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28th April 2023 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Good afternoon everyone, 

  

It is with a heavy heart 

that I’m writing to you 

this afternoon, after such 

a tragic week regarding 

the crash on the Camp-

den Road last Friday and 

the loss of three young 

lives. I have tried to stay 

in touch with both 

schools affected during 

this week in order to continue to offer our  

sincere support at this difficult time. My under-

standing is that one of the students, Tilly,  

attended AGS through years 7-11 and had just 

joined Chipping Campden for their sixth form. 

The other two sixth formers who lost their lives 

were always Campden students, Harry and 

Frank. There are no fitting words are there at  

a time like this. 

 

I have admired the Go Fund Me page set up by 

the friends of the students who lost their lives. 

www.gofundme.com/f/in-memory-of-harry-

frank-and-tilly 

 

We plan to use the 

majority of the  

money raised at  

the Coronation non-

uniform day here  

on Friday 5th May 

to go towards support of the Air 

Ambulance. A small amount  

remaining will go towards The 

Prince’s Trust. This will be open 

on School Gateway very soon for 

you. 

  

Thank you for Mr Badham for a superb  

Alcester Inn gig on Tuesday with Rock Acade-

my. This helped us to celebrate life in such dark 

times. As always, the talent was amazing and 

the room was absolutely jam packed. Well done 

to everyone involved and thanks to those  

families who supported this event.  

http://www.gofundme.com/f/in-memory-of-harry-frank-and-tilly
http://www.gofundme.com/f/in-memory-of-harry-frank-and-tilly
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Our year 11s began their actual GCSE MFL 

speaking exams, and practical in art/photography 

so well this week. 

 

Congratulations to year 10 who have completed 

their internal exams also this week. We are very 

proud of the students. Year 7 exams are the last 

series now and these take place week of 5th June 

in classrooms. We will do some preparation with 

the students in advance of these.   

  

I spent two days this week hearing year 6 appeals 

for September 2023. Whilst I’m delighted that the 

school is over-subscribed, it is never easy hearing 

from parents who have been unsuccessful. 

  

We have talked to year 7-9 this week about the 

health implications of vaping, and the sanctions 

in place at school should we be concerned that 

this is happening. This assembly will be rolled out 

to year 10 after their exams finish next week also. 

  

Alcester Town Hall Clean Up 

It was a privilege to be in Alcester with  

Miss Buckthorp on Sunday to see the volunteers 

helping to get the town Coronation ready. The 

bunting and flags look amazing don’t they? 

Many thanks to our wonderful year 9s, Iris, 

Trudie, Mercy and Lily for being persuaded to 

support the Town Hall Spring Clean. We were 

extremely proud of you all.  

  

 

 

 

 

Good news stories 

Congratulations to Skye and Shannon for their 

help at a charity St George's Day Music Event in 

Evesham organised by The Valkyrie Bar. We 

were raising money for The Royal British Le-

gion. They both helped by selling used books and 

raffle tickets to raise more money for the charity. 

We are very proud of you both. 

Well done to Jacob in year 8 

who passed his taekwondo 

1st Dan star grade in Red-

ditch. To pass, the students 

have to demonstrate all 

three patterns of the 2nd 

Dan black belt grade along 

with a pattern chosen by the 

Grand Master D Atkins 9th 

Dan and then a pattern of 

Jacob's choice plus sparring 

and close contact floor work, 

along with a verbal Korean 

test. 

  

Congratulations to Kora in year 

10. Kora took part in the WIDA Irish 

dancing World Championships, which 

took place in Killarney Ireland from 

the 13th to the 16th of April. 

 

Kora was part of an 8 hand Ceili Team 

and a 16 hand choreographed Figure Team. Both 

teams came first place, Kora and her Mccarthy 

Felton school of Irish dance team members now 

hold two World Champion titles.  
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Another huge congratulations goes to Lola in year 

10, who beat Team Canada in the International 

Cheer Leading Finals as part of the Youth England 

Squad in the USA recently. We’re waiting for news 

regarding the Coventry squad’s results, as Lola 

went on to compete with Coventry Dynamite. Year 

10s are smashing it across the world. Well done 

girls! 

 

Congratulations to Harriet and William, pictured 

here by the Stratford Herald, who raised £750 for 

Young Carers recently by holding a concert at  

St Nicholas’ Church. This is such superb work.  

 

Once again, huge thank you to everyone 

who supported our Bag2School collection 

this week. We collected a total of 271kg of 

clothes, shoes and linens which will be 

reused and recycled around the world.  

The monies raised will be used to further 

support recycling initiatives in school. We 

will no doubt be organising another 

collection in the next academic year.  

Further details will be communicated  

nearer the time. Mrs Farnell 
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Please continue to send me any news of success 

outside of school time. I love to receive these  

updates from you all. 

 

Governors 

Thank you to Louise Horne for her dedication and 

commitment to our governing body. Louise is re-

tiring from this role. If you are interested in be-

coming a parent governor, please contact myself 

or the Chair, Mike Dean 

mikedean@alcesteracademy.org.uk 
  

Congratulations 

To... Mr Moffatt on the birth of his son, Lyron on 

Monday. Mum and baby are doing very well. 

We’re delighted for Mr Moffatt and his young 

family. 

  

Can I take this opportunity to wish you all a  

super bank holiday weekend ahead.  

 

Next week, we are looking forward to: 

 

The Young Enterprise Finals 

being held at Alcester Academy 

on Wednesday. This is a great 

accolade for us. The finals are 

usually held on a university 

campus. 

 

Year 8 Options Evening live in the hall at  

6pm on Thursday. Subject and course leaders  

will then be here at school 6.30-7.30pm to  

answer parents and student queries. 

 

A week of Coronation  

activities across the school! 

Friday 5th May will be a non-

uniform day. The students 

should try and wear red, white 

and blue if possible. We are suggesting a £2 dona-

tion please via the School Gateway. This will 

largely go to the Air Ambulance after the horrific 

crash that I referred to. We will also host an as-

sembly, lessons, a whole school quiz and a time 

capsule activity based around this theme next 

week. 

 

The students have all received a commemorative 

badge today as a keep sake. I’d ask them to wear 

these on their blazers proudly. It was important 

to the Chair of Governors and I that the students 

had something to remember this historical time 

by in years to come.  

 

Thank you to year 8 parents for working with us 

yesterday due to the industrial action again. For 

year 7 students, please don’t forget that Tuesday 

2nd May should be spent working at home on 

Google Classroom. If I hear of any further dates 

from the NEU, I’ll update you as soon as I  

possibly can on our arrangements. 

  

Very best wishes 

  

Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher 

  

mailto:mikedean@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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After many months of waiting, we welcomed our 

local MP for Stratford-upon-Avon Constituency to 

the Academy this morning.  

 

The Right Honourable Nadhim Zahawi, MP spent 

time with some of our students in a Q & A session 

that they had designed. The students posed very 

articulate, and considered questions around Mr 

Zahawi’s work locally and nationally, about teach-

er strikes and cuts to the NHS, about the national 

mobile alert tested last Sunday, apprenticeships, 

university fees, and a few sneaky ones from me 

around Ofsted and school funding I have to admit! 

 

Thank you to Mike Dean, Chair of Governors for 

being in attendance and well done to Hannah, 

Harry, Martha, Hannah, Fin, Charlie, Hester and 

Amelia for leading this so well. I was very proud 

indeed. Watch this space for a write up of the  

interview in the coming weeks. 

  

Mrs Mellors 

 

Visit from our MP – Nadhim Zahawi 

Ski Trip USA  

Our Ski Trip USA has now been launched! It is open to students in years 7, 8 

and 9. The trip will take place February 2025, during the half term break. 

We would like to give parents and carers the opportunity to spread the cost 

of this ski trip over an extended period of time. The anticipated cost is 

£2,300. Please visit the School Gateway for further details, along with the 

option of paying an initial holding deposit of £140.  

Miss Buckthorp  

karenbuckthorp@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

mailto:karenbuckthorp@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Dates for your diary this half term 

This list is not exhaustive. 

 

Monday 1st May 2023—bank holiday. School closed.  

Wednesday 3rd May 2023—year 11 BTEC Sport exam. 

Wednesday 3rd May 2023—Young Enterprise Final held at Alcester Academy. 

Thursday 4th May 2023—year 8 Options Evening. Live in school at 6pm. 

Monday 8th May 2023 —bank holiday. School closed.  

Wednesday 10th May 2023—year 10 SLD RAF. 

Wednesday 10th May 2023—Paris trip meeting at 6-7pm in the hall. 

Thursday 11th May 2023—year 9 SLD Working For Marcus. 

Friday 12th May 2023—KS3/4 Bake Off preparation. 

Monday 15th May 2023—alternative timetable begins for year 11s. 

Saturday 20th May 2023—Food Festival. Bake Off Competition. 

Monday 22nd May 2023—formal GCSE exams start in the hall. 3:2 days. 

Monday 22nd May 2023—year 7 exam preparation week. 

Thursday 25th May 2023—year 7 Parents’ Evening School Cloud (online). 

Friday 26th May 2023—Paris Trip leaves. 

Monday 5th June 2023—year 7 exams begin (in classrooms). 
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Epraise Leaderboard—this week 

 

Top Students—this week: 

1 Shannon 8BI 24 points 

2  Skye   8NE 21 points 

3 Archie  9SO 8 points 

3 Maya   9SO 8 points 

3 Georgia 7WI 8 points 

6 Jessica  7LE 7 points 

6 Elijah  9SO 7 points 

6  Xanthe  9AN 7 points 

6 Mia   8BI 7 points 

6 Liv   9AN 7 points 

 

Top Tutor—this week: 

1 7TN  111 points 

2 7LE  105 points 

3 7RA  96 points 

4 7WI  93 points 

5 7KA  91 points 

6 9SO  86 points 

7 9AN  85 points 

8 9PW  82 points 

9 9HL  72 points 

10 11BR  66 points 

Top Staff—this week: 

1 Mrs Weatherley 242 points 

2 Mr Rossiter  211 points 

3 Mrs Kowal  164 points 

4 Miss Home  100 points 

5 Mr Martin  93 points 

6 Miss Burgess 71 points 

7 Mrs Scott  59 points 

7 Miss Lewis  59 points 

9 Miss Green  58 points 

10 Miss Kavanagh  57 points 

 

Top Subjects—this week: 

1 History  316 points 

2 French  229 points 

3 Maths   207 points 

4 Science  128 points 

5 English  119 points 

6 Philosophy   87 points 

7 Ethics   49 points 

8 Design Technology 39 points 

8 Geography  39 points 

9 IT   34 points 

 

Congratulations to Alice in year 8 for reading half a million words!  

She has earnt House points for Greville.  

 

Greville have had a brilliant week and are now in the lead for this half term so far! 

 

Top House this week: Greville 

 

Top Epraise points this week: Greville 

 

Top students on Epraise this week: 

Billesley—Skye (8NE) 

Ragley—Georgia (7WI) 

Greville—Shannon (8BI) 

Oversley—Liv (9AN) 

 

Miss Lewis  
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Due to the popularity of this year's trip, the MFL 

faculty are pleased to announce that Paris has 

been booked for May 2024.  

 

Students will spend three nights in Paris at the 

PGL centre—Château de Grande Romaine.  

 

During the visit we will complete activities such as 

climbing the Eiffel Tower, a cruise on the river 

Seine and spending a day at Disneyland.  

 

Initially the trip will be open to year 9 

MFL GCSE students. If spaces remain 

then they will be offered to current year 

8 students. For any further details, 

please speak to Mrs Weatherley. 

On Thursday 20 April, 45 students in years 9 and 

10 visited their French pen pals in Stratford.  

 

Our students have been writing to students from 

the Institut Notre Dame in Paris over the course of 

this year, so it was lovely to finally be able to meet 

them in person. The majority of the students em-

braced the challenge of trying to converse in 

French/English. Hopefully some life long friends 

may be made. We look forward to taking another 

45 students in May.  

Mrs Weatherley 

Paris trip 2024 

Alcester Academy and French pen pals visit Stratford 
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Whole School Attendance 

 

We are so close at  94.4% attendance from 21.4.23-

27.04.23. Let’s keep on trying! 

 

Well done to the following tutors: 

7RA—100% FABULOUS! 

8MO—94.8% 

9AN—98.8% 

10HE—98.3% 

11FR—100% FABULOUS! 

Top house: Greville 

Attendance News 

Term Dates 
  

SUMMER TERM 2023 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 1st May 2023 

Bank Holiday   Monday 8th May 2023 

Half Term     Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2023 

Back to school   Monday 5th June 2023   

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2023 

School closed   Friday 1st September 2023  

     Disaggregated teacher training day 

     Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th September 2023 

     Teacher training days 

 

Autumn Term begins 

Years 7 and 11 only  Wednesday 6th September 2023 

Years 8, 9 and 10 only  Thursday 7th September 2023 

All students back   Friday 8th September 2023 

School closed   Friday 27th October 2023  

     Teacher training day 

Half term    Monday 30th October – Friday 3rd November 2023 

Back to school   Monday 6th November 2023 

Autumn Term ends  Friday 22nd December 2023 at 12.40pm 
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A vacancy has arisen to become part of an outstanding English department within a high 

performing and friendly school. Alcester Academy enjoys a strong reputation locally and 

nationally as a result of our caring ethos and excellent academic performance.  

 

The successful applicant will join an ambitious and thoroughly supportive teaching team 

who work in collaboration with a highly successful English department. At Alcester Acade-

my, teachers enjoy the freedom to deploy their individual skills, and talents, whilst convey-

ing a passion for their subject and delivering  

excellent outcomes.  

 

The English department is proud of the progress that students make. A cohesive group of 6 

teachers and one specialist teaching assistant and a team who have an established record of 

excellent results. 2019 results far exceeded National Averages and the department has a 

consistent and achievable target of 90%+ at grades 9-4, 70%+ at grades 9-5 and 40%+ at 

grades 9-7. The English results in 2022 placed us within the top 25% of schools nationally, 

with the school falling into the "well above" and "above average" P8 categories in whole 

school, English, Maths, Ebacc and Science.  

 

GCSE Media is taught very successfully within the English team and is a very popular op-

tion choice with students. We currently run this with WJEC. In 2022 P8 for Media was 

+0.42.  

 

This is a permanent post (subject to a successful probation period). Applicants will be con-

sidered from all points of experience, including early career teachers. The Governors will 

consider a TLR for the right candidate and/or a part-time timetable if desired. If you feel 

that Alcester Academy could be for you, please contact the Subject Leader, Hayley Farnell, 

for an informal discussion, or simply complete the application form.   

 

More details regarding this post are available by emailing admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. 

Starting September 2023 

MPS/UPS TLR considered for the appropriate candidate  

Part-time also considered  

Closing Date: Wednesday 10th May at 12 noon  

Interviews: Week commencing 15th May  

Vacancy—Teacher of KS3/4 English and KS4 Media  

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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Are you an ambitious senior leader looking for an Assistant Headteacher post in a school of 

hard working and well-behaved students? Could you inspire a team of teachers determined 

to deliver an engaging curriculum and secure the best possible outcomes for our committed 

students? Are you a leader who will develop staff, including the leadership team, and help 

them realise their own ambitions? 

 

Alcester Academy is a high performing 11-16 school in the south of Warwickshire with 650 

students on roll and a proven record of GCSE success.  

  

The post holder will be expected to lead on: 

• Teaching and learning pedagogy and research based development 

• Senior Leadership of ECTs and ITT 

• Progress (including data and pupil premium) 

• Line Management of Specific Subject areas 

• Internal exams 

• Homework 

• Whole School literacy and numeracy 

• Extra-curricular and recovery learning 

• Open Week and marketing of school events 

• Staff Voice 

 

Visits to the school are encouraged; please contact admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk to make 

an appointment.  

 

Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 

young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Enhanced DBS 

disclosure is required for appointment to this post. 

Scale: L11 - 15 

Closing date: Wednesday 3rd May at 12 noon 

Interview date: WC 8th May 2023 

Starting: September 2023 

Vacancy—Assistant Headteacher 

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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Year 10 South Warwickshire  
Basketball Final 

Congratulations to our year 10 ballers who lifted the 

trophy on Wednesday,  after a convincing 73-51 win 

against Shipston.  

 

From the first tip off the boys were never behind and 

were dominant in all aspects of play. All members of 

the squad chipped in with points and solid defence to 

cement the win. Ollie and Josh S both drove whenever 

they got the chance, scoring numerous lay ups be-

tween them. George marshalled the offence effectively 

driving himself when the chance came, whilst Josh H 

was a rock in defence winning many defensive re-

bounds. Lucas and Noah both cut well and were great 

on offensive rebounds. Morgan shot fantastically from 

the corners and also did an effective job on Shipston's 

main threat in the last quarter. Ollie H contributed at 

both ends and special mention must be made of his 

awesome reverse lay up which put the icing on the 

cake. 

 

All in all, a fantastic performance and, following their 

victory in the year 9 final last year, we're hoping to 

make it a hat-trick in year 11! 

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  


