Alcester Academy

WEEKLY BULLETIN

Alcester
Academy

2" December 2022

Hello everyone,

It is a real pleasure to be
able to bring you this
week’s bulletin, I can’t
believe we only have two
weeks left of term, I am
sure it will fly by and

before we know it,

Christmas will be upon us all. I have had some
help this week in putting the bulletin together
and I hope you enjoy some of the articles that
our budding journalists have put together, to
give you a real flavour of what has been going
on.

Our year 11 students have made an excellent
start to their mock exams this week, display-
ing exemplary behaviour and showing real fo-
cus to these important exams, they really will
deserve a well-earned rest over the holiday
after all the revision sessions after school and
on Saturdays that they have been attending.

The annual Year 7 Find a Soloist Competition

started last week with the entire year 7 joining

en masse singing and really getting into the

Christmas spirit. It was great that so many

wanted to audition, and sing in front of their
peers, for the prestigious solo spot at the
Christmas concert at St Nicholas church on
Tuesday 13th December. The competition has
continued this week with the final results just
in. Taking 3rd place we had Alex, 2nd place
Annabel and in 1st place was Lily, we can’t
wait to hear our talented soloists perform.

Also this week, things have been gearing up
for the inaugural Alcester Academy Family
Quiz Night — Friday 2nd December with doors
opening at 6.30pm and the quizzing starting at
7pm. There are really some fabulous prizes up
for grabs, but you have to be in to win it!! It’s
not too late to gather a team and just turn up
tonight. We can't wait to see you all there!
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have a really busy few
weeks coming up and
N some lovely activities
and trips planned for
the students. This in-
cludes ice skating trips a
to Warwick Castle, the
Birmingham Christ-
Friday Znd December 2022 | mas market for owr
older MFL students,
@ Alcester Ac‘lde"“‘{ the year 7s are off to see A Christmas Carol at the

Prizes ‘FO!’ the fOP 2, teams’ Albany Theatre in Coventry and our skiers begin

the ski lessons at the Snowdome in preparation for

Doors open at b.30pm for a 7pm start their trip to the USA in February.
Only £Z per adult and £1 per child
(maximum of eight in any team)
HoT Doas, BURGERS & MEAT FREE OPTIONS
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OR AVAILABLE ON THE DOOR

It's been a busy week for reports and next
Thursday we look forward to seeing our year 10
parents and students online with School Cloud for

parents evening.

Over the last few
weeks, I have been Back in school, we have the school Christmas

putting together an dinner to look forward to, our year 9 performing

end of term plan, we arts students will entertain the younger students
with their pantomime, and then finally on the last
morning it will be time for the SL'T Christmas
Bingo beamed live across the school from the LSU

Christmas Grotto!

This year our charity collection on the last day will
be going towards Save the Children, we thank you
in advance to those of you that are able to contrib-
ute £1 towards this well deserving cause particu-
larly at this time when we realise that times are
hard financially for so many. This week we heard
that the total raised for our poppy appeal was £462
so thank you for your contributions and I am sure
that the British Legion will be very grateful.
Thank you for all the food contributions last week
for the Arden Food Bank, we collected a massive
218kgs of goods, it was very appreciated.
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CHRISTMAS
JUMPER DAY

Frlday 16th December |

Make your own. Just grab any old thing from the back of the cupboard
and cover it with stickers, felt, tinsel, glitter, baubles, whatever.
Yule look woolly wonderful!

; ‘ Academy

e

NO NEW JUMPERS NEEDED

Do NOT bother buying a new sweater!
They cost money and shopping is SOO0O boring.

Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day is the best day of the whole
entire year, so it’s super-important that not one single person misses it.
Let’s get every single person totally involved.

25

£1 minimum donation via School Gateway

Last week I attended the
Alcester Town Council Health

& Wellbeing Board workshop. It
was great to network with many

As well as at school, there are
lots of events coming up in town
put on by the minster churches,
such as the community Christ-
mas carol services at the various different people and organisa-
local churches, and St Nicholas
Night at the Church. I am sure

that after the last few years of

tions from the local community

Covid restrictions, these Christ-
mas events will be really well
received, I know that I love living
in Alcester and being part of such
a wonderful community. Please
see more information on these
events later in the bulletin.
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and hear ideas about how we can
all work together to provide the
best services for all ages. One of
the discussions we had was about
the mental health of our young
people, this was seen as a real
priority for the board.

At school, we have seen a mas-
sive uptake in the requests for
support for counselling. Last year
we had over 100 students who
accessed our school counsellors or
mentors at school. I thought it
would be a good opportunity to
showcase the amazing organisa-
tions and people we work with in
LSU to provide that extra sup-
port for those young people that
need it. One of the things that
makes me smile every day is our
therapy dog Albi, who comes with
his mum Claire (who conducts
the counselling sessions). Albi
literally sprints in carrying his
own lead which always makes me
chuckle and makes his own way
through to LSU for his day of
work helping the students. I hope
our article on the Day
in the Life of Albi
brings a smile to your
face—just like he does

to ours!

Linking in with this is our con-
tinual strive to support student's
wellbeing. It is important we all
look after ourselves and each oth-
er particularly in these difficult
times that we find ourselves. It's
so important particularly as the
dark and cold winter months
seem to have suddenly arrived.
Later in the bulletin I've included
some apps and reminders that
may help in supporting all our
wellbeing and also an interesting
leaflet on social media and
mental health for parents.

admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk *
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So, to finish, I just wanted to wish you all a lovely
weekend and hopefully another win for England on
Sunday as they take on Senegal in the last 16 of
the World Cup.

With very best wishes,

Miss Karen Buckthorp
Assistant Headteacher—Pastoral & Wellbeing

Our students talk about their Autumn term

My Time in year 7—so far

My first term in Alcester Academy
has been amazing!!! I went to the
summer school, and we did caving,
climbing, King ball, Chair stack
and we made windmills that

actually worked!!!

The first week of school was really
fun because we went to Blackwell Adventure.
We got to do crate stacking, Giant's Ladder,
Fan Descender, Archery, 3G swing, Zip Wire,
Climbing, High all Board and Climbing!

A few weeks ago, we had the opportunity to 9o
to o careers fair. We got to speak to loads of
different companies and find out about their
jobs. I have also attended two drop-in sessions,
one with a journalist and anoth-
er with someone from Severn
Trent (an engineering company).
I have also signed up to another

drop-in session to see someone
P

BLACKWELL
ADVENTURE

ANTR TR U

from the RAF.

| have taken part in a singing
competition that will decide who
gets the solo at the start of the
Christmas concert and | have seen
The Greatest Show on Earth which

was amazing.'.'.'.'

The lessons here are really fun es-
pecially art and DT. At the moment in art, we
dre ohro\wing skulls. In DT we are making our

own planner covers.

on Tueso(aj I kelped the Young Enterprise
with the cards that they are making.

I love it here at Alcester Acaolemg!!!

Amelia—gedr 7
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Year 8 has been an-
other wonderful year.
Now into our second
year at the Academy,
things have settled
down and I really
know the school a lot
better. There dre many
perks of being in sec- -
ondo\rv school and now, in our sec-
ond year, we have reolll:j come to
dppreciate them. Nearing the end of
our first term, it has already been
dction-packed and full of exciting
moments! Our rewards trip to West
Midlands Safari Park was dmazing!
Seeing all the animals and the dar-
ing rides were a treat that was well
earned from last years hard work.
From there, it has been crammed
with amazing activities like the
speech writing competition in the
hall and lots of super learning days
including careers fair and a visit
from the Birmingham Institution of
Modern Music. The re-introduction
of house competitions was also nice
and I speak for many year 8s as the

football tournament was very heat-

We started off year
nine with our option
subjects all ready to go
and a postponed trip
to Drayton Manor to
look forward to. We
saw our tedchers get
soaked on the water
rides and heard the
excited screams of our peers. It was o
truly memorable day that we will
never forget. It was not long after
that we went on a weeklong trip to
Skern lodge in Devon, which lead to

thrilling new experiences like surfing,

- T

ed! The Rock Academy
concert was dlso amaz-
ing and there were
many sports excursions
that gave pride to our
school. But most im-
portantly was our school
production, The Greatest

Show. I was so grateful

to play the role of Young Barnum
and the 7 week rehearsal experience
was something | will never forget.
The time and dedication of all of
the staff and students was phenom-
enal! There was many amazing extra
curricular activities too, like Chess
Club, Acoustic Group and Games
Club which I went to. Thank you to
the staff for putting on these en-
riching clubs that we all enjoy. We
are nearing the end of the Autumn
term now and we are all looking
forward to Christmas (especially ice
skating) and will look back on my
start of yedr 8 with pride! Can't

wait for next term!

Dylan—year 8

rafting and even a rib
ride. We all made memo-
ries with our friends,
new dnd old. A series of
non-school uniform
days helped up support
the local food bank and
even some remembrance
charities. Now we look
forward to our ice-skating trip to
Warwick Castle and our first set of

mocks after Christmas.

Jess—year )
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Throughout the start of year 10 at
the Academy, we hdve been pre-
sented with many opportunities
and trips. We started the year by
going to Alton Towers for our re-
ward trip and we had a great time
on the rides (especially on rides like
Thirteen, Smiler and the Wicker-
man) before returning to school to
continue developing our GCSE op-
tions as well as core subjects.
Throughout the term we were also
presented with Young Enterprise,
an opportunity to team up with
other students to create a small
business and compete with other
groups across the country to win
prizes (dnd in a best case scenario
go to Pavris for the final competi-
tion!) and so the group Warwick-
shire Whale Pod was formed. How-
ever, this is not the only exciting
thing to be presented to us as
straight after the half term, we
started our hunt for work experi-
ence placements, where we take a
week off school to experience life in
the world of work in our chosen
profession, As we are now drawing
to the end of the first term of year
10, the school has given dnother
reward trip—to qo ice skating! All
of the year are excited about it, as
last yedr we saw Steve Backshall!
Which will take us into the
Christmas holidays with a

festive spirit. Sam—year 10
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Supporting students at Alcester Academy

We are very proud of the bespoke provision that we
can offer to students in times when they may need
that extra support, maybe they are struggling with
anxiety or stress, bereavement or just finding life a
bit tough. We all need a bit of extra support at
times and we are thankful that we work with some
fantastic organisations who help us support
students at Alcester Academy. Here are some of
the main organisations we work with at the
Academy.

Claire Gibb - Counsellor & Albi

Claire comes into school three days a week with
Albi the dog, and has worked with many students
who may be struggling with anxiety, low mood,
friendship issues, parents splitting up, problems at
school, anger issues... anything that bothers you!

Who can refer me for counselling?

You can! If you feel you need help with a problem,
you can chat to anyone in the LSU to ask for
counselling. If you can share your worries with
your parents they can also speak to LSU about a
referral.

Do my parents have to know I am having
counselling?
No, they do not.

Do you have to tell people what I say to you?
Counselling is confidential, I do not pass on any-
thing you tell me. However, if I felt you were at
risk of harm or a risk to others, I have a duty of
care to pass that on to the safeguarding team at
school. T will always tell you when I need to do
that.

Lifespace

lifespace

Reduce distress « Build resilience « Achieve more

Lifespace is a youth charity that supports the well-
being of young people (7 to 19 years) with mentor-
ing so that they have the self-esteem, resilience
and confidence to thrive. We have Lifespace
mentors that come in and work with our students
in school. Each young person is matched with a
mentor and their first mentoring session is usually
within a couple of weeks.

Is mentoring different to counselling?

Yes. We focus on what a young person wants to
change about their life or what's getting in the
way. It's closer to coaching, creating time and
space to talk about what's going on before
exploring skills and strategies that can help a
young person feel more positive about themselves
and their lives, now and in the future.

Young Minds Matter

Passionate and driven about the current plight of
young people’s mental health, Young Minds Matter
was formed by Sue Roberts in 2017 by way of a
charity concert. We offer mentoring for any young
person, no matter what their needs are. We also
work closely with local and national mental health
professionals, charities, and like-minded organisa-
tions to ensure that young people are supported in
the way that’s right for them, signposting them to
further support if necessary.

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk *



Safeline

safeline

believe in you

Established in 1994, Safeline is a specialist charity
that works to prevent sexual violence and abuse
and support those affected to cope and recover. We
believe that everyone affected by or at risk of sexu-
al violence and abuse should feel supported and
empowered.

Safeline provides specialist, tailored support for
anyone affected by or at risk of sexual abuse and
rape, that empowers them to make choices about
the lives they want and helps prevent abuse.

Page 7

Guy’s Gift

The charity began working with bereaved children,
young people and their families in 2009. To date,
we have supported over 2500 children and young
people who have experienced the death of someone
important to them.

The charity was founded in recognition that there
wasn’t existing local support for bereaved families
in Coventry and Warwickshire, a need which we
were able to fulfil. Many of the team at Guy’s Gift
have personal experience of bereavement and the
impact it has within a family.
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Tuesday 6th December 2022 from 4.00pm - 7.00pm

Crafts
Activities
Refreshments

Blessings

@ +

JL

Everyor:e—is warmly invited to join us at
the Alcester [nn
for a relaxed gathering to sing carols

Tuesday 20th December, 6.00pm-7.00pm
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A day in the life... Albi our therapy dog

Name: Abi

DOB: 19th March 2019

Job Title: Therapy dog af Alcester Academy

Breed: Schnoodle (non-malting schnauzer cross poodie)

Hobbies: Chewing toilet rolls, agility, kayaking, having my hair dried
Likes: Being in school, young people, kindness, sausages and zoomies

Professional Goals: Earning the Kennel club Gold Award for good behaviour

My typical dav]...

A typical daxj starts with a 4k run with my mum, Claire. | then have my breakfast ) «°
before I head off to work to the LSU af Alcester Academy. | dlways get excited
when | arrive, | run through reception and along the corridor to the LSU.

My mum, Claire is the counsellor and she can’t keep up with me, by the time she arrives I've
secretly had o couple of mini sausages from Mrs Quirke!

*www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk *
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My main job is to make the students feel
ot ease and relaxed whilst they are having
their counselling session, | spend my time
chilling out on the bean bags in LSU.
Sometimes, students may come in to LSU
abit upset, or needing some time-out, |
am always there on hand to make them
laugh and feel better. Every day I also get
chance to have a walk around the school
and into the lovely grounds for a walk, 1
enjoy it when they students take me out
especially af breaktime.

Breaktime is my favourite time of the day
as there are always lots of students
around and that means food......After
they have all gone back to lessons, the
messy students have often dropped lots
of bits on the LSU floor so | feel it is my
c{utq to clear it up...particularly those
half eaten sausage rolls | find in the bin.

 do like pretending to be Mrs Quirke and
sitting in her office. And when Miss Buck-
thorp is teaching, I like to have a sneaky
sit on her chair...she always has treats in
that top drawer of her desk.

I hope you have enjov]ed rea.ding all about

me as | really love working af Alcester
Acad £ Woof! 2’
cademy. Woot! Woot: o Q
Y
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Online counselling services are a good source of advice:

Feagans online counselling for teenagers Fega ns &’)

https://www.fegans.org.uk/online counselling teenagers/

Counselling Children, Supporting Parents

Think Ninja

A great website full of advice and guidance on all topics
including exam stress for young people. They have a great app
you can download too. See @ THINKNINJA

Shout
Anxious? Worried? Stressed? Get 24/7 support.
https:/www.giveusashout.org

Kooth

Free confidential support for young people k@@th
https://www.kooth.com/ Free online counselling

support for young people!

Other 1deas for wellbeing, stress and sleep help include:

ANETFLIX ORIGINAL sERIES /[

Headspace and their Netflix series ',//4 headspace
https://www.headspace.com/ -, Guide to ®

N ° °
mindfulness “< Meditation . headswace

VD UG

Remember if you are struggling

or need anything -
Get in contact with the LSU team
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Hi! My name is Hester, and | am in year 7. | have taken over from Miss Lewis to
provide you with the House updates this week. I am in Greville, and this is the best

House becduse it was where Alcester Acao(emj used to be!

The history of our Houses:

Greville - Greville House is named after the old school which stood here where
Alcester Academy is stood now. The first students went to the school in 1966 and unfortunadtely the
school was closed in 1985 to be replaced with Alcester Academy/Alcester High.

Billesley - Billesley is named after Billesley Manor. Billesley Manor can be traced back to 705ad!!!
For 400 years, the manor was owned by the Trussell family. It is believed that the family’s servant
brought the black death on the family.

Ragley - Ragley is named after Ragley Hall. It was designed in 1680 by the architect Robert Hooke
as a replacement of the old hall. It was owned by the Seymour family, the Marquesses of Hertford.

Oversley - Oversley is named after Oversley Wood. Oversley Wood is an ancient wood bursting with
wildflowers. In Spring, there dre a carpet of bluebells, in Autumn there are rich golden leaves and in
Winter there is a perfect hill to sledge down!

Want to chat about your
mental health?

Our helpline is available for
Coventry and Warwickshire
residents 24 /7, 365 days a year.

0800 616171

™
7 »'.”/V/’/g“ Wellbeing for Warwickshire [
s — g

Tromtt
*ﬁ .. |
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House shield competition results! Congratulations to all of our entries!

3rd place:
Greville - Fin, Jonas, Toby, Chloe, James
Billesley - imogen
Ragley - Dylan D
Oversley - Dylan R
2nd place:

Greville - Austin, Isadc, Zach, Faith, Darcie, Mia, Aiden
Billeslej - Jamie, Rile:’, Oscar, Jessica, Enzo
Ragley - Harry, Edward, Eva, Poppy, Benjamin
Oversley - Toby, Ben, Tom, Michael, Jess
1st place:

Congratulations to our winners!

Greville - Hester, Victoria, Ava, Toby, Lettie
Billesley - Grace, Annabelle, Amelia
Ragley - Ashlyn, Charlie, Molly, Alex, Aidan D, Morgan P, Georgia, Megan, Darcy

Oversley - Lilj, Aaron, Tom, Olivia

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk *
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Let's hear from our winners...
What inspired your shield Greville students?

The four-leaf clover inspired us because we thought of luck. The
church relates to the tomb of Sir Fulke Greville and where he lies
today.

How do you feel after winning?

We feel delighted after winning because it is an opportunity to

represent our dmazing school!

What inspired your shield Billesley students?
We had to go for a blue design. We knew a blue bird should be

put on because it could be our mascot. We are the winners—so we
knew we had to include a cup! We had a thought.. that Billesley

are arrows... because we can get FdS't o\nﬁone!

How do you feel after winning?

We feel very grateful for winning since the competition was open
to the whole school! We are so thankful for winning.

Molly dnd Darcy have written o poem to celebrate their Ragley achievements
NO FEELING LIKE VICTORY
There's no feeling like victory, it's like taming a crocodile,
But within the wrong hands it'll only last a while,
So, cherish it, don't boast,
Then it'll last the most,
There's no feeling like victory,
The I«o\lopiness overwhelms me,
It feels like a warm glow,
With the chill of a winter snow.

By Darcy and Mo([g
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During World War I and 11, Ragley Hall found use as a

military hospital. It is associated with some of the most famous
British architects and is a stately home that is cherished in our
community. The inspiration behind our shield consists of
Ragley’s history and the communities. It includes sports that
Alcester Aco\demy students enjoy o(ee[olg and our school motto,
which shows the potential that all students have.

What inspired your shield?

The inspiration came from all the things that represent us as an
Oversley House. The lion came from bravery and the fact that
everyone of Oversley can show some sort of bravery throughout
the school yeavr. The acorn, which represents hard work, shows a
growth mindset and how everyone can grow in their learning
journey. It also shows how hard working everyone can be. The fire

represents fearlessness and how everyone can do anything if

they try to achieve it. The shadow represents that sometimes all
your thoughts can be put to the back of your mind and

sometimes you have to dig deep and find the answers to your

questions.
How do you feel after winning?

We all felt really proud that our shield won the competition. we
were also surlorisedl becduse we were up against year 8s and older
years. It was a bi9 resloonsibili'tj, and we were able to fill those

expecto\'tions.

House compe'l:i'l:ions!

Yedr 8 hdve done a speaking competition to deliver a speech in front of the whole hall. All of yedrs 7, 8, 9 and 10
have also done a shield competition to put up in the hall. We have also done a MFL competition in which we had
to bake a cake celebrating another lanquage. We have also done a card competition which we had to make a

Christmas card in a different language!
Message from Miss Lewis:

Congratulations to Amelia, Emma, and Alice for supporting the Academy this week. They used their lunchtimes to

help our year 10 Young Enterprise company. Five House points have been awarded to their House's.

Congratulations!
Top House this week: Billesley
Top Epraise points this week: Greville (yay!)
Top students on Epraise this week:
Billesley - Charlie (9PW) * Ragley - Maiya (8TY) * Greville - Immy (8TY) * Oversley - Daniel (7RA)
Thank you for having me this week, handing back over to Miss Lewis for next week! Hester
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~ Family Frlendly Chrlstmas Servlces
at Alcester Minster Ghurch §—=

; Sunday 4th December ""f‘_ =
st fary & All Saints Church, Haselor 9.00am - Crib Service
St Nicholas' Church, Alcester 1.00am  Gift Service

Tuesday 6th December

St Nlcholas Church Alcester 5.00pm -7.00pm St Nicholas'

[ Patronal Festival

w

e Sunday 11th December
Holy Trinity Church, Arrow 4.00pm Christingle

Tuesday 20th December
St Nicholas' Church, Alcester 10.30am -12.30pm Messy Church

Saturday 24th December
St Mary Magdaline Church, Great Alne 3.00pm Children's Carols

St Nicholas' Church, Alcester 5.00pm Crib Service
St Peter's Church, Coughton 5.00pm Christingle
Sunday 25th December
St Nicholas' Church, Alcester 11.00am Family Communion

MQM@PWJEWMQWmJW @W'@
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AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

They work to protect people wherever justice,
freedom, truth and dignity are denied

How they accelerate policy change:
1. On ground research .
2. Campaighing
3. Lobbying

4. Education

Some Current Campaigns:

1. Ukraine Migration Support 2. QatarWorld Cup

Their crisis investigators are in Evidence from amnesty on ground
Ukraine to document human rights  researchers revealed the dangerous
abuses as they happen. With this exploitation of migrant workers,
evidence they are working with the estimated to have resulted in 6,500
UK government to ensure anyone worker deaths.

fleeing Ukraine is given protection
without discrimination.

How to Support

A previous Alcester Academy student, Josie Davies, is completing
challenges throughout the year in aid of Amnesty International.

1. WalkFrom Cardiff to Alcester 2. Climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro

She will be walking from her Next August she will be trekking
student house in Cardiff to her to 5,895m over 6 days. Daily
family house in Alcester overtwo treks range from 5 hours of

and a half days. This is 144km in hiking to 18 hours of hiking
distance and would take 31 hours
to walk straight.

If you would like to support
please scan the QR code:

Thank you!

https://www._justgiving.com/fundraising/josie-davies131
iosiedavies@hotmail.co.uk
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Congratulations...

Congratulations to all of the students who entered
the MFL Christmas competition. We had some
amazing entries featuring a wide range of countries
and languages.

I was also impressed with how many different
materials had been used to make the cards. A
fabulous effort. All students who participated will
receive a prize and certificate next week as well as
epraise points.

Extra congratulations to the winner—Immy—
for her beautiful French Christmas card!
Winner
Immy

Highly Commended
Will, Mia, Jess, Shannon,
Molly, Mylee & Felicity

First French pen pal letters

French students in the MFL faculty are looking
forward to receiving their first letters from their
French pen pals in Paris, France. Over 100 GCSE
students in years 9 and 10 are taking part, along
with selected students in year 8.

We are corresponding with

students from L'Institut
Notre Dame in Bourg-la-
Reine just outside of Paris.
Initially this will be letters,
but there is a possibility of
meeting up with their part-
ners in Stratford next

Spring. Mrs Weatherley

Year 11 Saturday School
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Key dates for your consideration:

Monday 5th December—Snowdome visit for skiers.

Tuesday 6th December—final phase of the year 10 politics project, during lessons 4/5.
Thursday 8th December—year 10 Parents’ Evening on SchoolCloud.

Friday 9th December—year 7 and 8 Rewards Trip.

Monday 12th December—year 9, 10, 11 Rewards Trip.

Monday 12th December—year 7/8 virtual STEM session (in school).

Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th December. Student Christmas Dinner Day. £3.40. No
pre-order needed. (Note: FSM are subsidised for this by the school).

Tuesday 13th December—year 11 coursework catch up day. Specified students.
Tuesday 13th December—Church Service for Christmas 6.30pm. St Nicholas Church, Alcester
Wednesday 14th December—year 7 visit to a Christmas Carol performance.

Wednesday 14th December—year 11 Cup Match during lesson 4/5. This is a home game for the
Coventry Telegraph Cup against Princethorp College.

Thursday 15th December—year 7/8/9 reports out to parents and carers.
Thursday 15th December—year 9 Panto Day performed to year 7s.

Friday 16th December—Non uniform day—Christmas Jumper Day for Save The Children. £1
suggested donated on the School Gateway. Finish early. 12.40pm close

Back to School—Wednesday 4th January 2023. ALL students.

We also have various rehearsals planned for our year 9 Panto to year 7s and the Church Service.

As always, there will be one or two Christmas treats thrown in for the students in order to thank
them for their hard work this term as we draw closer to breaking up.

Important January dates:
Thursday 5th January 2023. Year 11 Mock Results Evening 4-7pm. Live in the Hall.

Monday 16th January 2023. Year 9 exams start in the hall.

Monday 23rd January. Year 8 exams start in the hall. We will be speaking to the students about

how to revise and subjects will focus upon preparation in the week before each exam series.
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Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own
merits.

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be
required to be in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that
period, it will be recorded as an unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken
against the parent(s), by way of a Fixed Penalty Notice.

Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being
issued to the parent(s).

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the
Warwickshire Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council.

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for
example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120
each, totalling £240 for both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).

Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the
matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council's Legal Services to consider instigating
criminal proceedings under S444 Education Act 1996.

Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council's Code of
Conduct for Penalty Notices.

The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which
has clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of
children of compulsory school age are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular
basis. The Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children
must attend school on every day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child
who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are likely to be considered
as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.

Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil
Registration) (England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence,
the school are obliged to act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence
during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave
is granted, head teachers are able to determine the number of school days a child can be absent
for.

It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the
circumstances warrant the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence
requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire School pupils recorded 37,021 half day sessions of absence
due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring terms 2021/22.
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Attendance News

Students will be rewarded with certificates for above 95% attendance at the end of this term.
Keep up the hard work and thank you for your continued support.

Top Tutors this week

TLE—94.2%
8BI—943.3%
9R0—95.4%

10BW—95.7%
11BR—99.3%

Top House—Ragley
Whole school 92%

Mrs Paula Taylor—Attendance Officer
Email: PaulaTaylor@alcesteracademy.org.uk

Reporting Absences

Parents must report any absence from school including medical appointments requiring absence, and
any Covid related ill health leading to absence, to the student absence line by 9.30am on each day of
absence to 01789 762285 and press 1.

Where there has been no contact from parents/carers and the child remains absent without
explanation Academy staff will make contact with parents/carers to ask the reason for absence.

In the first instance School Comms will be used to send a message via the app or text, followed by
contact via phone, if no response is received. Medical evidence (for example, this could be medical
appointment cards, prescribed medication labels) can be requested to support student absences from
school. Our Attendance Officer will follow up unexplained or concerning levels of absence as outlined
in our Attendance Intervention Process.

Careers Notice

For those that haven’t already, please can you en-
sure that all placement forms are given to Miss
Bartlett by next Thursday 8th December.

This will then allow time before the end of term to
compete the parent/student agreement form,
which you will receive once the placement has
been confirmed.

The £35 fee i1s now available on School Gateway.
Please contact Miss Bartlett if you require support

with the process.
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Please support Alcester Academy PTA on AmazonSmile

Every time you shop, at no cost to you. AmazonSmile will donate to Alcester Academy PTA.

To use AmazonSmile, when you shop, simply go to smile.amazon.co.uk on your web browser or activate
AmazonSmile in the Amazon Shopping app on your phone.

You shop,
Amazon donates

Support us by shopping with N B
AmazonSmile on Black Friday - | |
at no extra cost ... | onmpn

~~

amazonsmile
L — )

amazon
4

CIRABGANES
CAREERYCEIANEERS

1t ALCESTER SCOUT GROUP
ONE YEAR WILL DELIVER YOUR

September to June, full time. Significant LOCAL CHR'STMAS CARDS

time is spent in school
WITH ALL PROFITS GOING TO OUR SCOUT GROUP

Daily collections from 3rd December
PGCE + QTS . With deliveries in Alcester, Arrow,
Assessment based on teaching practice and Oversley & Kings Coughton,
two academic assignments. starting 9th December

Last collection 12pm on 19th December

LOCAL 20p PER CARD

Learn your teaching craft in at least two local

schools, supported by two mentors per school. Please place the money in the box with your cards

FIND OUR COLLECTION BOXES AT:
- Waitrose

CHANGE LIVES - Simply Fresh

Instil a passion for your subject in young - Hills Retail (Ross Motors)

learners. Change the way they view the world. Tesco @R

v
v
v
v

For enquiries ring 01789 762797
In 2021 we raised £494 — Thank you

&“ shiresmat.org.uk/teacher-training * * * * * * * * * * *_ * * * * *_

traintoteach@shiresmat.org.uk

——
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Epraise Updates—Ilast 7 days s

Top Students—Ilast 7 days: Top Subjects—Ilast 7 days:

1 Immy 8TY 22 points 1 Science 705 points

2 Daniel 7TRA 17 points 2 Maths 665 points

3 Charlie 9PW 16 points 3 History 602 points

3 Monty 7TN 16 points 4 Geography 442 points

5 Cian 9HL 15 points 5 English 312 points

5 Trudie 9HL 15 points 6 Art 308 points

5 Aidan 8MO 15 points 7 French 275 points

5 Alice 7TN 15 points 8 IT 179 points

5 Harley 7TKA 15 points 9 PE 90 points

5 Scarlett 8MO 15 points 10 Btec PE 58 points

Top Tutor Groups—Ilast 7 days: Top Staff—last 7 days:

1 TKA 242 points 1 Mr Rossiter 338 po?nts

9 TWI 235 points 2 Mrs Weatherley 314 po%nts

3 9HL 231 points 3 Mr Bastock 303 po¥nts

4 SMO 227 points 3 M?s Stedman 303 po%nts

5 7LE 217 points 5 Miss HOTne 284 po¥nts

6 7TN 214 points 6 Mr Yarrington 281 po?nts

7 980 210 points 7 M?ss Burgess 231 po%nts

3 STY 205 points 8 Miss Levs.ns 201 po¥nts

9 9PW 204 points 9 Mr Ma]'rtm, 194 po?nts
10 Miss Bishop 187 points

—
)

9AN 185 points

Alcester Academy
Photography House
Autumn Term Com petition

Deadline for all entries Friday 9" December

The theme for this years photography house competition is
Your Everyday. What does your day-to-day look like? What
people surround you? What scenes do you see; idyllic
landscapes or a busy community? We want to see your take
on the world around you.

You can submit up to 3 images on Google Classroom —
kfkqvid

House points available for all entries and prizes for the top 3
photographs - Happy snapping!

¢

w

1
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

This week’s fixtures

Year 10 Basketballers reach
South Warwickshire Final

Year 10 Basketball v Studley

The year 10s took on Studley on Tuesday in the
semi-final of the South Warwickshire Basketball
competition.

Despite some exciting attacking play, the boys
couldn't find their shooting range initially and
allowed Studley to open up a lead. As they grew
into the game, they started to dominate the re-
bounds at both ends with both Ollies and Joshes
to the fore. With George beginning to pull the
strings we slowly clawed our way back, with all of
the squad contributing baskets, assists or re-
bounds to get us back level having faced an 8-
point deficit in the final quarter.

As a 2 minute extra time period commenced the
boys tightened their grip, scoring 3 quick baskets
and, although Studley managed a 3 pointer at the
buzzer, the Academy ran out 36-33 winners cap-
ping a breathless comeback and moving on to the
final.

Well done to the whole squad for this character-
building victory and good luck in the final.

Year 10 Football v Kineton

Our year 10 footballers took on Kineton after
school on Wednesday in a match played under
floodlights. Despite a lack of preparation before
kick off due to the long journey and short warm
up time prior to kick off Alcester started the
sharper of the two teams and took an early lead
with a well executed finish from Henry from the
edge of the area into the bottom left corner.

Following the goal Kineton grew into the first half
and with some direct football were able to score
an equaliser with the first half-finishing 1-1.

The second half started much as the first with
Alcester dominating the early play and putting
pressure on the Kineton goal with short passing
and good movement. A free kick was awarded ear-
ly on in the second half on the edge of the area
thanks to the Kineton goalkeeper who handled
the ball outside of the box. Henry fired the free
kick home for his second of the match and again
giving Alcester the lead. Despite taking the lead
Alcester struggled to find rhythm after the goal
and keep the ball for sustained periods of posses-
sion. Max, playing up a year group pulled off a
string of outstanding saves to keep the score
down. Kineton picked up their play late on and
continued with more direct football in the second
half leading to a number of chances for the home
team. After scoring from a set piece and then an
unfortunate late own goal the win was handed to
Kineton 4-2.

A disappointing result but a number of positives
to take form the match for our Year 10 team — a

great attitude shown by all of the players.
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

Next week’s fixtures

Monday 5th December — year 8 Netball tournament @ AGS
Wednesday 7th December — year 7 Netball v Shipston (AWAY)

After School Sport next week:
Changes of clubs due to fixtures:
No clubs on Thursday due to Parents Evening

No year 9/10/11 Netball on Wednesday due to fixture taking place

Week 2 Clubs - 3.25-4.30pm
| _Day |  ExtraCurricularClub&Staff | location |

_

Tuesday Bowmen of Alcester Archery — Mr Powell

Year 10 Football — Mr Moffatt Top Field
Wednesday Year 9 Football — Mr Moffatt Field
Year 10/11 Basketball — Mr Powell Gym
Year 9/10/11 Netball— Mrs Powell Yard
Thursday Year 11 Football — Mr Moffatt Field
All years Girls Rugby — Miss Watson School Field

Lunchtime Sport next week:

Lunchtime week 1 - 1.45-2.15pm

| Day | Extra-Curricular Club & Stdfi . location |

Year 7 Basketball - MO GYM
Tuesday
Year 8 Basketball - PW GYM
Wednesday
Year 9 Basketball - PE GYM
7fhursday
Year 10 Basketball - MO GYM
Year 11 Basketball - MO GYM
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

Sports Leaders

Well done to all KS4 Sports leaders who attended
the first meeting during lunchtime on Wednesday. I o

Some outstanding contribution and suggestions

from all discussing PE and Sport at Alcester
Academy.

A reminder that KS3 Sports Leaders first meeting \,
will take place next Wednesday lunchtime in PE1

12.55-1.15pm (lunch).

Student Spotlight

Jacob — year 8 Taekwondo

Congratulations to Jacob in year 8 for his outstanding achievement in competing at the TAGB British
Championships 2022 (Taekwondo) at Worcester University. Jacob performed the pattern Kwand-Gae,
this is a black belt pattern.

Around 1000 or more students of varying levels attended the competition and to even be chosen to
perform is something of an achievement! But he did exceptionally well considering he is up against
much more experienced competitors including the national teams like the British National team and
also many other national teams and team members. Jacob’s scoring put him 4th which is an absolutely
outstanding achievement, but also gives him more to aim for during future competition.

Well done Jacob, we are extremely proud of your achievement!
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