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26h May 2023 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

   

Good afternoon. Can you 

believe that it is half term 

already! Where did that 

go? 

  

We’re wishing our MFL 

trip all of the best as they 

headed off to Paris in the 

early hours of this morn-

ing. Keep an eye on Twitter for any  

updates. 

  

Thank you to year 7 parents for joining us on 

line for Parents’ Evening last night. If you 

need anything followed up, please contact 

your child’s form tutor or the appropriate  

subject leader. Again, how fast has this first 

year gone by! 

  

Alcester Food Festival 

Congratulations to all of the students who 

participated in the Food Festival’s Bake Off 

on Saturday. We had a most enjoyable morn-

ing with our friends from AGS and guest 

judge Sandra Godley from Radio CWR.  

 

Sadly, we did not win the golden whisk trophy 

this year but we had lots of fun trying. San-

dra’s radio feature aired on Monday evening 

on her Upbeat programme on BBC CWR. The 

interview starts at 40 minutes and 10 seconds  

into the show. This is available online. 

 

Congratulations to Harry in year 7 for taking 

the trophy in the junior category and Caja in 

year 9 for winning the senior entry. 

 

Thanks to Miss Wincup and Miss Buckthorp 

for supporting this, parents too. It was really 

lovely to have the new Mayor, Cllr Vaughan 
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Blake and his consort there too.  We appreciated 

the organisers giving each participant a Food Fes-

tival apron. The students will look really smart for 

food technology lessons now! 

  

Year 11 half term sessions 

I’m very grateful to the science staff for being in 

last weekend. Thanks also to staff for the array of 

half term sessions on next week as follows: 

 

Tuesday 30th May  

10-12 noon English online 

 

Tuesday 30th May  

1-3pm Geography online 

 

Wednesday 31st May  

10-12 noon English online 

 

Thursday 1st June  

10-12 noon maths in school & 

2-4pm English online 

 

Friday 2nd June  

10-12 noon English online 

 

Saturday 3rd June  

in school 10-12 for a  

Walking Talking mock 
  

Dance Workshop 

Thanks to Stratford College for coming in on 

Wednesday this week for the year 9 and 10 dance 

workshop with performing arts students. 

 

Rewards Trips 2023 

After our trial last September, the Rewards Trips 

will be going out at the same time again for 2023. 

We found that in September, the rides are far easi-

er to get on for the students, with much shorter 

queues, and the weather is more manageable. Do 

you remember the heat last summer? I do feel that 

as parents, you get better value for money this 

way. More details will follow soon. 

  

Vaping update 

Thanks to Miss Cooper for sending me this inter-

esting article. It is well worth a read for parents. 

Vaping: High lead and nickel found in illegal vapes 

- BBC News 

 

I’m very concerned about this growing issue as 

you’ll have gathered. Please stay in touch if you 

have any concerns too. Vendors selling vapes to 

minors should be reported to Trading Standards.  

 

Useful contacts are: 

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/contactustradingstanda

rds 

www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Clean Air Day—Alcester Update 

Clean Air Day 2023 is approaching fast and Alces-

ter Town Council would like us to take part again, 

through raising awareness and promote under-

standing and positive action amongst our commu-

nity. 

 

Clean Air Day, the UK’s largest campaign on air 

pollution is happening on Thursday 15 June 2023. 

This year’s campaign is focusing on the fact that 

cleaning up our air is good for us in many ways: it 

not only benefits our physical health and the envi-

ronment, but can also protect our mental and brain 

health. 

 

The Council would like youngsters to answer a se-

ries of questions with their parents or guardians, 

to find out their home’s air pollution footprint and 

how they can take action to reduce it. The link here 

will take you to an easy online tool for young peo-

ple to complete together with an adult and useful 

to work out their family’s air pollution footprint 

and how it compares to the national average. It 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-65614078
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-65614078
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/contactustradingstandards
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/contactustradingstandards
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/
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also gives a lot of hints and tips to take practical 

action in order to reduce our foot print through a 

few simple steps.  We would like to encourage 

residents to take at least one pledge to make our 

air cleaner. 

 

https://calculator.cleanairhub.org.uk/quiz 

Summer Bash 

On the 15th July, the school is holding the  

Summer Bash on the school playing field. We are 

in need of help to transport some gazebos from 

Oversley Green on the Saturday morning and 

returning them at teatime. The gazebos are quite 

bulky so it would need a transit-size van or large 

trailer. 

If any parent can help with the transport or with 

the loan of a trailer, please contact the school  

reception. 

 

We are still seeking a face painter for the  

Summer Bash. Can you get in touch if anyone  

can help support us? Thank you. 

 

Street Market—11th June 

Can you see if you can find any bottles over half 

term that could be donated to our PTA tombola 

prizes for the up coming Street Market stall? 

Thanks. My whole family and street have gath-

ered quite a good collection but more are needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://calculator.cleanairhub.org.uk/quiz
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Congratulations to… 

The year 11s involved in their final match of the 

Evesham Ambassador League for Alcester Town 

Rangers U16s, at the weekend. An excellent win 

which secured first place in their division! 

 

Zoe, in year 10 again. Pictured here on Rem at the 

weekend in the sunshine. Well done on coming 

first in all of your categories Zoe! 

Thank you! 

Thank you to Alcester Town Council for putting on 

lunches for families again next week. We are all 

very grateful.  

 

Thank you also to 9SO for celebrating Thinking of 

Others Week. Staff across the school received some 

lovely gestures from them all.  
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Reminder year 7 exams 

Just a reminder that year 7 exams take place  

directly after half term, in class. Good luck  

year 7s! 

 

MFL news  

It was so lovely for our MFL students to visit 

Stratford yesterday to meet up with their French 

pen pal friends after many months of  

communication.  

 

Please talk to the students 

about the dangers of open 

water swimming or play as 

the warmer weather creeps 

in.  

 

www.rlss.org.uk/pages/category/open-water-safety-

tips 

 

Risks to consider in open water include: 

• The shock of cold water can make swimming 

difficult and increase the difficulty in getting 

out of the water 

• Lack of safety equipment and increased dif-

ficulty for rescue 

• The height of the fall or jump if tombstoning 

• The depth of the water – this changes and is 

unpredictable 

• Underwater objects and hazards may not be 

visible 

• Obstacles or other people in the water 

• Strong currents can rapidly sweep people 

away 

• Uneven banks and river beds 

• Water quality, e.g. toxic algal blooms and 

industrial/agricultural pollution 

  

Wishing you a super half term break ahead. The 

weekend forecast is looking super for everyone.  

We are all back to school on Monday 5th June.  

 

With best wishes 

  

Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher 

Reminder—please remember your  
water bottle when you return  

after the half term break!  

https://www.rlss.org.uk/pages/category/open-water-safety-tips
https://www.rlss.org.uk/pages/category/open-water-safety-tips
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Safeguarding over half term 
 

We will be taking some time off over half term. From Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June. 

If you need any support over this period of time, please visit: 
 

https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/ 

 

For urgent concerns - if you have an urgent child protection concern and need to 

get in touch with Front Door please call 01926 414144.  

 

Lines are open:  

Monday to Thursday - 8.30am to 5:30pm  

Friday - 8.30am to 5:00pm 

Out of hours - if you need to get in touch out of usual office hours, please 

contact the Emergency Duty Team immediately on 01926 886922. 

 

Emergencies - if you think that a child is at immediate risk, contact the police  

immediately on 999. 

 

Non-urgent concerns - complete the Multi Agency Contact Form.  

 

To report a crime or raise a concern about abuse with Warwickshire Police, you can 

phone non-emergency number on 101. But if it is an emergency always dial 999. 

https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/
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This week in science, year 7 have made solar 

system models for homework and have  

produced some fantastic work! Pictured are 

models from Ethan T, James, Toby, Johnny, 

Alice and Grace. 

 

Miss Radbourne 

What is the Solar System? 

Solar system facts 

The solar system is made up of the Sun (our nearest star) and the objects that orbit around it,  

including planets, asteroids and comets. 

Planets orbit the Sun in roughly circular paths, and moons orbit around planets. 

Asteroids and comets move in paths which are more oval in shape. 

The Sun’s gravity holds all of these objects together, and the gravitational forces between objects can 

cause less massive objects to orbit more massive objects. 
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Epraise Leaderboard—this week  
 

Top Students—this week: 

1  Noah   10BW  25 points 

2 Emerson 10HE  22 points 

3 Charlie  10YA  20 points 

4 Samuel  10HE  19 points 

5 Charlie  8MO  12 points 

6 Harry  11BR  11 points 

6 Finley  11BR  11 points 

6 Ted   11BR  11 points 

6 Toby   11BR  11 points 

6 Luke  11BR  11 points 

 
Top Tutor—this week: 

1 11BR  198 points 

2 7LE  154 points 

3 9HL  115 points 

4 9SO  108 points 

5 10HE  107 points 

6 7TN  97 points 

7 10BW  95 points 

8 9AN  93 points 

9 7WI  90 points 

10 10YA  89 points 

 

Top Staff—this week: 

1 Mr Bastock  389 points 

2 Miss Lewis  214 points 

3 Mrs Weatherley 205 points 

4 Mr Rossiter  156 points 

5 Mr Martin  151 points 

6 Miss Home  139 points 

7 Miss Burgess 138 points 

8 Mr Jones  104 points 

9 Mrs Kowal  89 points 

10 Mr Moffatt  85 points 

 

Top Subjects—this week: 
 

1 Maths  596 points 

2 Science 297 points 

3 English 223 points 

4 French 197 points 

5 History 156 points 

6 PE  75 points 

7 Art  66 points 

8 Ethics  49 points 

9 Geography 48 points 

10 Computing 42 points 

As we approach our last half term, we are getting closer and closer to Sport’s Day!  

This is the last chance for the House’s to gain some last House points  

before we find out our winning House for this year.  

Top House this week: Greville 

Top House this half term: Greville 

Top Epraise points this week: Greville 

 

Top students on Epraise this week: 

Billesley—Emerson (10HE) 

Ragley—Noah (10BW) 

Greville—Harry (11BR) 

Oversley—Jamie (9PW) 

 

House results for the year so far: 

Billesley—864 points      Ragley—944 points 

Greville—837 points       Oversley—718 points.  

 

It is all still to play for—who will be the winning House?  

Miss Lewis 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 10 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 11 

Whole school attendance so far this year 93.3%. 

 

This weeks top tutors  

7LE—95.9% 

8TY—91.7% 

9SO—97.2% 

10HE—93.3% 

11FR—100% 

11EL—98.6% 

 

Top House—Billesely 

 

Thank you for your support this half term. We 

have suffered a lot of illness, so I hope that you all 

manage to rest and are healthy and happy for our 

return on Monday 5th June.   

 

 

Lets see if we can get to 95% to finish off a really 

good year! 

 

Please remember to contact either attendance or 

LSU if you have any worries or concerns that may 

prevent your son/daughter from attending school. 

Have a lovely break. 

 

Mrs P Taylor 

Attendance News 

Term Dates 
  

SUMMER TERM 2023 

 

Half Term     Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2023 

Back to school   Monday 5th June 2023   

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2023 

School closed   Friday 1st September 2023  

     Disaggregated teacher training day 

     Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th September 2023 

     Teacher training days 

 

Autumn Term begins 

Years 7 and 11 only  Wednesday 6th September 2023 

Years 8, 9 and 10 only  Thursday 7th September 2023 

All students back   Friday 8th September 2023 

School closed   Friday 27th October 2023  

     Teacher training day 

Half term    Monday 30th October – Friday 3rd November 2023 

Back to school   Monday 6th November 2023 

Autumn Term ends  Friday 22nd December 2023 at 12.40pm 
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In the LRC, we have Student Librarians from 

year 8 upwards. They are a terrific group, who 

voluntarily work in the LRC during their 

lunchtimes, on a variety of tasks which include 

desk duties, display, shelving and tidying,  

mending and processing new stock, and helping 

other students.   

 

We thought you would like to hear from some of 

our current student librarians about their roles:  

 

Em—year 9 

As a student librarian, I find 

my role to be very important in 

my life. It has helped me to 

make new friends, and has 

taught me new skills like fixing 

books, and returning and issu-

ing. We get so many new op-

portunities such as being able 

to have special meals together as a team, help 

unpack new books and teach us valuable life 

skills that can be useful even outside of school. I 

love being a student librarian as it helps me with 

my love of books, the library is a safe place for me 

and to be able to help and volunteer there just 

makes it even more special for me. 

 

 

Charlie—year 10 

In the LRC as a student librarian 

I have:  

 

1. Learned to repair broken 

books  

2. Learned some more roles of 

the LRC  

3. Learned how to issue books to students and 

return books  

4. Learned a new system in which the LRC 

uses to store its books with the Dewey  

System. 

 

Activities I do include:  

 

1. Making sure students are using the LRC 

for its correct use. 

2. Shelving books into the correct area for stu-

dents to take out and read. 

3. Help students with questions if they have 

any about a certain subject or homework. 

 

Jess—year 10 

I have been a Student Librarian 

since September 2021. I love be-

ing a Student Librarian and it is 

something that has helped me so 

much. I have formed many new 

Welcome to our Student Librarians... 
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friendships through the library, and I love helping 

people. Since I have been a Student Librarian, I 

have completed three awards: First Award, Bronze 

Award and Silver Award. By doing these, I have 

learnt how to check out books, reserve and renew 

books, process books, help people with books and 

technology and many more things. I have also 

learnt some valuable life skills such as how to deal 

with difficult behaviour. By being a Student Li-

brarian, I have helped to run the year 7 book club. 

This was very enjoyable, and it helped me to un-

derstand how to work with the younger students 

better. The library is a safe place, it is usually very 

peaceful and is very good for getting work done. I 

would say that all the Student Librarians get on 

very well and that we are all very willing to help 

others out. We form bonds and I particularly have 

formed bonds with many of the younger librarians 

as I have helped to train them and help them pro-

gress to their First Awards. I love being a Student 

Librarian, the people are amazing, the skills you 

learn are so valuable and above all, Mrs Hands 

always encourages us to do our best.  

 

Marijke—year 8 

As student librarians our role is 

mainly to tidy the library, shelve 

the books, and help any other 

students in need. We have access 

to the library system so that we 

can issue and return the books 

students have taken out or al-

ready read. For me being a student librarian has 

filled in the free time that I usually would not use 

and turn it into something useful. Since becoming 

a student librarian, I have learnt many new skills 

and become more confident in those skills. 

 

Jess—year 9 

My role as a student librarian is 

to help in the library, we all do 

this by tidying up and checking 

our designated sections for any 

out of place or damaged books.  

 

As well as this, we also fix damaged books, check 

out renew or take back books from students and 

shelve. As student librarians we also are there to 

help other students with problems they may have, 

for example finding specific books or helping them 

choose a good one. This really helps with confi-

dence as you have to speak to people you don't al-

ways know. Another quality being a student librar-

ian provides is organisation, by having to remem-

ber to come every week it helps you learn how to 

stay organised and become a reliable person. An-

other way that being a student librarian helps you 

is the certifications (first, bronze, silver and gold) 

you work towards, that teach you skills which will 

then help further on in life, such as customer ser-

vice, desk duties and being responsible. 

 

Molly—year 8 

Since becoming a student librari-

an, I’ve found that it has expanded 

my knowledge and helped me to 

understand how useful and im-

portant a library can be.  As part 

of our job, we arrange the books so 

that they are easier to find and 

more accessible to the students.  

We make sure that every part of the library is or-

ganised and help decorate during different celebra-

tions, we also have meetings once a month to de-

cide on things like the bookfair so that students 

can buy books and stationery to help both the 

school and the library. 

 

There is currently one vacancy, if anyone is inter-

ested in this role, come along to the LRC and have 

a chat about it. 

 

Mrs Hands 
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

Student Spotlight 

This week’s spotlight focuses on Dylan in year 8 

who currently plays football for Kidderminster 

Harriers Academy U13. This season, Dylan has 

had many great experiences at the club including 

playing against Aston Villa, Swansea City, Coven-

try City and Walsall Academies, to name a few. 

 

As a team, Dylan has had a successful season with 

Kidderminster, being crowned JPL Champions in 

the Midlands and winning the National Cup 

North. Other notable achievements included being 

runners up in the Bilston Town Floodlit Cup and 

JPL National Cup, playing that particular final at 

Macclesfield Town Stadium and finishing second 

in the country overall.  

 

Dylan has had an impressive individual season 

finishing the season with 20+ goals in all competi-

tions and being the 2nd top goal scorer in the Kid-

derminster team, whilst playing in several differ-

ent positions across the midfield and attack. Dyl-

an’s personal highlights would be playing against 

Aston Villa at Bodymoor Heath and scoring two 

hat-tricks on separate occasions, as well as having 

his photo taken for the club’s website and promo-

tional material. 

 

As Kidderminster won our league this season, 

they were invited to the JPL champions tourna-

ment at Warwick University where they competed 

with the other JPL champions from around the 

country.  

 

To conclude an amazing season, Dylan will be 

travelling to Bury St Edmunds with his team this 

weekend to participate in a residential football 

tournament and have lots of fun with all associat-

ed with the Kidderminster Harriers Academy 

U13. 

 

Congratulations on your achievements within foot-

ball this season Dylan and good luck for your final 

residential tournament. 
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

This week’s sport round up  

U15 LTA League Tennis 

Our U15 Boys and Girls tennis teams had their 

first foray into the LTA School’s Tennis league 

last week against local rivals AGS. There were 

some incredibly competitive games with some 

fantastic tennis on display. Our U15 Boys bat-

tled to a 2:4 win, whilst our girls solely made up 

of year 9 students were edged out 4:2 by AGS.  

 

I look forward to updating you on our team’s pro-

gress at both U15 and U13 during the remainder 

of the league season. If there are any students 

looking to practise tennis or try out for the school 

team, please keep an eye on the all years tennis 

practise displayed in the bulletin each Friday. 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 Rounders Tournament 

On Wednesday our U14 Rounders team played in 

the South Warwickshire Tournament.  It was a 

beautiful sunny evening which saw all nine 

schools enter and there was some great play all 

round. Our girls put in some lovely performances 

and played well as a team, finishing a very  

creditable third overall.  
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

Next week’s sport (after half term) 
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