closely. 

 

This information has been posted on the  

CareerZone Google Classroom. Miss Bartlett 

 

 

Open Events by Post-16 Providers 
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If your child is absent from school, please inform 

the Attendance Officer, Ms Louise Hatcher, of 

the reason, before 8.30am each day.  

 

This can be done through SchoolComms,  

by calling 01789 762285, or by emailing 

louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

 

Thank you, Ms Hatcher 

Attendance News 

To comply with the School Attendance (Pupil Reg-

istration) (England) Regulations 2024 and Data  

Protection expectations, it is vitally important 

that Alcester Academy keeps accurate and up to 

date information relating to every pupil on roll. 

 

The information we are required to record in-

cludes: 

• Pupil’s full legal name (and if appropriate, 

their preferred name). 

• The name, address and contact details of 

every person known to the school/academy 

who is a parent* to the pupil with whom the 

pupil normally resides (this is the address 

that has been used to register with their 

GP). 

• The name, address and contact details of 

any additional parent*. 

• Any other emergency contact details. 

 

In order to gather this information, every year we 

send out data collection forms. Parents are asked 

to complete the form with as much information as 

possible and then return to the school, signed and 

dated. We would ask that even where there are no 

amendments to the data collection sheet, parents 

return the form, signed and dated.  

 

Alcester Academy requests that if you change 

your contact number, move home or there are any 

other circumstances which may impact your child, 

the school is notified as a priority. 

 
N.B. *The Education Act 1996 defines a ‘parent’ 

as a). any natural parent, whether married or not, 

b). any parent who, although not a natural parent, 

has parental responsibility as defined in the Chil-

dren Act (1989) for a child or young person c). any 

person who, although not a natural parent, has 

care of a child or young person.  

Notice for Parents  

Whole School Attendance  
this week is 94.9% 
 

Top tutors this week:  

7WI with 100% attendance             

8RW with 99.2% attendance 

9NA with 98.1% attendance 

10GA with 98.1% attendance 

11GO with 99.1% attendance 

mailto:louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Broad Description 

The ability to work in a team, under direction, and to communicate effectively are  

essential. Invigilators will be required to conduct examinations in accordance with the JCQ 

and the Academy’s regulations and will play a key role in upholding the integrity of the 

examination process. Alcester Academy runs a number of examination series during the 

academic year and would expect flexible availability during these times, dates available on 

request. Applicants must be available for at least 5 sessions (morning/afternoon) per week 

during internal and external exam seasons throughout the academic year. 

 

The Application Process 

This should be by completed application form emailed to admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk - 

we do not accept CVs. 

 

Alcester Academy reserve the right to appoint before the deadline for a suitable candidate. 

We reserve the right to follow up references provided in person. 

We do encourage interested candidates to come and visit the school before making an  

application. 

 

If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy, please con-

tact head@alcesteracademy.org.uk. We look forward to receiving your application. 

 

Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the  

welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers 

to share this commitment. Enhanced DBS disclosure is required for  

appointment to this post. For shortlisted candidates, please be aware  

that online searches may be done as part of due diligence check. 

£13.68 per hour, claimed monthly 

Closing date: 12 noon on Tuesday 30th September 2025 

Interviews: TBC 

Start date: Mid October for training, exams start in November 2025 

Examination Invigilators 

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:head@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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Alcester Academy is a small, oversubscribed school in South Warwickshire meeting the 

needs of 640 students in years 7-11. The school is a standalone Academy providing educa-

tion for children in the local priority area. Alcester Academy has enjoyed securing extreme-

ly positive student outcomes over the last four years. This has placed the school in the top 

five percent of schools nationally and in a most favourable position in comparison to selec-

tive schools. This is a very exciting time for the Academy. Under new leadership, the school 

is looking to secure future development opportunities, and we are looking for an experi-

enced, proactive leader for our site team. 

 

The Academy is looking to recruit a Facilities Supervisor. This is an exciting opportunity 

for an individual to gain experience in facilities management, whilst managing Health and 

Safety compliance in a school environment. We are looking for someone who is fully com-

mitted to working in a front-line service role and providing excellent customer service to 

support the Academy. 

 

The successful candidate will have experience of managing Health and Safety and of work-

ing within a facilities team. The candidate will also be experienced in undertaking minor 

project works from concept to completion. The ability to communicate effectively and confi-

dently is essential to the post. This post requires the successful candidate to be flexible in 

their working approach in order to facilitate school lettings.  

(to include out of hours lettings)  

Scale G, scale point 11, £28,142  

Closing Date: 12 noon, 26th September 2025  

Starting: As soon as available 

Facilities Supervisor 

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

AA Sport—Fixtures return! 

This week was a thrilling return to action for our 

school sports teams, as we dusted off our boots 

and got back on the pitch for a full slate of foot-

ball fixtures. Following a restful summer for 

most, our players were eager to showcase their 

skills and teamwork against local rivals, with a 

number of teams competing across different age 

groups.  

 

In addition to the excitement on the pitch, it was 

a monumental week for our dedicated distance 

runners, who kicked off the cross-country season 

in style by putting their endurance to the ulti-

mate test at the South Warwickshire District 

Cross Country trial and season opener for cross-

country in the area.  

 

This challenging event, held over natural terrain, 

served as a crucial qualifier for the county cham-

pionships, and our competitors gave it their all in 

a bid to secure a place on the next stage. They 

certainly showed everyone what our school is 

made of and congratulations to all who attended 

this event. 

 

*** Year 7 Sport *** 
A date for the diary!  
Monday 22nd September  

A further reminder that we look forward to wel-

coming all year 7 footballers and netballers to a 

dedicated year 7 sports practise night on Monday 

22nd September.  

 

This is open for all year 7 students and will last 

for 1 hour after school. Please report to the PE 

changing rooms at the end of the school day and 

ensure you have your Alcester Academy PE kit to 

take part.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week’s sport round up 

Year 8 Football v Henley 

 

Our year 8 team enjoyed their first experience of 

11 a-side school football against Henley in Arden 

School this week.  

 

In a thrilling and hard-fought year 8 football 

match, Alcester Academy showcased incredible 

determination and effort against a very strong 

Henley side. Despite the final score of 6-3 in favor 

of Henley, Alcester's performance was filled with 

positives and valuable lessons that will undoubt-

edly serve them well in their upcoming cup 

match. 

 

From the first whistle, Alcester demonstrated a 

resilient spirit, refusing to be intimidated by their 

opponents. They battled for every ball, displayed 

great teamwork, and created several scoring op-

portunities. The three goals they managed to put 

past Henley were a testament to their attacking 

prowess and never-say-die attitude. 

 

While the result may not have gone their way, the 

Alcester team can hold their heads high. Their 

commitment and sheer grit were commendable 

throughout the entire match. The experience 

gained from playing against such a team with a 

number of high-calibre individuals will be invalu-

able for the rest of the season. The players 

learned important lessons about resilience, tacti-

cal awareness, and the importance of seizing key 

moments. 
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

Looking ahead, the team can carry this positive 

momentum into their next cup match. They have 

shown they can compete with strong opposition, 

and with the lessons learned from this game, they 

are well-equipped to face the challenges ahead. 

The future of Alcester Academy's year 8 football 

team looks bright, and they are sure to come back 

even stronger. 

 

 

Year 9 Football v Henley 

1—1 

Our year 9 team returned to action with a closely 

contested match against Henley. From the first 

whistle, both teams showed determination, and 

the game remained finely balanced throughout. 

Alcester created several good chances but were 

unable to convert, and it was Henley who  

eventually broke the deadlock in the second half. 

Despite falling behind, Alcester continued to push 

forward. 

 

Their efforts were finally rewarded in dramatic 

fashion in the final moments of the game. With a 

last-minute corner, goalkeeper Ben came up to 

join the attack and made an unforgettable  

impact—rising highest to meet the ball and  

heading it superbly into the bottom corner to  

secure a well-earned equaliser. 

 

A fantastic finish to a hard-fought game! 

 

Looking ahead, the team will be looking carry this 

positive momentum into their next cup match. 

 
 

Year 10 Football v St Benedict’s—
Postponed 

Unfortunately, our year 10 cup match was post-

poned by St Benedict’s during the week. The 

match will now take place next Wednesday 24th 

September 2025, with the same match details 

from this week. 

 

South Warwickshire Cross Country 
District Trial 

Well done to all the students representing  

Alcester Academy in the South Warwickshire  

District Cross Country trials at Alcester Grammar 

School this week!  The results from this event will 

be shared in next weeks bulletin.  

 

Mr Moffatt 
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  
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Book Now—Click Here 

https://outspokenbookings.co.uk/PublicBooking/Index?v=93be13a7-1d2e-4c72-03c8-08dc64718802&t=&s=&e=
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