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Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN  

Good afternoon parents and carers  

I hope that you have had a great week and that 

you enjoyed the emails from Feel Good Friday 

last week. For new parents, we try to do this 

once a half term across the school and will al-

ternate with a Motivational Monday instead 

from time to time.  

Thank you to those of you who attended year 11 

Parentsõ Evening last night on School Cloud. It 

is just a matter of weeks now until the first set 

of year 11 mock examinations. We will be pub-

lishing our Saturday School offer towards this 

very soon after half term. This will help the stu-

dents to prepare and is an additional offer to 

the lunchtime and after school sessions. For 

year 11 parents, as a reminder, we are running 

a Parent Forum via TEAMS on Thursday 

3rd  November starting with MFL at 5.45pm. 

This meeting will outline the examination 

structure for several key subject areas and dis-

cuss support available to you and the students.  

In wider school news this week, Mr Cooke led 

assemblies on British Values and as always, 

this was followed up in tutor work too. Mr 

Cooke spent a long time talking about respect 

and the students having an understanding for 

the pressures that families and other students 

might be facing right now. Today, was a year 7 

STEM Super Learning Day sponsored by  

Energy Quest. Miss Wincup will add more de-

tail regarding this after half term for you. We 

also held the year 8 Speaking Competition this 

week. There is more news about this later on.  

I was full of pride to be with a good selection of 

our students last Sunday at the Court Leet  

Parade commemorating the work and role of 

the High Bailiff. The two groups represented 

both the school and the scouts. Thank you to 

parents and students for supporting this.   

  

 

 

 

 

We have published trips for the academic year; 

2022-23 to you this week.  These are the oppor-

tunities that are already booked and will be 

launched for students to be part of.  I hope that 

in tighter financial times, this might help with 

your planning at home a little.  I canõt promise 

that other opportunities wonõt arise during the 

academic year but we do hope to keep these to a 

minimum for you. As a reminder, trips are 

linked to positive attendance and behaviour.  

Several of the staff renewed their mini bus 

driving test this week. From a personal view 

point, I can confidently say that it is quite a 
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daunting experience but I hope that you are 

pleased to hear of our vigilance with this. Keeping 

the children safe is always of the highest priority. 

In a similar way, we have an obligation to refresh 

staff first aid training, evacuation chair training, 

fire marshalling and workshop safety amongst 

many other key areas across the academic year.  

100% attendance 

We have been delighted to send out more reward 

postcards for 100% attendance for this half term 

than ever before.  Congratulations  to 307 students 

currently receiving these.  An additional 137  

students have received praise for reaching 95%+ 

attendance. I appreciate your support with our  

attendance push very much this half term.  

Mrs Taylor, Attendance Officer 

has worked hard on our  

continued recovery in this area 

after Covid -19. I suggest that 

you look in school bags if you 

havenõt seen these. They were 

distributed in tutor time today 

to the students.  

Preparation for winter 

Sadly, we anticipate that the field will be closed 

after half term. The students have had instructions 

this week for areas that they can access at break 

times instead of the field. We will remind them 

about this after half term in assemblies.  

I also anticipate that the heating will be switched 

on when we return to school. Thank you for ensur-

ing that hoodies are not worn to and from school. 

School jumpers can be worn under a blazer as an 

extra layer if needed.  

Good news stories 

Congratulations to Lola in year 10 for making the 

England cheer leading squad yet again! This is 

such great news.  

A huge well done goes to Zoe in year 10 who has 

been selected to represent Warwickshire in our 

newly formed under 16 county schools' girls' 

team. She was up against strong competition mak-

ing the selection process tough but the coaches 

were impressed with her attitude both on and off 

the pitch as well as her ability.   

The team played their first match on Monday 

evening, away against Lincolnshire, a well estab-

lished team. Though never having played togeth-

er before and not even knowing each others names 

as they arrived, the girls rose to the challenge and 

came away with a 3 -1 win, a great start to the sea-

son. We are really proud of you Zoe!  

I was so pleased to hear 

about Ewan in year 9 

and his work with the 

Conservation Academy 

and All Things Wild  re-

cently. Such a great 

cause Ewan. 

 

Thank you, Thomas 7W1 for always being helpful 

and polite.  

It was so lovely for the Skern Lodge staff to receive 

a ôthank youõ cup cake. They appreciated it Mercy, 

year 9. 

Congratulations to 

Marijke, who took 

part in the first 

round of the West 

Midlands Young Ath-

letes Cross Country 

League for 2022/23 

last weekend. In the 

strongest young ath-

letes league in the 

country, Marijke rep-

resented Stratford 

AC and came 5th out 

of 117 runners in the 

under 13 category.   

 

 

Non Uniform Day ï  
Friday 4th November 2022 

Our first non uniform day 

causes have been selected by 

8X3 RE. They would like to 

support the Alcester Café 

(helping those with demen-

tia) and The Shakespeare 

Hospice. These are two won-

derful causes and the stu-

dents have spent time in 
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class discussing why they want to offering help to 

these charities.  

Alcester Café ð Living Well With Dementia   

The Shakespeare Hospice  

A minimum contribution of £1 would be appreciat-

ed and can be paid via the School Gateway. Please 

ensure that clothes are suitable to be worn for 

school. We always ask that no cropped tops or  

spaghetti straps are worn. Sliders are also not  

appropriate for school and busy stairwells.  

  

AGS ï Sending thoughts 

We send our very best wishes to the community at 

AGS, after hearing of the sudden death of one of 

their year 7 students.  It bought back thoughts of 

our own dear Olivia. There are no words that can 

comfort at such a difficult time.  

  

PTA óFriendsô  
donations 

We are looking forward 

to hosting our Family 

Quiz night on Friday 

2nd December. We will 

write to you after half term with details of how to 

pre-purchase tickets for this.  

 

In the interim, any donations for raffle prizes or 

contributions for prize hampers would be  

appreciated. The children can drop these in at 

LSU. Alcohol donations should be via an adult  

and go to reception please.  

 

We will be having a non school uniform ôdonation 

dayõ before the event. 

 

The next planning meeting for this event is  

Thursday 17th  November 7.30pm on TEAMS. 

Please contact admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk  if 

you want the link for this.  

 

Minutes for the meetings of FOAA ñFriends of  

Alcester Academy, can be found on our  

website:  Friends of Alcester Academy  

 

Thank you to those parents working behind the 

scenes on this for the benefit of our children.  

Could your employer sponsor an event or provide 

donations for raffle prizes? If so, please  

contact  Friends@alcesteracademy.org.uk  

Our Greatest Showman  

performance tickets  

are now on sale on the  

School Gateway!  

https://dementia.warwickshire.gov.uk/directory-record/473/alcester-caf-
https://www.theshakespearehospice.org.uk/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIhe_-5b3s-gIVDbrtCh1gnQ1VEAAYASAAEgJdKvD_BwE
mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/friends-of-alcester-academy
mailto:Friends@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Congratulations  to our tutor representatives for 2022 -23.  

These students hold very important positions in representing student voice  

and the views of our community.  

10MG  Jess & Jack  

10ST  Jun & Paige  

10BW  Lola -Mai & Reuben (reserve George)  

10HE  Ruby  

10YA  Hannah & Zac  

9PW  Jasmine & Charlie  

9RO  Jacob & Sophie (reserve Jess)  

9SO  Charlie & Isaac  

9AN  Callum & Liv  

9HL  Brandon & Jessica  

8MO  Finn & Molly  

8NE  Fleur & Skye (reserve Kian)  

8TY  Dylan  & Olivia  

8MA  Jacob & Carlee  

8BI  Elly & Oscar  

7TN   Daisy & Monty  

7LE   Harry & Annabelle  

7RA  Emily & Alex  (reserve Bob, Freya & Jess)  

7KA  Ethan & Betsy (reserve Eva, Grace, Will & Ben )  

7WI  Alice & Ethan  
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School Fund 

Thank you to those parents who sent in a donation 

to school funds at the start of this year. We raised 

£200. I will be sure that this is spent positively on 

the needs of the students. We use school fund to 

pay for things like live theatre roadshows, addi-

tional text books in subject areas, atlasõ in geogra-

phy, football strips when we donõt receive sponsor-

ship etc. It really does come in very useful at times 

when staff need additional resources.  

 

Sadly, we didnõt get any positive leads on  

sponsorship for our year 7 Boysõ Football Strip 

éyet! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alcester Race Night Postponed 

Weõve been advertising the Greig Hall Fund  

Raiser for a couple of weeks now. Sadly,  

this has been postponed.  
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Student Safety 

Thanks to those parents who alerted us to four 

youths on Captains Hill after school on Wednes-

day.  The students are not Academy students alt-

hough they are known to us. We have involved 

the police and hope not to see them around again 

at the end of school. Staff have been made aware 

and will keep a close eye out at 3.25pm.  

  

Vapes And E-Cigarettes 

Please could I urge parents and carers to have a 

conversation about the dangers of vaping from 

time to time at home? Thanks so much.  

 

Most e -cigarettes contain nicotine, which is 

highly addictive, as well as other ingredients 

such as propylene glycol, glycerine and  

flavourings.  

 

E-cigarettes have been regulated by the  

government since May 2016. From April  2017  

it's illegal to sell e -cigarettes to, or buy  

them for, under 18s.    

Taken from the NHS Inform website  

 

In a study in the lab, vaping was found to  

damage important immune system cells in 

the lungs, and cause inflammation.   

Vaping - is it a risk -free option?  

Taken from the BBC News website  

 

I would also appreciate a reminder from home 

that we do not tolerate vaping in school under 

any circumstances.  

  

Thank you for the lovely parental messages that 

we have received about the year 9 Skern Lodge 

trip last week. The staff certainly appreciate re-

ceiving these. Miss Buckthorp has written a brief 

report.  

  

Summer 2022 Results 

The schools performance website has been updat-

ed to provisionally show where we stand with 

GCSE results for summer 2022.  

 

https://www.find -school-performance -

data.service.gov.uk/  

 

Please be aware that this data is not yet validat-

ed for any school however, and school can only be 

confident about their position in January 2023 

when the updates are published in full.   

  

 

This has been a really positive half term at 

school. So much has been happening both in and 

out of classrooms in order to provide additional 

opportunities for the students.   I hope that youõve 

enjoyed reading about some of the wider experi-

ences that our extra curriculum offer has given 

the students.  Iõd like to thank the staff for making 

all of these things happen. Weõre delighted that 

our year 7s are now an established part of the 

school community. Year 8s continue to work very 

hard and make the best impression in lessons. 

Year 9s have begun their KS4 courses with ener-

gy and enthusiasm. This was topped off last week 

in Devon with lots of team and confidence build-

ing activities. Year 10s and  11s are approaching 

their final GCSE preparations with a serious and 

mature attitude. Our new prefects are beginning 

to settle in to their new roles at school too.  

  

Congratulations  to our new staff for making a 

seamless transition into life at Alcester Academy 

and helping to make a difference.  

  

I appreciate that we come back to school on Hal-

loween. If you can talk to your children about sen-

sible trick or treating  if they are going to do this, 

Iõd be very grateful indeed. Thank you. 

  

Good luck to the staff, cast and crew for being in 

tomorrow for The Greatest Showman rehearsal. 

Have you got your tickets yet? These are selling 

out fast so be quick now! Iõm buzzing with  

enthusiasm for this. The energy coming from 

these rehearsals is just electric.  

  

I hope that you all have a very safe and restful 

half term break ahead and Iõm looking forward to 

seeing the children return, refreshed and raring 

to go again on Monday 31st  October.  Iõm picking 

my youngest daughter up from the station today 

to hear all about her first half term at uni. Iõm 

sure that there will be a bundle of washing ac-

companying her too! Wish me luck! Ohéand a 

happy ôspecialõ birthday to Mr Bowater from us 

all (Iõll be in big trouble for adding this note!). 

  

With best wishes  

  

Sarah Mellors, Headteacher ñon behalf of the 

staff and governors  

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-61759776
https://www.find-school-performance-data.service.gov.uk/
https://www.find-school-performance-data.service.gov.uk/
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Last week 84 year 9 students along with Miss 

Buckthorp, Mr Hall, Mr Badham, Mrs Clarke, 

Mrs Jones and Miss Lewis all set off to North Dev-

on for a week of activities based around the beach, 

river, rocks & the beautiful Devon countryside.  

As soon as we arrived we were out on activities 

that included archery and off -road biking. The 

Skern tunnels challenged most, but were great 

fun as students set about mapping out the under-

ground tunnels and finding lots of items such as 

half a canoe as they made their way through the 

unknown! The high ropes are always a favourite 

as students trapezed and balanced high up in the 

air but showing great support and encouragement 

to each other.  

 

Over the next few days, we found ourselves catch-

ing waves on the beach and learning to surf, with 

some standing up and looking like professionals in 

the surf at Westward Ho! Coastal traversing took 

us back to the beach as we enjoyed climbing and 

traversing the rocks. and searching the rock pools.  

One of the favourite activities of the week was the 

high -speed rib ride, totally exhilarating...if not a 

bit scary as we bumped over the waves in the es-

tuary of Appledore Quay, with screams of joy and 

excitement! The groups showed great teamwork 

as they rafted down the Torridge Estuary and 

kayaked through the town of Bideford.  

 

Our evenings were spent swimming in the outdoor 

pool, stargazing on the Skern Burrows and mak-

ing campfires whilst completing team challenges. 

Year 9 Skern Lodge - 10th ï 14th October 2022 
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Even keeping rooms tidy became very competitive and we saw 

some of the tidiest rooms ever seen before on a residential trip!  

 

It was a fantastic week made possible by the amazing group of 

young people who we took. Quite a few who had never been to 

a residential before having missed their primary school one 

due to Covid. It was a special week and a real pleasure to see 

how the students all got on, supported each other, grew in con-

fidence, learnt how to live alongside each other and hopefully 

created memories that will last a lifetime. The students were 

just an absolute credit to the school, and they were compli-

mented many times by the Skern Lodge staff, and this made 

us very proud!  

 

Thanks to all the students, staff and parents who supported 

the trip, it was very much appreciated.  

Miss Buckthorp  

 

Places for Skern Lodge 2023 will be released after half -term to 

current year 8 students.  
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Photography of the Week  
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Alex captured this incredible photo of a quarry for his GCSE photography coursework using a drone.  

Outstanding work ñMiss Nemeshanyi  
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Term Dates 2022 -23 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2022  

Half term     Monday 24 th  October ð Friday 28 th  October 2022 

Back to school    Monday 31 st  October 2022  

   

Autumn Term ends   Friday 16 th  December 2022 at 12.40pm  

  

SPRING TERM 2023  

School closed   Tuesday 3rd January 2023  

     Teacher training day  

 

Spring Term begins   Wednesday 4 th  January 2023  

 

Half Term     Monday 20 th  ð Friday 24 th  February 2023  

Back to school    Monday 27 th  February 2023  

  

Spring Term ends (Easter)  Friday 31 st March 2023 at 12.40pm  

  

SUMMER TERM 2023  

Summer Term begins   Monday 17 th  April 2023  

 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 1 st May 2023  

 

Half Term     Monday 29 th  May ð Friday 2 nd June 2023 

Back to school    Monday 5 th  June 2023  

     

Summer Term ends   Friday 21 st July 2023 at 12.40pm  

 

School closed   Monday 24 th & Tuesday 25 th July 2023  

     Disaggregated teacher training days  
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Extra Curricular Review 

Extra Curricular activities have been in full swing 

this term. Students have participated in a wide 

selection of opportunities ranging from  

Ornithology and prop design to constructive  

textiles and Marathon Kids .  

 

Tom in year 9 says   òIõm loving being part of the 

school show. My favourite thing is mixing with dif-

ferent year groups and making new friends, Iõm 

also really proud of the new skills Iõm learning and 

I love that I can now walk on stilts.ó 

 

The timetable starts again first week back and 

runs for a further 5 weeks.   

 

Miss Sacco 

This autumn term for year 8 has been an exciting 

one, studying famous speeches and the power of 

rhetoric. Students have listened to famous mo-

ments in history such as Martin Luther Kingõs I 

have a dream and Winston Churchillõs We shall 

fight on the beaches to investigate and question 

how public speeches can galvanise a nation.  

 

Studying a speakerõs choice of not only vocabulary, 

but also rhetorical device and personal presenta-

tion has built towards the annual Speaking  

Competition for the whole of year 8.  

This took place on Friday morning and gathered 

the whole of year 8 in the hall to listen to 16 of 

their brave peers who delivered some brain -

storming rhetorical masterpieces that would not 

look out of place in the political arena. The stand-

ard of delivery and mastery of elements of public 

speaking that included a good smattering of hu-

mour, created yet another thoroughly memorable 

event that was won by Will with Why I should be 

Prime Minister . In second place was Clara with a 

speech on Voice Acting in third place Olivia with 

What annoys me at home .  

Year 8 Annual Speaking Competition 


