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Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Good afternoon everyone, 

  

I am very grateful for the 

way in which the students 

have approached this week 

at school. They have truly 

shown the school values in 

their positive approach to-

wards the adaptations need-

ed in school. Alongside the 

industrial action, we have had a few poorly 

staff too this week. We wish them well for a 

speedy recovery. 

  

It is just a short version of the bulletin today. 

This week, school assemblies have focussed on 

what is happening with the NEU in order that 

students can fully understand. I do think in 

light of the numbers of organisations involved 

in industrial action right now, this is a good life 

lesson for our students. We have covered the 

theme of cyber security with year 7s,  and year 

11s had an assembly today in readiness for 

mocks – set 2. These exams begin directly after 

half term. Tutor work has concentrated upon 

the values around Holocaust Memorial Week. 

  

Thank you science! 

Our science department hosted a visit this 

week from Dunnington Primary School. There 

is a feature later on about this. 

  

Welcome – new School Business  
Manager 

We welcome Mrs Craig to the 

team this week. We hope that 

Mrs Craig is very happy at Al-

cester Academy. She knows us 

very well as a former  

governor too. 

  

Saturday 11th February Separate sciences 9-11am (sets 1-3) In school 

Saturday 18th February 
Geography 9-11am 

History 11-1pm 
In school 

Saturday 25th February Maths 9-11am In school 

Saturday 4th March 

French 9-11am 

German 11-1pm 

English 10-12noon 

• Those doing French, go to English from 11-12noon 

• Those doing German, arrive at 10am  

and do 1 hour of English first 

In school 

Year 11 Saturday School dates for your diary 

As well as the year 11 lunchtime and after school offer, we will be putting on Saturday Schools  

in the run up to mocks: 
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Updated Performance Tables 

You can now see where Alcester Academy sits on 

the updated Performance Tables for GCSE Results 

2022. We are absolutely delighted to have  

increased to a P8 of +0.46. 

 

Find and check the performance of schools and  

colleges in England GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

When you consider again, what our youngsters 

have gone through over recent years in education, 

this is superb! Congratulations to our 2022 cohort. 

  

Parent View 

I am really grateful to those of you 

who found the time to complete Par-

ent View after my feature last week.  

 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/parent-view-

results 

 

There is still time is you haven’t done this yet! 

  

  

Reminder about industrial action— 

future dates 

Thank you again for your co-operation on Wednes-

day with the strike action arrangements. Please 

find the current proposed plans for the remaining 

dates. If your child is in receipt of a free school 

meal and you wish to claim a lunch for any of the 

days that they are not in school, please send an 

email to admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk by the 

Monday before each date. This can then be  

arranged and collected from school. 

 

Please don’t forget that Wednesday parental  

drop-ins are cancelled on these dates and all clubs 

and year 11 revision with the exception of Rock 

Academy and sport. 

Good news stories 

Congratulations to Ashlyn in 

year 8 for her work helping 

out at a local Guinea Pig  

Rescue last weekend. Ashlyn 

went  to help the chari-

ty clean, feed water and give 

general care to all the guinea pigs they have at the 

Puddle Ducks Guinea Pig Rescue Centre in  

Leamington. We are very proud of you Ashlyn!  

Congratulations to Mr Bastock who trained over 

120 Early Career Teacher Mentors this week in 

Worcester. Wow! 

  

And to our Science Technician @MrsP_SciTech for 

her tweet this week on the microscale electrolysis 

work happening in school that has had over 14 

thousand views so far. Wow! 

  

Please do forward any interesting achievements 

from the students to me that we may not be aware 

of. We are happy to feature these. 

  

Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening is on Thursday 

16th February by School Cloud. 

  

 

Wednesday 1st March Year 7 and 8 working at home 

Year 9, 10 and 11 in school 

  

  

  

  

More detail will be sent out to  

parents before each date  

to confirm the  

specific arrangements. 

  

Wednesday 15th March Year 7, 8 and 11 in school 

Year 9 and 10 working at home 

  

Thursday 16th March Year 7 and 8 working at home 

Year 9, 10 and 11 in school 

  

Industrial action—future dates 

https://www.gov.uk/school-performance-tables
https://www.gov.uk/school-performance-tables
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/parent-view-results
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/parent-view-results
mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Uniform 

There are an increasing number of students at-

tending school without their tie. If you can be 

mindful of this, I’d appreciate it. 

Equally, shoes should be polishable please in order 

to try and maintain our high standards. 

Please name PE kits too. This helps us massively 

on the hunt for lost items. Thank you all. 

 

Thank you ski families  

We are grateful for such a brilliant turn out last 

night at the ski meeting as final Preparations are 

being made for the half term trip.  

 

Thank you to Miss Bliss for putting a flyer together 

on behalf of our newly reformed Friends of Alcester 

Academy. There are details included here of how to 

get involved. See page 4.  

  

Wishing you a really lovely weekend ahead. Please 

reach out to us if you need any further support 

with anything. I’m very excited to give you a 

sneaky secret that our House swimming competi-

tion will be starting very soon! I know that we have 

some amazing talent in school. 

  

Best wishes 

Sarah Mellors—Headteacher  

Year 11 revision timetable—Spring term 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 4 

Welcome! 

 

We thought we would introduce ourselves as we 

have recently reformed the Friends of Alcester  

Academy. Our first mission is to raise £4,500 for a 

set of Chromebooks that can be used to aid student 

learning in areas that don’t have IT access. 

 

We kicked off the fundraising with a Family Quiz 

Night in December which raised £700! Thank you to 

everyone who supported this, whether it be  

attending the event or supporting with donations.  

 

Our next event will be an Family Easter Bingo night 

on Friday 17th March. 

 

FREE FUNDRAISING 

We are now registered with easyfundraising, which 

means you can help us for free. Over 7,000 brands 

will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to 

shop with them – at no extra cost to yourself! All you 

need to do is sign up and remember to use easyfund-

raising whenever you shop online.  

 

It’s easy and completely FREE! These donations  

really mount up, so please sign up to support us at: 

Easyfundraising Friends of Alcester Academy PTA 

Diary Dates 

Family Easter Bingo—Friday 17th March 

Summer Bash—Saturday 15th July 

 

Meeting Dates 

Thursday 9th March 2023 

 

If you would be interested in joining in with 

the PTA please email: 

friends@alcesteracademy.org.uk.  

We meet once a month either online or  

via Microsoft TEAMS. If you don’t have time 

to commit but would like to help at events as 

a volunteer please let us know. 

 

200 Club Winners 

 

 

 

 

Draws take place on the last Monday of each 

month and the results will be posted in the 

newsletter of this week. If you would like to 

join the 200 Club contact:  

friends@alcesteracademy.org.uk. 

1st 2n 3rd 

£50 £30 £20 

6 8 1

Friends of Alcester Academy 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/alcesteracademy/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-en-n1
mailto:friends@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:friends@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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This is the question we asked fifteen year 

6 pupils from Dunnington Primary 

School who joined us for the first of two 

mornings of STEM activities. The chil-

dren were given a scenario where they 

found themselves stranded on a desert 

island. What would they need to do to 

survive?  

 

The morning was spilt into two sessions: making a 

water-powered fan and experimenting with differ-

ent ‘invisible inks’ to see which one would work the 

best to write a message with.  

 

Water-powered fans 

The 15 students from Dunnington Primary School 

were split into four groups, and each group were 

assigned a year 9 student to help them. They were 

given various resources to make a waterwheel 

from, including paper cups acting as coconuts and 

cardboard replacing the palm leaves, acting as the 

fan blades. The children worked together to work 

out how many cups they needed to make the best 

waterwheel and then designed what their fans 

would look like. Each group came up with varying 

designs, with varying degrees of success. When 

testing them, we quickly discovered there was a 

definite ‘splash zone’!  

 

Invisible inks 

The students were then given samples of liquids 

that may be available on a desert island – water, 

lemon juice and coconut milk. They were also pro-

vided with onions and a pestle and mortar. To 

make an ink from onions the children had to crush 

the onions to a pulp – there was not a dry eye in 

the house. Using cotton buds, the students then 

wrote messages to one another and dried the pa-

per. Once dry, the paper was placed on a hotplate, 

where the message magically appeared. Each stu-

dent tried all four different inks and found that the 

lemon juice and onion juice worked best.   

We were very impressed with how mature the year 

6s were, and how enthusiastic they were towards 

each activity. Who knows, they may be the scien-

tists of the future! Thanks also to Jasmine, Char-

lotte, Zac and Ben, our year 9 helpers who were 

absolutely fantastic!  

Would you be able to survive on a desert island?  



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 6 

Useful Diary Dates 

Thursday 9th February. AGS Subject Sampling Evening for year 11. 

Thursday 9th February. Year 9 Super Learning Day. Calling it Out. 

Tuesday 14th February. Year 11 History Show. 3.30pm. More details to follow. 

Wednesday 15th February. Year 11 Doctor’s Show lesson 1-4. 

Thursday 16th February. Year 9 Parents’ Evening 4-7pm School Cloud. 

Friday 17th February. Year 9 Detective workshop day. 

18-25th February International Ski Trip HALF TERM (dry ski sessions taking place this half term). 

Monday 27th February. Year 11 Mocks start (2). 

Thursday 2nd March. World Book Day. 

Week beginning 13th March. Year 10 Work Experience Week. 

14/15th March. Year 11 Practical exams for Hospitality and Catering. 

Thursday 16th March. Year 11 Geography Field Trip to Bristol. 

Friday 17th March. Bingo Family Night. 6.30pm. Hall. 

Monday 20th March. Year 8 Super Learning Day. Talking Heads. 

Tuesday 21st March. Year 11 School Photo Day. 

Thursday 23rd March. Year 10 Parent Form on Exams. Arrangements TBC. 

Thursday 30th March. Sports Awards Evening. Invited students. Details to follow. 

Friday 31st March. Early finish 12.40pm. 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  

Thursday 20th April. Year 8 Parents Evening to begin the Options Process. 
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Epraise Leaderboard—this week 

 

Top Students—this week: 

1 Jun   10ST 31 points 

2 Ashlyn 8MO 30 points 

3 Alice   7WI 14 points 

3 Jasmine  9PW 14 points 

3 Zak  9SO 14 points 

6 Lettie  7LE 13 points 

6 Ben   9RO 13 points 

6 Jessica 7RA 13 points 

6 Joe   7KA 13 points 

6 Toby   7LE 13 points 

 

Top Tutor—this week: 

1 7RA  240 points 

2 7LE  231 points 

3 7WI  226 points 

4 7KA  225 points 

5 7TN  209 points 

6 8MO  204 points 

7 8MA  154 points 

8 8NE  143 points 

9 8BI  142 points 

10 8TY  136 points 

 

Top Staff—this week: 

1 Mr Rossiter  299 points 

2 Mr Martin  283 points 

3 Miss Home  244 points 

4 Mr Yarrington 238 points 

5 Mrs Kowal  234 points 

6 Mr Bowater  204 points 

7 Mr Moffatt  193 points 

8 Mr Jones  191 points 

9 Miss Lewis  174 points 

10 Mrs Stedman 159 points 

 

Top Subjects—this week: 

1 History  461 points 

2 Geography  390 points 

3 Maths   386 points 

4 English  290 points 

5 IT   276 points 

6 Science  263 points 

7 Art   215 points 

8 French  145 points 

9 PE   133 points 

10 Ethics   123 points 

 

 

Top House this week: Greville 

Top Epraise points this week: Greville 

 

Top students on Epraise this week: 

Billesley—Jasmine (9PW) 

Ragley—Ashlyn (8MO) 

Greville—Jun (10ST) 

Oversley—Ben (9RO) 

 

Miss Lewis 
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Whole School: 93.0% 

7RA—98.8% 

8MO—93.1% 

9RO—95.7% 

10YA—98.1% 

11BR—98.1%  

 

“Attend today, and achieve tomorrow.” Mrs Paula Taylor—Attendance Officer 

Attendance News 

Term Dates 2023 

 

SPRING TERM 2023 

Half Term     Monday 20th – Friday 24th February 2023 

Back to school   Monday 27th February 2023 

  

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 31st March 2023 at 12.40pm 

  

SUMMER TERM 2023 

Summer Term begins  Monday 17th April 2023 

 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 1st May 2023 

Bank Holiday   Monday 8th May 2023 

 

Half Term     Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2023 

Back to school   Monday 5th June 2023 

     

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 
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The Stratford Literary Festival takes place from 

the 2nd May—5th May.  

 

The organisers have brought together a brilliant 

selection of high-profile authors, such as Alex 

Wheatle; Pippa Goodheart; Tanya Landman and 

Michael Rosen, with online sessions covering all 

Key Stages exploring stories, storytelling and  

story-writing. 

 

Have a scroll through and watch some of the  

videos they have created for you: 

 

https://www.stratfordliteraryfestival.co.uk/schools

/authors-for-schools  

Stratford Literary Festival  

https://www.stratfordliteraryfestival.co.uk/schools/authors-for-schools
https://www.stratfordliteraryfestival.co.uk/schools/authors-for-schools
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Student Spotlight 

Congratulations to Jun in year 10 who  

represented Alcester Academy in the U16 boys 

age group of the Warwickshire Schools Table  

Tennis Tournament which consisted of 16  

competitors.  

 

Having beaten three out of his four opponents in 

the qualifying group matches, Jun reached the 

quarter finals. Though giving his very best and 

fighting valiantly, he narrowly missed his chance 

to be in the semi-final. An outstanding perfor-

mance from Jun in the County tournament 

demonstrating the highest level of advanced skills 

within table-tennis amongst extremely strong 

opposition.  

 

 

This week’s fixtures: 

Year 7 and 8 Sports Hall Athletics  

Well done to all of our Key Stage 3 Athletes who 

competed in a SW Indoor Athletics competition 

hosted at AGS. Our students showed outstanding 

desire and commitment to the Alcester Academy 

badge and put in some great individual and team 

performances. 

 

Our year 7 and 8 girls teams finished 5th 

and 6th places respectively. 

 

Our year 7 and 8 boys teams both finished 

3rd place.  

 

A special mention to our outstanding KS4 Sports 

Leaders Darcie, Emmy-Lou and Sophie who  

supported our KS3 students on both evenings.  

 

 

 

 

 

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 
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Changes due to fixtures: 

Year 7 Football moved to Thursday due to Girls Football tournament. 

Year 8 Netball rearranged for Monday 13th March due to fixture. 

 

Next weeks confirmed fixtures: 

Monday 6th February 

Year 7 and year 8 Basketball v AGS (HOME) 

Year 10 and year 11 Netball v AGS (AWAY) 

 

Tuesday 7th February 

Year 9 Football v Aylesford School (HOME) 

 

Wednesday 8th February 

Year 9 and year 10&11 Girls Football tournament @ SS  

Year 8 Basketball v Woodfield Academy (HOME) 

 

 

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

Next week’s Extra-Curricular Sport 

After School 

Lunchtime 
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A bike workshop is taking place during half term—at the Alcester Repair Café—on  
Thursday 23rd February, where children will be shown how to look after their bike!  
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