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21st  July 2023 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Good afternoon parents and carers, 

  

Welcome to the end of term and the end of this 

academic year! I say that, but we are actually 

heading into some considerable works in school 

over the next few weeks with regard to Concero 

IT updates, site painting and printer and copier 

replacements! We’re moving into The Cloud, 

where ever that might be! The next few weeks 

are actually jam packed to also include welcom-

ing our year 6s for Summer School on Monday 

31st July for a week, and then heading into 

GCSE results day. Watch out for some progress 

updates on Twitter @AlcesterAcademy 

  

Today, we had a fun end of term concluding in 

the infamous SLT bingo with a few special 

guest appearances from other staff to! The stu-

dents actually ask us to do this now. I hope that 

you don’t mind that we take time out for this; it 

makes for some amazing memories and a lovely 

atmosphere across tutor groups. 

We have had a really 

lovely end of term 

week here. Things 

calmed down a little 

after last week’s busy 

celebration event and 

we have been speaking 

with the students 

about getting ready for 

next year. Here are a 

few more amazing im-

ages from last week’s 

rewards event.  

Thank you to Jack, former  

student for these fantastic  

photographs. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Eyes down for bingo! 

Mrs Woodman at the end 

of her Treasure Hunt! 
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Tenacity and Perseverance * Kindness and Compassion   

Achievement Awards 2023 
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Tenacity and Perseverance * Kindness and Compassion   

Curiosity and Creativity * Respect and Tolerance * Honesty and Integrity  
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Mrs Woodman with one of her Alcester  

Academy-themed leaving presents and  

Miss Burgess—bride-to-be!  

On Monday this week, we celebrated Diversity 

Day. Thank you for helping to raise £628.50 for 

Amnesty International. 

What does Amnesty stand for? 

Amnesty International UK work to protect people 

wherever justice, freedom, truth and dignity are 

denied. As a global movement of over ten million 

people, Amnesty International is the world's larg-

est grassroots human rights organisation. 

 

Amnesty investigate and expose abuses, educate 

and mobilise the public, and help transform socie-

ties to create a safer, more just world. They re-

ceived the Nobel Peace Prize for our life-saving 

work 

About Amnesty International UK | Amnesty In-

ternational UK 

 

 

 

Aladdin  
auditions 

The students 

and staff 

worked really 

hard over two 

days this week to secure roles in our next school 

production. I had the pleasure of watching all of 

the auditions this year from the comfort of my 

own sofa. Miss Sacco had kindly recorded each 

one. The standard was just amazing from every-

one. Miss Sacco and I then held a meeting to dis-

cuss the rigour of the process, the requirements of 

each role and how the cast had been selected. I’m 

looking forward to seeing this evolve now in the 

new term.  

 

Year 5 

We saw the last ses-

sion for our Most Able 

students this week in 

English. The students 

were working on 

some unseen poetry, 

as required at GCSE. 

It has been fantastic 

to see year 5 students 

and parents over the last few weeks. Thanks to 

those staff who have supported these sessions. 

 

Liv 

Please look out for dear Liv's plaque and com-

memorative hanging basket by Simply Fresh in 

Alcester. We remember Liv dearly every day and 

send our thoughts always to Sharon and Matt, 

her parents.  

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues/about-amnesty-international-uk
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues/about-amnesty-international-uk
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MFL 

I enjoyed judging the MFL  

French Mr Men book competi-

tion this week. The students 

had worked very hard on these 

and the winners are listed lat-

er on in the bulletin.  

Standards Assemblies 

The Senior Leadership Team have run Standards 

assemblies this week. We have taken time to up-

date the students on the staff that are leaving us 

this term, the uniform guidance in readiness for 

September and the attendance guidelines that 

have been issued, just this week, by the Education 

Secretary. 

 

Message from the Secretary of State for Education  

 

‘Those first days back really matter. Evidence from 

a recent Children’s Commissioner report showed 

that children who miss days 2, 3 and 4 of the new 

term for unauthorised reasons had a predicted 

overall absence of almost 45%, or 31 days across the 

term, compared to children who missed days near 

the end of term, with a predicted overall absence of 

20-30%.’ 

  

Air Ambulance 

Yesterday, our year 7s had a  

fascinating talk from the Air  

Ambulance team after our  

amazing recent fund raiser. Charley and Steve 

came in to talk to the year 7s about the day-to-day 

work of the service. It was absolutely fascinating. 

Steve is  a paramedic with the service, and Charley 

run the fund raising side of the charity.  

 

Congratulations D of E Silver—year 10 

Well done to year 10 who completed their Silver 

Award in Long Mynd this week. Thank you to  

Mrs Jones and Rezilient for this. 
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Epraise Winners—with their vouchers and gifts 
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Congratulations  

to Jessica, year 8 

for winning this  

fantastic trophy for 

most improved  

dancer last weekend. 

 

And finally, very well done to those year 7, 8 and 

9 students receiving some superb end of term re-

ports this week. It was a delight to sign so many 

letters of commendation. What a lovely end to the 

year. I’m very proud indeed. 

   

Thank you PTA 

Thank you to our amazing PTA for a fantastic 

fund raiser on Saturday at the Summer Bash. We 

also appreciate the support from the Scouts,  

Max D—DJ, Alcester Academy Rock Academy 

and the Texan Peacocks who all gave their time 

up willingly, and for no fee on Saturday. 

  

The tutor groups were all pivotal in helping us  

to raise funds as follows: 
 

7KA—£238.85 

7LE—£107.55 

7RA—£88.25 

7TN—£186.64 

7WI—£109.31 

8BI—£167.42 

8MA—£364.91 

8MO—£99.20 

8NE—£84.00 

8TY—£121.25  

TOTAL £1567.68 

  

This amount of money just came from an idea 

where I asked them all to make £10 grow! Wow! 

The participating students were well rewarded 

for their hard work and sheer energy. I’m very 

proud of them all. 

Huge thanks to all of the parents, Governors and 

staff who helped on the day too, with a special 

mention to Rachel, Clare, Paula and Gill for their 

hard work with everything this year. Also to  

Mr Millen, Mr Jones and Mr Martin too. We 

raised £3505.25 on Saturday. Thank you all from 

the bottom of my heart.  

 

We are ending the year on £5951 without any 

match funding in place. If you can match fund 

from your employer, do get in touch at 

Friends@alcesteracademy.org.uk. We are a  

registered charity as Friends of Alcester  

Academy. 

    

Thank you Marie Gould and her 
team—Educaterers 

Many thanks to our Canteen Manager and her 

team for ensuring that the students are fed and 

looked after each day. We wish you a wonderful 

break. 

  
Farewell staff 

On behalf of all of us, we wish those staff that are 

leaving Alcester Academy today the very best for 

their exciting futures ahead. I will introduce the 

new staff to you in September. 

  

And so to a period ahead of rest, reflection and 

recharging for everyone. I have had the pleasure 

of watching the Review of the Year with all  

students in assemblies this week. We have 

achieved some amazing things yet again this 

year, as a community. I am extremely proud of 

the students and their hard work. 

  

Thank you all as parents, carers and extended 

family members for everything that you have 

done to support us. I recognise that sometimes 

this might have meant have difficult conversa-

tions together for the benefit of the students.  

We simply could not do our job without your  

continued support. 

  

mailto:Friends@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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As always, the safeguarding details are on the school website  

home page for you all www.alcesteracademy.org.uk 

 

I am contactable in an emergency, if needed, via head@alcesteracademy.org.uk.  I do 

stress to only contact in an emergency please; I have been contacted over the sum-

mer break about teaching sets, lost PE kits, future leave of absence requests etc. 

Could I ask you to respect that staff are not emailed over their well-deserved holiday 

period. 

  

Here are emergency contact details for Warwickshire if required: 

 

https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/safeguarding-children 

 

If you have concerns that a child is suffering any form of abuse, neglect or cruelty  

contact the Warwickshire Children and Families Front Door (Front 

Door) immediately by calling 01926 414144. Lines are open Monday to Thursday 

8.30am - 5.30pm, Friday 8.30am - 5.00pm. 

 

If you need to get in touch out of usual office hours, please contact the Emergency  

Duty Team immediately by calling 01926 886922. 

 

If you think that a child is at immediate risk, contact the Police immediately by  

calling 999. 

Safeguarding over the summer holidays 

And finally, thank you to the whole staff for 

providing bountiful opportunities this year again; 

for their continued passion, commitment and en-

ergy. I wish everyone a super summer ahead. 

Stay safe. 

 

Safeguarding over the Summer 

Just a reminder about contact details in an  

emergency over the summer. Please see the  

information below.  

 

Return dates 

Autumn Term begins: 

Years 7 and 11 only—Wednesday 6th September 

2023 

Years 8, 9 and 10 only—Thursday 7th September 

2023 

All students back—Friday 8th September 2023. 

All that remains for now is to wish you the  

loveliest summer from all the Alcester Academy 

staff and Governors. Please stay safe and relax. 

I’m very excited to see the children refreshed and 

ready to get going again in September. 

 

Very best wishes.   

 

Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher 

  

http://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:head@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/safeguarding-children
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SUMMER TERM 2023  

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2023 

School closed   Friday 1st September 2023  

     Disaggregated teacher training day 

     Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th September 2023 

     Teacher training days 

 

Autumn Term begins 

Years 7 and 11 only  Wednesday 6th September 2023 

Years 8, 9 and 10 only  Thursday 7th September 2023 

All students back   Friday 8th September 2023 

School closed   Friday 27th October 2023  

     Teacher training day 

Half term    Monday 30th October – Friday 3rd November 2023 

Back to school   Monday 6th November 2023 

Autumn Term ends  Friday 22nd December 2023 at 12.40pm 

 

SPRING TERM 2024 

School closed   Monday 8th January 2024 

     Teacher training day 

Spring Term begins  Tuesday 9th January 2024 

Half Term     Monday 12th – Friday 16th February 2024 

Back to school   Monday 19th February 2024 

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 22nd March 2024 at 12.40pm 

Term Dates 

Would you like to join our governing body?  

If you are interested in becoming a parent governor, please speak to  

Mrs Mellors or the Chair, Mike Dean.  

Alternatively, please email: head@alcesteracademy.org.uk or 

mikedean@alcesteracademy.org.uk  

We are particularly looking for expertise in finance or law.  

mailto:head@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:mikedean@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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On Monday 17th July, Alcester Academy celebrat-

ed its first Diversity Day. The usual timetable was 

suspended and students explored the importance 

of diversity within our school, the UK and the 

world beyond. Each curriculum area chose a specif-

ic characteristic to look at and students explored 

these through a variety of fun and active lessons.  

 

In English, students explored the representation of 

women in the media and literature, and how this 

representation has changed over time. In geogra-

phy and MFL students learnt more about the Jap-

anese and Polish cultures through emersion les-

sons. Maths explored the rich poor divide within 

the world and looked at the inequalities in natural 

resource distribution.   

 

Music and Performing Arts students looked at race 

in the music and creative arts industry, and heard 

accounts from black artists from the music indus-

try and how they feel they had been treated differ-

ently. In friendship club students made some neu-

rodiversity bracelets. History looked at some inspi-

rational people that have achieved amazing things 

despite their disability, including Helen Keller, 

Stephen Hawking and Bethany Hamilton.  

 

In statistics/further maths students found out 

about the diversity within the team who cracked 

the enigma code at Bletchley Park. Science stu-

dents learnt about a blind professor who studies 

fossils by touch and Rose Aisling Ellis, exploring 

what it is like to be deaf. This is just a sample of 

the many engaging activities that happened 

throughout the day. Not least, the painting of our 

Pride Bench to celebrate diversity in a lasting and 

meaningful way.  

 

Finally, we raised £628 from the day which we are 

donating to Amnesty International.  

 

Thank you so much to everyone who supported the 

day through donations, putting on activities, or 

just taking part. It was such a great opportunity to 

open our students’ minds to ideas they may not 

have considered before.  

Diversity Day 2023  
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Eighteen year 10 students headed up to the Long 

Mynd in Shropshire for their assessed expedition 

this week. They travelled up on the coach early 

Tuesday morning and were dropped off at their 

start points. From there they walked with all 

their equipment, food and tents for between 17-

19km each day over the Shropshire Hills camping 

Tuesday night in Hamperley and Wednesday 

night in Ratlinghope, finishing on Thursday at 

Cardingmill Valley.  

 

The groups have shown true grit and determina-

tion as we had some extremely challenging wet 

weather and some very large hills. They bonded  

 

 

 

with new teammates and even had a friendly 

game of cricket with another school from Chesh-

ire who were also doing DofE.  

 

These students were an absolute pleasure to take 

away, they worked so hard and all completed and 

passed their expeditions. We were supported by 

the team from Rezilient who were amazing. They 

were incredibly supportive, kind and calm with 

our students and encouraged them to overcome 

any barriers to enable them to achieve their 

goals. Well done everyone. 

Mrs Jones 

D of E Silver complete their  
assessed expedition in Long Mynd 
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The MFL faculty would like to offer all year 7  

and 8 students the opportunity to take part in a  

languages challenge.  

 

Further information about this has been posted on 

your Google Classrooms. Any completed work 

please bring to Mrs Weatherley in September.  

 

Certificates will be awarded. The work can be  

completed in ANY language other than English!  

 

 

Language Immersion Challenge 

  

This programme is open to all students  

from years 7 to 13. 

 

Participants will be awarded 

Gold, Silver or Bronze certificates, depending 

on the number of challenges they complete  

(plus, a brand new advanced challenge to re-

ceive a Platinum Certificate for years 10 - 13) 

 

Bronze Certificate = 4 challenges completed 

 

Silver Certificate = 8 challenges completed 

 

Gold Certificate = 12 or more challenges  

completed 

 

Platinum Certificate = For years 10 - 13:  

Completed Gold Certificate + the Advanced 

Challenges 

 

MFL summer challenge—years 7 and 8 
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Keep reading over the summer.  

Take a photo of yourself reading 

over the summer… 

it doesn't have to be on a beach,  

just wherever you are reading! 

 

Print it off, write your name and tutor on the 

back and post it into the entry box in the LRC  

in September, or email it to  

library@alcesteracademy.org.uk,  

for a chance to win a £10 book token.   

 

*  ENTRIES WILL BE CHECKED FOR AUTHENTICITY 

AND A WINNER WILL BE CHOSEN BY DRAWING ONE 

RANDOMLY FROM THE BOX.   

Mrs Hands 

Alcester Academy LRC has registered to take 

part in the First News Education Summer  

Reading Scheme, to help our students combat 

reading loss this summer. 

See below for instructions on what you'll need to 

do, to access your child's free two-month digital 

subscription. 

LRC Summer Competition 

First News Education Summer Reading Scheme 

mailto:library@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Epraise Winners—this year 

 

Top Students—this year: 

1 Hester  7LE 383 points 

2 Skye   8BI 365 points 

3 Skye  8NE 358 points 

4 Luke   11BR 355 points 

5 Amelia  7LE 352 points 

6 Jasmine  7KA 351 points 

7 Harry  7LE 350 points 

8 Felicity 7KA 342 points 

9 Dexter  7WI 339 points 

10 Benjamin  7LE 333 points 

 

Top Tutor—this year: 

1 7LE  7,626 points 

2 11BR  6,863 points 

3 7KA  6,351 points 

4 7WI  6,276 points 

5 8MO  6,113 points 

6 7RA  6,047 points 

7 7TN  5,940 points 

8 9HL  5,290 points 

9 9SO  5,269 points 

10 8MA  5,216 points 

Top Staff—this year: 

1 Mr Rossiter  10,406 points 

2 Mr Martin  9,372 points 

3 Mrs Weatherley 8,677 points 

4 Mr Bastock  8,539 points 

5 Mr Yarrington 7,843 points 

6 Miss Lewis  7,064 points 

7 Miss Burgess  6,537 points 

8 Mr Bowater  6,462 points 

9 Mrs Stedman  5,547 points 

10 Miss Home  4,792 points 

 

Top Subjects—this year: 

1 Maths   17,669 points 

2 Science  17,108 points 

3 History  15,232 points 

4 Geography  12,724 points 

5 English  10,558 points 

6 French  8,899 points 

7 Art   7,560 points 

8 IT   6,101 points 

9 PE   2,054 points 

10 German  1,812 points 

This week's top tutor groups:  

7RA—96.6% 

8BI—96.5% 

9PW—98.2%  

10YA—93% 

  

Top House—Greville—93.3% 

Thank you for all your support  
this year.  

Best wishes  

Mrs Hatcher 

Attendance  
Officer 

 
 

Attendance News 
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Congratulations to the year 7 winners of the 

French Mr Men book competition.  

 

Our overall winner,  

selected by Madame Mellors was  

Poppy with her booklet  

M.Sportif - Mr Sporty.  

 

It was a very difficult decision.  

The runners up are listed below  

and all will receive a small prize and certificate. 

Harry—M. Riche 

Ava—M.Intelligent 

Grace—Mlle. Météo 

Lolli—M. Malchance—Mr Unlucky 

Felicity—Mme. Tournesol—Miss Sunflower 

Freya—Mme. Etrange—Miss Strange 

Jasmine—Mme. Fete—Miss Party 

Lilia—Mlles. Jumelles—Little miss Twins 

Jess—Mlle. Mellors—Little Miss Mellors 

 

Great work! Mrs Weatherley 

MFL Competition Winners  
M. Sportif 
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I very much appreciate all the help that the stu-

dents librarians give in the LRC, and so to thank 

them we had a little end of term student librarian 

get together on Thursday lunchtime, last week. 

We also celebrated with Jess on achieving her 

School Library Association Gold Award, which 

Mrs Mellors presented to her. 

 
 

And just in case you are not on  
Twitter (@AA_LRC_Library) or Instagram (aa_lrc),  

here are some of our wonderful  
Accelerated Reader word millionaires from this year… 

End of year LRC News 
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Loans by gender Loans by year group 

Thank you to everybody that has supported the library this year. 

Mrs Hands 

AR and Library Statistics for 2023-23 
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Research shows that children who read four or 

more books over the summer are better pre-

pared for the coming school year and do not go 

down the ‘summer slide’—the loss of reading 

and learning skills during the summer break. 

Reading over the summer months really does 

make a difference to your child’s learning. If you 

are wondering what to read over the summer, 

here are some great ideas that I got from 

https://www.waterstones.com/ website.  

You may be able to borrow some of them free, as 

eBooks from 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries or, 

keep it local and buy from independent shops 

using https://www.hive.co.uk/ 

https://www.waterstones.com/
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries
https://www.hive.co.uk/
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At Alcester Academy we are proud of our stand-

ards of school uniform, that are the result of a high 

degree of co-operation between parents/carers, stu-

dents and the school. 

 

We are firm believers in a school uniform that is 

properly and consistently worn. We believe that 

this helps young people to develop a real pride in 

themselves and their school and to look smart 

helps them to think smart too. Uniform helps stu-

dents to feel part of our community, and makes the 

point that there is no discrimination. It sets a 

standard which supports our expectations of work 

and behaviour. We find it helps maintain the right 

environment for learning. 

 

All students wear their uniform both in school and 

when representing the school at events or on vis-

its. When the students are travelling to and from 

school in the community we expect that the same 

high uniform expectations are met with the stu-

dents wearing the uniform with pride and role 

modelling our beliefs. Outdoor coats may be worn 

over, but not instead of, blazers which are compul-

sory. In this respect we expect no less from our 

students than an employer would expect of their 

employees. 

 

We recommend that name tapes should be put into 

all garments. 

  

If students attend school dressed inappropriately, 

we reserve the right to place students in isolation 

until the issue has been rectified and our expecta-

tions have been met. 

• Black blazer with silver/grey pip-

ing displaying school badge and 

logo 

• Optional Black v-neck jumper (to 

be worn under the blazer) with 

silver/grey piping displaying 

school badge and logo 

• Mid grey skirt (drop pleats) dis-

playing school badge 

• Mid grey tailored trousers (boys 

and girls) 

• Mid grey tailored shorts (boys 

and girls) can be worn as an 

alternative to trousers/skirts for 

the summer term. Shorts must 

be of a ‘tailored’ fit. They must 

not have ‘combat/cargo’ style 

external pockets. They must be 

of the same material and colour 

(grey) as the regular school trou-

sers.  

• Light blue shirt 

• School tie 

• Boys socks – black or dark grey only. 

(No trainer type or below ankle socks 

allowed). 

• Girls socks – black, grey or white socks 

must sit above the ankle and below the 

knee. No over the knee socks are  

allowed. 

• Tights – plain (not patterned) in black 60 

denier+ 

• Appropriate shoes – those that can be  

polished, they must be black in colour. 

Uniform at Alcester Academy 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/life-at-alcester-academy/uniform 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/life-at-alcester-academy/uniform
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