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25th November 2022 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

I am delighted to have sport as the 

headline for this week’s school bulle-

tin. As we progress throughout the 

remainder of Autumn term I couldn’t 

be prouder of all of the achievements 

of our students within sport. From all 

standards of performance to students 

competing at international and na-

tional level, through to students at-

tending regular lunchtime and after 

school practises during the week, we 

have a great deal of sporting success 

to be able to celebrate within Alcester Academy.  

 

I hope from reading this week’s bulletin as  

students, staff and parents you too are  

incredibly proud of the fantastic sporting 

achievements of our students. 

Mr Moffatt—Head of PE 

 

Student Spotlight 

I am delighted to be able to share our students’ 

success within golf, team cheerleading, gymnas-

tics and cross-country in this week’s bulletin.  

 

Golf 

Well done and congratulations to George in 

year 11 who has been out competing at the Jun-

ior Open Championships in Spain 

this week. George was delighted to 

have qualified to play the sport he 

loves in an elite competition with 

Europe’s best young golfers in at-

tendance. The Junior European 

Open, first staged in 1993 and now 

in its 30th year, is widely consid-

ered as the toughest test in junior 

golf across Europe. The Champi-

ons Week Finals in Spain is played 

over five rounds of gruelling com-

petition. With previous competitors 

including current professionals Jus-

tin Rose and Luke Donald back in 

their youth, this really is the highest 

level of competition for aspiring pro-

fessional golfers across Europe.  

 

In what was anticipated to be a week 

of playing stunning golf with stun-

ning conditions, George has been 

right in the middle of an incredible 

challenge. Despite the courses being 

beyond stunning in every way, the playing con-

ditions including high winds and incredibly fast 

greens have been a great challenge for George 

to adapt to throughout the week.  

 

 

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 2 

George started play on the first day on a links 

course which for his first time playing golf abroad, 

as well as a course he didn’t know, presented a fan-

tastic challenge for George and a tough opener for 

the competition and its participants. The backdrop 

of the rock of Gibraltar provided a breath-taking 

view for the competitors on Day 1. 

 

The second day saw George playing the heathland 

course, which boasted both faster and slopier 

greens. This combined with even more wind and 

tough increments on the hills made it even more of 

a challenge. Despite the tough course, George 

played some solid golf tee to green,  

although the glassy greens were hard to read.  

 

On day 3 George was back on the links course, hav-

ing the knowledge of the previous round here gave 

an advantage, with an absolute  

stunning show of golf on the back 9 bearing in 

mind the wind was still not favourable – an out-

standing round from George on day 3.  

George gave his all in the fourth and final qualify-

ing round, heading back to the heathlands course. 

The highlight of the round had to be George’s 

40/45ft putt for birdie on the 7th which has to be 

one of the only putts that wasn’t caught on film by 

mum, much to everyone’s disappointment. 

As George and his family await with bated breath 

to find out if he has made the Final Cut to be able 

to play again in the final of the junior European 

open here in Spain, we all at Alcester Academy 

would like to say the biggest of congratulations to 

George!  

 

We are so incredibly proud of your achievement 

and delighted you have been able to experience and 

create such amazing sporting memories in your 

final year of study at High School.  

  

Team Cheer 

A huge congratulations to Lottie Dot (year 7) and 

Lola (year 10) for their continued outstanding suc-

cess within their All Star cheer teams. Both of our 

Alcester Academy students trialled for Team  

England in October, hoping to represent the coun-

try and retain their position of World Champions 

following last year’s gold medals achievements – 

wow!! 

The trials were an amazing event where both Lot-

tie Dot and Lola competed within groups of four 

athletes, having already been shortlisted to the 

last nine stunt groups in the country! Despite 

fierce competition between the groups both Lottie 

Dot and Lola, who were in rival stunts, showed 

incredible loyalty to each other and their team-

mates which was fantastic. 

 

Well done to both girls for such an incredible 

achievement in trying out for Team England and 

reaching the final stage. Lola and her cheer group 

were successful in making Team England again in 

an outstanding achievement. We would like to 

wish Lola the very best of luck in representing 

Team England and a huge well done to Lottie Dot 

in getting so far – we are absolutely certain that 

your time will come in the near future and the ex-

perience you will have gained at this year’s trials 

will be invaluable!  

Lottie Dot and Lola competing together. 
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The head coach had commented how the calibre of 

athletes was much higher than the previous year 

making their success in reaching the finals even 

more impressive! Lottie has been fortunate enough 

to be allowed to train with the Team England ath-

letes and was invited to be part of their Power 

Tumbling training sessions, so hopefully a step-

ping-stone for later in the year. We would like to 

wish Lola the very best of luck in representing 

Team England and a huge well done to Lottie Dot 

in getting so far – we are sure that your time will 

come in the near future!  

 

We would also further like to congratulate Lottie 

Dot and Lola for qualifying to once again compete 

at The Summit in Florida which is the World 

Championships for clubs rather than countries. 

Both girls will be representing Coventry Dynamite 

in the club World Championships, which will be an 

incredible competition to attend with so many 

teams competing – this will be a fantastic oppor-

tunity for the girls to compete in the same arenas 

as their idols including cheer teams Top Gun and 

the California All Stars. 

 

A huge congratulations to both Lottie Dot and Lola 

for the hours of commitment and time you have 

given to cheer, we are all incredibly proud of all of 

your achievements. 

Gymnastics 

Congratulations to our year 10 Sports Leader  

Holly who competed in the West Midlands Appa-

ratus Team Championships last weekend. In an 

incredibly tough field of 14 teams, Holly’s team of 

four performed exceptionally and claimed a first 

place to become the West Midlands Team Copper 

Champions!! 

 

A huge well done to  

Holly and her team in 

this fantastic achieve-

ment, we all wish you 

the best of luck in your 

upcoming competitions. 

Holly has summarised 

her performance and 

achievement in the  

paragraph below –  

Well done Holly! 

 

‘On Saturday, me and 

my team competed in 

the West Midlands 

Team Apparatus Com-

petition at copper level. 

This competition con-

sisted of each of the 

four of us competing 

on one of the four ap-

paratus (vault, bars, 

beam, and floor). In 

the competition I  

competed on vault, in 

which I scored the 

highest score in our 

rotating group. As the 

competition progressed 

we were all producing 

clean routines that were giving us solid scores mak-

ing us extremely happy with our competition. We 

were competing against a strong field of 14 teams 

so were hoping we had done enough for 6th place at 

a push which would give us a rosette. The top six 

teams are rewarded in the presentation with the top 

three teams gaining bronze silver and gold medals , 

1st place is also awarded a trophy and rosettes for 

4th to 6th place. During the presentation as 6th to 

2nd place were announced we began to lose hope, 

thinking we just missed out. Then they announced 

us in 1st place and we were so shocked at how we 

had beaten the teams we were up against. This now 

makes us the West Midlands Apparatus Copper 

Team Champions for 2022.’ 

 

Lola representing Team England Youth. 
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Cross Country 

Well done to Will and Marijke in year 8 who  

represented the Warwickshire County in cross 

country on Saturday 19th November, competing in 

the Inter County 'Dave Sunderland' Cross Country 

Fixture at Himley Hall, Dudley .  

 

Both of our students ran for the Junior Boys and 

Junior Girls Warwickshire teams and in doing so 

were competing against students in year 9, an age 

group up. To have been selected for  

Warwickshire alone is an outstanding 

achievement but to have done so being 

selected from a pool of both year 8 and 

year 9 students is a great achievement. 

Will and Marijka both coming in the top 

30 and in doing so earning them a place 

for the next round of county cross  

country.  

Please support Alcester Academy PTA on AmazonSmile 

Every time you shop, at no cost to you. AmazonSmile will donate to Alcester Academy PTA.   

 

To use AmazonSmile, when you shop, simply go to smile.amazon.co.uk on your web browser or activate 

AmazonSmile in the Amazon Shopping app on your phone. 
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This week’s sport round up 

Girls SW rowing competition 

It was the turn of our girls rowing teams to compete 

at the SW rowing competition hosted at SGGS this 

week. A great turn out across the year groups al-

lowed us to field teams in each age category – year 

7 and 8, and year 9 and 10.  

 

Our girls put in great performances within both 

individual and team rows and managed to finish in 

4th (year 7 and 8) and 5th (year 9 and 10) positions 

overall – well done to all involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Football v Kineton 

Our year 7 football team took on Kineton this week 

in a league match. It was the first away match for 

our year 7s and the first time playing together on 

astro-turf. The first half saw action at both ends of 

the pitch in what was clearly going to be an evenly 

contested match.  

 

Despite a number of Alcester attacks early on and 

great pressure by the away team, Kineton took the 

lead from a free kick mid-way through the first half. 

Following a lack in concentration from the  

Alcester defence, Kineton took the lead after the 

free kick was put into a dangerous area. Alcester’s 

heads did not  drop and through a great switch of 

play Alex was able to fire the ball in just before 

half-time.  

 

Alcester started the stronger of the two teams in 

the second half and started to play some attractive 

football, passing and moving as they progressed up 

the pitch. Despite the possession and attempts on 

goal from Alcester it was Kineton who scored mid-

way through the second half with a breakaway goal 

and effective counter attack against the run of play. 

 

With the clock running down and not much time 

left again Alcester’s heads did not drop and contin-

ued to attempt to play good football. Some great 

wing play from Rio who crossed into Toby late on to 

score at the back post saw the match finish 2-2 with 

both teams taking a well earned point towards their 

league total. Well done to all involved – a great 

game of football from both teams.  
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Year 8 Basketball v Woodfield  
Academy 

Our year 8 Basketballers took on Woodfield Acad-

emy in the Junior NBA competition on Wednes-

day 23rd November. Each quarter was closely 

contested and the lads played with great spirit 

and commitment throughout the match. Our Al-

cester team lost the match by just one basket in 

this incredibly tight affair. We look forward to the 

return fixture. Well done to all who participated 

in this fixture. 

 

 

 

Archery Club 

We have been delighted to welcome back this year 

to Alcester Academy, the coaches from the  

bowmen of Alcester Archery Club. The club is  

currently working on a rotation of students due to 

the high level of interest. Students who have  

participated in this half term have really enjoyed 

this unique opportunity to either fine tune their 

archery skills or to learn a completely new sport.  

 

The coaches from the bowmen of Alcester have 

commended the students on their attitude and 

focus in the sessions and have been delighted 

with the progress made by students since the 

start of the year.  

 

Thank you to the  

Bowmen of Alcester for 

providing this fantastic 

opportunity for the  

students of Alcester  

Academy. 
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Next Week’s fixtures 

Tuesday 29th November  Year 10 Basketball v Studley (AWAY) 

Wednesday 30th November  Year 10 Football v Kineton (AWAY) 

Next Week’s after school clubs 

Changes of clubs due to fixtures: 

No year 7 Football and year 8/9 Basketball this week on Wednesday due to a fixture. 
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Saturday 26th November   

Maths  9:00 - 11:00  In school  

Geography  11:00 - 13:00  In school  

Saturday  3rd December   

English  10:00 - 12:00  
In school  

(with Mrs Hoskin’s  
group  online)  

English  12:30 - 14:00  
Mrs Farnell’s  
group online  

Year 11 Saturday School 

Dates have now been confirmed for the first Sports 

Leaders meetings of 2022-2023. All sports leaders 

should now have been invited to a Google Class-

room class for Sports Leaders. Please let  

Mr Moffatt know if you have not received this  

invite through your Google mail. 

 

First meetings will take place at 
lunchtime in PE1  

(1.50-2.10pm – 20 mins)  
for the year groups as seen below: 

 

Year 9, 10 and 11 –  
Wednesday 30th November 

(Lunchtime) 

Year 7 and 8 –  
Wednesday 7th December  

(Lunchtime) 

Alcester Academy Sport on  
Social Media 

Please continue to follow updates and sharing of 

PE/Sport news and information on our social media 

accounts for the latest news on PE, Sport and  

fixtures and results of our Alcester Academy.  

 

Twitter:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instagram: 

Sports Leaders 
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Good afternoon everyone, 

  

We decided to have a switch around this week and 

we started with our sports news for you first!  

I was delighted to hand over to Mr Moffatt, Head 

of PE.  

  

In my updates now, things were a little calmer at 

the Academy this week as the show excitement 

subsided and GCSE year 11 mocks began with the 

MFL speaking exams. Thank you to Miss Heit-

muller for using her Keeping In Touch days from 

her maternity leave to be in school in order to do 

these for our German students, alongside Miss 

Gruszczynska. We had an amazing Rock Academy 

concert on Monday night. This was at the Greig 

Hall and it was absolutely fantastic. I’m grateful 

to our own Rock God Mr Badham for the work put 

into this with his team. It was a thrill to see the 

students performing, and a great opportunity to 

relax to some fabulous music. Here are  

a few images of the evening; 

 

Thank you for all of your 

amazing donations today for 

the Arden Food Bank and a 

few for prizes for our Family 

Quiz Night. Here are just a 

few photos. We will hear what 

total weight we have generat-

ed as a donation and I’ll  

update you as soon as I know 

more. 
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Headlines by Mrs Mellors 
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We’re looking forward to seeing as many of you as 

possible at the Family Quiz Night next Friday. 

Doors open at 6.30pm for a 7pm start. No  

pre-booking is needed if you haven’t had chance 

yet. We are catering and there is a very reasona-

bly priced tuck shop and bar available. 

  

On Monday we rearranged the day in order to let 

those students that wanted to watch the England 

match. I had a great time sat with some year 10s 

soaking up the atmosphere! I know that the other 

staff did too. What a first win! This made it all 

worth while for us although it did mean that  

7KA were beaten by our site team and midday  

supervisors. So sorry 7KA! 

 

 

 

 

 

As a result of this week’s matches, this is where 

the school World Cup school league stands after 

four days of matches: 

  

Site team 6 – 7KA 2 

Canteen staff 0  – Parents 2 

9RO 1 – Governors 1 

9HL 1 – 7RA 2 

11BA 0 – 11FR 0 

7TN 0 – 8NE 0 

8TY 4 – 8BI 1 

10YA 0 – 10MG 0 

7LE 1 – 9PW 2 

10HE 7 – 9SO 0 

10ST 1 – 10BR 0 

11WA 1 – 9AN 0 

11DY 0 – 8MA 0 

10BW 0 – 11HK 0 

Staff 2 – 8MO 0 

  

Will update you next week on matches from 

25th November 2022. Thanks to Henry in year 10 

for keeping me up to speed on this each week. 

  

We celebrated World Kindness Day in assemblies 

and tutor work this week. This is one of our core 

school values and is something very close to my 

heart. Mrs Farnell, Head of English led assem-

blies this week. We have also relaunched our recy-

cling initiative. Thanks to Katelyn, Sam and Miss 

Cooper for supporting this with Mrs Farnell. 

 

We all heard about the population clock from  

Mrs Stedman of Friday Worldometer - real time 

world statistics (worldometers.info) 

This has now reached 8 billion people! Wow! 

 

https://www.worldometers.info/
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Thank you to Saint Augustine’s High School, Red-

ditch for talking to our year 11s yesterday about 

their post 16 provision. This ends all of our live 

talks on post 16 choices. I’m grateful to Miss Bart-

lett for organising so many of these this year. 

  

2022 Outcomes 

I was delighted to receive our Inspection Data 

Summary Report (IDSR) recently. This is pub-

lished every year to schools and highlighted the 

following successes for Alcester Academy: 

 

Subject entries at key stage 4 – 2022 

• Science value added (0.5) was significant-

ly above national and in the highest 20% in 

2022. 

• The percentage achieving grade 4+ in science 

(82%) was significantly above national and 

in the highest 20% in 2022. 

 

Progress at key stage 4 - 2022 

• Overall Progress 8 (0.4) was significant-

ly above national and in the highest 20% in 

2022. 

• The English element of Progress 8 (0.5) was 

significantly above national and in 

the highest 20% in 2022. 

• The mathematics element of Progress 8 (0.6) 

was significantly above national and in 

the highest 20% in 2022. 

  

Key stage 4 

• For low prior attainers, the EBacc element of 

Progress 8 (0.6) was significant-

ly above national and in the highest 20% in 

2022. Overall Attainment 8 (37.5) was signif-

icantly above national and in 

the highest 20% in 2022. The mathematics 

element of Attainment 8 (7.3) was signifi-

cantly above national and in the highest 20% 

in 2022. The EBacc element of Attainment 8 

(10.4) was significantly above national and 

in the highest 20% in 2022. 

• For middle prior attainers, overall  

Attainment 8 (55.9) was significant-

ly above national and in the highest 20% in 

2022. The English element of Attainment 8 

(12.0) was significantly above national and 

in the highest 20% in 2022. The mathematics 

element of Attainment 8 (11.4) was signifi-

cantly above national and in the highest 20% 

in 2022. The percentage achieving grade 4+ 

in languages (92%) was significant-

ly above national and in the highest 20% in 

2022. 

Well done to the students of cohort 2022, and once 

again, thank you to the staff for their hard work. 

  

SENDSupported 

SEND Supported - SEND Training & Support - 

Warwickshire 

On Monday we had the privilege of receiving staff 

training from Lucy Clarke, our specialist teacher 

for Autism from SENDSupported. Lucy followed up 

on our recent AET training by discussing the needs 

of some specific students at Alcester  Academy. 

  

Year 11 

We are wishing all year 11s the best of luck for 

mock exams now coming up. We switch to 3:2 days 

in school from Monday. 

 

63 year 11s made it in for science revision last  

Saturday with a vast number then staying until 

1pm for history. Thank you to staff for making this 

happen. 

 

Tomorrow is maths revision starting at 9am fol-

lowed by geography until 1pm. Both of these are 

live in school. I’m grateful to the staff leading these 

sessions for a second week. We appreciate parents 

sorting out travel arrangement for these extra ses-

sions. If you are struggling with lifts, please reach 

out to school. The Saturday schedule is on the web-

site for you: Extra Curriculum | Saturday School  

 

Other exams for year 8 and 9 

Please note that year 8 and 9 exams are very close 

after the Christmas break. See the key dates later 

on in this edition. 

 

Year 10 exams start on 27th March 2023 and year 

7 exams are planned for 5th June 2023. 

  

Huge apology 

This goes to Annie Esler who was missed out of the 

thank you messages in last week’s bulletin regard-

ing the show. Annie, I am so sorry and I’m very 

grateful to you for the hours that you dedicated to 

this. 

 

To those parents who stacked chairs after the show 

on Friday night and picked up empty cups and pro-

grammes, a sincere thank you also. This helped out 

so much. There was such a lovely atmosphere in 

school on Friday night. It was a delight to see  

you all and catch up. 

  

 

https://sendsupported.com/
https://sendsupported.com/
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/extra-curricular/saturday-school
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Alcester Town – Greig Hall 

Thank you to our fabulous art department and 

students for supporting the Greig Hall restora-

tion. These images were secured last Friday to 

liven up the building whilst the renovations are 

getting completed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good news stories 

We are so proud of George, year 11 for playing in 

the Junior Golf Open in Spain. Fingers crossed 

for the final George! 

  

Ski Meeting 

We appreciate parents who attended the meeting 

in school last night. It’s a sure sign that the big 

USA trip is close now. 

  

Man with a van 

My appreciation goes to 

Andy and Becca for coming 

to our rescue and collecting 

the extra chairs mentioned 

in last week’s bulletin. I 

want to give a huge shout 

out to Helen and  

360insights for this gener-

ous donation too. Helen  

delivered some high quality 

monitors to us last night 

also. 

About 360insights |  

360insights 

 Window Wanderland—free November Workshop 

Alcester Town Council is hosting Window Wanderland in Alcester during January. It is a free event 

that will turn the streets of the town into a magical art gallery for a whole week! 

  

In the build up to this wonderful week, Alcester Town Council is running a free beginners’ art  

window maker workshop. ATC would like to invite families to come along on  

Saturday 26th November at the Eric Payne Community Centre from 1:30pm.   

  

Pre-booking is essential to organise materials: 

  

 https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/november-window-maker-workshop-tickets-458251090347 

https://www.360insights.com/about-us
https://www.360insights.com/about-us
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/november-window-maker-workshop-tickets-458251090347
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Attendance 

Just a reminder that Mrs Taylor is the  

Attendance Officer and can be contacted 

on PaulaTaylor@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

National attendance for secondary schools last 

week was 91.2%. We finished on 94.3%! Well done 

to all. This is fabulous. Let’s hope that we might 

reach 95% before Christmas.  

I’m excited to be handing over next week’s bulletin 

to Miss Buckthorp. She’ll give you updates from an 

LSU and wellbeing perspective, alongside some 

student voice from the recent School Council  

meetings. Wishing you a superb weekend 

ahead. Good luck to England for tonight’s game! 

Best wishes 

Sarah Mellors—Headteacher 

Key dates for your consideration: 

Monday 28th November—year 11 mocks begin. 

Friday 2nd December—Family Quiz Night at school. 7pm start. You can pay on the door. Communi-

ty members are most welcome. Food and drinks are on offer with some superb prizes too. 

Monday 5th December—Snowdome visit for skiers. 

Tuesday 6th December—final phase of the year 10 politics project, during lessons 4/5. 

Thursday 8th December—year 10 Parents’ Evening on SchoolCloud. 

Friday 9th December—year 7 and 8 Rewards Trip. 

Monday 12th December—year 9, 10, 11 Rewards Trip. 

Monday 12th December—year 7/8 virtual STEM session (in school). 

Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th December. Student Christmas Dinner Day. £3.40. No pre-order 

needed. (Note: FSM are subsidised for this by the school). 

Tuesday 13th December—year 11 coursework catch up day. Specified students. 

Tuesday 13th December—Church Service for Christmas 6.30pm. St Nicholas Church, Alcester 

Wednesday 14th December—year 7 visit to a Christmas Carol performance. 

Wednesday 14th December—year 11 Cup Match during lesson 4/5. This is a home game for the  

Coventry Telegraph Cup against Princethorp College. 

Thursday 15th December—year 7/8/9 reports out to parents and carers. 

Thursday 15th December—year 9 Panto Day performed to year 7s. 

Friday 16th December—Non uniform day—Christmas Jumper Day for Save The Children. £1 sug-

gested donated on the School Gateway. Finish early. 12.40pm close 

Back to School—Wednesday 4th January 2023. ALL students. 

  

We also have various rehearsals planned for our year 9 Panto to year 7s and the Church Service. 

As always, there will be one or two Christmas treats thrown in for the students in order to thank them 

for their hard work this term as we draw closer to breaking up. 

  

Important January dates: 

Thursday 5th January 2023. Year 11 Mock Results Evening 4-7pm. Live in the Hall. 

Monday 16th January 2023. Year 9 exams start in the hall. 

Monday 23rd January. Year 8 exams start in the hall. We will be speaking to the students about how 

to revise and subjects will focus upon preparation in the week before each exam series. 

mailto:PaulaTaylor@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Artwork of the Week 

This week we are featuring a selection of year 9 

propaganda posters.  

 

The students have learnt to set up a photoshoot 

to include props, use the DSLR cameras and 

edit their images in the style of a propaganda 

poster using Photoshop.  

 

Thought provoking work. Well done everyone.  

Miss Nemeshanyi 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 15 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 16 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Geography in the News 

Green Friday not Black Friday 

Black Friday deals are hard to miss right now—your inbox 

is doubtless full of unbeatable offers and billboards every-

where are proclaiming what great deals can be had. 

For many, it is a chance to grab a bargain or make a start 

on the Christmas shopping. And for businesses, it is a 

chance to boost sales amid a difficult trading period. 

 

But some people are exploring a greener alternative to the 

shopping holiday—with Green Friday starting to grab  

people's attention. 

 

People mark the day in a variety of ways—from sustainable 

shopping choices, to ditching the high street altogether, or 

getting out into nature—but an environmental focus  

remains consistent. 

 

It is hard to pinpoint exactly when Green Friday started, but for the past few years environmental 

activists have been promoting it—and it has been picked up by businesses and across social media. 

 

Geography on the TV 

Fantastic video on Egypt’s satellite cities and how they built a skyscraper in the desert!  

https://youtu.be/rmJuBKxPnYk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography at the Academy 

Geography Saturday School on November 26th for all year 11 geography  

students will focus on paper 3 for the mock exam. Please come prepared with 

pen, paper and pencils and your revision passport for notes if you wish! 

 

 

 

WORD OF THE WEEK—GLOBALISATION 
The spread of ideas around the world—very relevant this week as 

1 billion people are expected to watch the World Cup final on  
Sunday 18th December! 
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THE ROUTE TO BECOMING AN ASTRONOMER 

School: 5 GCSEs at grades 9-4 including English, maths and science. 

Sixth Form/College: 2 or 3 A Levels including maths and physics. 

University: A degree and postgraduate qualification in a relevant subject. This includes maths, 

physics, astrophysics, geophysics, astronomy and space science. 

Followed by a master’s degree or doctorate. 

 

WHAT YOU WILL DO 

Day-to-day duties will depend on your field of expertise.  

Observational astronomers will: 

• Collect and analyse data from satellites and spacecraft 

• Explore space using radio and optical telescopes 

• Design new instruments and maintain existing equipment 

• Develop software to interpret images and data captured by satellites 

• Theoretical astronomers will: 

• Create computer models to test theories about space activities 

• Analyse the results of past observations to make new predictions 

• Make observations and develop theories 

• Analyse data to help build our understanding of the universe 

 

WHERE YOU WILL WORK 

You could work in an observatory, a laboratory, at a university or visit other sites.  Your working  

environment may be outdoors some of the time and you may spend time away from home.  

 

SKILLS YOU WILL NEED 

To be successful you will need the following skills:  

• Maths knowledge 

• knowledge of physics 

• analytical thinking skills 

• science skills 

• excellent verbal communication skills 

• the ability to use your initiative 

• the ability to think clearly using logic and reasoning 

• concentration skills 

• a thorough understanding of computer systems and applications 

 

CAREER TIPS 

Join an amateur astronomy group to share your interest, develop connections and get observation 

experience. Look out for summer schools like Space School UK (spaceschool.co.uk). 

You can also find out more information from the Royal Astronomical Society  

(https://ras.ac.uk/education-and-careers/careers) and Space Careers UK 

(https://spacecareers.uk/home). 

Science—Career of the Month: ASTRONOMER 

http://www.spaceschool.co.uk/
https://ras.ac.uk/education-and-careers/careers
https://spacecareers.uk/home
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Whole school attendance this week: 93% 

7TN—98.3% 

8MO—98.4% 

9PW—96.5% 

10YA—96.5% 

11BA—97.7% 

With winter months ahead and flu season setting in—a reminder that we are happy for you to send 

your son/daughter into school with paracetamol if they are feeling unwell with a cold or sore throat. 

We can see how they go throughout the day rather than keeping them at home.   

Thanks for your continued support. 

 

Mrs Paula Taylor—Attendance Officer  

Email: PaulaTaylor@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

 

Reporting Absences 

Parents must report any absence from school including medical appointments requiring absence, and 

any Covid related ill health leading to absence, to the student absence line by 9.30am on each day of 

absence to 01789 762285 and press 1. 

Where there has been no contact from parents/carers and the child remains absent without  

explanation Academy staff will make contact with parents/carers to ask the reason for absence. 

In the first instance School Comms will be used to send a message via the app or text, followed by  

contact via phone, if no response is received. 

Medical evidence (for example, this could be medical appointment cards, prescribed medication labels) 

can be requested to support student absences from school. 

Our Attendance Officer will follow up unexplained or concerning levels of absence as outlined in our 

Attendance Intervention Process. 

Attendance News 

mailto:PaulaTaylor@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:PaulaTaylor@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Top House this week: Billesley 

 

Top House this half term: 

Congratulations to Billesley for taking the 

lead this half term! 

 

Top Epraise points this week: Ragley 

 

Top attendance this week: Oversley  

 

Top attendance this half term: Greville 

Top students on Epraise this week: 

 

Billesley – Em (11BA)  

Ragley – Oliver (9SO) 

Greville – Ted (11BA) 

Oversley – Hannah (11BR) 

 

Miss Lewis 

Term Dates 2022-23 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2022 

Autumn Term ends  Friday 16th December 2022 at 12.40pm 

  

SPRING TERM 2023 

School closed   Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

     Teacher training day 

 

Spring Term begins  Wednesday 4th January 2023 

 

Half Term     Monday 20th – Friday 24th February 2023 

Back to school   Monday 27th February 2023 

  

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 31st March 2023 at 12.40pm 

  

SUMMER TERM 2023 

Summer Term begins  Monday 17th April 2023 

 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 1st May 2023 

Bank Holiday   Monday 8th May 2023 

 

Half Term     Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2023 

Back to school   Monday 5th June 2023 

     

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 
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Epraise Leaderboard—past 7 days 

 

Top Students—past 7 days: 

1 Herbie  7TN 15 points 

2 Kaitlyn  11WA 14 points 

3 Jasmine 7KA 13 points 

4 Alizee  7WI 12 points 

4 Lola   7TN 12 points 

6 Alice  7WI 11 points 

6 Felicity 7KA 11 points 

6 Tom   7TN 11 points 

6 Dexter  7WI 11 points 

6 Henry  8BI 11 points 
 

Top Tutor—past 7 days: 

1 11BR  228 points 

2 7TN  192 points 

3 7LE  189 points 

4 7WI  179 points 

5 7KA  177 points 

6 7RA  151 points 

7 9HL  146 points 

8 9SO  144 points 

9 9PW  142 points 

10 8BI  139 points 

Top Staff—past 7 days: 

1 Miss Burgess 370 points 

2 Mr Rossiter   347 points 

3 Miss Lewis  330 points 

4 Mr Bowater  276 points 

5 Mr Yarrington  274 points 

6 Miss Bishop   231 points 

7 Mrs Weatherley 195 points 

8 Mr Martin  191 points 

9 Mrs Stedman 172 points 

10 Mr Jones  160 points 
 

Top Subjects—past 7 days: 

1 History  613 points 

2 Science  540 points 

3 Geography  452 points 

4 Maths   390 points 

5 English  360 points 

6 Art   250 points 

7 French  222 points 

8 Music   68 points 

9 Performing Arts 58 points 

10 IT   54 points 
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House shield competition 

Congratulations to all of the entries in our House 

shield competition. We are extremely proud of 

the level of commitment, creativity and talent 

shown in these entries.  

 

All entries will win House points, and winners 

will be announced soon. 

 

Miss Lewis 


