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22nd May 2026 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dear parents and carers, 

   

Good afternoon. I’m certain 

that you’ll agree, it is lovely 

to see the warmer weather 

creeping back in time for 

half term. 

 

In the very early hours of 

this morning, the Paris trip 

departed. Keep an eye on X 

for exciting updates. We wish everyone a bon 

voyage. I was very excited to see the weather 

forecast for Paris this weekend. 

This week, our year 9s visited Leicester in or-

der to experience several places of worship for 

their equality, diversity and inclusion (EDI) 

trip. Visits included essential life learning 

about a Gurdwara, Mandir, Catholic Church 

and Mosque.   

 

Thanks to our long-standing Governor, Mrs 

Carole Hodgetts for accompanying this trip.  

I was pleased to receive such positive reports 

about the respect and interest shown by the 

students throughout the day. Year 8 historians 

experienced an absolutely fantastic AI holo-

caust memorial workshop on Wednesday also.  

 

In other events, Miss Home led whole school 

assembly around numeracy week, and  

Mr Cooke spoke to the year 7s specifically 

about assessment and academic progress at 

school. Today, we held the inter House charity 

coin race in a conclusion to a brilliant half term 

of opportunities for our young people!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent Communication 

Thank you to so many parents/carers who sent 

kind words of support following my recent com-

munication about the anti-social behaviour in 

the community that is being reported. As a 

staff, we all appreciate this very much indeed. 

Please remain vigilant over half term, and stay 

in touch if you see or hear of any concerns. 

 

What’s inside this week... 

Page 4  Places of Peace Trip—Year 9  

Page 6  Testimony 360—Year 8 Experience 

Page 14 Sports News 
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Interestingly, a Youth Justice Overhaul was pub-

lished on Monday this week Youth Justice over-

haul to keep streets safer - GOV.UK. 

 

 In summary, it covers the following areas: 

• Landmark reforms will intervene earlier 

and stop more young people falling into 

crime. 

• Parents and carers to face tougher  

accountability when children offend. 

• New youth intervention courts to  

tackle repeat offenders. 

• Part of Government action to cut crime and 

create safer streets. Obviously, this does 

not apply to the majority of our students, 

thankfully. 

 

Alcester Bake Off 

Huge congratulations to our young bakers for 

their hard work at the Food Festival in Alcester 

last weekend. I am so proud of everyone. Well 

done especially to Erin, year 9 Billesley for her 

overall success taking first prize for KS4 entries 

across three Alcester schools! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 Maths School 

The maths team are in school on Wednesday 27th 

May for year 11 revision. 10-12 noon. Invitations 

have been sent out to parents. 

 

Open Swimming 

Do talk to your child/ren about the dangers in-

volved with open water swimming as we experi-

ence this warmer weather over half term. Thank 

you. 

 

Safeguarding over half term 

If you have concerns that a child is suffering any 

form of abuse, neglect or cruelty contact 

the Warwickshire Children and Families Family 

Connect immediately by calling 01926 414144.  

 

Lines are open Monday to Thursday 8.30am – 

5.30pm, Friday 8.30am – 5.00pm. 

 

If you need to get in touch out of usual office 

hours, please contact the Emergency Duty 

Team immediately by calling 01926 886922. 

 

If you think that a child is at immediate risk,  

contact the Police immediately by calling 999. 

 

Phone Calls  

Please note that calls in to, and out of school are 

now recorded. Thank you.  

 

 

 

SEND  
New sources of potential support 

Have you seen the new Warwickshire ADHD and 

Autism webpage?  

ADHD and Autism - Happy Healthy Lives 

Support for families awaiting an ADHD diagno-

sis  

Support available for families awaiting ADHD 

assessments in Warwickshire  - Warwickshire 

County Council 

Autism Central  

Autism Central - England's Peer Education Pro-

gramme | Autism Central 

Support for families with children with autism  

Social - Community Autism Support Service 

CASS 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/youth-justice-overhaul-to-keep-streets-safer?utm_source=Dynamics%20365%20Customer%20Insights%20-%20Journeys&utm_medium=email&utm_term=N%2FA&utm_campaign=ASCL%20Briefing%3A%2019%20May%202026&utm_content=ASCL%20Briefing%3A%25
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/youth-justice-overhaul-to-keep-streets-safer?utm_source=Dynamics%20365%20Customer%20Insights%20-%20Journeys&utm_medium=email&utm_term=N%2FA&utm_campaign=ASCL%20Briefing%3A%2019%20May%202026&utm_content=ASCL%20Briefing%3A%25
https://www.happyhealthylives.uk/services-programmes/adhd-and-autism/
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7628/support-available-for-families-awaiting-adhd-assessments-in-warwickshire-
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7628/support-available-for-families-awaiting-adhd-assessments-in-warwickshire-
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7628/support-available-for-families-awaiting-adhd-assessments-in-warwickshire-
https://www.autismcentral.nhs.uk/
https://www.autismcentral.nhs.uk/
https://casspartnership.org.uk/children/social/
https://casspartnership.org.uk/children/social/
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Mental Health Support 

counselling – Parenting Project Free Counselling 

Mental health crisis support  

24/7 Mental Health Crisis Text Support Launches 

in Coventry and Warwickshire | News | Coventry 

and Warwickshire Partnership NHS Trust 

Support for people and families affected by demen-

tia - Warwickshire County Council 

  

Access arrangements for exams 

We are receiving a growing number of requests for 

children to have extra support directly before exam 

periods start in school. I refer to readers, scribes, 

laptops or extra time, as just some examples.  

 

The JCQ guidance for allowing students to have 

support for external exams such as GCSEs has 

changed considerably this year. Unless your child 

has had support as a normal way of working 

throughout the school, we are unable to grant  

additional access at GCSE time. Children are  

required to be assessed for their needs in school by 

a qualified specialist teacher. The growing number 

of children in school with identified needs means 

that this assessment has to be carefully planned in 

advance and we cannot instantly apply access  

arrangements to students, I’m afraid. 

  

Future parent/carer bulletins 

After half term will write to you directly with any 

crucial parent/carer updates. After reporting that 

our administrator Miss Emma Home is leaving, in 

last week’s edition, this will give our new weekly  

bulletin editor some time to get used to their staff 

role within the school. Bear with us for a few 

weeks until we can resume the usual circular. 

Thank you. 

 

Thank you Rock Academy   

Congratulations to our musicians for supporting 

Lazy 50 on Wednesday at the Greig Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D of E News 

Congratulations to Miss Buckthorp, Assistant 

Headteacher who was invited to Buckingham  

Palace this week for recognition of her services to 

DofE. 

 

Finally, we break up today for a week and all stu-

dents will return to school on Monday 1st June. I’ll 

update you after the holiday with regard to some 

key dates and events for next half term. June be-

gins our PRIDE celebrations. Year 10s will have 

their summer exam period and therefore will re-

turn to their exam focus week directly after the 

holiday. They will have a preparation assembly in 

the first week back, and they have all received 

their exam timetable. 

  

I’m sure that you’ll join with me in wishing the 

year 9s a wonderful residential trip to Newquay 

when we return to school, too. Stay safe everyone 

and keep the sunshine coming our way. 

  

For now, can I wish you all a relaxing bank holiday 

and a great week ahead. Thank you for your  

continued support. 

  

Best wishes, Sarah Mellors—Headteacher 

  

Today, we held the inter House charity coin race.   

 

1st Billesley House 

2nd Greville House 

3rd Oversley House 

4th Ragley House 

 

Well done to everyone who took part and helped 

support a great cause!  

And news of our  

Eco Schools status 

has been shared on 

page 6! 

https://parentingproject.org.uk/services/counselling/
https://www.covwarkpt.nhs.uk/news/247-mental-health-crisis-text-support-launches-in-coventry-and-warwickshire-4968/
https://www.covwarkpt.nhs.uk/news/247-mental-health-crisis-text-support-launches-in-coventry-and-warwickshire-4968/
https://www.covwarkpt.nhs.uk/news/247-mental-health-crisis-text-support-launches-in-coventry-and-warwickshire-4968/
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7642/support-for-people-and-families-affected-by-dementia
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7642/support-for-people-and-families-affected-by-dementia
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The Places of Peace trip was a great cultural  

experience for year 9 students. During the day, 

we visited a Mandir, a Gurdwara and a Jamat-

khana in Leicester to learn about different  

religions, beliefs and ways of worship.  

 

At the Mandir, we learned about Hinduism and 

saw beautiful statues, decorations and prayer  

areas. The atmosphere was calm and welcoming, 

and we had the chance to speak with a Hindu 

faith practitioner who explained the importance 

of worship and daily life in Hindu culture. 

 

Next, we visited the Gurdwara 

where we learned about Sikhi 

and the values of equality, 

kindness and service. Covering 

our heads and removing our 

shoes showed respect for Sikh 

traditions. Everyone was very 

friendly, and it was interesting 

to hear about the community 

spirit within the Gurdwara 

 

Finally, we visited the Jamat-

khana to learn about Islam and 

Muslim ways of worship and 

living. We discovered how im-

portant peace, prayer and com-

munity are within the faith.  

 

Overall, the trip was an excel-

lent opportunity for cultural 

development. It helped us un-

derstand and respect different 

religions and traditions while 

encouraging tolerance and uni-

ty between communities. 

 

Miss Bishop 

 

Places of Peace Trip—Year 9  
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Year 8 recently took part in the Testimony 

360 programme, an interactive learning experi-

ence that teaches students about the Holocaust 

through virtual reality and survivor testimony. 

The experience allowed students to listen to real 

stories from Holocaust survivors and gain a deep-

er understanding of the impact of discrimination, 

prejudice and hatred. 

 

The session was both emotional and educational, 

helping students connect with history in a power-

ful and meaningful way. By hearing personal ex-

periences, students developed empathy and re-

flected on the importance of respect, tolerance 

and standing up against injustice. 

 

Overall, Testimony 360 was a valuable opportuni-

ty for year 8 students to learn about an important 

part of history while developing their awareness 

of human rights, diversity and the importance of 

remembering the past to build a better future. 

 

Miss Bishop 

Testimony 360—Year 8 Experience 

We are absolutely thrilled to announce that our 

school has officially been awarded the prestigious 

Eco-Schools Green Flag with Distinction!  

 

This incredible achievement is a testament to the 

dedication of our student Sustainability  

Ambassadors, who have led the charge on bril-

liant eco-initiatives throughout the year. Of 

course, a huge thank you goes out to the entire 

school community—students, parents, and staff 

alike—whose collective efforts in recycling, energy 

saving, and biodiversity made this top-tier recog-

nition possible. Together, we aren't just talking 

about a greener future; we are actively building 

one. Keep up the amazing work, everyone! 

 

Miss Nemeshanyi 

Alcester Academy is an Eco-Schools Green Flag Provider, with Distinction! 
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SUMMER TERM 2026 

Half Term     Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 2026 

Back to school   Monday 1 June 2026    

Summer Term ends  Friday 17 July 2026 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Monday 20 July 2026—Teacher training day 

AUTUMN TERM 2026 

School closed    Tuesday 1 September—Teacher training day 

Autumn Term begins  Years 7 and 11 only Wednesday 2 September  

     Years 8, 9 and 10 only Thursday 3 September  

All students back   Friday 4 September 2026 

Half term     Monday 26 – Friday 30 October 2026 

Back to school    Monday 2 November 2026 

Autumn Term ends   Thursday 17 December 2026 at 12.40pm 

School closed    Friday 18th December 2026—Teacher training day 

Alcester Academy Term Dates 
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So far this year, we are celebrating ten word-

millionaires! Each of these dedicated readers has 

received a certificate, a badge and a USB Book 

Light in recognition of their fantastic achieve-

ment. 
 

Congratulations to Lola, 

Amelia and Ryan (Greville), 

Fionn (Ragley), Jackson, 

Daniel, Lucy and Leela 

(Billesley), and Molly and 

Nora (Oversley). 

 

Hot on their heels are 19 half-million-word  

readers—will any of them reach a million by the 

end of the year? 

 

Warwickshire Secondary Book Award 
2026 

Some of our year 7 and 8 students have been ea-

gerly reading and engaging in activities centred 

around six shortlisted books for the Warwickshire 

Secondary Book Award, organised by the School 

Library Service. In April, they cast their votes for 

their favourite titles, and then attended the War-

wickshire Book Award Final at King’s High 

School, Warwick.  

 

Four of the shortlisted authors were present, giv-

ing students the exciting opportunity to meet 

them, get books signed, and take photos. With 

over 20 schools from the Warwickshire area par-

ticipating, the students selected Shrapnel Boys by 

Jenny Pearson as their overall favourite. 

 

We were also thrilled to celebrate a competition 

winner! Amelia (Greville) won a prize for her  

outstanding drawing of a scene from one of the 

shortlisted books. She used her creativity to illus-

trate her vision of The Deadsoul Project, impress-

ing the judges with her fantastic artwork. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The full list of shortlisted books for the 2026 

award were: Shrapnel Boys by Jenny Pearson, 

The Deadsoul Project by Dan Smith, On the Wall 

by Anne Fine, The Line They Drew Through Us by 

Hiba Noor Khan, The Twelve by Liz Hyder and 

Stealing Happy by Brian Conaghan. 

 

Our dedicated student  

librarians generously  

volunteer their time to 

assist in the library dur-

ing break and lunch. 

Through their efforts, they 

develop valuable new 

skills and work towards 

various levels of student 

librarian certification.  

 

This term, Amelia 

(Billesley) Jasmine 

(Ragley) and Hester (Greville) earned the prestig-

ious Gold Student Librarian Award, while Lydia 

(Billesley) and Lily (Oversley) achieved Silver Stu-

dent Librarian Awards. Frankie (Ragley) achieved 

her first award. Congratulations to all of them! 

 

LRC News  
Accelerated Reading 

Student Librarian News 
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Library Loans 

Students are automati-

cally enrolled as mem-

bers of the school library 

when they join the 

Academy. Our library 

operates similarly to a 

public library, offering a wide selection of books for 

students to borrow. The standard loan period is 

three weeks, after which students must return 

their books or request an extension. Unfortunately, 

some students have been forgetting to return their 

books this year. As of today there are 68 overdue 

library books! Please support the library by encour-

aging your children to read and reminding them to 

return their books on time, ensuring all students 

have access to the library’s resources. Thank you 

for your cooperation!  

 

Social media accounts 

The LRC has its own X account: 

@AA_LRC_Library 

 

and Instagram account:  

aa_lrc, please follow us for all our latest news. 

 

For students there is the LRC Google Classroom – 

dt6iw3u 

 

Mrs Hands—LRC Manager 
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Teacher of Science (ability to teach KS3/4 Biology, Chemistry and Physics) 

 

A vacancy has arisen to become part of an outstanding science department within a high 

performing and friendly school. Alcester Academy enjoys a strong reputation locally and 

nationally as a result of our caring ethos and excellent academic performance.  

 

The successful applicant will join an ambitious and supportive science team as maternity 

cover. At Alcester Academy, teachers enjoy the freedom to deploy their individual skills, 

and talents, whilst conveying a passion for their subject and delivering excellent outcomes.  

 

The school supports an EAP and has just had newly updated labs. The science department 

is proud of the progress that students make. As a team, we have an established  

record of excellent results; in 2025 results far exceeded National Averages: Indicative P8 

for the whole school was +0.77. Combined science results were: 4+76% and 5+ 58%. 

 

Application Process 

To apply for this role, please complete a standard Alcester Academy application form which 

can be found on our website www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies. 

Please be succinct and concise using Arial 12 font. A written statement in support of your 

application will be accepted but we do not consider CVs. 

 

The deadline for applications is Thursday 25th June 2026 at 12 noon 

Interviews will take place week of  29th June 2026 

Starting: October 2026. 

 

Applications are reviewed on a rolling basis and we reserve the right to close the  

advertisement early once a suitable candidate has been found.  

 

If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy or wish to visit the school, please con-

tact admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. We look forward to receiving your application. 

 

Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 

young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Enhanced DBS 

disclosure is required for appointment to this post. For shortlisted candidates, please be 

aware that online searches may be done as part of due diligence check. 

Science Teacher—Maternity Cover  

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

Salary: TMS 

Location: Alcester, Warwickshire 

Contract Type: Full Time 

Contract Term: Temporary (maternity cover) 

Required: From October 2026 to Summer 2027 Date TBC 

http://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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A vacancy has arisen to become part of an outstanding English department within a high 

performing and friendly school. Alcester Academy enjoys a strong reputation locally and 

nationally as a result of our caring ethos and excellent academic performance.  

 

The successful applicant will join an ambitious and thoroughly supportive teaching team 

who work in collaboration with a highly successful English department. At Alcester  

Academy, teachers enjoy the freedom to deploy their individual skills, and talents, whilst 

conveying a passion for their subject and delivering excellent outcomes.   

 

The English department is proud of the progress that students make.  

 

Applicants will be considered from all points of experience, including early career teachers. 

This is a temporary post covering a maternity leave  

 

The successful applicant will be an outstanding classroom practitioner. We are particularly 

interested in candidates who revel in promoting a real interest in history.  

 

If you feel that Alcester Academy could be for you, please contact the Subject Leader,  

Vicki McCracken, for an informal discussion, or simply complete the application form. 

 

More details regarding this post and an application pack is available by emailing:  

admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk, or by visiting the Alcester Academy website. 

 

Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 

young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Enhanced DBS 

disclosure is required for appointment to this post. 

Teacher of English—Maternity Cover 

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

KS3 and KS4 English  

Closing date: Thursday 25th June 2026 12 noon 

Interview date: Week of 29th June 2026 

Starting: October 2026 

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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Positive Points Leaderboard 

15th May—21st May 2026 

Top Students: 

1  Sophie 7RA Billesley 10 points 

1 Sophia 8BW Oversley 10 points 

1 Madeleine 7PA Billesley 10 points 

4 Jess  7LX Billesley 9 points 

4 Daisy ` 7PA Ragley 9 points 

4 Matilda 10YA Ragley 9 points 

 

Top Tutor: 

1 7RA  109 points 

2 7WI  107 points 

3 8SA  104points 

4  8RW  103 points 

 

Top Staff: 

1 Mr Hall   383 points 

2 Mr Yarrington  286 points 

3 Miss Gruszczynska  248 points 
  

Top Subjects: 

1 English 283 points 

2 Science 224 points 

3 German 168 points 

  

Top House: 

1 Billesley 415 points 

2 Ragley 413 points 

3 Oversley 407 points 

4 Greville 402 points 
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Top Tutors attendance this 
week:  

9AN with 97.6% attendance 

8RW with 95.8% attendance 

8BW with 94.8% attendance 

10GA with 94.8% attendance 

 

Attendance Updates 

If your child will be absent from school, please  

notify our Attendance Officer, Ms Louise Hatcher, 

with the reason before 8.50am each day.  

You can do this via: 

 

 MCAS App—medical appointments  

and absences can be reported  

through the app 

 SchoolComms 

 Phone: 01789 762285 

 Email: 

louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

 

We kindly ask parents and carers to remind stu-

dents who are leaving for appointments during the 

school day to come to the office a few minutes early 

so they can sign out promptly. Thank you for your 

cooperation. 

 

Ms Louise Hatcher—Attendance Officer 

Academic attainment  

High attendance is directly linked to better results. 

Primary students with 95–100% attendance have 

30% higher odds of reaching expected standards in 

reading, writing, and maths, with even higher im-

pact in secondary school. 

 

Preventing Persistent Absence 

Anything below 95% is considered "not good 

enough" and may require intervention. Dropping 

below 90% is classified as persistent absence, limit-

ing a child's chance of success. 

 

Cumulative loss of learning 

95% attendance means missing about 9-10 days 

per academic year. While this is the acceptable 

standard, any further absences drastically reduce 

the chances of reaching target grades. 

 

 

Future earnings and opportunities 

Missing school affects long-term prospects. Persis-

tently absent secondary pupils could earn £10,000 

less at age 28 compared to those with near-perfect 

attendance. 

 

Social development 

Regular attendance helps students build lasting 

friendships, confidence with peers, and familiarity 

with routines. 

 

If your child is struggling to be in school regularly, 

please take time to talk to them over the Easter 

break and see what barriers they feel are impact-

ing them. We hold regular support meetings with 

parents and students to look at the support availa-

ble to ensure regular attendance. 

 

Ms Louise Hatcher—Attendance Officer 

Key reasons why 95% attendance is important to Alcester Academy 
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Student Spotlight 

Poppy, year 8 - Ragley (Tennis) 

Good luck to Poppy in year 8 who has qualified for 

the U14 Grade 1 Nationals, which will be held in 

Cheltenham over May half-term. Poppy has 

earned a spot in the 16 player qualifying draw 

and will compete for a place in the 32 main draw. 

 

The Grade 1 LTA events are highest level tennis 

competition in the UK for this age group and we 

wish Poppy the best of luck ahead of this prestig-

ious event. 

 

 

South Warwickshire Athletics District 
Selection  

I am very proud to share that we have had nine  

students from years 9 -11 who have been selected 

to represent the South Warwickshire District 

Schools at the Warwickshire County  

Championships to be held in June.  

 

The competition will also act as an opportunity for 

students to try and gain selection for the  

Warwickshire team to represent the County in 

the Mason Trophy and the English Schools  

Championships to be held in the future. 

** SPORTS NEWS *** SPORTS NEWS ** 

Olly  Javelin 

Ethan  800m 

Ben  Shot 

Daisy  Shot + Discus 

Dexter Shot 

Will  400m Hurdles + High Jump 

Scarlett  200m + 4x100m Relay 

Marijke 3000m 

Arthur 100m + 4x100m Relay 
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** SPORTS NEWS *** SPORTS NEWS ** 

Next Week’s Sport 

Lunchtime Sport 
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