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Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

Good afternoon. I’m writing to you at the end  

of a fantastic Open Week, and an extremely 

busy Open Evening last night. Our student 

ambassadors were wonderful and are always 

the very best advertisement for the school. 

They speak to visitors with respect and im-

mense pride about their school. It was a joy to 

see some of our former students return too and 

we always enjoy hearing their stories and  

finding out about their progress. 

 

 

Thank you to everyone 

involved in the evening.  

 

Here are a few  

photographs of the  

event. 
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Miss McKenzie led assemblies this week around 

the theme of inclusion again; specifically about  

International Day of Sign Languages. We all joined 

with her to learn how to sign our British Values 

and the lyrics to a song. It was fantastic! This was 

nicely combined with a focus on European Day of 

Languages too! Thanks to the MFL team for lead-

ing this theme during the week for students. We 

also managed to combine a Macmillan Coffee 

Morning around this today, as well! 

  

High Bailiff Donation 

I was grateful to receive a donation from the High 

Bailiff’s charity this week. Mrs Tracy Parkes  

kindly offered the students a generous donation 

towards their ideas for commemorating the school’s 

60th anniversary this academic year. We will  

update you on how these ideas progress in time. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you AGS 

The series of year 11 post-16 assemblies began  

today. Thank you to Mr Slater from AGS for  

speaking to the students today. 

  

Good Luck Year 8s 

A vast number of our year 8s are heading to Devon 

next week to Skern Lodge on their week long resi-

dential trip. We all wish them a wonderful time 

and we can’t wait to hear all about it. Stay safe 

everyone! Watch X for all of the fun and challenges 

emerging. 

   

How are we about to step in to October already? 

I’m certain that you’ve noted the colder mornings 

creeping in now. Wrap up, and have a great  

weekend. 

  

Best wishes, 

  

Sarah Mellors—Headteacher 
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Key Dates This Term 

Week of 29th September—Year 8 Skern Lodge residential trip 

Week of 29th September—Black History Month starts 

Thursday 2nd October—KS3 HW and Assessment Parent Forum 6-7pm online. Invitations to follow. 

Tuesday 7th October—Year 10/11 art and photography trip to Birmingham 

Wednesday 8th October—Friends PTA meeting online at 7.30pm 

Thursday 9th October—KS3 HW, Google and assessment parent forum. Online. 6-7pm. 

Tuesday 14th October—Year 7 Super Learning Day by Loudmouth, called Bully4U 

Wednesday 15th October—Year 10 Employability workshop 

Thursday 16th October—Year 7 Meet The Tutor evening. Live in school 4-7pm. 

Monday 20th October—Diwali. Year 8 mosque trip 

Wednesday 22nd October—Community Coffee Morning, in school 9.30-10.30am 

Wednesday 22nd October—Year 8 trip to Matilda  

Wednesday 22nd October—Year 11 Employability workshop 

Thursday 23rd October—Year 11 Parents’ Evening. Live in hall. 4-7pm. 

Friday 24th October—Student flu vaccination 

Friday 24th October—Non-uniform day 

HALF TERM—27th-31st October 2025 

Wednesday 5th November—Year 11 Parent Forum on Revision. Online 5.30-7pm (provisional) 

Wednesday 5th November—RAF day for year 10 in school (provisional) 

Tuesday 11th November—Armistice Day 

Tuesday 11th November—Year 9 Super Learning Day from Loudmouth called Working for Marcus 

Thursday 13th and Friday 14th November—year 10 and 11 mock interviews 

Friday 14th November—Friends PTA Family Bingo Event. Evening. 

Monday 17th November—Year 11 MFL speaking mocks start 

Monday 17th November—National Odd Socks Day 

Wednesday 19th—Friday 21st November—GREASE …is the word! School Show dates! 

Monday 24th November—Year 11 mocks begin 

Tuesday 25th November—Rock Academy Concert at the Greig Hall. Evening event 7pm. 

Wednesday 3td December—Friends PTA meeting online 7.30pm 

Thursday 4th December—Year 10 Parents’ Evening. Online 4-7pm. 

Thursday 11th, and Friday 12th December—Christmas rewards trips 

Tuesday 16th December—Christmas Concert, at school, from 6.30pm 

Wednesday 17th December—Year 9 Enrichment Super Learning Day 

Thursday 18th December—Year 9 annual panto for year 7s 

Friday 19th December—Break up at 12.40pm 

 

This list is not exhaustive.  
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Throughout last week, a range of activities were 

held in school to celebrate European Day of Lan-

guages. All over Europe, students celebrated 

this day to raise the importance of  learning  

languages and the benefits that this can have  

to your life. 

 

In the assemblies this week, Miss McKenzie spoke 

about the importance of respecting and tolerating 

people of different cultures as well as informing 

students about international sign language.  

 

On Thursday, we held our well-supported MFL 

Bake-Off. There were over twenty entries and  

students who were judged best in school can be 

seen below.  

 

The winners have received prizes this week and 

all entrants have been invited to a French-themed 

breakfast.  

 

Please can I thank those students who donated 

their cakes to our MacMillan cake sale on Friday. 

We were amazed at the standard of the cakes this 

year. Well done all! 

 

Overall winner—The Colosseum— 

Roman and friends in Ragley house 

 

Second place—The Eiffel Tower  

Lucy in Billesley house 

 

Third place—The France Cake  

Thomas in Billesley house 

 

Runners up: 

Violet—Oversley 

Leo—Oversley 

Leela—Billesley 

              

In addition to the Bake-Off, students completed 

competitions in their tutor groups. They will have 

tutor prizes next week: 

 

Year 7 winner—7WI 

Year 8 winner—8MO 

 

In language lessons some students completed 

some French poetry work. Our winners will be 

announced in next week's bulletin. 

 

There was certainly a buzz around school and I 

look forward to next year's event. 

 

Mrs Z Weatherley 

Head of MFL 

 

Languages, Learning, and Lovely Cakes: MFL News Highlights  
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On Monday, students from Alcester Academy's 

years 9 and 10 participated in shortlisting books 

for the Warwickshire Teen Book Award. 

 

Unlike other awards, the students themselves 

choose the shortlist. They had to select four books 

from a longlist of eight, which was curated by staff 

at the Warwickshire Schools Library Service 

(WSLS). 

The students spent five minutes reading an ex-

cerpt from each of the eight longlisted books be-

fore voting for the four they were most excited to 

read. The results from Alcester Academy will be 

sent to the WSLS and combined with votes from 

other participating schools across Warwickshire  

to determine the final shortlist. 

The seven students participating in the award will 

discover which four books they will be reading on 

30th September. They'll have until early Decem-

ber to finish the books and cast their vote for their  

favourite one. 

 

Cake Sale  
Raises Money  
for Macmillan  
Cancer Support 

Students and staff held a successful cake sale in 

the Learning Resource Centre today during break 

and lunch, to raise money for Macmillan Cancer 

Support. 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who donated cakes, 

especially those from the European Day of  

Languages Bake-Off, or who gave money to this 

worthy cause. Student librarian Jasmine (Ragley) 

will provide a detailed report on the sale and the 

total amount raised in next week's bulletin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LRC Roundup—This Week at Alcester Academy  

Alcester Academy Students  
Shortlist Books for  
Warwickshire Teen Book Award 
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Accelerated Reading 

The Accelerated Reading system is now available 

for all students in years 7 and 8, and English  

sets 5 in years 9 and 10 to quiz on the books they 

are reading.  

 

Initial STAR testing has been completed and Home 

Connect letters have now been sent out to parents. 

 

Please only quiz on new books that you have read 

since the start of September.   

 

To access Accelerated Reader quizzing at 

home:  

 

Make sure are using Google Chrome and this 

link/URL to access the system: https://global-

zone61.renaissance-go.com/welcomeportal/1893467  

 

Then type in your username (your school network 

name) and the password: 

abc123 for years 7, 8 and 9,  

and abc for year 10. 

 

Online LRC for students 

For reading ideas and up-to-date news about the 

LRC, please make sure you have been added to the 

LRC Google Classroom, use this code to add  

yourself if not. 

 

X and Instagram accounts  
for parents and carers 

The LRC has its own X account, please 

follow us for all our latest news: 

@AA_LRC_Library and for Instagram it 

is aa_lrc 

 

Mrs Hands—LRC Manager 
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Endangerlings Game 

Club - PE 1 

Bromcom Positive Points Leaderboard 

Top Positive Point Students—this week: 

1  Ayla  8BI Billesley 11 points 

2  Evie  8RW Greville 10 points 

2 Rupert  8SA Billesley 10 points 

2 Lola  8BI Billesley 10 points 

2  Logan  8BW Greville 10 points 

2 Astrid  9NA Ragley  10 points 

 

Top Positive Point House—this week: 

1 Oversley 557 points 

2 Ragley  554 points 

3 Billesley 527 points 

4 Greville  520 points 

 

Top Positive Point Tutor Group—this week: 

1  7LX   119 points 

1 7WI  119 points 

3  8BI  115 points  

4  11MR   104 points 

5  9AN  101 points 

  

Top Positive Point Subjects—this week: 

1 Maths  553 points 

2 English  395 points  

3 Science  316 points 

4 French  241 points 

5 German  143 points 

 

Top Positive Point Staff—this week: 

1 Mrs Hirji  361 points 

2 Mrs Weatherley 240 points 

3 Mrs Gorner  224 points 

4 Mr Yarrington  206 points 

5 Mrs Marshall  154 points  
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Autumn Term Extra-Curricular Clubs 
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If your child is absent from school, please inform 

the Attendance Officer, Ms Louise Hatcher, of 

the reason, before 8.30am each day.  

 

This can be done through SchoolComms,  

by calling 01789 762285, or by emailing 

louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

 

Thank you, Ms Hatcher 

Attendance News 

To comply with the School Attendance (Pupil Reg-

istration) (England) Regulations 2024 and Data  

Protection expectations, it is vitally important 

that Alcester Academy keeps accurate and up to 

date information relating to every pupil on roll. 

 

The information we are required to record in-

cludes: 

• Pupil’s full legal name (and if appropriate, 

their preferred name). 

• The name, address and contact details of 

every person known to the school/academy 

who is a parent* to the pupil with whom the 

pupil normally resides (this is the address 

that has been used to register with their 

GP). 

• The name, address and contact details of 

any additional parent*. 

• Any other emergency contact details. 

 

In order to gather this information, every year we 

send out data collection forms. Parents are asked 

to complete the form with as much information as 

possible and then return to the school, signed and 

dated. We would ask that even where there are no 

amendments to the data collection sheet, parents 

return the form, signed and dated.  

 

Alcester Academy requests that if you change 

your contact number, move home or there are any 

other circumstances which may impact your child, 

the school is notified as a priority. 

 
N.B. *The Education Act 1996 defines a ‘parent’ 

as a). any natural parent, whether married or not, 

b). any parent who, although not a natural parent, 

has parental responsibility as defined in the Chil-

dren Act (1989) for a child or young person c). any 

person who, although not a natural parent, has 

care of a child or young person.  

Notice for Parents  

Whole School Attendance  
this week is 92.7% 
 

Top tutors this week:  

7WI with 97.9% attendance             

8MO with 97.7% attendance 

9NA with 97% attendance 

10GA with 97.1% attendance 

11GO with 98.4% attendance 

mailto:louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Alcester Academy Term Dates 

AUTUMN TERM 2025 

Half term   Monday 27th – Friday 31st October 2025 

Back to school   Monday 3rd November 2025 

 

Autumn Term ends  Friday 19th December at 12.40pm 

  

SPRING TERM 2026 

School closed   Monday 5th January 2026 

    Teacher training day 

 

Spring Term begins  Tuesday 6th January 2026 

 

Half Term    Monday 16th – Friday 20th February 2026 

Back to school   Monday 23rd February 2026 

  

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 27th March at 12.40pm 

  

SUMMER TERM 2026 

Summer Term begins  Monday 13th April 2026 

 

School closed   Friday 1st May 2026 

    Teacher training day 

 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 4th May 2026 

 

Half Term    Monday 25th – Friday 29th May 2026 

Back to school   Monday 1st June 2026 

     

Summer Term ends  Friday 17th July 2026 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Monday 20th July 2026 

    Teacher training day 
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Broad Description 

The ability to work in a team, under direction, and to communicate effectively are  

essential. Invigilators will be required to conduct examinations in accordance with the JCQ 

and the Academy’s regulations and will play a key role in upholding the integrity of the 

examination process. Alcester Academy runs a number of examination series during the 

academic year and would expect flexible availability during these times, dates available on 

request. Applicants must be available for at least 5 sessions (morning/afternoon) per week 

during internal and external exam seasons throughout the academic year. 

 

The Application Process 

This should be by completed application form emailed to admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk - 

we do not accept CVs. 

 

Alcester Academy reserve the right to appoint before the deadline for a suitable candidate. 

We reserve the right to follow up references provided in person. 

We do encourage interested candidates to come and visit the school before making an  

application. 

 

If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy, please con-

tact head@alcesteracademy.org.uk. We look forward to receiving your application. 

 

Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the  

welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers 

to share this commitment. Enhanced DBS disclosure is required for  

appointment to this post. For shortlisted candidates, please be aware  

that online searches may be done as part of due diligence check. 

£13.68 per hour, claimed monthly 

Closing date: 12 noon on Tuesday 30th September 2025 

Interviews: TBC 

Start date: Mid October for training, exams start in November 2025 

Examination Invigilators 

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

Sport Roundup 

A big congratulations to all students who have 

been selected to represent Alcester Academy so 

far this term! 

 

It's been a busy and successful start, with many 

competitive fixtures already under our belts. Our 

football teams from years 8, 9, 10, and 11 have 

been in action, along with the year 11 netball 

squad and our cross-country runners across all 

year groups. It's fantastic to see so many of you 

competing and representing the school with such 

dedication.  

 

Keep an eye on the daily notice in your tutor time 

and the school bulletin every Friday to stay up-

dated on what's happening in the week ahead. 

 

It has also been brilliant to see the return of the 

externally run Archery Club, provided by the 

Bowmen of Alcester. Best of luck to everyone  

taking part—we're excited to hear about your  

progress over the coming weeks! 

A stand out result this week saw our year 10 foot-

ball team progress in the Mid and South War-

wickshire School’s Cup with a 5-0 victory against 

St. Benedict’s. Well done to everyone  

who represented in this fixture.  
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

South Warwickshire Cross Country 
District Trial—Results 

A massive congratulations to all Alcester Academy 

students who recently represented the school at 

the South Warwickshire District Cross Country 

trials! 

 

It was a day of outstanding results, and we'd like 

to give a special shout-out to Poppy (Minor Girls), 

Marijke (Inter Girls), and Will (Inter Boys), who 

all finished their races in 1st place. An incredible 

achievement! 

 

Further congratulations are in order for the 18 

students who qualified to represent the district at 

the upcoming inter-area event at Stratford School. 

This is a fantastic opportunity for our athletes to 

earn a spot on the Warwickshire County team for 

events later in the academic year. Your hard work 

and dedication have truly paid off. Well done to 

everyone who has reached this standard of  

running. 

 

Minor Boys 

7th Alfred  

13th Roman   

 

Minor Girls 

1st Poppy   

5th Abby   

6th Molly   

8th Efa   

14th Evie   

*21st Lucy   

 

Junior Boys 

16th Keegan   

17th Dexter   

 

Junior Girls 

13th Isabella  

  

Inter Boys 

1st  Will   

6th Dan   

12th Harry   

 

Inter Girls 

1st Marijke  

  

Additional qualifiers: Dylan, Eva. 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * X @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 16 

* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  
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Book Now—Click Here 

https://outspokenbookings.co.uk/PublicBooking/Index?v=93be13a7-1d2e-4c72-03c8-08dc64718802&t=&s=&e=
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