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22nd September 2023 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

   

Welcome to the end of  

another busy week at 

school. Where did that go 

then? As if, in a flash this 

week, we are already at 

Friday.  

 

I’d like to take the oppor-

tunity to thank the stu-

dents for their involvement in our Open Event 

last night. So many of our students stepped up 

to be amazing ambassadors for the school. 

What a delight to see so many former students 

supporting us too. Once again, the numbers of 

visitors through the door was incredible. And, 

just this morning I sat on yet more appeals for 

students wanting places with us. We still have 

a huge waiting list for current year 7 places. 

As you’ll know, I never take any of this for 

granted and I thank the staff team for sup-

porting such a positive culture within the 

school, along with the drive for exceptional 

student outcomes. I only wish that I could sat-

isfy everyone wanting a place for their child. 

  

Thanks Site Team 

A huge shout out for our site team for getting 

the school in great shape this week ready for 

so many visitors. 

Blencathra  

I’m looking forward to hearing from our year 

11s returning from their field work in  

Blencathra later this evening. I’m sure that 

this has been extremely useful towards their 

GCSE geography studies. Thanks to Mrs  

Stedman and the staff team for organising  

this opportunity and keeping the students 

safe. 

  

What’s coming up at  
Alcester Academy? 

Next week, we celebrate 

European Day of  

Languages in school. 

This is always a great 

day! I’m looking forward 

to judging the cooking 

entries. 

 

Year 7 and 9 have Super Learning Days to 

look forward to next week. A separate commu-

nication has gone out to parents about this. All 

communications can be found on the website. 

www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/news/communica

tions. 

 

Our librarian, Mrs Hands has sent out infor-

mation on how you can access the Accelerated 

Reader home connect account for your child.  

 

What’s inside this week... 

Page 2  Winter Uniform  

Page 3  Parent Forum invite  

Page 5  Year 7 trip to Blackwell Adventure 

Page 7  Term Dates 2023-24 

Page 15    Sports News  

http://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/news/communications
http://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/news/communications
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Next Wednesday, 

27th September is our 

first online Parent  

Forum about Homework 

on Google Classroom. If 

you are new to Google, 

this could prove very useful indeed. 6pm online 

start. The meeting will last about 30 minutes and 

Mr Hall and Mr Cooke, Deputy Headteacher will 

run through how you can access your child’s 

homework using Google. 

 

Next Thursday, 28th September is the  

year 9 Skern Lodge meeting. 6pm LIVE in the 

hall. If your child is in year 9 and you still  

want a place for this, please contact  

Miss Buckthorp today, by emailing:  

KarenBuckthorp@alcesteracademy.org.uk. 

 

And, our Aladdin rehearsals continue in earnest. 

Thanks to the cast and staff for giving up last 

Saturday to be in school for this. 

  

Assemblies this week 

Miss Buckthorp has covered the theme of cyber 

safety this week in assemblies to include the 

theme of online grooming, for your information. 

   

Youth Mental Health Day 2023  
this week 

Please don’t think that we are not highlighting 

this important issue in school. We have chosen to 

adopt Hello Yellow as our feature day in school on 

October 10th in conjunction with Young Minds. 

#HelloYellow | World Mental Health Day | 

YoungMinds 

 

Winter Uniform 

This is a reminder that students are allowed to 

wear a school jumper under their blazer for extra 

warmth as the temperature drops, and then a 

coat over the top of their blazer. Coats should 

then be removed in the school building. 

 

Hoodies and sweatshirts are not permitted items 

of uniform. Students in year 8-11 are all aware of 

this. It may be a useful update for year 7 parents. 

 

Photos 

We had a very slick school photo day on Monday 

for year 7-10 students thanks to Mrs Bennett. 

Proofs should be with you all very soon. Year 11 

photos are booked in for 19th March 2024. 

  

Year 11s 

We will be meeting year 11s on Monday to chat 

through the details around their revision pro-

gramme for this year. Mr Cooke will send this out 

to parents then too. 

 

Year 11 have a CV writing workshop on Tuesday 

3rd October before their mock interviews, which 

will take place on Wednesday 11th October. Year 

10s will also have this opportunity later on in the 

term. 

  

Road Safety 

I appreciate that the parking outside school is in 

greater demand than ever. Please can I ask that if 

you park up on the kerb, you give students 

enough room to walk past, thank you. We have a 

regular taxi that picks students up also just out-

side the school gates. It is very important that 

mailto:KarenBuckthorp@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/support-us/fundraising/helloyellow/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/support-us/fundraising/helloyellow/
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this is in the students line of sight when they 

leave school. 

  

Thank you 

My most sincere thanks go to Alan Cole for the 

recent donation of some superb recording and 

drone equipment. This is received so warmly. 

  

Congratulations to… 

Year 7s for their first fantastic French homework. 

 

Skye in year 9 for being so kind to a year 7 on 

Monday morning when they could not find their 

tutor group. 

 

Mr Bowater for creating an amazing promotional 

video for the geography department. Follow Mr 

Bowater’s professional accounts on social media 

@Mr_BOWATER (twitter) @MrBowater 

(YouTube) 

National Organ Donation Week 2023 

NHS Organ Donation 

As you may be aware, it is National Organ Dona-

tion Week currently. You may wish to use the 

link to register to donate. 

 

Sad news 

I was sad to hear that the former Rector of  

Alcester had passed away; David Capron. We are 

sending our thoughts to his family at this difficult 

time. Some of you may recall that David wrote his 

memoir in 2012 entitled The Fiery Canon. 

  

I’m wishing you a very restful weekend ahead. 

For those of you on the university drop-offs, I 

wish you a smooth, stress free couple of days 

ahead too. I took my youngest daughter down to 

her new accommodation last weekend. The heat 

was quite something on Saturday, but we man-

aged with just two trolley loads from the car for 

the start of her second year! If you are a seasoned 

uni parent or carer, I know you’ll understand this 

achievement! 

  

Have a lovely weekend. 

  

Best wishes 

Sarah Mellors—Headteacher 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

We hope your child is settling into the new term well. As part of our support for parents, 

we are running a number of parent forums on TEAMS this year. Our first session will be 

based around homework where we will explain our processes, but also update parents on 

how to track their child's setting and completion of homework through Google 

Classroom.  

 

Our homework forum will take place on Wednesday 27th September (6-6.30pm).   

We do hope you can join us.  

 

Click here to join the Homework Parent Forum   
  

Kind Regards 

Mr Cooke and Mr Hall 

https://www.organdonation.nhs.uk/get-involved/organ-donation-week-2023/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ODI1YmJlNGYtMTU0Mi00ODAyLTkzNTktNTVjNDFmZTcxNjY2%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%227c052686-797d-4043-a6b2-94a9c0b8f915%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22f5034edd-16cc-493c-865d-695146b9aba8%22%7d
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Last Friday, year 7 embarked on 

their first rewards trip at Alces-

ter Academy to Blackwell’s Ad-

venture. This was a superb op-

portunity for students to get to 

know each other whilst partici-

pating in a wide range of activi-

ties. The focus of the day was 

‘teamwork’, and I’m delighted to 

say that the students were a 

credit to us. They threw them-

selves into challenging situations 

and worked together to ensure 

each activity was a huge success. 

 

There were an array of various 

activities, and only a couple 

which kept feet firmly on the 

ground!  

 

Archery has always been a firm 

favourite and it transpires we 

have some very skilled archers in 

year 7. Many ‘bullseye’ cheers 

were heard throughout the 

grounds during the course of the 

day. Laser Quest was superb and 

the students had a ball chasing 

each other around in the glorious 

sunshine. Mrs Jones had a great 

time playing too! 

 

For those more adventurous stu-

dents, there were a number of 

activities involving heights. The 

zip wire and the various climbing 

walls were great for pushing stu-

dents to their limits. It was won-

derful to see those who were con-

fident supporting those who were 

a little more apprehensive. With 

the support from their peers, eve-

ryone who tried was successful 

and should be extremely proud of 

themselves. My favourite activity 

to watch was the crate stack. 

Here students had to support 

each other and work as a team to 

reach dizzy heights before the 

crates were pushed over. 

 

Overall the students had a fan-

tastic time and many new friend-

ships were formed. We sincerely 

thank staff at Blackwell’s for once 

again helping to create the  

perfect day. 

Year 7 trip to Blackwell Adventure 
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Epraise Leaderboard—this week  
 

Top Students—this week: 

1 Zachery  7KO 26 points 

1 Immy  9SA 26 points 

3 Noah   7RA 21 points 

4 Harry  8TY 20 points 

4 Grace  8TY 20 points 

6 Ava   8TY 19 points 

7 Liv   8TY 18 points 

8 Lucy   7LX 17 points 

9 Maddie  7KO 16 points 

9 Molly   7KO 16 points 

 
Top Tutor—this week:  

1 7KO  304 points 

2 8TY  253 points 

3 7RA  233 points 

4 7LX  229 points 

5 9MA  208 points 

6 7WI  207 points 

7 8TU  191 points 

8 8YA  189 points 

9 7TN  177 points 

10 8SI  176 points 

Top Staff—this week: 

1 Mrs Kowal  347 points 

2 Mr Martin  342 points 

3 Miss Lewis  335 points 

4 Mrs Weatherley 320 points 

5 Mr Rossiter  275 points 

6 Mrs Gorner  262 points 

7 Mr Yarrington 233 points 

8 Miss Home  213 points 

9 Mrs Marshall 205 points 

10 Miss Bishop  159 points 

 

Top Subjects—this week: 
 

1 English 667 points 

2 Maths  547 points 

3 History 405 points 

4 French 369 points 

5 Science 365 points 

6 Art  287 points 

7 RS  277 points 

8 Geography 188 points 

9 German 148 points 

10 IT  115 points 
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AUTUMN TERM 2023 

School closed   Friday 27th October 2023  

     Teacher training day 

Half term    Monday 30th October – Friday 3rd November 2023 

Back to school   Monday 6th November 2023 

Autumn Term ends  Friday 22nd December 2023 at 12.40pm 

 

SPRING TERM 2024 

School closed   Monday 8th January 2024 

     Teacher training day 

Spring Term begins  Tuesday 9th January 2024 

Half Term     Monday 12th – Friday 16th February 2024 

Back to school   Monday 19th February 2024 

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 22nd March 2024 at 12.40pm 

 

  

SUMMER TERM 2024 

Summer Term begins  Monday 8th April 2024 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 6th May 2024 

Half Term     Monday 27th – Friday 31st May 2024 

Back to school   Monday 3rd June 2024   

Summer Term ends  Friday 19th July 2024 at 12.40pm 

Term Dates 2023-24 

Warwickshire's Young People's Forum—IMPACT 

want to help schools understand what school is 

like for children and young people and what could 

help make this better.  This survey is for all War-

wickshire children and young people, but with a 

keen interest in the views of those who have sup-

port needs. 

 

Please let children and young people know the op-

portunity is available and offer to support them to 

record their views if they would benefit from this. 

The survey is open until October half term 2023 

Survey—What is school like for you? 
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Whole School Attendance: 95.4% 

 

Top tutors this week: 

7RA with 99.3% attendance 

8GA with 98.5% attendance 

9BI with 98.1% attendance 

10SO with 97.6% attendance 

11MO with 100% attendance—FABULOUS! 

 

Congratulations on a great start to the year! 

 

Top House this week: 

Oversley with 95.7% 

 

 

Reminder 

Hello parents and carers—if your child is absent 

from school, please inform the Attendance Officer,  

Mrs Louise Hatcher, of the reason, before 9.30am 

each day.  

This can be done through SchoolComms,  

by calling 01789 762285 or by emailing 

louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk. 

Attendance News 

Please find attached the first part of our revision 

timetable for the rest of this half term (5 weeks). 

We have chosen to provide revision opportunities 

for option subjects this half term, so that pupils 

have an even coverage of revision support through-

out the year. Most sessions run from 1.50-2.20pm 

at lunch, and 3.30-4.15pm after school. Your sup-

port in encouraging your child to attend is crucial 

in securing good grades in the summer. You will 

notice that we have included study rooms this 

year—this is a new strategy designed to promote 

improved work ethic and focussed time to catch up 

and consolidate on key work—we expect these will 

be well attended.  

Year 11 will also receive an assembly shortly 

whereby we will explain the process and provide 

each student with our 'in house' super six revision 

booklet, so that good habits can be established at 

home too.  

 

Saturday school sessions will not run until mock 

examinations which take place in January, so  

attending revision, maximising lesson time and 

completing outstanding work is the focus for the 

Autumn term. 

Mr Cooke 

Year 11 Revision 

Day Option lunch Option after school 

Monday French, Sport PE1/ Study room M5   

Tuesday Study room S5   

Wednesday 
ICT Creative iMedia/ 

Media Studies/Study room E2 

Computer Science 

Hospitality and Catering 

DT coursework catch up 

Thursday German/Study room E2 Art & Photography 

Friday Geography   

mailto:louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Do you enjoy baking? If yes, then this competition may be for you. 

As part of European Day of Languages, we would like to you to 

either: 

Research cakes, pastries, biscuits and baked goods from another 

country in the world. Make a cake/cakes/biscuits of your choice 

OR 

Make any cake of your choice and decorate it with a European 

day of languages theme. 

 

Please provide an information card with your entry to describe 

what you have made and why. Bring your entries to the 

conference room during tutor time on Tuesday 26th September. 

Entries will be judged by WE/GR and ME.  

You will be able to take your entries home at the end of the day. 

MFL Bake-Off Challenge 
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Calling all singers in years 8-11 

This is a fantastic opportunity to get involved in a professional singing project performing at Worcester Cathedral, with 

guest artist Jess Gillam.  

There will be a commitment to attend Saturday rehearsals on the dates specified below.  

If you are interested, please see Miss McKenzie by Friday 22 September. 
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The School  

Alcester Academy is a highly successful 11-16 school with 647 students currently on roll. Alcester is located 

between Studley and Stratford-Upon-Avon. The school has an excellent reputation based on examination 

results, a progressive approach to educational development and a strong sense of community. At our last 

inspection, Ofsted judged us good with a view to returning very soon in order to re-assess this decision to-

wards an outstanding judgement. The school’s overall Progress 8 score for 2019 was 0.77, which once again 

places us as one of the top performing non selective schools in Warwickshire, and in the top 5% nationally. 

(Last set of formal results before coronavirus). In 2022, the Progress 8 score for the school was +0.46 The 

school has a new leadership team and we consider that the welfare of staff is of paramount importance.  

 

The Post 

This is an exciting opportunity for a strong middle leader with a proven track record of exemplary student 

outcomes. The successful applicant will be able to demonstrate experience of effective leadership and ambi-

tion towards future management in a Middle Leadership position, and a willingness to contribute to the 

whole staff team. Flexibility and the ability to innovate are desirable qualities, along with energy and ca-

pacity for hard work. The successful candidate will have a good understanding of what effective Teaching 

& Learning looks like for children of all abilities and be committed to enable all students to access the cur-

riculum in order to fulfil their academic potential. They will be able to engage and enthuse students of all 

aptitudes. Resilience and drive are desirable qualities in order to ensure that students at Alcester Academy 

are provided with the very best life opportunities possible.  

 

The Application Process 

To apply for this role, please complete a standard Alcester Academy application form. Please be succinct 

and concise using Arial 12 font. A written statement in support of your application will be accepted but we 

do not consider CVs.  

The deadline for applications is Friday 13th October at 12 noon 

Interviews expected to take place WC 16th October 2023 

Starting: January 2024  

 

Alcester Academy reserve the right to appoint before the deadline for a suitable candidate. We reserve the 

right to follow up references provided in person.  

If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy or wish to visit the school, please con-

tact admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. We look forward to receiving your application.  

Please note that this school is committed to safeguarding, equality of opportunity, and promoting the wel-

fare of children and young people. An enhanced DBS check will be required.  

 

MPS/UPS + TLR Subject to experience 

Closing date Friday 13th October at 12 noon 

Interview date to be set 

Second i/c of English Whole School literacy lead  

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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The School 

In 2022, the Progress 8 score for the school was +0.46 The school has a new leadership team and we consid-

er that the welfare of staff is of paramount importance.  

GCSE HEADLINES 2022  

English and Maths 4+ = 79% (national 70%) 

English and Maths 5+ = 61% (national 50%) 

English and Maths 7+= 25% (national 15%) 

Total Attainment 8 = 53 

Average grade: 5.3 

Approximate P8: 0.5 (well above average) 

Maths 4+ = 82%      Maths 5+ = 70%     Maths 7+ = 32%  

 

The Post 

This is an exciting opportunity for a strong middle leader with a proven track record of exemplary student 

outcomes. The successful applicant will be able to demonstrate experience of effective leadership and ambi-

tion towards future management in a Middle Leadership position, and a willingness to contribute to the 

whole staff team. Flexibility and the ability to innovate are desirable qualities, along with energy and ca-

pacity for hard work. The successful candidate will have a good understanding of what effective Teaching 

& Learning looks like for children of all abilities and be committed to enable all students to access the cur-

riculum in order to fulfil their academic potential. They will be able to engage and enthuse students of all 

aptitudes. Resilience and drive are desirable qualities in order to ensure that students at Alcester Academy 

are provided with the very best life opportunities possible.  

The Application Process 

To apply for this role, please complete a standard Alcester Academy application form. Please be succinct 

and concise using Arial 12 font. A written statement in support of your application will be accepted but we 

do not consider CVs.  

The deadline for applications is Friday 13th October at 12 noon 

Interviews expected to take place WC 16th October 2023  

Starting: January 2024 

Alcester Academy reserve the right to appoint before the deadline for a suitable candidate. We reserve the 

right to follow up references provided in person.  

If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy or wish to visit the school, please con-

tact admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. We look forward to receiving your application.  

Please note that this school is committed to safeguarding, equality of opportunity, and promoting the wel-

fare of children and young people. An enhanced DBS check will be required. 

MPS/UPS + TLR Subject to experience  

Closing date Friday 13th October at 12 noon 

Interview date to be set 

Vacancy—Second i/c of maths 

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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Alcester Academy Lunchtime Supervisor 

We are currently seeking reliable staff to join our team of lunchtime 

supervisors, working 7.5 hours a week, term time only. Times may 

vary according to Academy activities throughout the academic year. 

Post Level Band A £10.60 per hour  

This post is temporary 12 months in the first instance.  

Closing date for applications is 12 noon on Friday 13th October 2023  

Interviews provisionally planned for Wednesday 18th October 2023  

Starting: 6th November 2023  

 

Alcester Academy Lunchtime Supervisor Advert  

 

Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 

children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 

commitment. A DBS check is required for appointment to this post.  

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

Student Spotlight 

Congratulations to Dylan in year 9 who follow-

ing several trials has been selected to represent 

the Warwickshire School’s County Football 

team. 

 

Dylan has attended a number of extremely com-

petitive trials and despite a large pool of talent 

to pick from across Warwickshire, he has been 

selected to represent the County in football this 

school year, which he will combine with repre-

senting the school as well as his club side  

Kidderminster Harriers.  

 

Well done, Dylan, an outstanding achievement. 
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Lunchtime Sport 

After School Sport 

* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  


