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23rd September 2022 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

Good afternoon. 

  

I am sure just like me, your week 

started off in a very sombre and re-

flective way as we watched the State 

Funeral of Her Majesty Queen Eliza-

beth II. Several staff have written 

about their experience in London at 

the various memorials since the 

Monarch’s sad death was announced. These 

reports follow later in the bulletin for you. I will 

repeat what I said last week in the bulletin, 

which was that I for certain, was so proud to be 

British. I felt that the nation gave our dear 

Queen’s 70 years of duty and service the respect 

and thanks that it so rightfully needed. I was 

absolutely in awe of the attention to detail and 

the meticulous precision of the whole event.  

Emma the pony and Her Majesty’s Corgi’s 

topped off such a fitting and regal tribute for 

me certainly. 

In school news this week, thank you 

to the huge number of students, and 

former students who came to support 

our Open Evening event last night. 

They were an absolute credit to you 

and the school. The staff were so 

proud of them all. Open Evening 

simply cannot take place without the 

students supporting us and being the 

best ambassadors for the school. It 

was an extremely busy evening  

showcasing the very best of Alcester Academy. 

  

It was so lovely to see our German Pen Friends 

this week from Otto-Hahn Gymnasium, 

Springe. The current year 10 students have 

been in communication with them for over a 

year now. Mrs Weatherley has written more 

detail about the visit later on in the bulle-

tin. We are looking forward to celebrating  

European Day of Languages in school next 

week. 

Miss Lewis led assemblies this week for year  

7-10 around our House relaunch. There is an  

exciting competition that goes alongside this 

and we are hoping that lots of students help to 

submit new designs for their House Shield. 

  

On Thursday 29th Septem-

ber, we will be hosting our 

first PTA meeting Friends of 

Alcester Academy. This will 

be at 7pm on Microsoft TEAMS. Any interested 

parents and carers can be in the comfort of 

their own home for this meeting! Contact   

admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk  if you would 

like to be sent the link for this. We are aiming 

for this meeting to last no more than 45 

minutes. 

Floral Tribute—written for Her Majesty by  

Poet Laureate Simon Armitage  

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Money Matters 

I picked up the Tesco Ask for Beth tip on Twitter 

this week, that might help families. Equally  

Morrisons offer a similar service to the community.  

 

Morrisons is helping to 

fight back against period 

poverty by rolling out 

‘Package for Sandy’ - a 

service available for cus-

tomers in need who can 

access a discreet package 

of sanitary protection 

products - across all its 

497 stores after a store 

colleague in Bolton came 

up with the idea to help 

vulnerable customers. 

  

We will be adding details on how to access our 

‘pre-loved’ uniform to the school website shortly. 

 

Good news stories 

A fabulous team approach from our year 11 foot-

ballers on Tuesday night at Studley High. Thank 

you lads. Well done Jack for ‘playing up’ a year too! 

 

Thank you Liv in year 8 for offering to help  

another student spontaneously this week in a  

moment of need. 

 

Thank you Drew, year 9, for litter picking at lunch 

time for us. 

 

Wellbeing 

Home - Wellbeing for Warwickshire 

Building on the success of the existing service, this 

enhanced offering commissioned by Warwickshire 

County Council (WCC), brings in a number of  

additional organisations who will work in partner-

ship to deliver an improved journey for those using 

the service. 

 

The partnership consists of Coventry and Warwick-

shire Mind, South Warwickshire and Worcester-

shire Mind, KeyRing, Connect Assist  and Kooth Plc 

(for Qwell and Kooth services). 

 

The key focus for the mental health and wellbeing 

service is on providing support in the community to 

prevent those who may be struggling to cope from 

reaching crisis point. 
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By drawing on the collective strengths of the part-

ners, the aim is to provide a more streamlined and 

Ȭjoined-upȭ support service that can meet a number 

of needs in a way, and a time and a place, that suits 

people best. For ease of use, the service has a sin-

gle phone number 0800 616171 and a website ad-

dress www.wellbeingforwarwickshire.org.uk  

and these are available for Warwickshire residents  

24/7, 365 days a year. 
 

Covid cases 

We have one year 10 case currently. 

Wishing you all a relaxing weekend ahead. Good 

luck to our performers who start their Saturday 

show rehearsals tomorrow. I am excited to see how 

this progresses each week until the full production.  

I am also looking forward to having our first full, 

five day week of term next week too! 

  

Very best wishes, 

  

Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher 

http://www.wellbeingforwarwickshire.org.uk
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The Queenôs funeral 

I did manage to get into  

London last Saturday but sadly not to 

pay my respects at the Lying-In-State. 

At that point, the queue was 24 hours 

long and we were being advised not to 

join it. Instead, I took a modest floral 

tribute to Green Park on behalf of the 

Academy.  

 

The crowd on the tube platform at Piccadilly Circus to 

Green Park was overwhelming. I literally squashed into the 

tiniest space that I could find on the train and hung on. At 

the Green Park exit, I had never seen quite so many people. 

Ushers had closed the exit from this station because of the 

crowds. We were then separated into a moving queue for 

Green Park and then one for the Palace. 

 

I arrived at the first few tributes at Green Park fairly swift-

ly. There were no queues at this point at all but just hun-

dreds and hundreds of people. We were asked to remove our 

packaging from the flowers, and we could then lay the trib-

utes at any one of the floral islands that had been created 

by the Park Gardeners. They were all on hand to supervise 

and the army were close by 

policing us all calmly. People 

had laid soft toys ranging from 

corgis to Beefeaters, there 

were wreaths and garlands, 

single roses and plants, paint-

ings, huge floral crosses and so 

many other tributes. The out 

pouring of emotion both via 

the written messages of 

thanks to Her Majesty and 

reactions of individuals was 

quite something to witness. 

 

From Green Park, I made my way to the Palace. Access at 

this point was rather more restricted and getting close to 

the Palace was impossible. The edges of the Mall were heav-

ing again.  Even on Saturday, folks were camped out wait-

ing in anticipation for Monday’s events. There was an air of 

friendly, positive interaction despite the slow pace of the 

crowd in this area. Official cars were coming and going from 

the Palaces on the Mall. It certainly was a day to remember. 

 

Several other staff members have kindly relayed their expe-

riences for you here on the different days that they visited 

London: 

 

From my Grandmotherôs perspective 

My Grandmother was born in 1931 and has always been a 

royalist. When we heard about the 

passing of Her Majesty the Queen,  

I knew that somehow we would 

need to go and pay our respects in 

London.  

 

On the train journey down she  

relayed many stories of the Queen's 

life and her living memory of them. 

Namely the coronation, the Queen's 

wedding and she even remembered 

the speech the Queen spoke during 

WW2 to the children 

of the nation.  

 

The Queen meant so 

much to my Grand-

mother and was an 

ever presence in her 

life. She believed a 

celebration of  

afternoon tea was 

suitably fitting to 
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toast the Queen's exceptional duty and service to the coun-

try. The only place we could go was to Fortnum and  

Mason, the establishment which has a royal warrant and 

where the Queen herself would attend.  

 

Later we passed Green Park and laid some flowers and a 

card from our whole family. It was at Green Park where it 

really hit all of us, just how much this remarkable woman 

meant to so many people.  

 

I feel honoured to have taken my grandmother down to  

London. However, the moment that I shall remember the 

most is going to the proclamation with my Grandmother in 

Alcester, and hearing her start the singing to God save our 

King so that all would join in. It was a very poignant  

moment. Miss Sacco 

  

Paying my respects 

The queue for the Lying-In State started 

almost as soon as I got off the tube 

at Bermondsey, following a trail of people 

until Southwark Park where the queue 

really started with zig zag barriers. You 

were given a wristband which identified 

your area in the queue if you needed to go 

to the toilet or get drink or food, so you 

could re-join. It was predicted 15+ 

hours before we would reach Westminster 

Hall. I met my “queue friends”, nine 

strangers from all over the country, from all walks of life, 

we all got talking. One lady had an OBE, another had 

worked at the Palace on the lifts, all had their reasons for 

wanting to be there. The queue constantly moved, the hours 

passed quickly as it snaked around the landmarks of Lon-

don, people had set stands of drinks and snacks out-

side their houses, people had even opened their houses for 

you to use their toilet! We saw the MP Priti Patel working 

as a volunteer in the queue and also the musician James 

Blunt in the queue. Unfortunately, no David Beckham that 

day!   

 

Eleven hours after I joined the queue, at 10.15pm, we 

reached security. The excitement turned to solemness as we 

all realised what we were about to witness, there was just 

silence, despite the thousands of people. I went up the steps 

and there she was Lying-In State, it will be something I will 

always remember. The pageantry of the guard chang-

ing which we were lucky to witness, the sparkliness of the 

crown and all its jewels and the atmosphere that was just so 

moving as we filed past the coffin, each person paying their 

respects in their own way, some people visibly upset, but all 

in awe of the service she gave to our country.  

 

My adventure didn’t finish 

there. Having said goodbye 

to my new friends, I headed 

into Whitehall, near Down-

ing Street, part of the route 

that the procession would 

take for the state funeral. I 

had been so moved by the 

day I’d had, I decided to 

stay for the funer-

al procession.  

 

People were already camped out with duvets, chairs, tents, 

sleeping bags, I didn’t have any of that but did have a great 

spot right at the front. During the very long night, we 

were treated to the last-minute rehearsals by the military 

bands, along with witnessing all the security. After another 

12 hours of waiting (mostly stood up), the service was 

played out on loudspeakers to a sombre atmosphere. I 

felt privileged to be so close to the state procession – the 

sheer number of all the military personnel and bands was 

an unbelievable sight, seeing all of the royal family follow-

ing the coffin was just so very moving, just a few  

metres from where I was stood.  

  

I wanted to be part of history and pay my respects to the 

only Queen I will have in my lifetime and celebrate the 70 

years of service she has given to our country and I feel very 

privileged to have witnessed what I saw last weekend, it 

will be something that I will remember forever.   

Miss Buckthorp 
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My visit to London to 
watch the Lying-In 
State procession 

After hearing the announcement 

of the Queens death, my  

husband and myself  decided to 

travel to London to pay our re-

spects. After we booked the train 

tickets, we heard that her coffin 

was being brought back to Lon-

don on that day. There would be a Lying-In state proces-

sion as the coffin was moved from Buckingham Palace to 

the Palace of Westminster where she would lie in state 

until the date of her funeral. 

 

On the way to the station in the morning listening to the 

radio, we heard people being interviewed who were al-

ready in place waiting for the procession and had been 

there since 4am. We worried we wouldn’t be able to get 

anywhere near but decided to continue with our journey 

to London anyway. 

 

Once in London we made our way towards the Mall, but 

were turned away from three different access points as 

they were already full. We then went in the opposite di-

rection towards Whitehall and saw people being let in at 

the top of the Mall as it turns into Horse Guards Parade. 

We were very lucky to get in here as they closed the ac-

cess point straight after us and turned everyone else 

away. Once inside we were amazed at what a good view 

we had of both the Mall and Horse Guards Parade and 

with over three hours to wait, we settled down with our 

packed lunch and soaked up the atmosphere.  

 

There was great camaraderie between all the people 

around us with everyone sharing chairs and stories. We 

met a fascinating elderly lady who had travelled over 

from Ireland on her own and had waited since the early 

hours to get a view of the procession, and a number of ex 

servicemen who were there to pay their respects to their 

boss.  

 

As two o’clock approached the atmosphere became more 

sombre as people waited silently for the coffin to leave 

Buckingham Palace. Big Ben began to toll, cannons were 

fired and at 2.22pm exactly the drums began to roll as the 

Queen left Buckingham Palace for the last time. The 

sound of the drums being played, the horses’ hooves and 

the military band echoing around the Mall, surrounded by 

thousands of silent onlookers gave me goosebumps and is 

something that will remain with me for a long time.  

 

The cortege approached slowly, preceded by the military 

band. The coffin was draped in the Royal Standard flag, 

topped by the Queen’s coronation crown, with some beau-

tiful flowers arranged on top and was surrounded by the 

Queen’s guards. As the coffin went past, the King, Queen 

Consort and the Princes and Princesses marched closely 

behind, this was a truly incredible and emotional sight. 

As the King walked past someone shouted out from the 

crowd “God Save the King” and after the cortege had gone 

past, a round of  

applause filled the silence.  

 

We then made our way to Green Park to lay some flowers 

and look at the amazing displays that had been created. 

The smell was beautiful and those walking around were 

quiet and respectful. 

 

I am not a massive royalist but the Queen has been a part 

of my whole life. I would salute her photo as a Brownie, 

watch the Queen’s speech on Christmas day, saw the de-

light on my Grandmas face when she received a card from 

the Queen on her Diamond wedding anniversary and was 

lucky enough to visit to Buckingham Palace as a teenager, 

when my Dad received a medal that was presented to him 

by the Queen. I feel privileged to have been able to pay 

my respects to our Queen and to have been part of this 

incredible experience. The memories will remain with me 

forever. Mrs Jones 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 7 

The MFL faculty were delighted to welcome our 

German exchange students and teachers from 

Otto-Hahn Gymnasium, Springe into Alcester 

Academy this week.  

 

On Wednesday, we spent a sunny day in  

Stratford where the students visited  

Shakespeare's birthplace, completed a treasure 

hunt and enjoyed lunch at Nando's. On Thursday, 

the German students spent time in school visiting 

lessons and experiencing school life in England.  

This was followed by a visit to the Mayor of  

Alcester, Mrs Kathryn Cargill, who gave an inter-

esting talk to the students about her role in the 

town. German students then had afternoon tea at  

Orangemabel. It was an action-packed visit and it 

was lovely to see the two groups of students  

mixing and conversing in German and English.  

 

Mrs Weatherley 

German exchange trip 
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Our House competition has officially been relaunched!  

This week, years 7, 8, 9 and 10 have had assemblies on our Houses within the Academy. This was a 

great way to remind our students of the history behind our Houses and introduce them to our compe-

tition this year. As a part of this, we have also launched our first House competition of the year!  

 

Top House this week:  
Billesley! 

 

Top House Epraise points this week: 

Billesley! 
 

Top House students on Epraise this week:  

Billesley – Skye (8NE) 

Ragley – Luke (11BR)  

Greville – Amelia (8NE)  

Oversley – Skye (8BI) 

 

 

Design a shield competition 

During tutor time, students in years 7, 8, 9 and 10 are going to design their new House shields!  

 

They need to consider:  

 

Their House name and colour  

The history behind their House  

The values behind their House  

 

This is due on Monday 31st October and to be handed into myself or their tutors.  

Any questions or extra entries, please come and see me (E1).  

Miss Lewis 
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Epraise Leaderboard—past 7 days 

 

Top Students—past 7 days: 

1 Luke   11BR  56 points 

2 Zoey   11BR  33 points 

2 Arturo  8TY  33 points 

4 Maisie 11BR  31 points 

5 Charlie 9SO  28 points 

5 Osian  9PW  28 points 

7 Emmy-Lou  9PW  26 points 

7 Emily  10MG  26 points 

7 Kobe   9HL  26 points 

10 Edward  11BR  25 points 
 
 

Top Tutor—past 7 days: 

1 11BR  491 points 

2 7WI  357 points 

3 9PW  341 points 

4 9HL  312 points 

5 8BI  309 points 

6 10ST  302 points 

7 8MO  299 points 

8 9SO  295 points 

9 7KA  291 points 

10 9RO  288 points 

 

Top Staff—past 7 days: 

1 Mr Martin  674 points 

2 Mrs Mellors  611 points 

3 Mr Bowater  586 points 

4 Mr Bastock  465 points 

5 Miss Taylor  452 points 

6 Mr Yarrington 391 points 

7 Miss Burgess 382 points 

8 Mr Rossiter  358 points 

9 Miss Bishop  346 points 

10 Mrs Stedman 233 points 
 

 

Top Subjects—past 7 days: 

1 Science  1237 points 

2 Geography  882 points 

3 Maths   756 points 

4 History  662 points 

5 IT   530 points 

6 Art   370 points 

7 English  314 points 

8 Computing  168 points 

9 French  101 points 

10 Design Technology 87 points 
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Term Dates 2022-23 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2022  

School closed   Monday 5th & Tuesday 6th September 2022 

     Teacher training days 

 

Autumn Term begins  

Years 7 and 11  only  Wednesday 7th September 2022 

Years 8, 9 and 10 only  Thursday 8th September 2022 

All students back   Friday 9th September 2022 

 

Half term    Monday 24th October – Friday 28th October 2022 

Back to school    Monday 31 st  October 2022  

   

Autumn Term ends  Friday 16th December 2022 at 12.40pm 

  

SPRING TERM 2023  

School closed   Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

     Teacher training day 

 

Spring Term begins   Wednesday 4 th  January 2023  

 

Half Term     Monday 20th – Friday 24th February 2023 

Back to school    Monday 27 th  February 2023  

  

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 31st March 2023 at 12.40pm 

  

SUMMER TERM 2023  

Summer Term begins   Monday 17 th  April 2023  

 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 1st May 2023 

 

Half Term     Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2023 

Back to school    Monday 5 th  June 2023  

     

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 
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The maths team are very excited the announce the 

start of our BRAND NEW house problem solving 

competition! Every fortnight three thought-

provoking problems will be posted and students 

can submit their solutions into the entry box  

located in M2 (see photo). Regardless of year group, 

students can enter themselves for any question 

bronze, silver or gold. Check out our first set of 

challenges for students above.  

 

Deadline is 3rd  October 2022 for these  

questions. Make sure to check the bulletin every 

week to see what the current problems are!  

 

 

 

The best solutions earn 10 points for their House 

along with a certificate to take home for their 

achievement. As well as being a great way for stu-

dents to earn points for their Houses, we hope that 

from this competition students can engage with 

maths in more real-life contexts, and use the 

knowledge and understanding they have already to 

work on developing their problem solving skills, a 

transferable skill that can be applied to whatever 

students go on to do in the future. Most of all 

though, we hope they (and parents at home!) have 

fun tackling these challenges together!  

 

Miss Home 

MATHS—House Problem Solving 
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Extra Curricular activities are now all fully  

running. We've had a great first week with many 

students taking advantage of the wonderful  

opportunities available to them.  

 

It's still not too late to join. If your child is still  

interested, then please speak to the leader involved 

and start taking part.  

 

Miss Sacco 

Extra Curricular Autumn Timetable  
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Year 11 can now find all information regarding 

post-16 open events on their Google Classroom.  

 

The majority of provisions are requesting they 

book in advance and I have included the links to 

do this.  

 

The Post-16 Google classroom code is: 

wauovgl 

Careers Zone News 
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School Attendance 

Whole School attendance this week ñ94.4% 

 

This week's top tutor groups:  

7WI ñ 99.1% - brilliant!  

8BI ñ 96.6% - brilliant!  

9PW ñ 100% - amazing!  

9RO ñ 100% - amazing!  

10MG  ñ 96.8% - brilliant!  

11BA ñ 97.7% - brilliant!  

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support and I 

look forward to working with you to achieve 

the best possible attendance.  

Mrs Paula Taylor ñAttendance Officer  
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Purpose of the Role  

To provide effective professional secretarial and administrative support to the Senior Leadership 

Team and School Business Manager. Please view the advert on the school website.  

 

The Application Process  

Please complete an Alcester Academy application form which can be found on our website. 

A written statement in support of your application will be accepted but we do not consider CVs.  

The application deadline is 12 noon on Friday 7th October 2022  

Interviews will take place during week beginning 17th October 2022  

If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy or wish to visit the school, please contact:  

admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk  

We look forward to receiving your application  

Full Time—Working Term Time Only  

(39 weeks including 5 Teacher Training days)  

Scale F range 6-11 FTE £20,043 starting salary (pay award pending) 

(Actual pro rata £16,799)  

Closing Date: Friday 7th October at 12 noon  

Interviews: Week beginning 17th October 2022  

Starting: ASAP  

Vacancy 

SLT Support Administrator 

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

Sporting fixtures 

Monday 26/09/22   

Year 10/11 Girls Football tournament at Stratford School 

 

Tuesday 27/09/22    

Year 7 Football versus Studley (HOME) 

 

Tuesday 27/09/22    

Year 10 Football versus Shipston (AWAY) 

 

Wednesday 28/09/22   

Year 11 Netball tournament (Stratford School) 

 

Thursday 29/09/22   

Year 9 Football versus Stratford (HOME) 

  

Next weekôs clubs 

Lunchtime—Table tennis 1.45pm—2.15pm. 

 

After school—please note the changes in RED to timetable below: 

There will be 2 changes to Sports Clubs next week due to fixtures taking place on Tuesday:  

Year 8 Football moved to Friday for next week only  

All years girls Football moved to Friday for next week only.  


