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20th January 2023 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Good afternoon, 

  

I hope that you’ve had a productive 

week. Please find outlined a round 

up of this week at Alcester Academy. 

  

Proposed teacher strike  
action –  
National Education Union 

I am sure that you have seen the  

recent news about industrial action planned by 

teaching unions. Further to my school commu-

nication earlier this week, I am afraid that I am 

still unable to provide any further concrete up-

date at this time about whether the school will 

have to close or not on the four proposed dates.  

 

I aim to update you on our plan on Wednesday 

morning next week. This will allow teachers the 

time required to make their informed decisions. 

I apologise that I cannot inform you more fully 

today as anticipated. 

  

The proposed dates again are: 

• Wednesday 1 February 2023: all eligible 

members in England and Wales. 

• Wednesday 1 March 2023: all eligible 

members in the following English re-

gions: East Midlands, West Midlands, 

Eastern. 

• Wednesday 15 March 2023: all eligible 

members in England and Wales. 

• Thursday 16 March 2023: all eligible 

members in England and Wales.  

  

In school based news this week, many congratu-

lations to year 9 for completing their exams this 

week. We wish year 8 the best of luck for their 

exam season starting on Monday. Year 8s had a 

detailed assembly about the protocols and  

expectations for next week. 

  

In other assembly and tutor time this 

week, we have been looking ahead at 

the theme of Holocaust. The theme 

this year is Ordinary People. If you 

want to follow this up at home, there 

is some super information on:   

Holocaust Memorial Day Trust | 

HMD 2023 Theme 

 

At 4pm on 27 January people across 

the nation will light candles and put 

them safely in their windows to: 

• remember those who were murdered for 

who they were 

• stand against prejudice and hatred today. 

Iconic buildings and landmarks will light up in 

purple during this powerful national moment of 

commemoration and solidarity. 

 

For Holocaust Memorial 

Day 2022 the iconic Piccadil-

ly Lights displayed portraits 

of Holocaust survivors in the 

lead up to the national mo-

ment, and the screen lit up 

with a commemorative can-

dle. A group of Holocaust 

survivors watched from the 

ground and held candles in a 

powerful moment captured 

in this short video. 

 

How to take part as an individual 

Place a candle safely in your window at 4pm on 

27 January. Become part of the conversation 

about Light the darkness online by sharing a 

photo of your candle and tagging  HMD  on  

Twitter, Facebook or Instagram. Use the 

hashtags: #HolocaustMemorialDay and 

#LightTheDarkness 

 

 

https://www.hmd.org.uk/what-is-holocaust-memorial-day/this-years-theme/
https://www.hmd.org.uk/what-is-holocaust-memorial-day/this-years-theme/
https://www.hmd.org.uk/resource/piccadilly-lights-light-up-for-hmd-2022/
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MFL Pen Friends 

We were delighted to 

receive 115 letters this 

week from our partner 

school in Paris. Mrs 

Weatherley will work 

towards partnering up 

year 9 students next. 

 

Careers Update 

We are working alongside Ofsted and the DfE to 

look at the provision of careers education in 

schools. Miss Bartlett, our Careers Advisor will 

host a visit on 9th February. This is part of  

Ofsted’s work in helping to make sure that careers 

education, information, advice and guidance pro-

vide learners and their parents with appropriate 

information and support about technical and aca-

demic careers.  

 

This is a research project, not an inspection. Sadly, 

they will not provide feedback to participants at 

the end of the research visit, or any official judge-

ments made (such as those that are gathered dur-

ing inspection activities) on the quality of careers 

guidance. We believe that our careers guidance in 

school is outstanding and we want to showcase this 

as good practice for other schools. The day may 

well involve an Ofsted lead speaking with your 

child about our careers education provision at 

school. 

 

It is one year this week since our last section 5  

inspection. Can you believe that! 

 

Requests for holidays in term time 

Please remember that any requests for holidays to 

be taken in term time will be denied. This has al-

ways been the case. I’d appreciate not being put in 

this position. Thanks so much. 

 

Clubs 

Did you see the extra-curricular offer for our  

students just last week? (in no particular order). 

Latin, Polish, Book Club, Marathon Kids, Musical 

Theatre, Art, Acoustic Group, Rock Academy, Hair-

dressing, Digital Fashion, BSL, Young Enterprise, 

Reading, Chess, Lego, Pop Band, Sustainable  

Jewellery, Guitar, Law Society and Reading. Wow!  

 

Thank you to staff for putting these opportunities 

on for students. Sport featured as additional to 

these clubs too! 

 

Cyber Safety 

We are experiencing more and more silly,  

irresponsible behaviours using social media by the 

students. If you can spend any additional time at 

home talking about this, I’d be most grateful. Too 

many students are using social media to circulate 

and send out inappropriate images and videos. We 

continue to try and educate the students in school 

and ask that this is joined up at home with the 

same message. Thank you so much for your  

support. 

 

Are you aware that the legal ages to be on the  

following platforms are: 

13 years and older for FB, Twitter, Snapchat,  

TIKTOK, Tumbir, Instagram, Messenger 

 

WhatsApp is actually 16 years and older! Only 

some of our 11s should have access to this  

therefore. Please check your child’s phone. 

  

Student Voice 

As a result of recent student voice, we have re-

sponded and made changes to the arrangements at 

breaktimes for playing sport. Year 7 and 9 now 

share the front playground and year 8, 10 and 11 

all share the playground sensibly together. Hope-

fully, this means that the students are happier 

with the arrangements and all year groups get 

chance to play without a weekly rota in place. 
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Thank you year 7 

Congratulations to our year 7 artists who helped 

us with a fabulous entry to Alcester Town’s Winter 

Wanderland last weekend! 

 

It was so lovely to see one of our families on BBC 

TV this week. Congratulations to Ollie in year 8 for 

all of his achievements and awards with his prize 

cattle. We are very proud. The programme was  

The Farmer’s Country Showdown. 

Kooth 

Kooth have sent us their January newsletter. This 

has some useful tips in it for you as parents too. 

Kooth Newsletter January 2023 

 

What is Kooth?  

Kooth is a transformational digital mental health 

platform that launched in 2004. It gives children 

and young people (CYPs) immediate access to an 

online community of peers and a team of experi-

enced, accredited counsellors. Access is free of the 

typical barriers to support - no waiting times, no 

referrals, no thresholds to meet and complete ano-

nymity. The service is open for support 365 days per 

year, between 12pm-10pm on weekdays, and 6pm-

10pm on weekends and holidays. Kooth is available 

in over 140 CCG’s and is delivered in Wales 

through the local Health Boards and Councils 

  

Save the Date 

Family Bingo Night 17th March 2023! 

https://warwickshiregovuk-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/sophiemorley_warwickshire_gov_uk/EdJEwy_3atxDgKHqSYrS3MoB9hidaqqO7E0hXFYZ6Ky2ng?rtime=ZX-xHtP62kg
https://www.facebook.com/people/Friends-of-Alcester-Academy/100089704470602/
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Parent View 

If you haven’t had time, please can you complete 

the parent view survey for 2022-23. 

Welcome to Ofsted Parent View | Ofsted Parent 

View. Thank you to the eighteen parents who 

have done this. This is just 3% still however. 

 

Year 10 DofE 

Congratulations to our year 10s on the start of 

their Silver Award today with our new external 

provider Rezilient. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are holding our Motivational Monday next 

week so please look out for those uplifting emails 

coming your way to start our week together  

positively. 

  

We are wishing Mrs Woodman all the very best 

as she heads off on jury duty next week. And on 

Sunday then, we head into the Year of the Rabbit 

for Chinese New Year. I wish everyone a super 

weekend ahead. Thank you for your continued 

support. 

 

Regards 

Mrs Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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Mr Yarrington and Miss Nemeshanyi judged the entries this week, and after a long time deliberating 

decided upon the results below. The winning entries will form part of a display outside the art 

rooms. All the winners received their chocolate prizes on Friday morning!  

Huge congratulations to:   

1st Fleur - Greville 

2nd Ben - Ragley 

3rd Amelia - Billesley  

3rd Sam - Ragley 

3rd Jacob - Oversley 

1st - Fleur  

2nd - Ben  
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3rd Amelia  

3rd - Jacob 

3rd - Sam 
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Useful diary dates 2023 
 

Monday 23rd January. Year 8 exams start in the hall. 

Wednesday 25th January. Year 11 Cup Match (re-scheduled) lesson 4 and 5. Top field by the turning 

circle. 

Monday 30th January. Year 10 Super Learning Day. Safe and Sound. 

Tuesday 31st January Year 7/8 Super Learning STEM Day. 

Thursday 9th February. AGS Subject Sampling Evening for year 11. 

Thursday 9th February. Year 9 Super Learning Day. Calling it Out. 

Tuesday 14th February. Year 11 History Show. 3.30pm. More details to follow. 

Wednesday 15th February. Year 11 Doctor’s Show lesson 1-4. 

Thursday 16th February. Year 9 Parents’ Evening 4-7pm School Cloud. 

Friday 17th February. Year 9 Detective workshop day. 

18-25th February International Ski Trip HALF TERM (dry ski sessions taking place this half term). 

Monday 27th February. Year 11 Mocks start (2). 

Thursday 2nd March. World Book Day. 

Week beginning 13th March. Year 10 Work Experience Week. 

14/15th March. Year 11 Practical exams for Hospitality and Catering. 

Thursday 16th March. Year 11 Geography Field Trip to Bristol. 

Friday 17th March. Bingo Family Night. 6.30pm. Hall. 

Monday 20th March. Year 8 Super Learning Day. Talking Heads. 

Tuesday 21st March. Year 11 School Photo Day. 

Thursday 23rd March. Year 10 Parent Form on Exams. Arrangements TBC. 

Thursday 30th March. Sports Awards Evening. Invited students. Details to follow. 

Friday 31st March. Early finish 12.40pm. 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  

Thursday 20th April. Year 8 Parents Evening to begin the Options Process. 

 

Various reports published throughout this term.  

This is not an exhaustive list, just a guide. 
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Epraise Leaderboard—this week 

 

Top Students—this week: 

1 Samuel  10HE  18 points 

2 Tom   7TN  16 points 

3 Adam  10HE  14 points 

3 Callum  10HE  14 points 

3 Romano  11BR  14 points 

3 Timmy  11WA  14 points 

7 Hannah  10YA  13 points 

7 Sam   10HE  13 points 

7 Ted   11BR  13 points 

7 Toby   11WA  13 points 
 

 

Top Tutor—this week: 

1 11BR  271 points 

2 10HE  207 points 

3 10BW  193 points 

4 10YA  181 points 

5 10ST  165 points 

6 8MO  163 points 

7 7KA  162 points 

8 7TN  161 points 

9 7LE  156 points 

10 10MG  155 points 

 

Top Staff—this week: 

1 Mr Powell  681 points 

2 Mr Bastock  471 points 

3 Mr Rossiter  320 points 

4 Mrs Weatherley 282 points 

5 Mr Moffatt  219 points 

6 Mr Martin  214 points 

7 Miss Lewis  209 points 

8 Mr Bowater  183 points 

9 Mrs Stedman 180 points 

10 Miss Home  148 points 
 

 

Top Subjects—this week: 

1 Maths   641 points 

2 PE   472 points 

3 Science  404 points 

4 Geography  362 points 

5 History  341 points 

6 French  331 points 

7 English  239 points 

8 Btec PE  186 points 

9 Ethics   115 points 

10 IT   101 points 

  

Congratulations to the winners of our Photography House competition! 

 

Top House this week: Billesley  

Top Epraise points this week: Billesley  

Top attendance this week: Greville 

 

Top students on Epraise this week: 

Billesley – Tom (7TN)      Ragley – Samuel (10HE) 

Greville – Romano (11BR)   Oversley – Matty (10ST) 
 

Miss Lewis  
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Term Dates 2023 

 

SPRING TERM 2023 

Half Term     Monday 20th – Friday 24th February 2023 

Back to school   Monday 27th February 2023 

  

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 31st March 2023 at 12.40pm 

  

SUMMER TERM 2023 

Summer Term begins  Monday 17th April 2023 

 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 1st May 2023 

Bank Holiday   Monday 8th May 2023 

 

Half Term     Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2023 

Back to school   Monday 5th June 2023 

     

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 

Year 11 revision timetable—Spring term 
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Whole School: 92.2% 

7RA—99.6 % 

8MO—95% 

9PW—97.6% 

10YA—98.9% 

11BR—96.5% 

 
Reporting Absences 

Parents must report any absence from school including medical appointments requiring absence, and 

any Covid related ill health leading to absence, to the student absence line by 9.30am on each day of 

absence to 01789 762285 and press 1. 

 

Where there has been no contact from parents/carers and the child remains absent without  

explanation Academy staff will make contact with parents/carers to ask the reason for absence. 

In the first instance School Comms will be used to send a message via the app or text, followed by  

contact via phone, if no response is received. Medical evidence (for example, this could be medical  

appointment cards, prescribed medication labels) can be requested to support student absences from 

school. Our Attendance Officer will follow up unexplained or concerning levels of absence as outlined 

in our Attendance Intervention Process.  

Mrs Paula Taylor 

Attendance News 

DT house competition 
Open to all year groups & the deadline is 31st January—any questions to Miss Wincup! 
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Student Spotlight 

Well done to Josh and Oli in year 10 who continue 

to be ever present members of Redditch U15/U17 

Basketball teams who currently top the league. 

Both lads are making outstanding progress with-

in their own and older age groups – and have 

even been invited to train with the men’s team at 

Redditch. Well done to both of you, we are incred-

ibly proud of your achievements within basket-

ball! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week’s fixtures: 

Year 7 Basketball v Shipston 

Well done to our year 7 basketball team who con-

tinue to make great progress on the court. In a 

double JrNBA fixture against Shipston High, our 

year 7s played out two extremely competitive 

games with one win a piece for either school.  

 

KS3 Girls Basketball v Shipston 

This Tuesday afternoon our KS3 girls basketball 

team got their first match experience taking on 

Shipston High in a number of mini-tournaments. 

Lots of exciting play from both teams and some 

great experience for the girls ahead of their South 

Warwickshire tournament next week. 

 

Year 7 and 8 Basketball v St. Bede’s 

Both of our Jr NBA age groups were in action this 

week in a home fixture against St. Bede’s from 

Redditch. Two close games ensued resulting in a 

win for our year 7 team and a loss for year 8. The 

development on show from both teams was a bril-

liant sight to see and we wish both year groups 

the best of luck in finishing their JrNBA seasons 

against local opposition.  

 

Year 9/10/11 Girls Basketball tournament 

Well done to all of our KS4 girls who represented 

the school at the South Warwickshire girls bas-

ketball tournament. With many playing their 

first ever competitive basketball, it was great to 

see our teams working together and developing 

their skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

Year 9/10/11 Girls Basketball Tournament 

results: 

Year 9 – 5th 

Year 10 – 2nd 

Year 11 – 2nd  



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 16 

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

Next week’s Extra-Curricular Sport 

After School 
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Changes due to fixtures: 

No year 7 Football practise on Wednesday due to year 11 Cup match. 

No year 8 Netball on Wednesday due to Girls Basketball competition. 

 

Next weeks confirmed fixtures: 

Wednesday 25th January – year 8 Girls Basketball tournament at SGGS 

Wednesday 25th January – year 11 Football Telegraph Cup match v Princethorpe College at HOME – 

2.15pm kick off. 

 

Year 7 Indoor Athletics Trial—Monday 23rd January 

There will be an opportunity for year 7 students interested in representing the Alcester Academy year 7 

Indoor Athletics team in competition to attend an internal trial on Monday 23rd January after school, 

from 3.25-4.30pm in the school gym. 

  

If you are interested in attending this athletics trial, please could you ask them to report to the  

PE changing rooms at the end of the school day on Monday. 

 

Mr Moffatt 

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

Next week’s Extra-Curricular Sport 

Lunchtime 


