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27th January 2023 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

Our week started here with  

Motivational Monday where 

staff try and spend some  

dedicated time sending  

positive emails out to you as 

parents and carers, and up-

loading Epraise points to start 

the week off. If you received 

any emails, please share these with your 

son/daughter. 

  

Thank you to those of you who have found time 

to complete the Ofsted, Parent View survey.  It 

doesn’t take many minutes at all. This is some 

of the feedback so far: 

• 96% of you feel that students are well 

behaved at the academy 

• 96% of you feel that we let you know how 

your child is doing 

• 100% of you feel that we have high  

expectations for your child 

• 100% you feel that your child can take 

part in clubs and activities at the school. 

  

To answer some of the other survey returns— 

you can discover what your child is learning 

about via the long term plans to each subject  

on the school website:  

Subjects (alcesteracademy.org.uk).  

 

Please ask us if you need any specific  

information that you cannot find. 

For the couple of responses regarding the query 

over a wide range of subjects on offer at the 

Academy, please do let us know what else your 

child would like to see on the curriculum. We do 

review our curriculum offer each year. 

 

Finally, regarding any concerns, please do 

reach out to us at school to air these. We  

continue to have drop-in each Wednesday  

3.25-4.25pm. No appointment is needed. 

 

At the point of writing this, 

there are still only 27 re-

turns for this survey. I know 

that Mr Hollis would say 

that this is by no means sta-

tistically valid so please do 

complete your views if you 

haven’t yet. Ofsted Parent View. 

  

Final update on Industrial Action 

Thank you for your patience whilst we finalised 

arrangements here at school. This is a reminder 

for you following my detailed communication on 

Wednesday. The letter regarding this can be 

seen on the website homepage: Welcome to  

Alcester Academy. 

 

If anything changes before each proposed strike 

day, I will update you in more detail. I will  

conduct a whole school assembly on Monday to 

explain things further to the students. 

  

 

Date of industrial action Students in school (years): Online learning at home for years: 

Wednesday 1st February 2023 7, 8, 11 9, 10 

Wednesday 1st March 2023 9, 10, 11 7, 8 

Wednesday 15th March 2023 7, 8, 11 9, 10 

Thursday 16th March 2023 9, 10, 11 7, 8 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/quality-of-education/subjects
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/home
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/home
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Year 8 Exams 

Congratulations to our year 8s who had their first 

week of exams. We must remember that this year 

group were affected by Covid and didn’t get to sit 

their KS2 assessments at primary school. We  

understand that exams are a serious time for all 

students but I applaud our year 8s for their  

conduct this week after a difficult few years. 

  

Cross Country 

We are so proud of our Alcester Academy athletes 

for making the County Competition last week-

end. Congratulations to Will, Marijke in year 8 and 

Toby in year 7 specifically, who all made it through 

to nationals next! Thanks to Mr and Mrs Powell for 

being there with our students. It was no surprise 

that these three students received some of my 

praise emails on Monday. 

  

Year 11 Cup Match 

A huge ‘well done’ to our year 11s on Wednesday 

playing Princethorpe. If I could bottle and sell their 

determination, energy and passion on the day, I’m 

sure I’d be a very wealthy lady indeed! A fabulous 

effort indeed boys. We are all sending our best 

wishes to Ashton! 

  

Year 10 Super Learning Day 

Next week our year 10s 

have a Super Learning Day 

on Monday with Loudmouth 

entitled Safe and Sound. In 

this hard hitting topic, we 

cover the themes recom-

mended by the DfE of: 

• the characteristics of positive and healthy 

relationships (intimate and friendships), in-

cluding trust, mutual respect, honesty, 

boundaries, privacy, consent, loyalty and 

ending relationships safely. 

• that some types of behaviour within relation-

ships are criminal, including violent behav-

iour and coercive control. 

• the law relating to sexual consent, abuse, 

coercion, harassment, rape and domestic 

abuse, and how these can affect current and 

future relationships. 

• how people can actively communicate and 

recognise consent from others, including sex-

ual consent, and how and when consent can 

be withdrawn. 

 

We would be really grateful if you could therefore 

be open to discussing some of these issues at home 

therefore too. 

 

PSHE Workshop:  

Relationship Abuse, Consent and Control 

(loudmouth.co.uk) 

 

 

https://www.loudmouth.co.uk/programmes/programme/safe-and-sound
https://www.loudmouth.co.uk/programmes/programme/safe-and-sound
https://www.loudmouth.co.uk/programmes/programme/safe-and-sound
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Lost property 

I happened to be in the reception area to LSU this 

week and witnessed ten or more of the expensive 

tin water bottles left there as lost property! I’m 

sure that this will interest some of you who wonder 

where your child’s bottle has gone. 

 

New Government Services 

Emergency Alerts 

Emergency Alerts is a new 

service from the  

government. It’s expected to 

launch in 2023. Emergency 

alerts will warn you if 

there’s a danger to life 

nearby. In an emergency, 

your mobile phone or tablet 

will receive an alert with 

advice about how to stay 

safe.  

Your phone or tablet may: 

• make a loud siren-like sound,  

even if it’s set on silent 

• vibrate 

• read out the alert 

The sound and vibration will last for about 10  

seconds. Stop what you’re doing and follow the  

instructions in the alert. Sometimes an alert will 

include a phone number or a link to the GOV.UK 

website for more information. 

 

Warwickshire SEND 

The SEND local offer for the Authority, now has  

its own Facebook page: 

Warwickshire SEND Local Offer. 

 

Seeking IT work experience for a  
Post-16 student 

If there are any local companies that could offer a 

post-16 former student any IT related work  

experience, please could you contact me at 

school head@alcesteracademy.org.uk. Thank you  

so much. There is a requirement for 160 hours  

between now and June 2023. 

Saturday 11th February Separate sciences 9-11am (Sets 1-3) In School 

Saturday 18th February 

Geography 9-11am 

History 11-1pm 

  

In School 

Saturday 25th February Maths 9-11am In School 

Saturday 4th March 

French 9-11am 

German 11-1pm 

English 10-12noon 

• Those doing French, go to English from 11-12noon 

• Those doing German, arrive at 10am  

and do 1 hour of English first 

In School 

Year 11 Saturday School dates for your diary 

As well as the year 11 lunchtime and after school offer, we will be putting on some Saturday Schools  

in the run up to mocks: 

https://www.gov.uk/alerts?utm_source=26%20January%202023%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.facebook.com/WarksLocalOffer
mailto:head@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Year 11 Congratulations 

Congratulations to year 11 iMedia students who 

received their external exam results this week. 

Superb! 

 

Coronation Plans – May 2023 

The Eden Project is supporting the ‘Big Lunch’ 

idea for your families and local communities.  

You can obtain details via their website. 

https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/the-big-

lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holocaust Memorial Day 

Each year people from across the UK take part in 

a national moment for Holocaust Memorial Day. 

At 4pm on 27 January people across the nation 

will light candles and put them safely in their 

windows to: 

• remember those who were murdered for 

who they were 

• stand against prejudice and hatred today 

Iconic buildings and landmarks will light up in 

purple during this powerful national moment of 

commemoration and solidarity. 

 

Big Garden Birdwatch  

Big Garden Birdwatch long weekend is here! 

There's still time to sign-up and take part. Just 

spend one hour between Friday 27 and Sunday 29 

January counting the birds, and help monitor 

how birds are faring. It's free, fun and a great 

way to keep an eye on your local wildlife.  

Wherever you are, whatever you see, it counts! 

Big Garden Birdwatch 

 

Look out for our student takeover in the next few 

weeks. I’m excited to see what our Student  

Captains have up their sleeves for your  

enjoyment. 

  

Wishing you all a really lovely weekend ahead. 

Best wishes 

 

Mrs Sarah Mellors—Headteacher 

Year 11 revision timetable—Spring term 

https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/the-big-lunch
https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/the-big-lunch
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/


 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 6 

1st - Fleur  

2nd - Ben  

Are you a parent or carer of a child or young  

person with special educational needs and or  

disabilities (SEND)? Would you like to know more 

about direct payments and how they work? If so, 

why not attend our latest SEND webinar on  

direct payments to find out more.   

 

The free webinar which is being run by Warwick-

shire County Council (WCC) in partnership with 

Penderels Trust and WCC’s Independent Living 

Team will take place on Friday 27 January from 

1pm to 2pm.   

 

The Children and Families Act gives parents and 

carers of children with Education, Health and 

Care Plans (EHCP), and young people over the 

age of 16, greater choice and control over their 

support arrangements. If a child or young person 

receives an EHCP you will be able to request a 

personal budget, part of which might be available 

through a direct payment.  

 

To help support families with the direct payments 

process, the webinar will cover:  

 

• Direct payments and personal budgets - 

what they are, how they are used and how 

they are paid 

• What can (and what can't) be funded 

through them 

• The roles and responsibilities of Warwick-

shire County Council 

• Employers’ responsibilities for those using 

direct payments to employ staff 

• Support provided by Penderels Trust to set 

up a direct payment 

• The difference between a managed and a 

non-managed direct payment 

• How the payroll service works at Penderels 

Trust  

 

The webinar will take place on Friday 27  

January, 1pm - 2pm and you can register to  

attend at: bit.ly/DirectPaymentsWebinar 

Direct Payments webinar for families with SEND 

Kooth are running free  

webinars for supporting 

children's mental health and 

male mental health 

 

Click here  

for more information  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=BqqwiCdZu0uok4nMJxOsgiXUm9pQQmpIouFkwWpRV65UMjhSVk9ITzFBOE40VTJLNkxaTURHWTVJSCQlQCN0PWcu
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/kooth-digital-health-58531430913
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In science news this week... 

Fluke discovery of ancient farming technique could  

stabilize crop yields 

As climates around the world grow harsher and increasingly                   

unpredictable, concerns are increasing over our world's food securi-

ty. Already, yields of staple crops like maize and wheat are drop-

ping in low-latitude tropical regions and in dry and drying regions 

such as African drylands and parts of the Mediterranean. Environ-

mental scientist Morgan Ruelle accidentally stumbled across one 

possible technique that could help stabilize dipping crop yields. 

The once widespread practice is now only used by small farms in 

places like Caucasus, Greek Islands, and the Horn of Africa. De-

spite being incredibly simple, most of the agroecology community 

weren't aware of it. Yet farmers have been using this technique for 

more than 3,000 years across at least 27 countries. It may have 

even been what gave rise to agriculture in the first place. The 

method is planting maslins – a combined mix of cereals that can 

include rice, millet, wheat, rye, barley and more – and harvesting 

them all together to be separated or used as a single product. 

These massive neutron stars existed for less than the blink of 

an eye 

Not much can be accomplished in a few hundred milliseconds. Yet for 

the neutron stars seen in the glints of two gamma-ray bursts, it's 

more than enough time to teach us a thing or two about life, death, 

and the birth of black holes. Sifting through an archive of high-energy 

flashes in the night sky, astronomers recently uncovered patterns in 

the oscillations of light left by two different sets of colliding stars, in-

dicating a pause on their journey from super-dense object to infinite 

pit of darkness. That pause – somewhere between 10 and 300 milli-

seconds –  technically equates to two newly formed, mega-sized neu-

tron stars, which ,researchers suspect were each spinning fast enough 

to briefly hold off their inevitable fates as black holes. 

Greenland's glaciers seem to be melting much, much faster 

than we thought 

This isn't the first time ice melt predictions have been scrutinized 

or revised. In 2020, a study found that the current computer simu-

lations of how glaciers interact with the rest of the climate system 

don't quite match up with reality. Gaps in data meant that cli-

mate scientists have been plugging in observations from accessi-

ble glaciers to build models of how all glaciers melt. But what's         

happening to the Antarctic ice sheet amid rapid global warming is 

significantly different from what's occurring to Arctic glaciers. In 

Greenland, for example, recent observational research has found 

that warm ocean water in the nation's fjords is chiselling away at 

parts of the floating ice sheet from underneath. This submarine 

melting is incredibly difficult to measure, especially when you con-

sider how dangerously close to calving icebergs research vessels 

must get. To avoid the risky business, scientists have studied Ant-

arctica's more accessible 'glacier tongues' and used the data as a 

proxy for the Arctic. But while Antarctica and Greenland  harbour 

continental ice sheets, they are not identical twins. 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 8 

Useful Diary Dates 2023 
 

Monday 30th January. Year 10 Super Learning Day. Safe and Sound. 

Tuesday 31st January Year 7/8 Super Learning STEM Day. 

Thursday 9th February. AGS Subject Sampling Evening for year 11. 

Thursday 9th February. Year 9 Super Learning Day. Calling it Out. 

Tuesday 14th February. Year 11 History Show. 3.30pm. More details to follow. 

Wednesday 15th February. Year 11 Doctor’s Show lesson 1-4. 

Thursday 16th February. Year 9 Parents’ Evening 4-7pm School Cloud. 

Friday 17th February. Year 9 Detective workshop day. 

18-25th February International Ski Trip HALF TERM (dry ski sessions taking place this half term). 

Monday 27th February. Year 11 Mocks start (2). 

Thursday 2nd March. World Book Day. 

Week beginning 13th March. Year 10 Work Experience Week. 

14/15th March. Year 11 Practical exams for Hospitality and Catering. 

Thursday 16th March. Year 11 Geography Field Trip to Bristol. 

Friday 17th March. Bingo Family Night. 6.30pm. Hall. 

Monday 20th March. Year 8 Super Learning Day. Talking Heads. 

Tuesday 21st March. Year 11 School Photo Day. 

Thursday 23rd March. Year 10 Parent Form on Exams. Arrangements TBC. 

Thursday 30th March. Sports Awards Evening. Invited students. Details to follow. 

Friday 31st March. Early finish 12.40pm. 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  

Thursday 20th April. Year 8 Parents Evening to begin the Options Process. 
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Epraise Leaderboard—this week 

 

Top Students—this week: 

1 Toby   7LE  24 points 

2 Luke   11BR  20 points 

2 Toby   11BR  20 points 

4 Annabelle  7LE  18 points 

5 Nicola  11HK  16 points 

5 Harry  7LE  16 points 

5 Seb   11BR  16 points 

8 Morgan  11WA  14 points 

8 Maisie 11BR  14 points 

8 Jasmine  7KA  14 points 

 

Top Tutor—this week: 

1 11BR  325 points 

2 7LE  245 points 

3 7RA  188 points 

4 9SO  184 points 

4 7WI  184 points 

6 9HL  175 points 

7 7KA  174 points 

8 7TN  163 points 

9 9AN  155 points 

10 10BW  151 points 

Top Staff—this week: 

1 Mr Bastock  383 points 

2 Mrs Weatherley 297 points 

3 Mr Rossiter  294 points 

4 Miss Burgess 261 points 

5 Mr Jones  203 points 

6 Mr Yarrington 202 points 

7 Mr Martin  187 points 

8 Miss Lewis  170 points 

9 Mr Bowater  156 points 

10 Mrs Stedman 133 points 

 

Top Subjects—this week: 

1 Science 471 points 

2 History 423 points 

3 English 416 points 

4 Maths  403 points 

5 Geography 289 points 

6 French 287 points 

7 Art  263 points 

8 IT  151 points 

9 Ethics  89 points 

10 German 80 points  

Congratulations to Isaac and Naomi in year 7 for reading half a million words!  

10 House points have been added for each of you.  

Top House this week: Billesley  

Top Epraise points this week: Billesley  

Top students on Epraise this week: 

Billesley – Annabelle (7LE)     Ragley – Luke (11BR) 

Greville – Toby (7LE)    Oversley – Nicola (11HK) 

 

Miss Lewis  
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Term Dates 2023 

 

SPRING TERM 2023 

Half Term     Monday 20th – Friday 24th February 2023 

Back to school   Monday 27th February 2023 

  

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 31st March 2023 at 12.40pm 

  

SUMMER TERM 2023 

Summer Term begins  Monday 17th April 2023 

 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 1st May 2023 

Bank Holiday   Monday 8th May 2023 

 

Half Term     Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2023 

Back to school   Monday 5th June 2023 

     

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 
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Whole School: 93.4% 

7LE—97.8 % 

8MO—97.7% 

9SO—97.0% 

10BW—97.1% 

11BR—96.1% 

 
Reporting Absences 

Parents must report any absence from school including medical appointments requiring absence, and 

any Covid related ill health leading to absence, to the student absence line by 9.30am on each day of 

absence to 01789 762285 and press 1. 

 

Where there has been no contact from parents/carers and the child remains absent without  

explanation Academy staff will make contact with parents/carers to ask the reason for absence. 

In the first instance School Comms will be used to send a message via the app or text, followed by  

contact via phone, if no response is received. Medical evidence (for example, this could be medical  

appointment cards, prescribed medication labels) can be requested to support student absences from 

school. Our Attendance Officer will follow up unexplained or concerning levels of absence as outlined 

in our Attendance Intervention Process.  

Mrs Paula Taylor 

Attendance News 

DT house competition 
Open to all year groups & the deadline is 31st January—any questions to Miss Wincup! 
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Student Spotlight 

Congratulations to Ellis in year 10 who  

represented Stratford-upon-Avon rowing club at 

The King’s School (Worcester) indoor rowing  

competition on Sunday.  

 

Ellis finished the competition as a double medal-

list, winning Silver in the boys year 10 race and 

placing in the year 11 mixed relay race achieving 

a bronze medal.  

 

Well done Ellis on your fantastic achievement 

despite tough competition from KES, Kings and 

other traditionally strong rowing schools. 

 

 

 

 

Warwickshire School’s Cross Country 

It was a great day for the Academy at the  

Warwickshire Schools X-Country meeting at 

Princethorpe College last weekend.  

 

A huge congratulations to all students who ran 

for Alcester Academy and South Warwickshire 

Schools.  

 

Well done to Marijke and Will who have achieved 

County selection despite running with an older 

age group and to Toby in year 7 who also 

achieved County selection in his first competitive 

race in Alcester Academy colours. Well done all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

This week’s fixtures: 

Year 11 Football v Princethorpe  
College 

At long last our year 11 Footballers got to take  

on Princethorpe College in the Coventry  

Telegraph Cup.  

 

Unfortunately, the lads were not successful in 

progressing to the next stage of competition  

however really enjoyed the opportunity to test 

themselves against higher levels of opposition 

from further afield.  

 

A fantastic display of determination and  

togetherness from the squad who stuck together 

and battled hard until the final whistle—well 

done lads!  

 

We look forward to next half-term and  

competitive Fixtures resuming for all year 

groups. 

 

 

KS3 SW Girls Basketball tournament 

Following last week’s success with our girls  

basketball teams against Shipston, our girls had 

the opportunity this week to compete in the SW 

girls basketball competition.  

 

Some outstanding individual and team perfor-

mances on the evening with our year x2 and  

year 8 teams finishing 1st and 2nd, and our year 

7 team finishing 1st place.  

 

Congratulations to all the girls on the amazing 

progress being made on court! 
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Changes due to fixtures: 

Year 9/10/11 netball will be on Thursday for next week—instead of Wednesday  

 

Next weeks confirmed fixtures: 

Monday 30.1.23 Year 7/8 Girls Indoor Athletics competition @ AGS 

Tuesday 31.1.23  Year 7/8 Boys Indoor Athletics competition @ AGS 

Wednesday 1.2.23  Year 7/8 Boys Basketball v St. Bedes AWAY  

Thursday 2.2.23 Year 7/8 Boys Basketball v AGS HOME postponed until Monday 6.3.23  

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

Next week’s Extra-Curricular Sport 

After School 

Lunchtime 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 18 


