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20th May 2022 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

 Dear parents and carers, 

  

Good afternoon. I hope that you have had a 

good week. 

  

We have dedicated a big section of this weeks 

bulletin to the Jubilee celebrations that we will 

have in school across next week. Thank you to 

Miss Buckthorp and other key staff who have 

worked to get this all organised. I think that it 

is so important that the students recognise 

how lucky they are to have lived at a time 

when we are celebrating 70 years of our mon-

arch reigning. I will be sure to add some photo-

graphs of the various events going on in school 

in next weeks bulletin. 

 

The school community have been amazing this 

week in every way at adapting to accommodate 

the GCSE exams. I cannot thank both the stu-

dents and the staff enough for this. So many 

year 11 parents have messaged to say how use-

ful the alternative timetable has been already 

to final preparations before exams. I hope that 

it is reassuring to know that all students will 

benefit from this commitment as they reach 

year 11. 

  

I would like to highlight the dedication from 

our exams team also. It is no easy feat getting 

papers ready each day and we have a bigger 

invigilation team than ever this year led very 

efficiently by Mrs Kirby. 

Ofsted Update 

A sincere thank you 

to those parents 

who found the time 

to write to Nadhim 

Zahawi about our 

Ofsted Inspection 

outcome.  It seems 

that our concerns 

were passed on to 

the Regional HMI 

for Ofsted, Andrew 

Cook.  Despite this, 

he has indicated that there will be no change to 

the outcome on the grounds highlighted in the 

report. 

  

Parents Evening Feedback 

Thank you for the 359 responses regarding 

parents’ evening for the next academic year. 

The responses were as follows: 

• 60.7% of parents prefer to stay with 

School Cloud 

• 13.1% of parents had no preference 

• 26.2% of parents wish to return to face to 

face meetings. 

 

Slightly more year 9 parents responded than 

those in other year groups. 

 

We will therefore plan to stay with School 

Cloud next year for parents’ evenings online. 

In light of the feedback, we will also try to pro-

vide occasions where par-

ents are welcomed into 

the Academy. Thank you 

for providing your views. 

The survey on homework 

closes on Friday this 

week.   

Homework Questionnaire 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScg2Z-6Ci3FGIRSiIwpJVZR7c1umObQao3fMpymsVnBsgseBA/viewform
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A great start year 11  
exams! 

There was a such a wave of positivity from our 

year 11s as they convened for the first full cohort 

exam of their GCSE series on Tuesday morning. 

They have approached this week in a steady and 

thoughtful manner showing great preparation 

and commitment. Thank you to staff for support-

ing early morning sessions and after school revi-

sion, and to parents for the earlier and later 

school day times needed. 

 

Non uniform day 

Friday 27th May is a non-uniform day. Proceeds 

will go towards the Community Fridge project 

mentioned in last week’s bulletin. You can make a 

donation on the School Gateway, thank you.  

 

Please can you be sure that clothes worn on non-

uniform day are suitable. Thank you. We always 

say, no strapless or short tops or spaghetti straps 

especially. 

 

Year 11s can wear non uniform or continue to 

wear their leavers hoodies. They should be  

comfortable to sit their chemistry and computer 

science exams on that day. 

  

Year 8 Options 

Thank you to parents and students for meeting 

the Options deadline this week. Mr Hollis will 

now be number crunching to secure choices.  

Students and parents will be updated on their  

final subjects then before the end of the summer 

term. 

Year 10 student  
leadership voting 

We are excited to be in 

phase 1 of our student lead-

ership voting process. We 

will keep you updated as 

the next phase takes shape. 

Good luck everyone! 

  

Return to school 

We are looking forward to seeing Miss Neme-

shanyi return to school next week as her materni-

ty leave comes to an end. Where did that time go? 

I am pleased to say that Miss Simpson will be 

staying with us until the end of term. Over the 

next few weeks, we will see Miss Bishop and  

Miss Elliott return too. I will keep you posted. 

  

Exam routines 

Just a reminder that we are on 3:2 days now  

during GCSE exams. 

  

Drop in 

We continue to run drop-in sessions each  

Wednesday until 4.30pm.  

No appointment is needed. 

  

Canteen cards – reminder 

Students must have their cashless cards to pur-

chase food from the canteen or Snack Shack. A 

missing card will be replaced free of charge once 

only. New replacements thereafter will cost £1. 

Students will be given just three opportunities to 

have food without a card; we do understand that 

students forget from time to time. Non uniform 

days in particular need reminders for students to 

transfer their cards from their blazers into their 

jeans or similar. 

  

Punctuality 

Please be mindful of ensuring that students 

should be in school by 8.45am. Thank you. 

  

Congratulations Zoe, year 9! 

Well done to Zoe 

who won two of her 

horse riding classes 

last weekend and 

came third in  

another.  

Great news! 
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Toby’s Jamboree  
JustGiving link! 

Crowdfunding to fund Toby's 

trip to South Korea for the 

World Scout Jamboree in 

2023! on JustGiving 

  

Be in it to win it! 

I have free tickets to Dog Fest at Ragley Hall next 

weekend to give away courtesy of the organisers.  

Please send me your Jubilee-themed dog pictures 

to head@alcesteracademy.org.uk to be in with a 

chance of winning with the name of your dog. I will 

draw the winner out next Thursday morning. I’ll 

post the draw on twitter  @AlcesterAcademy 

  

Covid cases 

We continue to see far fewer cases in school. I do 

appreciate that families may not be testing as reg-

ularly as they had been. Numbers are as follows: 

Year 7—1 case 

Year 8—no cases 

Year 9—no cases 

Year 10—no cases 

Year 11—1 case 

 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend ahead. 

  

Best wishes 

  

Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/toby-james
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/toby-james
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/toby-james
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/toby-james
mailto:head@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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This week the second year 8 science group partici-

pated in a STEM workshop, following the first 

group who participated last week.  

 

During The Money Game workshop, led by the  

Natural History Museum, year 8 pupils had to lis-

ten to pitches made by three different research pro-

ject leads who were all after 1 million pounds in 

funding. Working in groups to represent three dif-

ferent environmental companies, year 8 had to lis-

ten carefully to the information, ask further ques-

tions, and decide who they wanted to fund and how 

they wanted to split their money.  

 

The projects requesting funding included an ener-

gy saving DNA storage project, a sustainable farm-

ing project, and a bivalves vs climate change pro-

ject. After much deliberation, each group concluded 

that the sustainable farming project should be 

awarded the most money. The reasons given by 

year 8 were fantastic and included that the farm-

ing industry would open more opportunity for jobs, 

it would reduce climate change, and would help 

developing countries improve their economy – a 

great decision!  

  

A few quotes from year 8 students:  

 

“The stem day was interesting because we got to 

learn about several projects that could help the 

planet in the near future”  

 

“The stem day was educational and beneficial”  

 

“The stem day was interesting as we got to learn 

about what the Natural History Museum are a 

part of as well as learn some interesting facts”  

Virtual Workshop: The Money Game - How Science Works 
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Stratford Food Bank are asking for the following items if you have any spare to drop to them: 

  

  

Foodbank Warehouse & Distribution Centre 

Fred Winter Centre 

41 Guild Street 

Stratford upon Avon 

CV37 6QY 

 

Parking is very limited a car may pull in to pick up a parcel but cars cannot be parked at the Fred 

Winter Centre. The closest free parking is Bridgeway Car Park where you can park free for up to one 

hour. 

Stratford Food Bank appeal 

Rice Pudding 

Custard 

Angel delight 

Whole UHT milk 

Small jars coffee 

Fruit juice 

Fruit squash 

Peanut butter 

Jam 

Honey 

Tinned ham 

Spaghetti Bolognese 

Chicken casserole 

Tinned fruit 

Carrots 

Pasta sauce 

Tinned tomatoes 

Curry sauce 

Milk powder 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

 

This year, the Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II will be celebrated! This means 

She has been Queen for 70 YEARS! But what is a jubilee? 

 

A jubilee is a special anniversary of an event, especially one celebrating twenty-five or 

fifty years of a reign or activity! Special jubilees are named after precious stones or 

metals this jubilee is 70 years and the stone is platinum. 

 

The first British monarch to mark a jubilee in a significant way was King George III. 

The Golden Jubilee of George III on 25th October 1809 marked the forty-ninth anniver-

sary of his accession and his entrance into the 50th year of his reign. Queen Elizabeth 

II celebrated her Silver Jubilee in 1977. She celebrated her Ruby Jubilee in 1992, her 

Golden Jubilee in 2002, her Diamond Jubilee in 2012, and her Sapphire Jubilee in 

2017. 

 

The London Underground has a line named after the Queen’s Silver Jubilee, adequate-

ly named the Jubilee Line! The Jubilee Line’s colour is light grey, representing the sil-

ver colour of the Jubilee itself.  

 

Fun facts about the reign of Queen Elizabeth I.  

 

The Queen has carried out more than 21,000 engagements over the course of her reign.  

 

The Queen has sent over 300,000 congratulatory cards to people celebrating their 100th 

birthdays, and over 900,000 messages to couples marking their Diamond (60th) Wed-

ding Anniversaries.  

 

There have been 14 Presidents of the United States during Her Majesty’s reign, and,  

with the exception of President Johnson (1963-9), Her Majesty has met each one. 

 

Her Majesty has owned more than 30 Corgis and Dorgis during her reign, most of 

which have been descended from her first Corgi, Susan, who was gifted to her on her 

eighteenth birthday in 1944.   

 

In 1997 The Queen launched Buckingham Palace's first official website, in 2014 she 

sent her first tweet and in 2019 published her first Instagram post.  
 

 

Many thanks Miss Bishop for this historical look at the Jubilee! 
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About the Platinum Jubilee 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 10 

Epraise—past 7 days 

 

Top Students past 7 days: 

1 Sam   7SI 19 points 

1 Skye   7RA 19 points 

3 Amelia   7SI 18 points 

4 Fleur   7SI 16 points 

4 Tibault  7SI 16 points 

4 Oscar   7SI 16 points 

7 Fraser   9WE 15 points 

8 Charlotte  7SI 14 points 

8 Kaitlyn  10MA 14 points 

8 Hollie  7RA 14 points 

 
 

Top Tutor Groups past 7 days: 

1 7SI  223 points 

2 7HT  204 points 

3 7RA  201 points 

4 7WI  162 points 

5 7TY  149 points 

6 8SO  124 points 

7 8HL  123 points 

8 8PW  115 points 

9 8PK  114 points 

10 9WE  105 points 

 

Top Staff past 7 days: 

1 Mr Yarrington  285 points 

2 Mr Martin   278 points 

3 Mrs Weatherley 236 points 

4 Miss Burgess   198 points 

5 Miss Lewis  197 points 

6 Mr Jones  146 points 

7 Mrs Mellors  145 points 

8 Mr Rossiter  136 points 

9 Miss Heitmuller 98 points 

10 Mrs Scott  95 points 
 

 

Top Subjects past 7 days: 

1 English  368 points 

2 Science  298 points 

3 Art  269 points 

4 Maths  257 points 

5 History  231 points 

6 French  224 points 

7 IT  209 points 

8 Child Care 145 points 

9 Geography 115 points 

10 German 98 points 

We are aware of issues currently going on with 

Doddle. This is a national issue and there is noth-

ing the school can do. Both the science depart-

ment and IT have been chasing Doddle regularly 

for a resolution. We were assured it was being 

resolved last week but this is sadly not the case. 

The update below is the latest that we have. We 

can only apologise for any inconvenience this has 

caused.  

We sincerely apologise for the challenges you have 

been facing. Our IT team are starting to under-

stand the system error (as a unique system error it 

was very complicated to pin-point) and since Mon-

day they have been making changes to the plat-

form. However, it will spill over into next week for 

the changes to be fully integrated into the system. 

 

Miss Burgess 

Doddle issues update 
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Year 11 

GCSE Examinations — Monday 16th May —  Tuesday 28th June 2022  

GCSE Contingency Day — Wednesday 29th June 2022 — all students must be available 

 
Year 10 

Internal MFL Speaking Exams — week commencing Monday 20th June 2022 

Data Report published to parents/carers — Monday 20th June 2022 

 
Year 9 

Full Report published to parents/carers — Friday 20th May 2022 

Data Report published to parents/carers — Monday 18th July 2022 

 
Year 8 

Data Report published to parents/carers — Monday 20th June 2022 

 
Year 7 

In-class Exams — week commencing Monday 13th June 2022 

Full Report published to parents/carers — Tuesday 19th July 2022 

Exam, Reporting & Parents’ Evening Timetable  

Term Dates 2022 

 

SUMMER TERM 2022 

Half term     Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 2022 

Back to school   Monday 6th June 2022 

         

Summer Term ends  Tuesday 19th July 2022 at 3.25pm 

 

2021/2022  TERM DATES ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE 

Year 7                 Year 8                 Year 9                 Year 10               Year 11  Whole School 

90.7%                   92.0%                 92.7%                  90.2%                   89.2%  91.0% 

School Attendance — up to 19.5.22 

  

This week's top tutor groups  

  

7WI, 8SO, 9YA, 10AN and 11HO 

 

Well done! Mrs Hodges 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/life-at-alcester-academy/term-dates
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Equestrianism 

Zoe (year 9) has been working very hard over  

recent months with her horse Rem, bringing  

him on and getting him ready for his first show. 

All their hard work paid off last weekend with  

Zoe and Rem winning 

two classes, coming 

third in another and 

placing sixth in another. 

This is a great achieve-

ment for them in their 

first show together and 

bodes well for the  

future. Well done Zoe 

and Rem!! 

 

Athletics -  
Warwickshire County Championships 

Following on from her national cross-country  

exploits, Marijke (year 7) was crowned County 

1500m Champion last Saturday in comprehensive 

fashion, more than 60 metres clear of second  

place. Another wonderful achievement in a  

burgeoning athletics career.  

Congratulations Marijke!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

South Warwickshire Athletics Trials 

Congratulations to our eight athletes who have 

gained selection at the trials last Monday for the 

Warwickshire Schools' County Championships to 

represent South Warwickshire. A fantastic 

achievement by all our athletes. 

 

Hannah—year 11—100m/Relay 

Poppy—year 11—300m 

Joel year 11—100m/Relay 

Otis—year 11—Long Jump/Relay 

Luke—year 10—Javelin 

Ted—year 10—Discus 

Holly—year 9—Discus 

Diego—year 8—Shot Putt 
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PE Practices/Fixtures: week beginning 23.5.22:  

  

Monday 23rd May: 

Year 9/10 Rounders 

Tennis Club (All years) 

  

Tuesday 24th May: 

Year 8 Archery (invitation letters issued) 

Year 7/8 South Warwickshire Football tournament @ Stratford (selection letters issued) 

  

Wednesday 25th May: 

Athletics club (All years) 

  

Thursday 26th May: 

Year 8 Boys Tennis Slams (am) (selection letters issued) 

Year 7/8 Rounders (Girls) Squad selection practice. 

 

At the end of the school day come down to the gym and get changed as soon as possible. Normal 

school PE kit is required. 

 

All practices will run until 4.30pm and are open to everyone in the specified year groups.  

For Fixtures a separate team sheet including all the necessary details will be sent out via parentmail. 

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 


