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23rd June 2023 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Good afternoon everyone, 

  

I hope that you have all 

had a super week. Whilst 

it has felt slightly cooler 

on a few days, we have 

enjoyed relaxing the uni-

form again this week to 

try and cope a little bet-

ter. Thanks for your coop-

eration with this. We will 

try again to return to normal uniform from 

Monday please. 

  

After weeks of saying how close we were to 

year 11s finally finishing exams, they did! 

Wednesday saw the very last GCSE exam for a 

few of them which was further maths. I want 

to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Kirby 

and her team of wonderful invigilators for 

helping the exam series run so smoothly this 

year.  

 

We were delighted to share a fantastic evening 

with year 11s yesterday at Wootton Park, in a 

huge celebration of their time with us at the 

Academy. Many thanks to Mrs Savery for get-

ting this fantastic prom organised for every-

one. I’ve added a feature page of just a few of 
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the photos from the evening for you later in this 

edition. Thank you to all of the parents and staff 

for making this such a wonderful experience for 

the students. The sun was shining and we all 

thoroughly enjoyed seeing the grand arrivals. 

Huge congratulations year 11 and have a wonder-

ful summer ahead. 

  

Thank you to the number of staff who led and 

supported school trips this week. They have writ-

ten about these experiences later on for your in-

terest. Such a wealth of opportunities were creat-

ed this week yet again for our students. Particu-

lar thanks goes to Ms Thorpe, AGS Principal and 

her team for pulling out all of the stops to create  

a fabulous year 10 visit for our students on 

Wednesday. 

  

Update on NEU further industrial  
action 

I will send out a separate email about arrange-

ments for the forthcoming industrial action days 

on 5th and 7th July. Things are slightly more 

complicated this time with the 5th July being the 

year 6 planned transition day at the Academy. 

  

Year 5 Most Able Sessions 

Thank you to our DT department for hosting a 

year 5 visit on Tuesday. It was a delight to meet 

the students and to see the great DT work in pro-

gress. Thank you to year 5 parents for dropping 

the students off. 

  

Year 6 – First Meeting 

It was so lovely spending Wednesday night  

meeting some of our new year 6 parents and  

students on SchoolCloud. We recently added this 

opportunity before we meet you all at the live, 

new parents’ evening. Thank you if you joined  

us for a brief chat. 

  

End of school reward trips 

Thank you for the communications that we have 

received this week in response to the reward trips 

for September being triggered. As a reminder, any 

extra curricular trips are triggered in the first 

instance to parents of students with 95% attend-

ance or more, and positive behaviour. A second 

wave is then released after this. In future, we will 

make that clearer upon release of the trips. 

To give you plenty of notice, we will be following 

the same criteria next year. This is outlined in 

school policy. 

 

Curriculum based trips are not necessarily linked 

to the same attendance criteria, but a good behav-

iour record is expected. 

  

School Attendance 

The latest DfE guidance has highlighted the fol-

lowing information that might be of interest to 

you all; 

 

A recent Children’s Commissioner report showed 

that children who miss one day of the first week of 

term for unauthorised reasons had a predicted 

overall absence of almost 45%, or 31 days across 

the term. This is well worth bearing in mind as we 

get ready for the new academic year ahead. 

 

Year 7 and 8 Enterprise Groups 

I have been bowled over by the enthusiasm that 

our year 7/8 students have had to my enterprise 

challenge. Here are just two products that have 

been developed by two tutor groups, with 8BI sell-

ing freshly made lemonade yesterday in order to 

generate some funding too!  

 

I know that 8NY are offering a ‘glitter’ service on 

Sports Day ready for the students to prepare in 

their house colours. I have a visit nearly every 

day at tutor time from students with their  

questions and queries about this. 
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AI—Artificial Intelligence 

We had our first concern regarding use of AI by 

students in year 9 to complete end of year  

assessments. I will be addressing the use of AI in 

a new whole school policy from September.  

I appreciate the benefit that it might bring to 

learning, but we will have to be extremely careful 

about plagiarism. 

  

Summer Bash and Raffle 

Tickets are going very fast now for the summer 

bash. Please be in touch if you’d like to purchase 

either of these through the School Gateway. 

 

Sports Day 

Mr Moffatt sent home critical details this week 

about Sports Day. It’s getting close!  

  

Congratulations this week go to... 

Year 10 students who completed their second  

Statistics GCSE this week, and to those who  

completed their speaking exams in MFL. 

  

Miss Heitmuller who is back! We have missed 

you! 

  

Henry in year 10 for 238 keepie uppies completed 

as part of National Youth Sport Week. Wow! 

   

Some of our year 7s who assisted at Coughton 

Primary with Sports Day yesterday. We are very 

proud of you. 

 

Elliot and Alex in year 7 for 

their science projects on the 

solar system. 

 

 

Jessica, year 8 who travelled to  

Bristol last weekend to complete her 

Grade 3 Irish dance exam. During 

this exam Jessica had to answer  

several questions about Ireland, 

speak Irish and talk through two  

traditional dances using all the cor-

rect terminology. Jessica scored 96%! 

Huge congratulations! We are very 

proud of you. 

   

Alcester Duck Race 2023 

Alcester Duck Race – Alcester Community Trust 

Yes, it’s that time of year again. Looking forward 

to the duck race again on 1st July! 

  

Thank you Councillor Holmes 

I was delighted to welcome 

former student and now  

District Councillor, Thom 

Holmes into school today to 

talk about some of the  

Academy’s ideas for future 

development. Thank you 

Thom. It was a delight to see 

you. 

 

Good luck to our Silver D of E group on their 

practice expedition this weekend. 

  

Like me this week, you have probably been fixed 

to the news about the submarine diving to the 

Titanic. I was devastated last night to arrive 

home and hear what had happened and I’m sure 

that we have all thought about those families  

affected by such a tragic outcome. 

  

Wishing you all a super weekend ahead.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

  

Best wishes 

Sarah Mellors—Headteacher 

https://alcestercommunitytrust.org.uk/alcester-duck-race
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Year 11 Leavers Prom 2023 at Wootton Park 
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Year 9 and 10 textiles and photography students 

had an exciting opportunity this week to visit Bir-

mingham in order to support their coursework.  

Our photographers spent the morning exploring 

the city centre and some of the new build-

ings/architecture it has to offer, like Grand Cen-

tral, Selfridges and the Bullring. We then walked 

up to Victoria square to look at some of the histor-

ic buildings Birmingham also boasts—

Birmingham City Council House home to the Lo-

cal Government (one of the largest buildings in 

the city) and Birmingham Town Hall. This provid-

ed an excellent primary source for the student's 

city projects and will no doubt lead to some excit-

ing edits back in school.  

 

Meanwhile the textiles students carried out a 

shop comparison in Primark and Zara, research-

ing the sustainability and production of clothing. 

 

After a quick lunch stop, we headed to Digbeth to 

watch a live fashion show hosted by South & City 

College. It was an exciting experience for our stu-

dents to watch a live catwalk, highlighting the 

work of the students 2022/2023. The UK fashion 

industry is large with a global reputation, contrib-

uting around £35bn to the UK economy and sup-

porting around 900,000 jobs. South & City College 

put a huge emphasis on sustainability and diver-

sity when setting their project briefs, and this 

shone through in the creations.  

 

Thank you to all of the students for being such 

stars when representing the school, we had a fan-

tastic day despite getting caught in torrential 

rain! 

 

Miss Nemeshanyi, Miss Wincup & Mrs Clarke 

Textiles and photography students visit Birmingham  
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Saturday/Sunday 24/25th June – Silver D of E Expedition 

Tuesday 27th June – Year 6 pre-induction morning (invited students) 

Wednesday 28th June – Year 9 fieldtrip to Bristol (Geography) 

Thursday 29th June – Year 7-9 South Warwickshire Athletics competition 

Monday 3rd July – Sports Day (provisional, weather permitting) 

Tuesday 4th July – New Year 6 Parents’ Evening LIVE Hall 

Wednesday 5th July – Year 6 Induction Day 

Friday 7th July – Wimbledon trip 

Monday 10th July – Super Learning Day Year 9. The Riot Act (Road Safety) 

Thursday 13th July – Celebration Evening (invited students) 

Saturday 15th July – Summer Bash 12-5pm 

Tuesday 18th July – Silver D of E Expedition (Assessed) 

Thursday 20th July – Year 7 visit from Air Ambulance 

Friday 21st July – Break up 12.40pm 

GCSE results day – Thursday 24th August 

Return to school – from Wednesday 6th September staggered returns (years 7-11) 

  

This is not an exhaustive list 

Dates for your diary 

Year 5 paper maquette session  

Year 5 students visited the Acade-

my this week to take part in a 

paper maquette session within 

the design and technology  

department.  

 

The students were absolutely fan-

tastic and all participated really 

well, answering questions and 

working as a team. The outcomes 

were superb, they all met the de-

sign brief which was based on a 

past GCSE brief about marine 

life. The paper maquettes repre-

sented the theme well and were 

all really creative ideas.  

 

It was a joy to meet these  

students.  

 

Miss Wincup & Miss Nemeshanyi 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 10 

Epraise Leaderboard—this week  
 

Top Students—this week: 

1 Alex   7KA 43 points 

2 Elliot   7RA 42 points 

3 Olivia  7LE 9 points 

3 Annabelle  7LE 9 points 

3 Tony  8MA 9 points 

6 Connor 7KA 8 points 

6 Ej   7KA 8 points 

8 Jessica  7LE 7 points 

8 Hannah  9AN 7 points 

8 John   7LE 7 points 

 
Top Tutor—this week: 

1 7KA  126 points 

2 7RA  117 points 

3 7LE  100 points 

4 8MO  88 points 

5 8MA  82 points 

6 8NE  76 points 

6 7WI  76 points 

8 7TN  74 points 

9 9AN  64 points 

10 8BI  63 points 

Top Staff—this week: 

1 Mr Yarrington 166 points 

2 Mr Jones  130 points 

3 Miss Lewis  104 points 

4 Ms Green  83 points 

5 Mrs Mellors  80 points 

6 Mrs Megee  75 points 

7 Mr Martin  65 points 

8 Mr Rossiter  64 points 

9 Mrs Weatherley 48 points 

10 Mrs Scott  45 points 

 

Top Subjects—this week: 
 

1 History 184 points 

2 English 177 points 

3 Maths  163 points 

4 Science 150 points 

5 Art  146 points 

6 DT  107 points 

7 French 59 points 

8 Computing 42 points 

9 Ethics  37 points 

10 PE  28 points 

 

The final stretch… 

The countdown to Sport’s Day, and finding out the 

winning House, is on!  

 

As an incentive for some last-minute House points, 

students are able to receive 20 points for their 

House each time they show outstanding effort  

either in lessons or outside of lessons.  

 

Congratulations to…  

Maisy and Lilia (year 7) for their last-minute  

support to Oversley during the Sport’s Day sign up 

sessions this week.  

 

Congratulations also to Amelia (year 7) for reach-

ing multi-millionaire status with her reading! 

Miss Lewis 

 

 

Top House this week: 

Oversley 

Top Epraise points this week: 

Greville 

Top students on Epraise  

this week: 

Billesley—Annabelle (7LE) 

Ragley—Georgia (8MO) 

Greville—Elliot (7RA) 

Oversley—Olivia (7LE) 
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On Wednesday, the year 9 computer  

science students attended an event at the 

Royal Air Force Museum, dedicated to the 

application of computer science in various 

modern industries, including environmen-

tal science, multimedia development, and 

the use of AI technology.  

 

The students thoroughly enjoyed the trip 

and learnt much about the wider uses of  

technology, all whilst doing an impeccable job  

of representing the school. Mr Martin 

Computer Science trip 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 12 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 13 

Whole School: 92.6% 

Year 7—92.4% 
Year 8—92.2% 
Year 9—93.4% 
Year 10—92.3% 

 

Top Tutor: 

7RA—98.1 

8BI—94.8 

8MO—94.8 

9PW—96.5 

10YA—96.4      

 

Top House: Greville   

Please remember to contact either attendance or 

LSU if you have any worries or concerns that may 

prevent your son/daughter from attending school. 

Thank you.  

 

Mrs P Taylor   

Attendance News 

Term Dates 
  

SUMMER TERM 2023  

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2023 

School closed   Friday 1st September 2023  

     Disaggregated teacher training day 

     Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th September 2023 

     Teacher training days 

 

Autumn Term begins 

Years 7 and 11 only  Wednesday 6th September 2023 

Years 8, 9 and 10 only  Thursday 7th September 2023 

All students back   Friday 8th September 2023 

School closed   Friday 27th October 2023  

     Teacher training day 

Half term    Monday 30th October – Friday 3rd November 2023 

Back to school   Monday 6th November 2023 

Autumn Term ends  Friday 22nd December 2023 at 12.40pm 
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Learning Support at Alcester Academy  

Working under the supervision of the responsible teacher, assist and support teaching and 

learning, working with individuals or groups, and assist in providing general care, safety 

and welfare for pupils. 

The Post 

This is a full time, term time only post working 39 weeks per year (incl. 5 teacher training 

days). This is a temporary post for 12 months in the first instance with a view to becoming 

permanent after this period.  

The Application Process 

Please complete an Alcester Academy application form which can be found on our website 

www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies. A written statement in  

support of your application will be accepted but we do not consider CVs. Please send your 

completed application to admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. 

 

The application deadline is 12 noon on Friday 7th July 2023. 

Interviews take place week commencing 10th July 2023. 

 

If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy or wish to visit the school, please con-

tact: caricraig@alcesteracademy.org.uk. We look forward to receiving your application. 

 

Please note that this school is committed to safeguarding,  

equality of opportunity, and promoting the welfare of children and young people.  

An enhanced DBS check will be required. 

Full time—working term time only 

(39 weeks including 5 Teacher Training days) 

 

Scale F range 6-11 

FTE £21,968 starting salary (Actual pro rata £18,811)  

 

Starting: September 2023 

Closing date: Friday 7th July 2023 at 12 noon 

Interviews: week commencing 10th July 2023 

Vacancy—Teaching Assistant  

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

http://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:caricraig@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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A day in the life at Alcester Grammar School for year 10 

Raising aspirations is something 

that as an Academy we feel is 

imperative in order to help stu-

dents to ‘be the best they can 

be’. On Wednesday, a selection 

of year 10 students were invited 

to Alcester Grammar School to 

participate in year 12 lessons for 

the day. 

 

After a warm welcome from the 

Headteacher, Ms Thorpe,  

students were able to attend 

pre-selected subject lessons 

alongside year 12 students. The 

lessons were challenging, how-

ever I was extremely proud of 

our students for engaging and 

asking questions about the top-

ics studied. The staff and stu-

dents thoroughly embraced us 

being part of the class, and have 

given those involved a valuable 

insight into curriculum choices 

available. 

 

Lunchtime was an opportunity 

to mix informally with Year 12 

students and ask questions 

about student life as part of the 

AGS community, whilst enjoy-

ing the superb complimentary 

lunch provided. 

 

An inspirational talk from  

Head of Sixth Form, Mr Young 

and Head Teacher, Ms Thorpe 

closed the visit and left students 

feeling excited about post-16 

decisions next term. 

 

I would personally like to offer 

my sincere thanks to all staff 

involved. As a new venture the 

trip was a resounding success.  

It was clear how much time and 

effort had gone into making our 

visit as productive and informa-

tive as possible and I am  

sincerely grateful for the  

opportunity. 

Miss Bartlett 

The AGS trip was superb, the 

students were all incredibly nice, 

helpful and supportive through-

out the trip. They answered any 

and all questions we had and 

made sure we had a great and 

informative day especially in 

subjects like performing arts. 

The students were amazing and 

made sure the day ran smooth-

ly. Chris  

 

Had a fantastic time at AGS this 

morning, and I have definitely 

decided that psychology is the 

career path for me - I will defi-

nitely be applying next year! 

Originally I had not been con-

sidering Alcester Grammar 

School as an option for post 16 

education but is now my most 

favored option of all!  

Hannah  
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

This week we have promoted National School 

Sports week with students, and reaching the tar-

get of 60 mins of activity time per day under the 

ethos of ‘play for fun, play for 60’. We have held a 

number of fun sporting competitions at lunchtime 

including Football ‘Keepie Uppie’, Basketball 1-

minute Free-throw and Cricket throwing and 

Bowling accuracy challenges for students to come 

and get involved in. Our Year 7 students have 

also really enjoyed learning about the new sport 

of ultimate frisbee within lessons under the  

National School Sports Week ethos. 

 

Well done to all students who came down to  

participate and to the competition winners of our 

two completed challenges so far. 

AA Sport Round Up 

National School Sports Week 

Student Spotlight 

Well done to Jessica in year 8 who continues to  

experience success within Irish Dancing. Last 

weekend Jess travelled to Bristol to complete her 

Grade 3 Irish Dance exam. During the exam  

Jessica not only has to dance, but answer questions 

to demonstrate her knowledge of Ireland, speak 

Irish as well as talk through two traditional dances 

using correct terminology.  

 

Jessica managed to score 96% within her exam— 

a fantastic achievement! 

Football Keepie-Uppie Challenge: 

1 Henry (year 10) - 238 

2 Reuben (year 10) - 161 

3 Harry (year 7) - 148 

Basketball 1-minute free throws:  

1 Kobe (year 9) + Morgan (year 10) - 

14 

2 Oli (year 10)/ George (year 10)/ 

Gianluca (year 10) - 9 

3 Oli - 8 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 18 

PRE-LOVED PE KIT 

 
DONATE, RE-USE, GIVE BACK! 
Help the school community  

and give back 

 

Please donate your unwanted  

(no longer needed or using)  

PE kit, which would then be given  

back to students here.  

 

We would particularly welcome 

skorts, leggings and socks. 

 

Please give your donations direct  

to the PE department! 

 

Thank you, Mrs Powell 

U15 and U13 Girls tennis v Kings High (Warwick) 

The LTA League continued this week for our  

girls who took on a tough opponent in Kings High. 

There were many closely fought games between 

the teams and despite Kings High taking the 

overall win our girls certainly gained a lot from 

the experience and showed fantastic determina-

tion to keep the matches competitive.  

 

Well done to all of the girls who took part in this 

fixture and a special mention to Grace, Natasha 

and Tamsin who managed to win their singles 

matches. 

 

Mr Moffatt 
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

Next week’s sport  
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