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Dear parents and carers,

Good afternoon. I hope
that you have had a great
week. Can you believe that
it is nearly the end of
term? There is a busy week
planned here next week to
include our Sports Awards
evening, our brand new
KS3 swimming gala, Depu-
ty Head interviews, English interviews and
hopefully some time within all of this for our
students to find some chocolate around the
school in our annual Easter Egg Hunt!
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Thank you for your support after a more diffi-
cult day than usual here yesterday. I refer to
my message to you about the vandalism that
we were incurring. I think that the students are
now confident that there are no cameras in any
of the toilets and that there will never be! We
are now live with the vape sensors once one or
two repairs are conducted after this vandalism.
On a safeguarding theme, it is really important
that I reiterate to you that children’s privacy
whilst in the toilets continues to be our highest
priority.

After many years at the school, we also say a
very difficult farewell to Mr Paul Alexander

next week as he takes his
retirement. I know that
many of you were taught by
Mr Alexander, or his

dear wife Mandy. I will
write more about Mr Alex-
ander’s time with us in next
week’s bulletin. Please do
feel free to send him any
heartfelt messages over this next

week paulalexander@alcesteracademy.org.uk.

PTA Bingo

Thank you to all of you who attended last
Friday’s bingo event. We had a wonderful even-
ing. I am thrilled to let you know that we raised
£1,238 towards our Chrome Book collection. I
want to take this opportunity to thank Mr Mil-
len for being an exceptional caller, to staff and
students for supporting, and a big thank you to
our PTA members for organising this. If you
want to get involved, please email us

on Friends@alcesteracademy.org.uk.
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Year 11 Exam Timetables Safeguarding over the Easter period

Year 11s have been given their final exam timeta- We will be taking some time off over Easter.
bles this week. Not long to go now! In tutor period, If you need any support over this period of time,
they spent time considering topic areas that still please see contacts at:

require extra revision over Easter. Staff will be

completing the year 11s final school report over hitps//www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/
Easter and this will include Mock 2 data for you.

These will be issued very soon upon return to For urgent concerns - if you have an
school.

urgent child protection concern and need

We had the leavers photo taken this week. We've to get in touch with Front Door please call

moved with the times in the digital era now and 0.1 926 414144.

the students and staff have all been put together Lines are open:

to create a group shot. It’s a great result! Monday to Thursday - 8.30am — 5:30pm

_ Friday - 8.30am — 5:00pm

Year 10 Exam Timetables Out of hours - if you need to get in touch
Year 10s had their timetables this week. Mrs Kirby ot ()f usual office hours, please contact the
has added to this the specific equipment required Emergency Duty Team immediately on
each time and an overview of the paper, if 01926 886929,

appropriate.

Thank you to parents who attended the online EmergenCie:S - if‘_you think that a Child
forum last night about exams. I hope that you is at immediate risk, contact the police

found it useful. immediately on 999.

Non-urgent concerns -
complete the Multi Agency Contact Form
and send to email.

To report a crime or raise a concern about
abuse with Warwickshire Police, you can
phone non-emergency number on: 101.

But if it is an emergency always dial: 999

Congratulations year 11s

HUGE congratulations to the year 11 football
squad for their epic win on Tuesday night! We
are so proud of you. Thanks for saving the day
too during the match Mr Powell! Mr Powell
heroically provided a boot to one of the boys who
broke theirs during the game! We're looking
forward to having Mr Moffatt back with us
again next week following his nasty ski injury.

Rock Academy

We are looking forward to seeing you at the
next gig after Easter.

Don't forget your clocks this weekend!

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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End of term We will have a non-uniform day on Friday

31st March. There is no donation required this
time. Please ensure that your child’s clothing is
suitable for school.

Just a reminder that we break up at 12.40pm next
Friday for the end of term. The one way traffic
route will operate in order to help logistics please.
In via Gerard Road from Captain’s Hill, and
exit via Throckmorton Road. This just helps
the flow to work as smoothly as possible,
thank you.

Wishing you all a super weekend ahead.

Best wishes
Sarah Mellors—Headteacher
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A message from
Warwickshire Whale Pod...

After our success at the trade fair in Leaming-
ton Spa, where we won the Best Customer
Service award, Warwickshire Whale Pod is
now selling tote bags in school!

If you are interested in buying one of our hand
printed tote bags, please visit the Careers Zone.

Prices will be displayed there.

Thank you—WWP
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Warwickshire Secondary Book Award Trip 2023

The winners of the compe- NNIP Y K
titions that students had JENNIFER KILLICK

entered were announced. -
A

We had two winners! Eva
Millington for her stun-
ning drawing of the dog
from While the Storm
Rages (the picture does
not do it justice) and
Monty Payne for his blog
post about his experience
On Thursday twelve very well behaved and excit- of the book award — please
ed students from year 7, that have been reading  read his blog as it will give
and voting for their favourite books as part of you a student’s perspec-
WSBA23, travelled to King’s High School in tive of the books.

Warwick for the final award ceremony, along with Finally, the overall winning book was an-
lots of other schools from all over Warwickshire.  nounced...... Dread Wood by Jennifer Killick.

Our students cast their votes last week and our The students were then able to spend some time
results were sent off to the Warwickshire School  taking to the authors and having books signed,
Library Service to be added to the results from all before returning to the Academy.

the other schools. It was a very close call, but the

overall winning book for us at Alcester Academy  Thank you to Mrs Bennett for driving us there

was The Memory Thieves by Darren Simpson. and back.

Two of the authors, Robin Scott-Elliot and Darren

Simpson were able to attend in person, while Mrs Hands—LRC Manager
Keith Gray and Jennifer Killick joined us via a

e

live link, and Phil Earle and William Sutcliffe |
sent in pre-recorded messages. 5

Robin, Darren, Keith and Jennifer spoke to us
about their writing, what inspires them, how they
got started as authors and answered lots of
questions from the students.

Wiridshirt Stcandary
Boak Rward 2023
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Warwickshire Secondary Book Awards 2023

Blog Post Entry by Monty Payne

My time at the Warwickshire Book Awards has been amazing! The books have
been fantastic.

To start of the award, | read Dread Wood by Jennifer Killick. This book was
interesting because of all the different adventures. My favourite part was
when they climbed on to the top of the science block roof!

For my next book | read was, The Summer We Turned Green by William
Sutcliffe. My favourite was when Skye escaped from her home and ran next
door to the house! This created drama in the book which | loved.
Unfortunately, | did not finish this book.

After that, | read The Climbers by Keith Grey. This is my favourite book out of
the six that we read because | loved the friendship between Sully and
Nottingham at the end of the story.

Next, | read Hide and Seek by Robin- Scott Elliot which was interesting because
it felt like | went back in time, and | was really living the life of Amelia Deyfrus. |
love books that take you back in time.

Penultimately, | read While The Storm Rages by Phil Earle. Oh how the dogs
sound so cute! This book really took you on a journey throughout time. | liked
the ending because it brought a warm feeling to my heart.

For my last book | read the Memory Thieves by Darron Simpson. | loved the
dystopian feel to the read. It feels like | was in a whole different universe! Cyan
was an interesting character because he was different to everyone else.

My time at the Warwickshire Secondary Book Awards has been the best! My
favourite book | have read must be The Climbers by Keith Grey | loved the
narrative throughout the whole book from start to finish!

By,
Monty
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Photography of the Week

Year 9 photographers have been investigating the work of Nico Goodden
and exploring colour pop edits on Photoshop.

They have created the following outcomes from their own photography.
Well done year 9!

Miss Nemeshanyi
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WOW what a week! Last week saw 98 of our
year 10 cohort leave the comfort of the Academy
to take place in our work experience scheme.
This is a voluntary scheme which offers students
the opportunity to look closely at potential career
choices for the future. It allows them to make
informed decisions post-16 and is a valuable
support to the careers advice we offer in school.
Nothing can compare to a lived experience and
thankfully, post pandemic, we can now start the
annual process of encouraging our students out
into the wider community.

This has only been possible thanks to the over-
whelming support from families, friends and
businesses within not only Alcester, but also
much further afield. We have been incredibly
humbled at the lengths our support network has
gone to in order to offer exciting, motivational
and inspirational experiences.

A number students have potential weekend job
offers following the week, and every student has
said it’s been invaluable so far as them making
career choices moving forward. I think you’ll
agree it’s been a very special week. I hope you

sster Tennis Club

RIENTCE

enjoy looking at some of the employer comments
and memories that have been created and I
cannot wait to begin the process again with the
current year 9s in the Autumn.

Miss Bartlett
Careers Co—ordinator

Just a quick note to let
you know that we have
had a great week with
Adam and hope that he
has enjoyed his week
with us too.

art

BREWING C©

Throughout the week, Adam has been extremely
punctual, courteous, eloquent and willing to learn
during his time at the brewery.

We have found Adam to be quietly confident and
he has not been afraid to ask questions, when re-

quired.

Claire at Purity Brewery

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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E X-PERTENICE

We have thoroughly enjoyed having Jessie, Ava and Alcester Academy student Diana made a very

Kara in the nursery for the past five days. They positive impression on all the professionals she met
have acted professionally throughout, worked well — during the week. You certainly did your school

as part of a team and built great relationships with proud! We are thrilled to hear you would like to join

the children. The girls are a real credit to your us as a volunteer during the school holidays.
school and presented themselves maturely at all
times. Nic at Alcester Children and Family Centre

Penny at Alcester Nursery Studio

Warwickshire
E@A County Council

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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Thank you to the following companies who supported our
year 10 work experience students...

C & H Decorating Ltd

Paul Lenards

Jaguar Landrover

Great Alne Primary School

FW Thorpe Plc

Bidford Primary School
Walnut Hill Equine Clinic
Fundamental Movement Academy
Wolverton Primary School
Welford Primary

Scallywags

Welford Primary

Broadlane Caravans

Skilts Farm Stables

Alcester Nursey Studio
Bidford Bright Stars Nursery
CE Marketing Association
Alcester Nursey Studio
Polkadot Nursery

Fatherson Bakery

Mavericks

Livery Yard

Broom Joinery

Ridgeways Quantity Surveyors
Tilly Rose Beauty Boutique
Alcester Children and Family Centre
CE Marketing Association
Stratford Playhouse

J Ridlers Auto Repairs

Walls and Ceilings

Now Tennis/Inspire 2 Coach

E X-PERITENCE

Caffeine and Machine

AEC Services Midlands Ltd
Chin Badger Media

The Old Station Nursery
Rotec

Annabels Country Canines

Escape Arts

Stratford Children and Family Centre

Bruern Cottages

WW Truck and Bus

Balfour Beatty Vinci

Angling Direct

Coughton Primary School

1 Mill Street

Fundamental Movement Academy
Wootton Wawen Primary School
Osco's At Blenheims Cafe

St Nicholas Primary School
Alcester Nursey Studio
Unique Hair and Beauty

St Nicholas Primary School
Marathon Kids/Raceways
AGS Gas Ltd

Coventry University Group
DHL Supply Chain

Top Service Ltd
Warwickshire Police
Dunnington Primary School
Purity Brewing Co

ACT Painting and Decorating

St Nicholas Primary School

Oak Farm Kennels

Jumar

Christopher Poel Watches
Great Alne Primary

D. Homans

Bridge Garage

Alcester Care Home

Salford Priors Primary
Protek Engineering

Equine Water Treadmill Centre
Masefields Architects & Surveyors
Meadow View Care Centre
White Cross Vets
Orangemabel

Morris Mica

Damand Installs

Visual Foods Ltd

IHG Indigo Hotel

Viezu Technologies
Converging Solutions Ltd
Broom Joinery

EFX

Cottage Farm Stables

Faun Zoeller

Bidford Bright Stars Nursery
Cottons Accountants

Specialist Aviation Services

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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Congratulations to year 11 Hospitality and Catering students

This week was practical assessment week for our students as part of their controlled assessment.
There were some wonderful dishes being created. Well done to all.

. >
catering and

hospitality

g Book Fair
@ U:CES:“[E R The Scholastic Book Fair
will run until Tuesday
(LLH @ RITY{ of next week, at break and
lunchtimes in the LRC.
@UIZ NII@HT Thank you for your
— support so far.

Saturday 15th April Mrs Hands

Alcester’s Eric Payne
Community Centre, B49 6AG

Doors at 7pm for 7.30pm start

MSCHOLASTIC
Book Fairs

Bring your own food & drink Your pop-up
Tickets £6 per person, max teams of 6 school book shop!

Tickets from Town Council Offices, Globe House,
01789 766084
Or contact Kathryn Cargill on 07745 608567 or at
keargill.ate@gmail.com

There will be a raffle. All proceeds in aid of the Chairman of
Stratford District Council & the Mayor of Alcester's charilies

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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Neurodiversity Celebration Week and
Autism Acceptance Week
27th March to 2nd April 2023

Neurodiversity .

o A t
Celebraflon ccvevze?(nce

- We e k 27 March - 2 April 2023
-

Celebrating Different Minds

Next week (from 27th March) Alcester Academy
will be supporting Neurodiversity Celebration
Week and Autism Acceptance Week. These are
worldwide initiatives that aim to challenge the
stereotypes and misconceptions about neurologi-
cal differences and to transform how neurodiver-
gent individuals are perceived and supported.

Depending on how our brains are wired we think,
move, process information and communicate in
different ways. Many people in our community
use neurodiversity as an umbrella term used to
describe alternative thinking styles such as Dys-
lexia, DCD (Dyspraxia), Dyscalculia, Autism and
ADHD.

We will be running a number of activities through
the week including a parent coffee morning with
our specialist teacher, Lucy Clarke from SEND
Supported. Please contact our SENCO, Anita
Bush if you are interested in attending:
SEND@alcesteracademy.org.uk.

World Autism
Acceptance

Week

27 March - 2 April 2023

PARENTS -SAVE THE DATE

Coffee Morning
Thursday 30th March

Lucy Clarke from Send Supported will be holding
both private and group drop-in sessions
for students on Thursday 30t" March.
Please speak to your tutor if you would like to book an appointment.

9am - 10am

Lucy Clarke from Send Supported
will be joining parents for an
informal session to discuss any of

‘ B i
your questions on autism or other - x Notionol l & SEND Supported
neurodiverse conditions. | re Suppo[tlng

Contact Mrs Bush
for further details:

SEND@alcesteracademy.org.uk - .
Wor'd AUt|Sm Students have the opportunity to join Lucy

5 mm Accepta nce Week for an informal drop-in at break time—
~ W@N SEND Supported 27 M . in the LRC or they can see their tutor
u arch - 2 April 2023
l - or Mrs Bush to book an
individual appointment.

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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Other opportunities available...

Coventry and Warwickshire Integrated Care
System will be holding a series of free online
events for both professionals and families, to
enrich their understanding of Neurodiversity and
Autism and the support available locally.

Coventry and Warwickshire
Integrated Care System

Tuesday 28 March, 10.30-11.30am,
Neurodivergent Language: Sharing learning
from Neurodivergent people and their
families/carers.

Tuesday 28 March, 6.45 - 7.45pm, Act for
Autism: Self-awareness and self-identity
including Q&A. Be the first to see the latest film
from the award winning Act for Autism.

Tuesday 28 March, 1pm - 2.30pm, Nurturing a

positive Autistic identity for professionals.

Wednesday 29 March, 12pm - 1.30pm.
Nurturing a positive Autistic identity for
families and carers.

For more information and to book onto any of the
webinars above follow the links here: Neurodiversi-
ty Celebration Week 2023 | OQur News | Coventry
and Warwickshire Partnership NHS Trust
(covwarkpt.nhs.uk)

Further support for Neurodivergent families and
children and young people living in Coventry and
Warwickshire can be found in this e-booklet which
provides links to a wealth of information and ad-
vice on services and support across the area. The
booklet was co-produced with input from profes-
sionals across Coventry and Warwickshire, plus
Neurodivergent people and their families : Infor-
mation and Advice for Neurodivergent People and

their Families.pdf (covwarkpt.nhs.uk)

Warwickshire
County Council

Information and Advice
for Neurodivergent Peopl
and their Families "=

(o-v-"y ty Coumcd ‘

Conmry.-d“‘ i

bmag vt Coy Lrvam P

Version one: July 2022

[INHS|

Coventry and
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Wellbeing Advisers

Referral Guidance

%ﬂd . = BRE -
Coventry and % —\Children DE'OItte
Warwickshire in Need

Anyone aged 15-24 with mild to moderate mental health needs can see

an adviser.

Our wellbeing advisers are trained to work with young people and young adults.
They can find help if they are down or anxious and make a plan with them.

Mild to moderate mental health — what does this mean?

A mild mental health problemis when a person has a small number of symptoms
that have a limited effect on their daily life.

A moderate mental health problemis when a person has more symptoms that
can make their daily life much more difficult than usual.

The aim of this project is to
1. Increase confidence and ability to manage mental health
2. Improve mental health outcomes
3. Increase and strengthen support networks
4. Empower young people to influence and lead mental health support for
their peers

Referrals can be made from across Coventry and Warwickshire by

1. Anyone who knows someone aged 15-24-years old
2. Self-referrals from 16-24-year-olds
3. Parent/carers and professionals

What can we offer?

1. Anadviser will chat to a young person about how they feel

2. Togetherthey’ll choose what support to try. This could be counselling,
community groups or health services

3. Adbvisers can talk over the phone, by video call, or face to face in
school/college/university, CW Mind buildings or community spaces

4. Check-ins and catch ups to make sure that the young personis in the right
service for them and does not need more urgent help

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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Advisers do not offer

Counselling

Therapeuticinterventions

Support for complex or severe mental health needs

Long-term support (this project is currently only accepting referrals until
November 2023)

AW

What to expect?

e Once signed up for the service, the young person will be sent information
to help prepare for the first session

e First session will explore -

o how things are for the young person

what they want to change, or achieve

where to start and which support they wish to access

agree when do they want to do this by

a trusted adult can attend this session

e The young person will then be encouraged to access their chosen support
either with a trusted adult, friend/peer or their wellbeing adviser, and
agree check in times with their wellbeing adviser to see how things are
going

e Checkins can be completed in various ways - face to face, over the phone,
video call — whichever method suits the young person, and will last no
longer than 30mins

e The young person may wish to leave the service once they have completed
their chosen support pathway, or they may wish to stay and explore other
support pathways

O O 0 o

Next steps Please complete our sign-up form:

www.cwmind.org.uk/wellbeing-advisors/

For more information

Phone: (024) 7663 1835 Email: wba@cwmind.org.uk

Website: www.cwmind.org.uk

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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Report incidents of bullying,
theft, cyber issues, crime or anti-social behaviour...

This week we have talked to students If there are any concerns please

about the importance of reporting any report them by talking to your tutor,

bullying or unkind behaviour. by talking to the staff in LSU, or
through the Text Academy service.

We have also talked about the

different types of bullying. Miss Buckthorp

Alcester Academy need to be made P

aware of any bullying or unkind N \-\E

behaviour—so that we can support \NE ch £ ngl
our students. - —

Bullying is when someone aggressivel);

uses their “power” to target another
individual with repeated, unwanted
words or actions, hurting them

physically and/or emotionally.

4 Yypes of BULLYING

PHYSSCAL WERBPAL SOCIAL CYBER
Bullying Bullying Bullying Bullying

Hitting, kicking, r Lying and spreading
slapping. pinching. rumors
" Insults
spitting, tripping,
pushing, blocking

Intimidation Making online threats

Telling others not to be
friends with someone
Making mean or rude

hand gestures
Inappropriate sexual Deliberately excluding

comments s . others online
Damaging someone’s

social reputation or

relationships
Threatening to

cause harm
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TEXTACADEMY

Report incidents of bullying, theft,
cyber issues, crime or anti-social behaviour

Alcester
Academy

I’m being bullied - | don't know what to do -
textacademy to 07563130478
with your message
or
email your message to:
textacademy@alcesteracademy.org.uk

07563130478
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Useful Diary Dates

Thursday 30th March—Sports Awards Evening. Invited students.
Friday 31st March—End of term. Finish at 12.40pm. One way system on Gerard Road in operation.

Year 10 revision guides

Available direct from the science department
with a cash payment.

Sets 1 to 3 need to purchase three separate
books. Price is £9 in total.

For Sets 4 and 5 there is a combined book.
Price 1s £6 each.

Your House
Easter egg!

You need to design your perfect House Easter egg
This can be presented in any way (the more creative the better!) and needs to include:

< What the outside design of your Easter egg would ook like
How iz it going to represent your House?

% What your Easter egg would taste like
Think about how it could taste better than any of the Houses

% Why your House Easter egg is the best Easter egg!

Entries need to be given to Miss Lewis (E1) by Friday 31 March.

Design your own model castle!

This can be any type of castle (e.g. Motte and Bailey, Stone keep, Concentric), and can be ma
any type of material (e.g. cardboard, lollipop sticks, lego, papier mache, playdough, plywood etc -
have even had a Castle Cake in the past!)

Entries to be given to either Mr Rossiter (H1) or Miss Lewis (E1).

Closing date for entries: Thursday 30th March

House points up for grabs and prizes for best in each house

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *
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praise

Epraise Leaderboard—this week

Top Students—this week: Top Staff—this week:

1 Ola 7KA 13 points 1 Mr Bastock 462 points
2 Lucas 9PW 12 points 2 Mrs Weatherley 351 points
2 Isaac 9SO 12 points 3 Mr Rossiter 267 points
4 Mia 9SO 11 points 4 Mr Martin 210 points
4 Ben 9SO 11 points 5 Mr Yarrington 181 points
4 Lilla 9HL 11 points 6 Miss Home 132 points
7 Ted 11BR 10 points 7 Mrs Burgess 129 points
7 Oliver 11HK 10 points 8 Miss Cooper 97 points
7 Ashton 11BA 10 points 9 Miss Lewis 83 points
7 Skye 8BI 10 points 10 Mr Bowater 80 points
Top Tutor—this week: Top Subjects—this week:

1 9S0 180 points 1 Maths 630 points
2 11BR 177 points 2 Science 399 points
3 9HL 156 points 3 French 340 points
4 9PW 151 points 4 History 315 points
5 7LE 141 points 5 English 213 points
6 9AN 124 points 6 Art 182 points
7 TKA 120 points 7 Geography 172 points
8 8MO 116 points 8 German 75 points
9 TRA 115 points 9 Computing 60 points
10 10BW 114 points 10 Performing Arts 48 points

Congratulations to Ethan (Oversley) for reading half a million words this week!

Reminder:
Please submit entries for the History House competition to Miss Lewis or Mr Rossiter.
Please submit entries to Miss Lewis for the House Easter competition.

Top House this week: Oversley
Top Epraise points this week: Greville

Top students on Epraise this week:
Billesley — Ola (7TKA)

Ragley — Ben (9S0)

Greville — Ted (11BR)

Oversley — Skye (8BI)

Miss Lewis
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which
has clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of
children of compulsory school age are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular
basis. The Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children
must attend school on every day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child
who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are likely to be considered
as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.

Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil
Registration) (England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence,
the school are obliged to act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence
during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave
is granted, head teachers are able to determine the number of school days a child can be absent
for.

It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the
circumstances warrant the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence
requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent.

Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own
merits.

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be
required to be in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that
period, it will be recorded as an unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken
against the parent(s), by way of a Fixed Penalty Notice.

Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being
issued to the parent(s).

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the
Warwickshire Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council.

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for
example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120
each, totalling £240 for both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).

Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the
matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council's Legal Services to consider instigating
criminal proceedings under S444 Education Act 1996.

Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council's Code of
Conduct for Penalty Notices.

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire School pupils recorded 37,021 half day sessions of absence
due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring terms 2021/22.
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Attendance News

Whole School—93%
TRA—98.1%

9S0—98.1%
10YA—96.4%
11BR—97.7%

Top house—Billesley

8MO—96.9% \—T‘E nn“e i

MATTERS
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We also have great rewards at the end of term for
students who have the following:
Improved attendance since last term
Over 95% attendance this term
100% this half term and overall
Top tutor per year group

This means that every student has the
opportunity to earn rewards for attendance.

Mrs Mellors has agreed that if we as a school can ~ With your support our school target of 96% is

reach 95% attendance for a week this half term, achievable. Please remember we are always here
the students will receive an extended break and to support you should you have any attendance
lunch for one day the following week. This is a concerns.

fabulous reward—Ilet's see if we achieve 95%

next week!

Mrs Taylor—Attendance Officer

Term Dates
SPRING TERM 2023

Spring Term ends (Easter)

SUMMER TERM 2023

Summer Term begins
May Bank Holiday
Bank Holiday

Half Term

Back to school
Summer Term ends

School closed

AUTUMN TERM 2023
School closed

Autumn Term begins
Years 7 and 11 only
Years 8, 9 and 10 only
All students back
School closed

Half term
Back to school
Autumn Term ends
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Friday 31st March 2023 at 12.40pm

Monday 17tk April 2023

Monday 1st May 2023

Monday 8th May 2023

Monday 29th May — Friday 2rd June 2023
Monday 5th June 2023

Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm
Monday 24 & Tuesday 25" July 2023
Disaggregated teacher training days

Friday 1st September 2023

Disaggregated teacher training day
Monday 4 & Tuesday 5 September 2023
Teacher training days

Wednesday 6th September 2023

Thursday 7th September 2023

Friday 8th September 2023

Friday 27" October 2023

Teacher training day

Monday 30tk October — Friday 34 November 2023
Monday 6t November 2023

Friday 22nd December 2023 at 12.40pm



Page 24

We have an exciting opportunity we would like to tell you about.

We have been awarded some money by the Innovation Fund through Caring Together
Warwickshire commissioned by Warwickshire County Council to provide a pilot for
befriending to our young carers.

The befriender (you) will take young carers in groups of 3 out on small trips/activities. These
could be anything from a trip to the park, library, walk, bowling, cinema or café etc for an
hour or so where they can socialise with each other and their befriender (hopefully you!).
We will make the arrangements for you and tell you where you need to go, however, the
more you get to know your little group, you all may decide yourselves where you want to go
and what you want to do the next week.

We will cover all costs incurred for young carers and we will pay you an hourly rate of
£10.19 an hour and cover all travel expenses.

As mentioned previously, young carers will be in groups of three and they will come from
the same locality. We will also keep them in similar age bands as the aim is for them to
make friends with peers who might have similar interests.

What we would need from you is an evening a week where you would be able to take a
group of three young carers out and a keen interest in getting to know a lovely group of
young carers! You will need to feel confident in taking your small group of three out
unaccompanied, however, the staff here will always be on call to offer you full support
throughout your befriending session.

We would imagine the maximum time commitment to be between 2 - 3 hrs for a
trip/activity including travel to collect and drop young carers home. If you are available for
more than one activity, that would be fab!

You will need to hold a driving license for this role as you will be required to collect all three
children and bring them home. You will need to have business use on your car insurance.

If you are interested in taking part in this exciting opportunity and helping us shape our new
befriending scheme here at Warwickshire Young Carers, we would love to hear from you!

Please email us and let us know your availability, or if you would like more information, give
us a call to discuss.

We look forward to hearing from you.
Best wishes,

The Team at Warwickshire Young Carers
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In science news this week...

Record breaking electric car challenge from Arctic to

Antarctic “ I
Two people from Aberdeen are hoping to smash a record by driving ‘ ) Y '
from the Arctic all the way down to Antarctica. They will be e _ N

attempting the record in an electric car, which will be powered by a
wind turbine and solar panels.

They will be travelling 17,000 miles through the Arctic, Canada,
USA, Mexico, Nicaragua, Honduras, Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia,
Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Argentina and Antarctica. The couple expect
the challenge to take 10 months, and have timed it to make the most
of the available sunlight due to the seasons, and the 24/7 daylight in
Antarctica in December.

Scientists find rocks ‘made of plastic’ on remote island 3
Scientists say they are worried after finding rock made from plastic .
debris on a remote island in South America. The discovery was

made on Trinidade Island, and uninhabited volcanic island off the

east coast of Brazil. Experts say that melted plastic has become in-
tertwined with the rocks and that pollution has mainly come from
fishing nets. The island isn’t inhabited by humans, however the site

1s an important, protected site for green turtles.

Spring equinox 2023: What is it and why are there
different start dates?

Monday, 20th March is the spring equinox, which marks the start
of the season where the days start to get longer and trees slowly
start to turn green.

METEOROLOGICAL SEASON: this splits the year into four sea-
sons of 3 full months. This means that every year spring begins
on 1 March and lasts until 31 May.

ASTRONOMICAL SEASON: this is determined by the Earth’s
tilt as it goes around the Sun. The astronomical season depends
on the date of the spring equinox and varies a bit each year.

North Yorkshire village to become the first in England to use ==

stargazing-friendly lighting. — =]
If you have never seen the huge collection of stars, gas
and dust that make up our galaxy, one reason why
could be light pollution.

One village in North Yorkshire is hoping to combat this.

Hawnby is swapping out their regular streetlamps, and more than
100 other different outdoor lights, for ones that are more stargazing-
friendly, and they’ll be the first village in England to do it.

Putting in these new streetlamps will mean that people can go to
Hawnby and other areas in the National Park where Hawnby is
found to see the Milky Way, planets and meteors at any time of
year.

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *



Page 26

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

Next week’s fixtures:

Monday 27th March — Year 9 Football v Studley

@

Year 9 Football versus Studley

@

Alcester 27/3/2023 Alcester
Academy Academy
Squad selected: [9. M. Wilkes Information:

K. Turner

J. Searle

H. Watkins

C. McManus
M. Weston

J. Howl

M. Greenawa
S. Newby

o N R N

10. O. Mayneord
11. T. Stanton

12. J. Waterhouse
13. C. Evans

14. L. Marsh

15. C. Hoffman

1

* All selected for cup fixture to be
played at HOME on Monday
27" March

* All to change at lunch and
report to Top Field at 3.25pm

* Bring own PE kit, shin pads,
jacket and a drink

* All to be picked up from
Alcester Academy School
approx. 5.30pm

Tuesday 28th March — Year 8 Football v Henley (AWAY)

@

Alcester
Academy

Year 8 Football versus Henley

@

Squad selected:
J. Tremble

A. Wyllie
A. Beasley
D. Skinner
M. Parker
A. Dipple
W. Cotton
D. Edkins

L W n e e

28/03/2023 Alcester
Academy
9. D. Edmunds Information:
10 * All selected for League fixture
’ to be played AWAY on Tuesday
11.T. Steele 28" March
* All to report to gym at lunch to
12.0. HObday change and meet in PE at
13. S. Smith 3.25pm.
* Bring own PE kit, shin pads and
14. ). Perry a drink. Bring a warm jacket

also.

* All to be picked up from
Alcester  Academy School

approx. 5.45-6pm
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

Tuesday 28th March — Year 10 Cup Semi-Final v Aylesford

@

Year 10 Football v Aylesford (HOME) @

* All to be picked up from Alcester

28/3/2023
Alcester Alcester
Squad selected: |9.S. Arlow Information:
1. J. Moll 10. L. Jelfs * All selected for the squad to play
Aylesfordin the SW SFA CUP Semi-
2. J. Harrison 11. L. Millard final on Tuesday 28/03/23
* All to change at lunchtime and to
3. L.Casey 12. S. Verrall Feartts Top Aokt &t 3.256rd
4. L. Coathup 13. K. Grubb * Bring own black shorts, blue socks,
5. N. Millar 14. T. Steele shinpads; hogesandwater
* No guarantee of playing time for
6. S.Homans all due to cup fixture so please
7. C. Moon bring a jacket to keep warm.
8.

H. Pritchard

Academy approx. 5.45pm

Girls please join us on Friday 3i1st March

ito celebrate the start of the new season.
Time: 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Venue: Stratford Cricket Club, Swans Nest Lane
Fun games, bowl off and bat off.
Awards for the 2021 Season.
Entry Free: To include food for players

TO BOOK OR FOR MORE INFORMATION:

tratford E Joshhickman@stratfordsport.co.uk

Cricket o o stratfordsport D 01789 296629
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

INVITATION TO €%

EVESHAM UNITED FOOTBALL
ACADEMY & EDUCATION

16 - 19 YEAR OLDS
/} BOYS AND GIRLS
OPE N D A Y CALLING ALL YEAR Tls

{ ~~ MONDAY 3RD APRIL

10:00 WELCOME

To book your place contact Pete Sollis on i
peter.sollis@dragonfootballacademy.com or
07421817635
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

GB OLYMPIC SWIMMER

AMY

SMITH
is visiting this school

Sm\'\\\
ATy
o o5

. Amy Smith
The more effort you put Amy was scared of the water until taught how to swim at age 7. 11 years
into something, the more o . : A
Gl gakecl b5 later, Amy qualified for her first international meet at the age of 18, the
' 2006 Melbourne Commonwealth Games. One of her proudest moments
was swimming in front of a home crowd at London 2012, She has recently
launched a new coaching and training venture, Swim Swift Elite.

Top tip

5 ird Enjoy what you do Some of Amy’s achievements include:
or lites

* 2014 Commonwealth Games:
Women's 4 x 100m Freestyle relay SILVER medal
* 2012 Olympic Games: Women's 4 x 100m
Freestyle relay
* 2010 Commonwealth Games: Women's
4 x 100m Freestyle relay SILVER medal
* 2010 European Championships:
Women's 4 x 100m Freestyle relay
- SILVER medal; women's 4 x 100m
medley relay — GOLD medal
2009 World Championships:
Women's 4 x 100m Freestyle relay
* 2006 Commonwealth Games:
Women's 4 x 100m Freestyle relay
SILVER medal

My supportive parents,
family & fnends who have

halped me to reach my
goals

*

szoooukr;'o Gold - Chris Cleave

Favourite
school
subject?

Most
important
subject at

school?

All of them|

5 willion kids insp,',e oy

9,
- ®
G sPomrs ronscroats
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

Students Sporting Spotlight

It is with great pleasure this week that I can
share some of the outstanding success that our
students are experiencing within sport:

Marijke — Cross Country

A huge well done and congratulations to Marijke
who represented Warwickshire School's (Country)
at the English School's Cross Country Champion-
ships in Nottingham last weekend. It was an in-
credible achievement for Marijke to qualify for
this English School's event as she runs in an age
group which includes all Athletes in both school
Years 9 and 8 and therefore is up against the ma-
jority of competition from an older school year
group.

Marijke finished 133rd out of 338 of the best run-
ners from all over the country. Most impressively,
despite being a competitor from Year 8, she was
still the 3rd highest scorer in the Warwickshire
schools team of 8 runners — a tremendous
achievement. Well done Marijke, we are all in-
credibly proud of what you have achieved during
this year’s school Cross Country season.

Scarlett, Arthur and Will — Athletics

Well done to Scarlett, Arthur and Will who were
selected to represent Warwickshire in the Nation-
al Indoor Athletics Championship yesterday in a
qualifying event for the National Final in April.

Arthur scored maximum points wining gold in all
three of his events making him the highest scor-
ing individual athlete in his age group. As a re-
sult of this and some other great placements
within the U13 boys Warwickshire Team includ-
ing Will, stormed to victory securing their place in
the final! At the final on the 1st April the U13
boys team will represent all of the West Midlands
as they battle on the national stage — good luck
lads!

The Girls Warwickshire indoor athletics team
were very narrowly beaten to Nationals qualifica-
tion by Birmingham, however Scarlett put in an
impressive individual performance and managed
to medal in a number of events. Well done to our
three Alcester Academy Athletes for representing
Warwickshire at this event.
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

Arturo — Swimming

Arturo continues to reach numer-
ous milestones within swimming
as he continues to excel within
competition in breaststroke and
freestyle. In his participation at a
swimming gala last weekend Artu-
ro was able to take 2 seconds off
his 100m breaststroke PB and despite one DQ in
an event, was able to regroup and managed to

reach well under qualifying times for his 50m free- achievement.

style for the West Midlands qualifications.
Congratulations to Arturo in reaching West
Midlands qualifying times and good luck for the
rest of your swimming season.

Next week’s sports clubs

There will be no sports clubs run at lunchtime
and after school next week due to preparation
for the school’s Sports Awards Evening and
swimming gala.

KS3 House Swimming Gala

I am delighted to confirm that next Wednesday
29th March, selected swimmers within KS3

will be competing in our first House Swimming
Gala to take place at Studley Sports Centre next
Wednesday afternoon.

We are wishing our swimmers the best of luck in
competition during this event and look forward to
reporting back on individual and House results
after the Easter break.
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Ashlyn —
Rookie Lifeguard Qualification

Congratulations to Ashlyn! On Tuesday evening
she successfully achieved and completed her
Rookie Lifeguard at Studley Leisure Centre.

This entailed 3x bronze, 3x silver
and 3x gold stages covering all
sorts of lifesaving swimming skills.
Well done—such a great

Sports clubs information for summer term
will be shared in next week’s edition
of the Alcester Academy bulletin.

Sports Awards Evening

Our annual Sports Awards Evening will be taking
place next Thursday 30th March. We cannot wait
to celebrate the success and sporting achievements
of our invited nominees and are incredibly excited
to welcome a special guest to join our celebration
next week.

This year, presenting
the awards and giving
us the benefit of her
sporting experiences
during the evening
will be GB Olympic
swimmer — Amy
Smith. Amy has an
abundance of experience within professional swim-
ming where she has competed at the very highest
level — at the Commonwealth Games three times,
European Championships, World Championships
and the Olympic Games. As you can imagine we
are incredibly excited to welcome Amy to Alcester
Academy and thrilled to have such a top-level ath-
lete able to present our awards this year.

We look forward to welcome all invited nominees
and guests to Alcester Academy for this event
next week. Mr Moffatt




