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27th May 2022 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

 Dear parents and carers, 

  

We have had a superb week in 

school as we begin preparations 

for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 

Thank you to staff who have ral-

lied around to make yet another 

memorable time in school for the 

students. I am looking forward to 

my own Street Party next week 

with friends and neighbours as 

many of us are I’m sure. 

  

To give you a flavour of things in 

school, events for this week have included: 

  

Monday—Mrs Bennett decorated the front of 

school with our Jubilee bunting. 

Tuesday—Our midday  

supervisors put out  

the red, white and blue  

balloons to welcome visitors. The 

students looked at the Jubilee  

as a topic in tutor time 

Wednesday—We launched our ’70 

facts about the Queen’ quiz. Ques-

tions were dotted around the school. 

Mrs Jones in LSU has a fantastic 

knowledge of Her Royal High-

ness! The canteen bunting went up 

in readiness for roast dinner day!  

Thursday – The Royal Fact Quiz 

continued and LSU had their Ju-

bilee Party. The canteen pulled 

out all of the stops with Eton 

Mess and Royal Cup Cakes too. 

Friday – Today students went around the site 

finding laminated pictures of royal crowns. 

They were then able to trade these in for a 

chocolate bar. Students that found a picture of 

the Queen, won a huge Plati-

num Jubilee Dairy Milk bar! 

Just a bit of fun again for the 

end of a busy half term. 
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Finally, today, we close the race for the top 70 

EPRAISERS who will enter a draw on the first 

Monday back to win a £70 royal rewards voucher! 

Wow! Massive thanks to Miss Buckthorp who  

creates and organises these 

events,  and does all of the 

shopping herself for our  

students to have these 

treats. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to those parents who joined Mrs Sted-

man, Mr Bowater, Miss Knowles, Mr Martin and 

Miss Buckthorp for the Blencathra pre-trip meet-

ing on Monday. This is such a useful experience 

for those students studying GCSE Geography. 

Not long to go now! 
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Performing Arts day 

Thank you to the Performing Arts team for organ-

ising the year 9/10 School Of Theatre Excellence 

Super Learning Day last Friday. 

https://www.sote.co.uk/  

Miss Sacco has written about this further on in the 

bulletin. 
  

Non uniform 

Thank you for your contributions to the non uni-

form day today for the Community Fridge project. 

At the time of this going to be published, the 

amount raised is £910. 

 

One of our next fund raisers will be on Thursday 

23rd June (year 11 Leavers Day). This is for anoth-

er cause very dear to our hearts called Heartlink 

Children’s Charity. We have been waiting five 

years to support this charity. Heartlink massively 

supported one of our year 11 students in the early 

stages of his life and we are paying tribute to this 

exceptional care. 

  

HeartLink Children's Charity 

is a small charity set up to 

raise funds to support chil-

dren with congenital heart 

defects (CHD), their families 

and to help purchase life sav-

ing equipment for the East 

Midlands Congenital Heart 

Centre based at Leicester 

Royal Infirmary.  

  

In the case of our year 11 student, Heartlink pro-

vided the equipment used to transport him from 

Warwick where he was born, to Leicester. They 

paid for the equipment used during his surgery, 

the hot bed he slept in and the new technology that 

gave him the best chance of survival. They also 

built and furnished rooms to enable parents to stay 

onsite with their babies, and that was where mum 

stayed with him until he was allowed home.  

  

They continue to support CHD patients and  

families as well as the hospital and have, through 

donations, been able to purchase a phenomenal 

amount of equipment for the hospital. 

  

You can find more here:  

https://www.heartlinkchildrenscharity.co.uk/ 

  

Although the charity is based in the East  

Midlands, children from all over the UK are flown 

in for the expert cardiac care there.   

 

DfE Numeracy Quiz for adults 

The DfE have published a numeracy quiz for 

adults if you want to give it a go? 

Take a quick numeracy quiz (riddle.com) 

Fully-funded maths courses are available for 

adults. Please visit Essential Skills - Numeracy - 

Skills for Life (campaign.gov.uk) 

  

Warwickshire County 
Scout Camp—Ragley 

Congratulations to all of our 

scouts who camped out at 

Ragley last weekend at Get 

In. What an event to be part 

of. 

  

Mrs O Shea – St Nicholas School 

The good wishes comment book for Mrs O Shea’s 

early retirement will be available for students after 

half term. It will be situated in LSU to sign.  

Please send any parent and carer comments 

to admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. Remember that 

this is top secret! 

  

Year 7 exams 

Year 7 exams take place in lesson time week begin-

ning 13th June. Mr Cooke has written to year 7 

parents separately about this. 

  

Year 11 holiday sessions for exams 

Monday 30th May 10-11.30am for English,  

online Google Meet 

 

Tuesday 31st May  9.30am for Maths  

with Miss Kavanagh online Google Meet 

 

Saturday 4th June 10-12 noon for  

Child Development 

online Google Meet 

 

Sunday 5th June 9.30am for Maths with 

Mr Bastock online Google Meet 

https://www.sote.co.uk/
https://www.heartlinkchildrenscharity.co.uk/
https://www.riddle.com/view/373677
https://skillsforlife.campaign.gov.uk/courses/essential-skills-numeracy/
https://skillsforlife.campaign.gov.uk/courses/essential-skills-numeracy/
mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Your feedback has been shared with the staff and will be invaluable to decisions around the  

development of homework. I will update you about this before the end of the summer term.  

Governors will also be consulted and involved in decisions moving forward. 
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Feedback on homework 

We appreciate those parents who fed back to us on homework..  

Here is just a sample of some of the responses. 
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Maths sessions for year 11 

To support students in preparation for the maths 

Paper 2, Mr Bastock and Miss Kavanagh are put-

ting on two google classroom sessions.  These will 

be live sessions where students will be able logon 

to the Google classroom to access the sessions. 

  

These are going to be held at 9.30am on Tuesday 

31st May (with BA) and Sunday 5th June (with 

KA). On Tuesdays session, Mr Bastock will cover 

all aspects related to algebra and shape for the 

paper 2. On Sundays session, Miss Kavanagh will 

cover all aspects of number, ratio, proportion and 

rates of change. A reminder of the classroom 

code, just in case they have forgotten or lost  

access: 7ivifgf 

 

New Governor 

I would like to take this 

opportunity to welcome 

Mrs Jane Clarke to the 

governing body. Jane 

has recently been ap-

pointed as staff gover-

nor. I would like to 

thank Mrs Karen Eva-

son for her years of ser-

vice to the school in her 

former role as staff gov-

ernor. This is an unpaid role that takes up hours 

of dedication and commitment. I am very grateful 

to all of our governors for this. 

  

Swimming in 
open water 

Is it worth consid-

ering whether you 

have discussed the 

risks of swimming 

in open water at 

home recently? As the warm weather creeps in, 

this might be a prudent time to chat to children 

about this topic. For more detail see: 

Open Water Safety Tips | Royal Life Saving Soci-

ety UK ( RLSS UK ) 

 

Please consider: 

• The shock of cold water can make swim-

ming difficult and increase the difficulty in 

getting out of the water 

• Lack of safety equipment and increased 

difficulty for rescue 

• The height of the fall or jump if  

tombstoning 

• The depth of the water – this changes and 

is unpredictable 

• Underwater objects and hazards may not be 

visible 

• Obstacles or other people in the water 

• Strong currents can rapidly sweep people 

away 

• Uneven banks and river beds 

• Water quality, e.g. toxic algal blooms and 

industrial/agricultural pollution 

  

Mrs Woodman—Deputy Head 

Mrs Woodman is making steady progress after 

her recent fall. She is still not in school however. 

Please direct any concerns to other members of 

SLT as needed. 

 

Attendance push 

We will be on an appropriate attendance push 

starting next half term. In light of Covid-19 cases 

calming right down, we are aiming to use next 

half term to really promote positive attendance. 

Thank you in advance for your support. 

 

We are still overwhelmed with the number of hol-

iday requests in term time. It is with regret that 

fixed penalty notices have been issued as a result 

of these. To avoid this, please do not take holiday 

outside of the allocated thirteen weeks available. 

  

Parent warning 

We have been made aware that vapes are now 

sadly also sold in disguise as inhalers, watches 

and highlighters:  

Not only am I alerting you to be vigilant at home 

therefore but as a school, we will clearly not allow 

these products to be in school, or to be used in 

school. We consider these to be the same as ciga-

rettes. Thank you. I am sure you will agree and 

support us as always.  What a world our children 

are growing up in that there is a need to disguise 

products such as these. 
 

https://www.rlss.org.uk/pages/category/open-water-safety-tips
https://www.rlss.org.uk/pages/category/open-water-safety-tips


 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 7 

Well done Luke, year 10 

It was so lovely to hear about the accomplishments 

of Luke in year 10 recently. Last weekend, Luke 

represented his Air Cadets at an athletics event 

where he won Gold at his javelin event. He will 

now represent the squadron at a regional event  

in June.   

 

He also supported the newly appointed Mayor’s 

cadet by carrying his sword, in a very proud  

moment. He then spent the afternoon at the town 

hall with the newly appointed Mayor.   
 

Covid-19 statistics today 

The identified cases today are: 

Year 7—2 cases 

Year 8—no cases 

Year 9—no cases 

Year 10—no cases 

Year 11—no cases 

 

I realise that we are no longer needing to test for 

Covid-19 and I remain grateful for your vigilance. 

  

I hope that you all had a super day at the Food 

Festival last weekend. I heard how busy it was; 

such great news for Alcester. I am looking forward 

to DogFest this weekend at Ragley Hall. I am sure 

that I’ll see some of you there! I’ll have Chewie 

Mellors in tow although he looks far less like his 

namesake ‘Chewbacca’ after his summer shave! 

 The Mellors’ family members are huge Star Wars 

fans! I have also sponsored my feathered friends 

ready for the annual Duck Race in town! Have 

you? https://alcesterduck.elygin.co.uk/ 

  

I am wishing our year 11s a good rest break over 

half term as they prepare for the busiest time of 

exams when they return to school in June. They 

have been a credit during the start of the GCSE 

season. I once again thank the rest of the school for 

accommodating the exam preparation going on so 

earnestly by staff. I recognise that there aren’t 

many schools that go to the lengths that the staff 

here do. 

  

And so, now to wish you all a lovely half term 

break and a super, and very special royal bank hol-

iday weekend. I continue to be very grateful for 

your support of the school. The students are an 

absolute credit to us. I consider that I am extreme-

ly lucky to come to work each day and be surround-

ed by such dedicated colleagues and fantastic 

young people! Let’s all take a moment to consider 

the catastrophic shooting in a Texas primary 

school this week and consider how lucky we are to 

live in this community. 

 

With best wishes 

Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher 

https://alcesterduck.elygin.co.uk/product/sponsor-a-duck
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Epraise—past 7 days 

 

Top Students past 7 days: 

1 Ellie-Anne  11BR 18 points 

1 Molly   7HT 18 points 

3 Mason   7HT 15 points 

4 Rosie   7SI 14 points 

5 Isabelle  10AN 13 points 

5 Harry   7TY 13 points 

5 Tom   7WI 13 points 

5 Reuben  7RA 13 points 

5 Alice   7HT 13 points 

10 Lilia   10MA 12 points 

 
 

Top Tutor Groups past 7 days: 

1 7HT  202 points 

2 11BR  195 points 

3 7SI  175 points 

4 7WI  164 points 

5 7RA  162 points 

6 7TY  158 points 

7 10AN  147 points 

8 8SO  146 points 

9 8PK  136 points 

10 8PW  131 points 

 

Top Staff past 7 days: 

1 Mr Bastock  431 points 

2 Miss Home  258 points 

3 Miss Burgess  236 points 

4 Mr Yarrington  225 points 

5 Miss Taylor  205 points 

6 Miss Lewis  199 points 

7 Mrs Stedman  191 points 

8 Mr Jones  179 points 

9 Mr Rossiter  108 points 

10 Miss Kavanagh 98 points 
 

 

Top Subjects past 7 days: 

1 Maths   763 points 

2 Science   581 points 

3 Geography  351 points 

4 English   298 points 

5 Art   191 points 

6 History   142 points 

7 German  63 points 

8 PE   60 points 

9 Design Technology 55 points 

10 French   48 points 

 

Year 7                 Year 8                 Year 9                 Year 10               Year 11  Whole School 

90.6%                   92.1%                 92.7%                  90.2%                   89.3%  91.0% 

School Attendance — up to 26.5.22 

  

This week's top tutor groups  

7TY, 8RO, 9YA, 10AN and 11HO 

 

Well done! Mrs Hodges 
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Year 11 

GCSE Examinations — Monday 16th May —  Tuesday 28th June 2022  

GCSE Contingency Day — Wednesday 29th June 2022 — all students must be available 

 
Year 10 

Internal MFL Speaking Exams — week commencing Monday 20th June 2022 

Data Report published to parents/carers — Monday 20th June 2022 

 
Year 9 

Data Report published to parents/carers — Monday 18th July 2022 

 
Year 8 

Data Report published to parents/carers — Monday 20th June 2022 

 
Year 7 

In-class Exams — week commencing Monday 13th June 2022 

Full Report published to parents/carers — Tuesday 19th July 2022 

Exam, Reporting & Parents’ Evening Timetable  

Term Dates 

SUMMER TERM 2022 

Half term     Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 2022 

Back to school    Monday 6th June 2022 

         

Summer Term ends   Tuesday 19th July 2022 at 3.25pm 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2022 

Monday 5th September   School closed. Staff Training Day  

Tuesday 6th September  School closed. Staff Training Day    

Wednesday 7th September   Phased return for students. Details to follow.  

Wednesday 8th & Thursday 9th June Year 10 Geography Field Trip  

Week beginning 13th June   Year 7 exams in class 

Thursday 23rd June    Year 11 prom 

Friday 24th June    Year 9 geography trip to Bristol 

Saturday 25th & Sunday 26th June  KS4 West End Trip 

Thursday 30th June    Celebration Evening. Invited students. 

Tuesday 5th July    New Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 6th July    Year 6 Induction Day 

Thursday 14th July    Sports Day year 7-10 

Monday 18th July    Rewards Trips 

Tuesday 19th July    Finish for the summer holidays at 3.25pm 

Thursday 25th August    GCSE results in school from 8.30am. More detail to follow 

 

 

D of E dates to be sent separately. 

We will be celebrating PRIDE at school in June. 

Dates for your diary – next half term 
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Stratford Food Bank are asking for the following items if you have any spare to drop to them: 

  

  

Foodbank Warehouse & Distribution Centre 

Fred Winter Centre 

41 Guild Street 

Stratford upon Avon 

CV37 6QY 

 

Parking is very limited a car may pull in to pick up a parcel, but cars cannot be 

parked at the Fred Winter Centre. The closest free parking is Bridgeway Car Park, 

where you can park free for up to one hour. 

Stratford Food Bank is very Hungry 

Rice Pudding 

Custard 

Angel delight 

Whole UHT milk 

Small jars coffee 

Fruit juice 

Fruit squash 

Peanut butter 

Jam 

Honey 

Tinned ham 

Spaghetti Bolognese 

Chicken casserole 

Tinned fruit 

Carrots 

Pasta sauce 

Tinned tomatoes 

Curry sauce 

Milk powder 
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! 
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For support with safeguarding issues over half 

term, please visit: 

 

https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/safeg

uarding-children 

To contact the Front Door services please call 

01926 414144. 

Lines are open Monday to Thursday 8.30am - 

5.30pm, Friday 8.30am - 5.00pm. If you need to get 

in touch out of usual office hours, please contact 

the Emergency Duty Team immediately by  

calling 01926 886922. 

As always, in an emergency, the headteacher,  

Mrs Sarah Mellors will respond to you. Please 

email head@alcesteracademy.org.uk. 

Warwickshire Safeguarding Children 

We would be grateful to receive 

any used uniform donations, in 

good condition, at the end of the 

summer term. THANK YOU! 

One of our design technology students has been very busy!  Megan has made these fabulous  

cushions at home from old T-shirts whilst recovering from an operation. Well done! Miss Wincup 

Design Technology Work of the Week 

https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/safeguarding-children
https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/safeguarding-children
mailto:head@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Uniform at Alcester Academy 

Just a reminder that uniform can be obtained from 

NSC Alcester at 3-4 Bulls Head Yard, Alcester,  

and Price & Buckland, an online school uniform 

supplier. 

If girls wish to wear mid grey trousers, please can 

these be tailored and not stretchy or drain pipe 

skinny trousers. 

Thank you—Mrs Mellors 

https://price-buckland.co.uk/
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On Friday 20th May, year 9 and 10 performing 

arts students took part in a workshop day With 

SOTE—a musical theatre of excellence school.  

 

During their day they took part in a dance  

workshop, acting workshop and 1 to 1 singing  

lessons. This was all part of their musical  

theatre component.  

Our students could not have spoken more highly 

about the day and great progress was made on 

their personal performances and knowledge of  

musical theatre. A day our students will  

definitely remember.   

 

Miss Sacco 

Performing Arts workshop day  
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Good luck to Jacob (year 7) on June 5th as he  

undertakes the Redditch 10k Race for Life in sup-

port of Cancer Research along with his mother 

and two brothers. This is, obviously, a very worthy 

cause and if you'd like to support his endeavour, 

the link is shown below. 

 

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/woodf

ield-family-team 

 

 

 SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS  

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/woodfield-family-team
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/woodfield-family-team
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PE Practices/Fixtures: week beginning 6.6.22: 

   

Tuesday 7th June: 

Year 8 Archery (invitation letters issued) 

Tennis Club (All years) 

  

Wednesday 8th June: 

Athletics club (All years) 

Year 7/8 Rounders (Girls) Squad practice. 

 

Thursday 9th June: 

Year 7&8 Rounders (h) v AGS (selection letters issued) 

Cricket Club (All years) 

 

At the end of the school day come down to the gym and get changed as soon as possible.  

Normal school PE kit is required. 

 

All practices will run until 4.30pm and are open to everyone in the specified year groups.  

For Fixtures a separate team sheet including all the necessary details will be sent out via parentmail. 

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 


