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It is with great pleasure and enormous pride
that in this week’s edition of the school bulletin
I can share with you the incredible sporting
achievements of our students over the past
year. We had a fantastic celebration of sporting
success in the final week of Spring term, where
we were lucky enough to be joined by Team GB
Swimmer, Amy Smith. It was certainly inspira-
tional for our students to get to meet Amy dur-
ing this evening, but also to hear about her
journey into the world of professional sport and
the ‘snakes and ladders’ she experienced along
the way.

I hope you enjoy reading the season reports
by our school Sports Leaders and join us in
congratulating all of our award nominees
and winners.

Football

Review of the season by Jonas and Sophie
(year 9)

This year has seen the return of Alcester
Academy to competition within the South
Warwickshire Football Association’s League and
District Shield cup competitions.

We have all enjoyed the regular training and
competition against schools both local and fur-
ther afield, and having the opportunity to chal-
lenge ourselves against differing levels of compe-
tition.

The development from each year group has
stood out over the course of the season, which
has been reflected by not only results, but the
football and style of play across each year group.

We will now give a brief summary of each year
groups season:

Our year 7 team, captained by Johnny, formed
at the start of the year following a trial. After a
few months of the lads gelling together and get-
ting used to playing together, alongside the ad-
dition of some extra players to the squad, the
team really shone in the second half of the sea-
son. A notable team performance was the fan-
tastic display of resilience when playing Kineton
away. Despite twice trailing in the match, our
year 7s never gave up and came back from be-
hind twice to draw the match 2-2.

Our year 8 team, captained by Dylan, have
made great progress this season in their first
year of playing together on the full-sized 11-a-
side pitch. The lads made great improvements
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in developing their tactical awareness and this be-
ing matched with an unquestioned spirit and desire
each game, sets them up well to finish their league
season in the strongest position possible.

Our year 9 team, co-captained by Jack and Max,
have had a staggered start in the league this sea-
son, with many of their league games being sched-
uled in the second half of the year. This has allowed
the team to really develop in training sessions fol-
lowing their early cup defeat against a strong Strat-
ford School team. Year 9 have shown an outstand-
ing commitment to training this year with 25+ stu-
dents attending on a fortnightly basis.

Our year 10 team, captained by Henry, have
reached the semi-final of the District Shield compe-
tition which is due to be played in the coming
weeks. Certainly, a highlight of their season was
the 7-0 win against Studley School in the Quarter
Final where the lads put in an outstanding
performance. Despite losing to Studley in the
League earlier in September, the result really
showed the progress that the lads have made on
the pitch this season.

The year 11 team is captained by Luca. Their Cup
campaign started very early in the year and were
edged out by a strong Studley team, which they un-
fortunately had to play in their first match of the
season. The lads showed great commitment and
determination in this match against strong opposi-
tion but were edged out 3-2. The lads then really

Football Awards Nominees and Winners:

Year 7 Nominees: Harry, Johnny and Toby
Year 7 Player of the Year: Johnny

enjoyed the opportunity of taking part in the Tele-
graph Cup competition this year where they took on
Princethorpe College and look forward to finishing
the season with friendlies in their final year
together as a school team.

Our KS3 girls team is captained by Rosie. A high-
light of the Girls KS3 season so far was certainly
their performance in the South Warwickshire
Schools tournament where many of our year 8 girls
played up an age group for the year 9 team which
finished in second place overall out of eight teams.
We wish the KS3 girls team the best of luck in their
National Cup competition which will be decided
over the next few weeks.

Zoe, our KS4 Girls captain, led our team to a sec-
ond place finish at the South Warwickshire Schools
tournament. This was a great success with most of
our team being in year 10, and playing up a year
group. The girls put in some fantastic performances
and were just edged out by Shottery as tournament
winners. What was pleasing was to see the improve-
ment in the girls team from the tournament at the
start of the year where they finished in mid-table.
We wish our KS4 girls the best of luck in the Na-
tional Cup against Wolverhampton Grammar
School.

Year 8 Nominees: Dylan, Alex and Aidan
Year 8 Player of the Year: Aidan
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Year 9 Nominees: Max, Jack and Cian Year 10 Nominees: Josh, Henry and Luca
Year 9 Player of the Year: Jack Year 10 Player of the Year: Henry

Year 11 Nominees: George, Luca and Seb
Year 11 Player of the Year: Luca
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KS3 Girls Nominees: Savana, Rosie and KS4 Girls Nominees: Sophie, Zoe and Kyra

Harriett .
KS4 Girls P1 f the Year: Z
KS3 Girls Player of the Year: Rosie s Hlayer ot the tear: foe
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Netball
Review of the season by Darcie and Emmy-Lou It has been especially pleasing to see some of our
(year 9) older students contribute to coaching our KS3 net-

ballers and supporting their development on the
court. Sports Leaders have given up their own
time to support at practice sessions and this has
helped to develop the confidence and skill level of
some of our younger players.

As one of our main winter curriculum sports, our
netballers were excited to get the season underway
and to get back to participating and competing
against our local South Warwickshire schools

this year. ) .
We would like to say a huge thank you to Miss

Hammond for giving up her time to help coach the

We have had good attendance at practice sessions ¢ ’
year 7 team this year, alongside Mrs Powell.

across the years with so many students demon-
strating their commitment and desire to improve
their skillset within the sport of netball. This
work on the training court has resulted in some
excellent performances within competition
against local South Warwickshire Schools.

Year 8 Nominees: Amelia, Scarlett
Year 7 Nominees: Emma, Hester and Jess and Sophia
Year 7 Player of the Year: Hester Year 8 Player of the Year: Amelia

—_—

Year 9 Nominees: Emmy-Lou, Olivia
and Xanthe
Year 9 Player of the Year: Xanthe
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Year 10 Nominees: Kyra, Zoe and Martha Year 11 Nominees: Mary, Chloe and Emily
Year 10 Player of the Year: Martha Year 11 Player of the Year: Chloe

TEXTACADEMY

Report incidents of bullying, theft,
cyber issues, crime or anti-social behaviour

Alcester

Academy

I’'m being bullied - | don't know what to do -
textacademy to 07563130478
with your message
or
email your message to:
textacademy@alcesteracademy.org.uk

07563130478
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Year 7 Nominees: Noel, Harry and Elliot Year 8 Nominees: Jake, George and Arturo
Year 7 Player of the Year: Harry Year 8 Player of the Year: George

Year 9 Nominees: Zach, Kobe and Jonas
Year 9 Player of the Year: Kobe

Year 10 Nominees: Josh, Goerge and Lucas Year 11 Nominees: George, Edward and Max
Year 10 Player of the Year: George Year 11 Player of the Year: Edward
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KS3 Girls nominees: Georgina, Amelia
and Rosie
KS3 Girls Player of the Year: Amelia

Basketball
Review by Max and Edward (year 11)

This school year has seen the return to action of our
year 7 and 8 basketball teams in the Junior NBA
competition and our year 9, 10 and 11 teams in
South Warwickshire Cup competition. Our passion
for basketball has continued to be demonstrated
both in PE and at basketball lunchtime and after
school clubs.

We will now give a brief summary of the basketball
season at Alcester Academy.

Our year 7 team, captained by Harry, formed at the
start of the year and began training ahead of their
participation in the Junior NBA league as the
Charlotte Hornets. Our year 7s put in some out-
standing displays of teamwork throughout the sea-
son and went very close to qualifying for the knock-
out stages of the Junior NBA. A notable perfor-
mance was beating a notoriously strong AGS team
representing the Miami Heat AWAY earlier on in
the season. The team have enjoyed their first expe-
rience of the Junior NBA and are looking forward
to next season already.

Our year 8 team started their second season in the
Junior NBA league turning out as the Atalanta
Hawks. Some impressive teamwork and individual
skill led to some really close and competitive games
of basketball throughout the season. In particular,
against a strong St. Bedes side, our year 8s were
edged out by just a single point during the match.
A stand out for the year 8 season has to be beating
local rivals St. Benedict’s in an assured and confi-
dent performance from the lads.

Our KS4 teams participated in the South Warwick-
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KS4 Girls nominees: Kora, Sophie and Darcie
KS4 Girls Player of the Year: Sophie

shire cup competitions this season, with some out-
standing successes to report. I will not give a brief
overview of each year groups season:

. Our year 9s fresh out of 2 years of Junior
NBA participation progressed to the semi-
final of the competition by beating local ri-
vals AGS in an outstanding display of team
basketball in the quarter-final.

. Year 10 have reached the final of the South
Warwickshire competition and take on Ship-
ston School in their hunt for silverware. An
entertaining semi-final against Studley High
School was played out, with the lads
showing an outstanding attitude and
determination to progress.

. Year 11 reached the quarter-final stage and
despite playing some excellent basketball in
moments, were beaten by a strong Ul6 team
from AGS.

Both of our KS3 and KS4 girls teams have made
great strides in their performances on the court this
season. A highlight for our KS3 girls was the SW
Basketball tournament where we entered 2 teams to
participate from KS3. Through excellent team work
and desire our girls played some fantastic basket-
ball and finished both 1st and 2nd place in this
competition. The KS4 girls basketball team re-
formed after missing a number of years participa-
tion due to the pandemic. The girls really enjoyed
their participation at the KS4 South Warwickshire
tournament and managed a second place finish at
Ul6 and a 5th place finish at Ul4. We look for-
ward to our girls increasing their experience within
basketball next season.
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Indoor Rowing
Review by Ed (year 9)

Our rowers have really developed both their tech-
niques and physical capacity for rowing over the
course of this academic year. Not only have stu-
dents had the opportunity to compete in a House
rowing competition, they have also rowed within
fitness lessons in PE, which has really showed our
strength when we have competed within the South
Warwickshire Schools’ competitions.

As a school we hosted the South Warwickshire
indoor rowing competition in Autumn term where
our teams finished in 1st place at both the KS3
and KS4 age groups. This event was a great suc-
cess not just for the winning final position, but the
support shown for all amongst the year groups.

KS3 Girls nominees: Amelia, Felicity
and Harriett
KS3 Girls Athlete of the Year: Harriett
F

KS4 Girls nominees: Holly, Summer
and Martha
KS4 Girls Athlete of the Year: Martha

Our KS3 and KS4 girls teams then had the oppor-
tunity to compete in South Warwickshire competi-
tion and achieved a 4th and 5th place finish with-
in their competitions. The girls enthusiasm,
matched with excellent drive and determination
throughout the competition was outstanding to
see.

We will now move on to individual awards for our
rowing teams and look forward to next year for a
return to competition within indoor rowing.

KS3 Boys Nominees: Will, Arthur and Sam
KS3 Boys Athlete of the Year: Arthur

KS4 Boys Nominees: Ellis, Josh and Ed
KS4 Boys Athlete of the Year: Ellis
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Cross Country
Review by Toby and Harry (year 7)

Our cross-country runners have had some out-
standing successes over the course of the cross-
country season. Not only have our students had to
compete in such a physically demanding sport, but
they have all shown such an outstanding commit-
ment to do so within their own time. Events have
often taken place at the weekend and at differing
locations around the country including, Stratford,
Dudley, Princethorpe and further afield.

We welcomed 3 new year 7 runners—Toby, Harry
and Aiden to the Alcester Academy Cross Country
Team this year and all have put in fantastic perfor-
mances in their first experience of running in Alces-
ter Academy colours.

Minor Boys Nominees: Toby, Aiden and Harry
Minor Boys Athlete of the Year: Toby
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Success has also resumed in older years despite a
number of our junior and inter runners having to
compete with older school age groups. All have ex-
celled and put in outstanding performances and
shown great teamwork and togetherness to support
each other despite the individual nature of cross-
country.

We would like to congratulate Marijke in year 8
and Toby in year 7 who both qualified to represent
the County in National competition this season.
We will now move on to individual awards for our
cross-country teams.

Junior Boys Nominees: Will, Arthur and Ed
Junior Boys Athlete of the Year:

Junior Girls Athlete of the Year: Marijke
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Athletics
Review by Tom and Kobe (year 9)

Athletics is probably the sport that has been hard- Ve finished the season with our annual Sports
est hit during recent years. 2022 was the third Day and the majority of the award winners are
year in a row that the South Warwickshire based on some fabulous performances and deter-
Schools championships didn’t take place. We did mination to support their houses at this event.
however continue with the district trials and had

representation at the district event.

Year 8 Boys Nominees: Dylan, Will and Arthur Year 8 Girls Nominees: Amelia, Daisy
Year 8 Boys Athlete of the Year: Will and Morgan

Year 8 Girls Athlete of the Year: Morgan

Year 9 Boys Nominees: Tom, Max and Kobe Year 9 Girls Nominees: Xanthe, Darcie and
Year 9 Boys Athlete of the Year: Tom Summer

Year 9 Girls Athlete of the Year: Darcie
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Year 10 Boys Nominees: Duncan, Noah and Year 10 Girls Nominees: Holly, Zoe and Rachel
Lucas Year 10 Girls Athlete of the Year: Holly
Year 10 Boys Athlete of the Year: Lucas

Year 11 Boys Nominees: Ted, Luke and Will Year 11 Girls Nominees: Rosie, Poppy and
Year 11 Boys Athlete of the Year: Luke Mary
Year 11 Girls Athlete of the Year: Mary

Ski Trip USA

Our Ski Trip USA has now been launched! It is open to students in years 7, 8

and 9. The trip will take place February 2025, during the half term break.
We would like to give parents and carers the opportunity to spread the cost
of this ski trip over an extended period of time. The anticipated cost is
£2,300. Please visit the School Gateway for further details, along with the
option of paying an initial holding deposit of £140.
Miss Buckthorp

karenbuckthorp@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Rounders
Review by Zoe and Holly (year 10)

The older year groups were harder hit by the
weather and their squads were still recovering
from the COVID years, where no rounders was
played. This was particularly true of last year’s
year 9, but hopefully this year they can regroup
and work towards building a successful team.
Our Ul5 team was badly affected by the weather
but there were still some great performances, most
notably Emily’s fantastic fielding on second post,
Mary’s superb batting and Poppy’s speed between
the posts. Here’s hoping for a more settled season

Our rounders season last year was a short one
that was hampered by some poor weather. We did
manage two outstanding achievements in the UI2
and U138 South Warwickshire Tournaments de-
spite this. Our U12 Team finished second overall
being beaten narrowly in a fabulous final. Daisy
as bowler organised the field perfectly and both
Natasha and Amelia batted extremely well. Our
U13s lost in the semi final but played magnificent-
ly in all their games. They were such a cohesive
team it is incredibly difficult to pick out stand-out

performances but Summer’s fielding and Poppy this year.
and Xanthe picking up crucial half rounders was
great to see.
Year 8 Nominees: Amelia, Daisy and Natasha Year 9 Nominees: Xanthe, Summer and Poppy
Year 8 Player of the Year: Natasha Year 9 Player of the Year: Xanthe

Year 10 Nominees: Zoe, Martha and Holly Year 11 Nominees: Emily, Mary and Poppy

Year 10 Player of the Year: Martha Year 11 Player of the Year: Emily
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Department Awards

This year’s Sports Awards Evening saw the intro-
duction of new department awards for commit-
ment to sport and leadership, which joined our
prestigious year 11 Sports Stars Awards. These
awards are a special award, only receiving x 3
nominations per key stage. Our year 11 Stars
award continue to recognise the achievement and
outstanding commitment of our year 11 students,
not just over the past sporting year, but recognis-
ing their contribution to Alcester Academy School
sport over the last five years of their study here.

KS4 Commitment nominees: Darcie, Emmy-
Lou and Edward
KS4 Commitment winner: Emmy-Lou

KS3 Leadership nominees: Aidan, Rosie and
Daisy
KS3 Leadership winner: Aidan
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Commitment to sport nominees were awarded
due to their unwavering commitment to repre-
senting Alcester Academy in a wide range of
sports. Students nominated for the Department
Leadership Awards have demonstrated outstand-
ing leadership skills over the past year, contrib-
uting to supporting the progress of their peers
within Sport.

KS3 Commitment nominees: Dylan, Amelia
and Jake
KS3 Commitment winner: Jake

KS4 Leadership nominees: Max, Chloe
and Alice
KS4 Leadership winner: Alice

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *



Page 14

Year 11 Girls Star nominees: Emily, Mary and Year 11 Boys Star nominees: Luke, George
Chloe and Seb
Year 11 Girls Star winner: Mary Year 11 Boys Star winner: George

H-—Q"
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Congratulations to all students who have been a part of Alcester Academy School Sport over the past
year. It was an incredibly tough decision to select just 3 nominees for each award from such a wide and
talented field. We look forward to resuming summer sport at Alcester Academy and the countdown is
on to another brilliant Sports Awards Evening in 2024! Many thanks to Amy Smith for joining us for a
fantastic evening of sports celebration.

“The only one who can
tell you ‘you can’t win’

is you and you don’t
have to listen.”
—JESSICA ENNIS-HILL
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KS3 Swimming Gala
Our first KS3 Swimming Gala took place in the final week of Spring term. During the gala students of
a range of abilities were given the opportunity to take part in House Swimming competitions.

Congratulations to Billesley who were crowned KS3 House Swimming winners this afternoon.
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Summer Sports Clubs

Please see below for information on lunchtime and after-school Sports Clubs for Summer term.
Students can sign up on attendance at the first practice:

Lunchtime Sport

Lunchtime clubs to start w/b Monday 24th April on a 2 week timetable:

24/04/23 WEEK 1 - Volleyball

01/05/23 WEEK 2 — Indoor Cricket

8/03/23 WEEK 1 - Volleyball

15/05/23 WEEK 2 - Indoor Cricket

22/5/23 WEEK 1 - Volleyball

Sign ups can take place upon attendance at first
practise

Lunchtime week 1 - 1.45-2.15pm Lunchtime week 2 - 1.45-2.15pm

Extra-Curriculor Club & Staff

Monday

Tuesday ]
Tuesday

K54 Indoor Cricket - PW
KS4 Volleyball - PW

Wednesday

Thursday
Thursday

KS3 Volleyball - PE KS3 Indoor Cricket - PE
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Next weeks after school clubs and fixtures: w/b 24/4/23 - 3.25-4.30pm

Day Extra-Curricular Club & Staff

Monday

Tuesday Archery Club (Selected) Gym

Wednesday Year 10 Basketball v Shipston Gym
Tennis Club - All Years Playground
Thursday Year 9, 10 and 11 Girls Rounders Field

Student Spotlight

For this week’s student spotlight I would like to
say a huge congratulations to Harriett in year 8
who is currently excelling for her local club team —
Stratford Town.

Harriett 1s currently top scorer in the league with
an incredible 21 goals scored in twelve matches,
with a few games of the season still to play.

Well done for your incredible achievement on the
football pitch Harriett and good luck for the rest of

the season.

Mr Moffatt
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Headlines by Mrs Mellors

Good afternoon,

I hope that you had a su-
per Easter break and en-
joyed a little of the sun-
shine especially on Good
Friday. I'm sure that we
all feel better and more
refreshed for having some
down time. Thank you to
those of you who sent
good wishes for Miss
Buckthorp’s special birth-
day over Easter.

The week started very positively here on Monday
with year 10s striding confidently into their in-
ternal exams. I have been extremely proud of
their conduct and commitment. Thank you also to
those year 8 parents and students who joined us
for Parents’ Evening last night. This is the start
of the Options process now and an exciting time
for all of our students. We were delighted to see
staff from St Benedict’s with us on Tuesday. The
team were interviewing some of our year 11s for
their sixth form. On the theme of year 11,

I have enjoyed reading their last ever school
report this week, and these will be sent home
over the next few days. I will be writing to year
11 parents separately.

£

UK Government

Our thoughts were with Kineton High School this
week as they endured an actual emergency lock
down situation. I'm sure that you saw this on so-
cial media and in the press. As headteacher at
Alcester Academy, it made me relieved that we
do practise our lockdown drill with students just
in case’ but I have no doubt that it would have
been an extremely frightening situation for both
staff and students. The one thing that cannot be
accounted for in this situation, is students using
their phones to communicate with each other and
you at home if this situation occurred. All I can
promise you is if ever we found ourselves in a real
lock down situation, I would communicate with
you just as soon as it was safe to do so. I have
sent our best wishes to Mrs Bridge, Headteacher
at Kineton.

There are some key updates for you this week as
follows:

Further Strike Action

With regret, two further industrial dates have
been published for Thursday 27th April and
Tuesday 2nd May. Like you, I hope that a resolu-
tion can be achieved very soon, and I will certain-
ly be discussing it with Nadhim Zahawi when he
visits us next Friday 28th April (hopefully).

The plans are as follows:

PPN
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We are testing Emergency

Alerts on mobile phones

across the UK &R (LEL 3p

Our new way to warn you
when lives are in danger.

Find out more at gov.uk/alerts

Emergency
Alerts
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Thursday 27th April 2023
Year 7,9, 10 and 11 in school
Year 8 working from home via G/C

Tuesday 2nd May 2023
Years 8,9, 10 and 11 in school
Years 7 working from home via G/C

Can I continue to offer my thanks to you for your
co-operation with this situation.

Welcome new year 6 parents

On behalf of the Governors and staff at Alcester
Academy, can I take this opportunity to welcome
our new parents for September 2023 to the bulletin
this week. We are sending our best wishes to the
year 6s for their forthcoming SATs.

Thank you — Uniform

Many thanks for updating uniform as required
over the Easter holidays. We had just one pair of
shorts this week; there will soon be many more!
We will be holding a pre-loved uniform sale this
term on:

Tuesday 2nd May
3.30-4.30pm in the school hall

PRELGVED

UTFORMS

Wednesday 17th May
3.30-4.30pm in the school hall

National Emergency Alerts — Test

I'm sure that you have seen the literature publicis-
ing the National Alert test this Sunday. I wrote to
you several weeks ago about this in the bulletin.

A UK-wide test of the life-saving public
Emergency Alerts system will take place at 3pm
this Sunday (23rd April).

The Emergency Alerts system is a UK government
service which will enable people to be contacted via
their mobile phone when lives are in danger. It will
be used to warn you in the event of emergencies,
such as severe flooding, fires or extreme weather.

To find out more about Emergency Alerts
visit: https:// www.gov.uk/alerts

You can opt out of receiving emergency alerts.
For more information on how to do this vis-
it: https://www.gov.uk/alerts/how-alerts-work
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Immunisations for Flu

Thank you to our local NHS for providing some
interesting information of the uptake of the flu
vaccines at Alcester Academy as follows:

Alcester Academy %
School uptake Flu season 2022 61.79
School uptake Flu season 2021 59.49
Target uptake for area 70
Best uptake in area 84.3
Lowest uptake in area 21.1

Requests for EHCP Assessments

For parents wishing to submit EHCP applications
for assessments, please can I encourage you to chat
to our SENCo, Mrs Bush first? Thank you.
AnitaBush@alcesteracademy.org.uk

We have had several applications through from
SENDAR recently and we find that these are much
more successful when we work with you, over time,
to compile the evidence required to help to make
these successful. When we receive a parental
request, we are only permitted ten days to turn
everything around.

Update on the vape sensors

I'm delighted to say that everything continues to
have settled regarding the new vape sensors that
are in place in toilets. Miss Buckthorp and I will be
doing a whole school assembly around the perils of
vaping next week and exactly why I have felt the
need to install these.

We will be updating our behaviour policy with gov-
ernors in the next two weeks to account for having
these installed in school and I will share this with

you all once this is done.

Our biggest issue currently is around students vis-
iting the toilets ‘on mass’ with each other. As an
example, this week, we have spoken with our year
10 boys several times about how unnecessary it is
for twelve of them to arrive at the toilet together!
If you could pick this up at home in a conversation,
I’d be very grateful for that continued level of
support.

My attempts to create a healthy and safe environ-
ment for all of our students remain steadfast.


https://www.gov.uk/alerts
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Police alert for parents Coronation plans
Drugs Awareness Message - We are getting excited at school with plans for
Neighbourhood Matters the coronation of King Charles III. Thanks to

West Mercia police want to raise awareness, par- Miss Bishop and Miss Buckthorp for making

ticularly if you are a parent or carer of children,  this happen. More details will follow.

of ‘cannabis edibles’ which are often packaged to ~ We are about to head well into the year 11 GCSE

appear like regular sweets and chocolate bars. season next week with Art exams and MFL
speaking exams. We wish our year 11s the best of

County lines luck.

gangs are using ; 3 - ) )

cannabis edibles T ! Year 11 Alternative Timetable

to exploit ,f,' ; For parents who are new to Alcester Academy,

children s o s ) : our year 11 Alternative Timetable starts on

5 ‘ Monday 15th May. Your child may incur some
additional lesson cover whilst subject specialists
lead key revision sessions prior to each GCSE
exam for our year 11 cohort. This is a commit-
spot thE} % T " oPC ment that we offer to each year 11 cohort.

difference

Could yougfgéh@

I think that covers everything for this week. I'm
sure that you will join with me in congratulating
Miss Burgess on her engagement over Easter.
This was lovely news to come back to. We also
wish Mr Moffatt the very best as he takes his pa-
ternity leave from Monday for two weeks. I hope
to show you an exciting photo with his news next
week!

Ear Piercings Kits
Please be aware of disposable ear - g
piercing kits available to buy on i Sarah Mellors—Headteacher
Amazon currently. These are not -

permitted items in school and will (]

be considered dangerous items if - &

seen, and confiscated. |

Wishing you all a lovely weekend ahead.

The Environment and Recycling Club have
organised a Bag2School collection for
Tuesday 25th April 2023.

A letter has gone out via email with full
details. Please send any unwanted clothes,
shoes and linens to school either on Monday
or Tuesday next week in a bin bag or other

suitable bag. Feel free to contact Mrs Farnell

for more information. Thank you!
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YE Finals at Alcester Academy

On Wednesday 4th May 2023 Young Enterprise
students representing schools from all over
Coventry and Warwickshire will compete at the
Young Enterprise Company of the Year 2023
County Finals at Alcester Academy. This is a
huge accolade for the Academy and we are de-
lighted to be hosting this prestigious event. The
winning team will then progress to the Region-
al Finals, and hopefully the National Finals
after that. Additional awards will also be pre-
sented. Mrs Mellors, is a great ambassador for
Young Enterprise as a member of their alumni!

These students are all taking part in Young
Enterprise which supports 14- to 19-year-olds
to set up and run their own business across one
academic year. This event at Alcester Academy
will give the students first-hand experience in
interview skills and presenting their business
ideas to a live audience. This is essential learn-
ing and confidence building as they work as a
team on the day. Last year Alcester Bee Collec-
tive had a successful year winning the award
for ‘Best Brand Image’. This year, Warwickshire
Whale Pod are hot on their heels having al-
ready scooped an award for ‘Best Customer
Service’ at the recent Young Enterprise Trade
Fair in Leamington Spa. We certainly wish
them luck in this next round!

On Friday 12th May we are very excited to be
welcoming Sharon Davies, the CEO of Young
Enterprise to Alcester Academy to meet with
this year’s team. As part of her visit, she will be
holding one of our famous ‘drop-in sessions’ for
students considering applying for the team next
year. Year 9 students only are therefore encour-
aged to register their interest in the Careers
Zone asap as part of the application process.
We feel very honoured that Sharon has accept-
ed our invitation to visit and look forward to
showcasing our Young Enterprise journey.
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Live Feedback

Form for
SEND

Add your voice to help influence the
development of services for children and
young people with special educational
needs and/or disabilities in Warwickshire

Progress starts with listening,
which aids understanding and
enables better solutions.

sEm Share your experiences here...

5 www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
* sendfamilyfeedback

For more information about the SEND Local offer visit:
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/send 3 @WarksLocalOffer

.
gﬁm @ e waae
Warwickshire
ot Wi | wARMICKSne

‘-’ NHS
] . c ?EI’L D Coventry and
Warwickshire FRIENDLY Warwickshire
County Council e Integrated Care Board
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Dates for your diary this half term

This list is not exhaustive.

Monday 24th April 2023—year 10 exams continue. 3:2 days.

Tuesday 25th — Friday 28th April 2023—year 11 GCSE Art exam.

Friday 28th April 2023—visit from Nadhim Zahawi.

Friday 28th April 2023—year 11 MFL GCSE Speaking exams begin.
Monday 1st May 2023—Bank holiday. School closed.

Wednesday 3rd May 2023—year 11 BTEC Sport exam.

Wednesday 3rd May 2023—Young Enterprise Final held at Alcester Academy.
Thursday 4th May 2023—year 8 Options Evening. Live in school at 6pm.
Monday 8th May 2023 —Bank holiday. School closed.

Wednesday 10th May 2023—year 10 SLD RAF.

Wednesday 10th May 2023—Paris trip meeting at 6-7pm in the hall.
Thursday 11th May 2023—year 9 SLD Working For Marcus.

Friday 12th May 2023—KS3/4 Bake Off preparation.

Monday 15th May 2023—alternative timetable begins for year 11s.
Saturday 20th May 2023—Food Festival. Bake Off Competition.

Monday 22nd May 2023—formal GCSE exams start in the hall. 3:2 days.
Monday 22nd May 2023—year 7 exam preparation week.

Thursday 25th May 2023—year 7 Parents’ Evening School Cloud (online).
Friday 26th May 2023—Paris Trip leaves.

Monday 5th June 2023—year 7 exams begin (in classrooms).

National Citizen Service for year 11s

The National Citizen Service (NCS) are offering the ‘AWAY FROM HOME
RESIDENTIAL EXPERIENCE’, in which will provide them with the opportunity to
embark on some new adventures with their friends, make new friends, develop

and strength their skills.

The NCS would like to invite all your year 11 parents and carers to their Virtual

Information Evening on 2"¢ May at 6pm to provide them with information about

NCS and their programmes! NCS not only encourage parents and carers to join,

but young people too.

Please see the Parent/Guardian Virtual Information Evening letter on the

Post-16 Google Classroom for further details. Code wauovgl.

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8386827736095406684

https://wearencs.com/
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Community Autism Support Service (CASS) across Coventry and Warwickshire

Residents in Coventry and Warwickshire who
may self-identify as autistic, those awaiting an
autism assessment and those with an autism di-
agnosis will now find more choice in emotional
and practical support.

Building on the familiar existing CASS
(Community Autism Support Service) offer, this
service will see new elements introduced as a re-
sult of feedback from families and coproduced
with local residents.

The service will also be easier to access using a
single ‘front door’ approach. This will mean that
residents can now access this all-age service
through a single phone number and dedicated
website.

The service draws on the collective strengths of
local organisations Coventry and Warwickshire
Mind and Act for Autism, working in a collabora-
tive partnership with Autism West Midlands.

First contact with CASS will be with the Naviga-
tion Service — a single phone number with a dedi-
cated support team, available Monday to Friday,
8am to 8pm. The team will help with emotional
support and, based on individual needs, then
signpost, provide information and, if required,
identify further personalised support, as follows:

Community Outreach service — an experi-
enced Coventry and Warwickshire-based team,
working with individuals to identify goals and
provide group, one-to-one and themed support for
children, young people and adults.

Peer mentoring service — available in the com-
ing months, this new element of CASS aims to
connect autistic individuals with trained peer
mentors, with their own lived-experience, helping
to support with daily routines, confidence build-
ing, and wellbeing support, exploring opportuni-
ties to engage in local activities and social and
community groups.

Training and education — a programme of
courses and webinars to suit all needs. Work-
shops, toolbox sessions and recorded materials
help build confidence and improve autism under-
standing. Drawing on lived-experience, all ses-
sions and courses provide effective and practical

Clear and timely support across Coventry
and Warwickshire

#$CASS

pport service

Aboutus Navigation Community outreach Peer mentoring Training Referrals FAQs

ek

Autism support for children, young people and adults
across Coventry and Warwickshire

support for day-to-day living, in the community,
in school, and in the workplace.

This service can be accessed by:

Calling a dedicated local-dial telephone support
line (024) 76 012333 — five days a week (Monday—
Friday), 8am—-8pm

Browsing the dedicated website
www.casspartnership.org.uk —

hosting information, guidance and signposting
links and online referral.

Emailing navigation@casspartnership.org.uk

The service aims to:

Improve the communities understanding of
neurodiversity and help those who are au-
tistic to understand themselves and to be
able to celebrate their differences, be their
authentic selves and flourish as individu-
als.

Support people to manage and thrive at
home, in education, in employment and in
the community.

. Help individuals understand their own
communication and interaction styles and
their sensory preferences.

. Help improve people’s self-esteem and con-
fidence, manage relationships and enjoy
day-to-day life.
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Support neurodivergent/autistic individuals e Provide resources and signpost to other com-
with managing symptoms of low to moderate munity-based support, as appropriate.
emotional wellbeing and mental health diffi- e Give particular support for transition-age
culties. young people, age 18-25 years.

Provide an environment where all aspects of

autism are recognised, accepted and respect- Dawn Preece

ed. Specialist Senior Educational Psychologist SEMH
Offer parent, family and carer support People Directorate

through peer activities.

SAVE THE DATE
SUNDAY 7™M OF MAY FROM
2P M-7TPM

BRING YOUR OWN TABLES
AND CHAIRS AND PICNIC IN
THE HIGH STREET

WHERE ELSE WOULD DO 1T
BETTER?
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THE TEXAN PEACOCKS
ALCESTER ROCK ACADEMY

Understanding and
10 et et Supporting Children Aged

addicted quickly. This then . >
mkes . mre it 0 e 12+ Years with Anxiety
stop. Quitting vaping when &
nicotine levels are high
result in withdrawal

symptoms of iritability, - 1 free online session

anxlousness and changes i

eos The following health concerns have been reported by Th u I'Sday 1 8th

young people - A cough, Dry Mouth, Shortness of breath

and Headaches. May 2023
As vaping is still relatively new there is little knowledge

call uson on the health concerns of those above are reported 12.30pm t0.‘2.30p m

01788 578 227 side effects and have no scientific evidence behind it
vAy
e ’ > a0, :
> Ru S E 43 SECE Recovery & Wellbeing ‘
Y g g

for help and advice

yet.
— ACADEMY

Enrol here: www.recoveryandwellbeing.co.uk/enrolment
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Easter House competition results

Thank you to those that entered our Easter House competition before half term. Yy R

Each entry has received a House point and congratulations to Oversley for the most ’M;;;;

entries! Results are as follows: &
\\ %ﬁi‘ir)

Billesley:

3rd = Olivia

2nd = Lily

1st = Lauren

Ragley:

3rd = Edward
2nd = Aimee-Lou
1st = Carlee

Greville:

3rd = Liv

2nd = Mia

1st = Brandon

Oversley:
3rd = Rosie
2nd = Faith
1st = Abi
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Congratulations to Carlee (8MA) in Ragley, who has won the competition overall. Her effort and
dedication to Ragley has been outstanding!

Extra curricular timetable for the Summer term

Extra curricular timetable starts next week. To sign up please follow this link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/18Z60vYk20DEvP3Ro80awR Fixs4P2km-ovNplbrVu9EY/edit

Activity Teacher Location Activity Teacher Location

History Film 3
Club Mr Rossiter H1

Acoustic Mr Badham Hut Ornithology
Music Tech ( Summer 1)
Group
Poetry Club Miss Bishop

Mr Hall

Art Club

Musical Theatre
Club
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Careers Drop-in Session—Formula 1 Mechanic

This week staff and students were excited to meet We are sincerely grateful to Elliot for giving up
Alcester Academy alumni student Elliot Parks at  his time before jetting off to Azerbaijan, followed
an Alcester Academy Careers drop-in session. by Miami on Monday. We wish the team every
Elliot left the Academy in 2008 and went on to success!

become the number 1 mechanic for Kevin Mag-

nussen’s car, as part of the Haas team’s fleet. These sessions are an integral part of Alcester
Academy’s career path and cannot happen with-

The students were in awe as Elliot recalled his out the support of our community. If you would

journey from Alcester to now travelling all over like to become involved and inspire our students

the world with his team. He was able to offer sup- please contact Miss Bartlett at

port and advice to students aspiring to follow in careerzone@alcesteracademy.org.uk.
his footsteps, as well as answering questions

about his current team and Formulal in general,

before having a tour of the school.
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Epraise Leaderboard—this week G

Top Students—this week: Top Staff—this week:

1 Maya 9S0 15 points 1 Mr Bastock 374 points
2 Aaron 9RO 13 points 2 Mr Rossiter 297 points
3 Evie 9PW 12 points 3 Miss Lewis 217 points
4 Elijjah 9SO 11 points 4 Mrs Kowal 175 points
4 Caja 9PW 11 points 5 Miss Burgess 138 points
4 Michael 9RO 11 points 6 Miss Home 129 points
4 Cian 9HL 11 points 7 Mrs Weatherley 127 points
8 Maecie 9SO 10 points 8 Miss Kavanagh 125 points
8 Jack 9HL 10 points 9 Mr Martin 123 points
8 Fabs 9AN 10 points 10 Miss Bishop 115 points
Top Tutor—this week: Top Subjects—this week:

1 9HL 152 points 1 Maths 615 points
2 9S50 147 points 2 History 415 points
3 11BR 137 points 3 English 266 points
4 9PW 134 points 4 Science 221 points
5 9AN 123 points 5 French 121 points
6 9RO 121 points 6 Ethics 108 points
7 8MO 113 points 7 Geography 71 points
8 7LE 94 points 8 IT 48 points
9 SMA 91 points 9 Theology 38 points
10 8BI 86 points 10 Media Studies 37 points

OO GESTOT At CECTEOTAC AN Y

Top House this week: Oversley

Top Epraise points this week:
Billesley and Greville — we have a tie!

Top students on Epraise this week:
Billesley — Maya (9S0)

Ragley — Aaron (9RO)

Greville — Evie (9PW)

Oversley — Michael (9RO)

Well done for a great week year 9!

Also, congratulations to Emma, Lilia, and Ellen in year 7 for reading half a million words.

Massive congratulations to Naomi and Freya for reaching a million. You have all received points for
your Houses.

Miss Lewis
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which
has clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of
children of compulsory school age are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular
basis. The Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children
must attend school on every day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child
who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are likely to be considered
as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.

Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil
Registration) (England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence,
the school are obliged to act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence
during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave
is granted, head teachers are able to determine the number of school days a child can be absent
for.

It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the
circumstances warrant the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence
requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent.

Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own
merits.

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be
required to be in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that
period, it will be recorded as an unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken
against the parent(s), by way of a Fixed Penalty Notice.

Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being
issued to the parent(s).

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the
Warwickshire Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council.

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for
example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120
each, totalling £240 for both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).

Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the
matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council's Legal Services to consider instigating
criminal proceedings under S444 Education Act 1996.

Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council's Code of
Conduct for Penalty Notices.

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire School pupils recorded 37,021 half day sessions of absence
due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring terms 2021/22.
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Attendance from 17.4.23—20.4.23 is 93%

Our school target is 96%

Today, the school is sending out an email to
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Please remember to communicate any concerns
you may have to either Mrs Taylor, Attendance
Officer: paulatayor@alcesteracademy.org.uk

or a member of staff in the LSU.

parents and carers showing attendance

percentages from September until Easter.

Thank you for your continued support.

Contact will then be made in the next week with ~ Mrs Taylor—Attendance Officer

parents, carers and students whose attendance is e
. . . |
below 93%, to identify any possible support we ‘1

can offer.

RTTENDANCE
_MATTERS |

Term Dates

SUMMER TERM 2023

May Bank Holiday
Bank Holiday

Half Term

Back to school
Summer Term ends
School closed

AUTUMN TERM 2023
School closed

Autumn Term begins
Years 7 and 11 only
Years 8, 9 and 10 only
All students back
School closed

Half term
Back to school
Autumn Term ends
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Monday 1st May 2023

Monday 8th May 2023

Monday 29th May — Friday 2rd June 2023
Monday 5th June 2023

Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm
Monday 24 & Tuesday 25" July 2023
Disaggregated teacher training days

Friday 1st September 2023

Disaggregated teacher training day
Monday 4 & Tuesday 5 September 2023
Teacher training days

Wednesday 6th September 2023

Thursday 7th September 2023

Friday 8tk September 2023

Friday 27" October 2023

Teacher training day

Monday 30tk October — Friday 34 November 2023
Monday 6t November 2023

Friday 22nd December 2023 at 12.40pm
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Vacancy—Teacher of KS3/4 English and KS4 Media

Starting September 2023

MPS/UPS TLR considered for the appropriate candidate
Part-time also considered
Closing Date: Wednesday 10th May at 12 noon Alcester

Academy

Interviews: Week commencing 15th May

A vacancy has arisen to become part of an outstanding English department within a high
performing and friendly school. Alcester Academy enjoys a strong reputation locally and

nationally as a result of our caring ethos and excellent academic performance.

The successful applicant will join an ambitious and thoroughly supportive teaching team
who work in collaboration with a highly successful English department. At Alcester Acade-
my, teachers enjoy the freedom to deploy their individual skills, and talents, whilst convey-
ing a passion for their subject and delivering

excellent outcomes.

The English department is proud of the progress that students make. A cohesive group of 6
teachers and one specialist teaching assistant and a team who have an established record of
excellent results. 2019 results far exceeded National Averages and the department has a
consistent and achievable target of 90%+ at grades 9-4, 70%+ at grades 9-5 and 40%+ at
grades 9-7. The English results in 2022 placed us within the top 25% of schools nationally,
with the school falling into the "well above” and "above average" P8 categories in whole

school, English, Maths, Ebacc and Science.

GCSE Media is taught very successfully within the English team and is a very popular op-
tion choice with students. We currently run this with WJEC. In 2022 PS8 for Media was
+0.42.

This is a permanent post (subject to a successful probation period). Applicants will be con-
sidered from all points of experience, including early career teachers. The Governors will

consider a TLR for the right candidate and/or a part-time timetable if desired. If you feel
that Alcester Academy could be for you, please contact the Subject Leader, Hayley Farnell,

for an informal discussion, or simply complete the application form.

More details regarding this post are available by emailing admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk.

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE
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Vacancy—Assistant Headteacher @

Scale: L11 - 15 Alcester

Academ
Closing date: Wednesday 3rd May at 12 noon d Y

Interview date: WC 8th May 2023
Starting: September 2023

Are you an ambitious senior leader looking for an Assistant Headteacher post in a school of
hard working and well-behaved students? Could you inspire a team of teachers determined
to deliver an engaging curriculum and secure the best possible outcomes for our committed
students? Are you a leader who will develop staff, including the leadership team, and help

them realise their own ambitions?

Alcester Academy is a high performing 11-16 school in the south of Warwickshire with 650

students on roll and a proven record of GCSE success.

The post holder will be expected to lead on:
° Teaching and learning pedagogy and research based development

o Senior Leadership of ECTs and ITT

° Progress (including data and pupil premium)
o Line Management of Specific Subject areas

o Internal exams

o Homework

o Whole School literacy and numeracy

° Extra-curricular and recovery learning

° Open Week and marketing of school events

o Staff Voice

Visits to the school are encouraged; please contact admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk to make

an appointment.
Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and

young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Enhanced DBS

disclosure is required for appointment to this post.

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE
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