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Dear Parents and Carers,

Good afternoon. I hope that

you had a great half term

break. We will update you

on the success of our inter-

national ski trip later on in

this edition. Thanks to those

staff who attended; Mr

Powell, Mr Moffatt, Mr

Bastock, Miss Hammond and Miss Buckthorp
for leading. Mrs Savery was a super support
behind the scenes with everything too. Massive
trips like this cannot happen without meticu-
lous planning and attention to detail. Miss
Buckthorp will be launching the Ski Canada
2024 opportunity very soon. As per the revised
trips policy, first release for this will go to stu-
dents with positive school attendance.

We're sending our best wishes to Mr Moffatt
who has endured a painful injury as a result of
skiing. Get better soon!

Half term was busy with The Rock Academy
performing at the Grand Opening of The Greig
Hall and Saturday Schools in full flow too.

Our year 11s have completed the first week of
their second set of mock examinations. The re-
sults of these will be sent home once they are
collated, and students will receive them as they
are marked this time around. We are very
proud of the students at another busy time. I'm
grateful to the humanities and maths teams for
being in school over the half term in order to
help students prepare thoroughly for these
examinations. This Saturday is the turn of
English and MFL.

We celebrated World Book
Day in school this week with
our KS3 students arriving as
characters from their favour-
ite reads. Thank you to the
parent who contacted me
about our amazing dinosaur
walking along Gerard Road!
It did make me chuckle.

WORLD

BOOK
DAY

2 MARCH 2023

And our year 10s continued with training
towards their D of E Silver Award.

Welcome Ms Thorpe —
AGS Principal

I was extremely proud to invite
Ms Thorpe to the Academy this
week, Principal of AGS. New to
the Alcester area, Ms Thorpe

o

| visited us yesterday for a tour

of the school. I was particularly

keen to show case our year 11s

working hard especially with their AGS sixth
form interviews happening very soon. Ms
Thorpe is a very supportive colleague and good
friend of the school.

NEU Industrial Action

Thank you all for your co-operation on
Wednesday this week. The next NEU Strike
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days are Wednesday 15th and Thursday
16th March. Arrangements are as follows:

Wednesday Year 9, 10 working Year 11sin
15th March from home using school on both
Google Classroom. dates.
Year 7, 8 in school. Arrangements
for year 11
Year 10 students practical
on planned Work  assessments in
Experience Hospitality and
continue as Catering, and
normal. the geography
field trip to
Bristol remain
in place.
Thursday Year 7, 8 working
16th March from home using

Google Classroom.

Year 9 and students
in year 10 not on
Work Experience
attend school.

Year 10 students
on planned Work
Experience
continue as normal.

Exam change year 10

With an apology for an error in the bulletin before
half term, I can confirm that the year 10 exams
will now take place after Easter (Monday

17th April—Thursday 27th April).

Our Parent Forum for this remains on 23rd March.

This is online. Further details to follow.

Vape Sensors

The sensors that I discussed in the bulletin before
half term are now almost finalised. These will be
in every toilet set across the school and deliver
unquestionable evidence if vaping should occur.
The sensors are linked to live cameras outside
each toilet block that give real time footage of who
enters and leaves the areas around school.

Vaping in school, with regret, will incur a
suspension.

Educaterers and the BBC One Show

https://www.bbe.co.uk/programmes/articles/23VIr1l
SPQimQtJdSx1SYS1v/the-good-school-food-awards

You may have seen on the BBC One Show that you
can help to get behind our fabulous catering team
at school with the Good School Food Awards. Our
Catering Manager, Marie Gould and her team
work so hard to feed your children every day. I
have made a nomination, are you able to support
this please?

GOOD SCHOOL FOOD

AWARDS

o

b e

Save The Date

Don’t forget that our family Bingo Night is on
Friday 17th March. There is not long to go now. We
will be hosting a non-uniform day on Friday

10th March in lieu of the following things to help
us please:
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Non Uniform Day
Friday 10th March

Supporting both:

FRTENDS OF ALCEST

foodbank

We are collecting Friday 10th March upon entry info school

Donations will be used for prizes for the PTA Friends of
Alcester Academy Fund Raiser happening on Friday 17th March
Al other goods will be donated o Arden Food Bank.

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9
Small Eggs
Examples might inclide a small ) )
Easter egg. bag of mini eggs. or El Donahon E]_ Donahon
i e @ Payable on the Gateway | Payable on the Gafeway
o =
Year 10 Year 11 Staff
Tinned Fruit or UHT Milk or Cereals
Tinned Potatoes Washing up liquid
‘ o =
B 9

Help support your PTA and local food bank—thank you!
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Congratulations to...

Annabelle in year 7 for looking after ‘Bob’, my
office plant so carefully over half term. I
appreciate this very much!

Jacob in year 10 for your recent referee success.

Year 10 footballers for an amazing win this week.
Go lads! So great to have our goalie back. Thank
you to those students who have stepped up to the
role in the last few months. A great job!

Thank you to Ava this week for our fascinating
conversation about what it is like to lead a school.
I thoroughly enjoyed talking to her about this in
such a positive way. Our students always surprise
me in wonderful ways!

Finally, congratulations to year 6s who received
confirmation of their secondary places for
September 2023 this week. Thank you so much if
you chose Alcester Academy as your child’s
secondary school. We never take this for granted.

Thank you to Kerri Sparkes, just one of our won-
derful parents for looking after the plants around
the school site. Our daffodils are just coming
through and look tremendous on the path into
school.

Attendance

We have crept closer and closer to 95% attend-
ance since our covid recovery. In a bid to make up
the small difference needed, I have tempted all of
the students with an extended break and lunch
time ‘if’ we can hit 95% in any week this half
term. Come on everyone!

Buses

For those students who travel on buses to, and
from school, I put out a reminder about behaviour
to parents this week. Thank you for supporting us
with this. I was in Bidford yesterday morning to
greet the students and I travelled back to school
on the 240 bus. It was lovely to speak with mem-
bers of the community and I was extremely proud
of the conduct of our students.

Donation of Prom Dresses

Many thanks to Cathey Lewis for donating four
amazing prom dresses for our year 11s.

Mrs Hands helped to secure these for the girls.
We appreciate that with financial restraints, buy-
ing dresses might get harder for parents. Please

be in touch if you are interested to see these.
Sizes 8 and 12.

Procedures for school closure — snow

I know that we are in March but I did take a look
at the weather forecast ahead for next week. As a
reminder, if the school has to close because of
poor weather, we aim to make a decision as early
as is possible on that morning. This should avoid
unnecessary and unsafe travel. You will receive a
school comms to alert you.

Students in years 7-9 will have work assigned on
Google Classroom to complete that day. They
should follow their usual timetable for that week
day.

Students in years 10 and 11 will have live teach-
ing via Google Meet (as per lockdown). All stu-
dents are expected to attend classes following the
timetable for that day. Lessons will begin at the
usual times and will last for 45 minutes. We will
follow a 4:1 day. In the event that a teacher can-
not commit to live teaching because of their own
home circumstances, a note will be put on Google
Classroom for the students outlining what work
to complete. Please remember that some of our
staff will have young children to occupy at home
on a snow day potentially.

Unlike lockdown learning, with regret, we would
not necessarily be able to provide IT support on a
snow day to help guide parents around Google.
Please trust us that students will know how to
access their work or lessons in advance.

AGS interviews will be held at Alcester Academy
this half term for our current year 11s. The pro-
posed date is 28th March and this will be con-
firmed shortly.

Thanks SEND Supported

We were grateful to see our specialist teacher,
Lucy Clarke in school yesterday following up her
training session with staff around ASD.

I think that’s it for this week from me. Wishing
you all a super weekend ahead!

Best wishes

Mrs Sarah Mellors
Headteacher
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Félicitations competition winners!

Félicitations to the winners of our French pancake competition.

There were some fabulous entries.
The winners were selected
anonymously by Mrs Mellors.

All entrants will get a certificate
and epraise points. The winners
will receive a prize next week.
The winners - in no particular
order are

Felicity—year 7

Sam J—year 8

Sam S—year 8!

Mrs Weatherley
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+ Plcester Youth Theatre Company Fresents
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Book & Lyce by Joméadner

o

The Greig Hall Alcester B49 6AD
10 & 11 March 2023 - 7:30pm

Tickets available at The Greig Hall box office Tues-Thursday 12-2pm
or from PSW in Bull's Head Yard, Alcester

Adults E5

Concessions» £3

*Concessions apply to anyone under the age of 16,
or over the age of 60

052 For more information scan the QR code or email:
@ alcesteryouththeatrecompany@gmail.com

HAVE YOUR SAY!

SEND Home to
School Transport in
Warwickshire

Take part in our consultation
and help improve the service
for families.

How to respond:

« Attend one of our drop-in or online events

+ Respond online at ask.warwickshire.gov.uk

« Call Freephone 0800 408 1558 (Mon-Fri, 9am - 5pm)
« Email sendchange@warwickshire.gov.uk

/WarksLocalOffer fosphobfioe]

HAVE YOUR SAY!

Warwickshire’s
SEND and Inclusion
Service Offer

Take part in our consultation and
help to shape the future SEND and
Inclusion Service.

How to respond:

« Attend one of our drop-in or online events

+ Respond online at ask.warwickshire.gov.uk

« Call Freephone 0800 408 1558 (Mon-Fri, 9am - 5pm)
+ Email sendchange@warwickshire.gov.uk

Warwickshire
County Councd
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USA Ski Trip 2023

Last week 46 students from years 8 to 11 and five
staff—Miss Buckthorp, Mr Powell, Mr Moffatt,
Miss Hammond and Mr Bastock—set off on their
transatlantic journey from Alcester to Waterville
Valley in New Hampshire, USA.

We flew out from Heathrow and landed at Logan
Airport in Boston, our journey to the ski resort was
then just a couple of hours. Our first chance to
spend those US dollars at the service station
caused much excitement as the shelves were filled
with Prime drink, the YouTube craze, that has
been in short supply in the UK. So after many
purchases and clearing the shelves, much to the
amusement of the shop assistants, we continued on
our journey.

We stayed at the Snowy Owl
Inn in Waterville Valley, a typi-
cal ski lodge surrounded by the
beautiful White Mountains in
New Hampshire. We skied for
two days at the resort of Can-
non. By the afternoon of day 1
all our skiers, even our begin-
ners, were confidently skiing in
numerous runs and our more
advanced groups were tackling
the jumps and the top of the
mountain runs. We then skied
closer to our hotel at Waterville
Valley for the next three days,
and after several nights of
snow we were lucky to be ski-
ing in powder condition, our
new skiers literally flying
round the mountain. It was so
delightful to see how all our
skiers, both beginners and ad-
vance, quickly progressed and
their enthusiasm to improve
and challenge themselves ski-
ing on all the different levels of
runs was just brilliant.

Evenings were spent ten pin
bowling, sampling the local
amenities in Waterville Village,
we even had Henry’s hotly con-
tested XBOX FIFA competition,
and one night there was fierce
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competition in the ‘room tidy’ competition. The
staff were treated to treats and music as the
students tried to impress. But, it was the towel
swans that won it for the year 11 boys!

As the skiing drew to a close, we prepared for our
trip to New York, for two days of sightseeing and
shopping. After a trip to the shopping mall on the
way, students decked themselves out with the
latest designer wear and trainers. Once in New
York we had a night time trip up the Empire
State Building, with amazing views across the
city. The evening was finished off with dinner at
Hard Rock Café and a walk sampling the atmos-
phere of Broadway and Times Square.

The next morning, we boarded the boat and set off
for Liberty Island and the iconic Statue of Liberty.
We all had a moment of reflection at the 9/11
memorial and a top of the world experience at the

One World Trade Centre Observatory that gave
us a 360 degree panoramic view of the whole city
of New York.

It was a brilliant trip; the students were an abso-
lute delight to spend the week with and they
made us proud every day with how they repre-
sented the school, worked, helped each other, and
how they improved their skiing and showed such
enthusiasm every day.

Thank you to all the students for their great com-
pany, the parents for such support of the trip, Mrs
Savery for all her incredible work behind the
scenes in sorting out all our admin for the trip
and to the rest of my staff team—Mr Powell, Miss
Hammond, Mr Moffatt and Mr Bastock.

Look out for Ski 2024 coming soon!

Miss Buckthorp
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LRC News

o+

BOOK FAIR
THIS WAY

o~

HUNDREDS OF THE
BEST NEW BOOKS TO CHOOSE FROM!

The Scholastic Book Fair is returning
to school next term — and will be open
to students in the LRC at break and
lunch times from Tuesday 21°' to
Friday 24" March 2023

What is a Scholastic Book Fair?

A Scholastic Book Fair is a pop-up book shop.
School will be supplied with mobile bookcases
packed with over 200 of the newest and best
books from over 60 publishers, including exclusive
titles that you won’t see in shops or at any other
Fairs. There are amazing discounts and prices
start from just £2.99. Plus, every book sold at the
Fair helps to earn FREE BOOKS for our school
library!

Payment can be made with cash, or with Book
Fair Gift Vouchers, which are the simple, se-
cure way to ensure your child gets the books they
want when the Book Fair arrives and are perfect
if you don’t want them to carry cash.

e You will receive the voucher in an

email which can be printed and given to your
child — much safer to carry than cash!

e Vouchers can be purchased up until midnight
on the 23rd March 2023.

Your school will still earn rewards for free books.
You can use this link to purchase your vouchers:
https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/gift-vouchers
Follow this link to see some of the books that will
be available to buy:

https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/bookcases/tt

There is also a parent area on the Scholastic web-
site if you have any further questions:
https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/parents?nt=t

Competition time

We have 5 x £5 vouchers to give away as competi-
tion prizes, that can be used towards the cost of a
book from the bookfair.

Our Student librarians will be holding a competi-
tion that will be open to all students, more details
will be announced after the half-term break.

Mrs Hands—LRC Manager

RiSE”

Understanding Low
Mood in Children and
Young People

1 free online session
Thursday 30th March 2023
10am to 12pm

Enrol here: www.recoveryandwellbeing.co.uk/enrolment

S Recovery & Wellbeing

 NCADEMY

* www.alcesteracademy.org.uk * 01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy *


https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/gift-vouchers
https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/bookcases/tt
https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/parents?nt=t

Page 11

Friends of Alcester Academy

Free Fundraising Meeting Dates
We are now registered with Easyfundraising, Thursday 9th March 2023
which means you can help us for free. If you would be interested in joining in with the

PTA please email:
It’s easy and completely FREE! These donations friends@alcesteracademy.org.uk.
really mount up, so please sign up to support us
at: Easyfundraising Friends of Alcester Academy We meet once a month either online or

PTA via Microsoft TEAMS. If you don’t have time to
commit but would like to help at events as a
Diary Dates volunteer please let us know.

Family Easter Bingo—Friday 17th March
Summer Bash—Saturday 15th July

V ALCESTER ACADEMY PRESENTS u

Bar
Tuck Shop
& Snacks

SCAN ME

available

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsofalcesteracademy
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Useful Diary Dates

Saturday 4th March—Year 11 Revision for English and MFL in school.
Thursday 9th March—PTA meeting online at 7pm.

Friday 10th March—Non uniform day for PTA donations.

Weekend of 11th/12th March—Silver D of E and Mock Trial trip.

Monday 13th March—Year 7 maths trip and Work Experience Week for year 10.
Tuesday 14th March—Year 8 maths trip.

Tuesday 14th/15th March—year 11 Hospitality and Catering practical exam.
Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th March—NEU strike days.

Thursday 16th March—Year 11 geography field trip to Bristol.

Friday 17th March—PTA Bingo Night. Fund Raiser.

Monday 20th March—Year 8 Super Learning Day—7Talking Heads.

Tuesday 21st March—Year 11 photo.

Wednesday 22nd March—Year 11 performing arts controlled assessment date.
Thursday 23rd March—Year 9 Most Able trip. Year 10 Parent Forum on exams.
Friday 24th March—Year 11 music controlled assessment date.

Thursday 30th March—Sports Awards Evening. Invited students.

Friday 31st March—End of term. Finish at 12.35pm. One way system on Gerard Road in operation.

Year 10 revision guides Year 9 Textiles—
Little Dresses for Africa
Available direct from the science department

with a cash payment. Year 9 have begun making their pillow case
dresses. The project involves dyeing fabric,
Sets 1 to 3 need to purchase three separate patch pockets, gathered necklines and bias
books. Price is £9 in total. binding around the armholes. The group have
produced some lovely design ideas which can
For Sets 4 and 5 there is a combined book. be seen below. We are looking forward to
Price is £6 each. seeing these finished, very soon. Miss Wincup

i i e
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Artwork of the Week

Year 7 have been investigating Pop Art and exploring the work of Andy Warhol.
They have moved onto looking at famous logos
and learning how to layer images over one another to create transparency.
Here are a couple of lovely examples!
Miss Nemeshanyi
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Valentine’s Day House competition results!
Congratulations to all of our entries:

Faith, Katy and Jack

Marijke
And the winners are...

3" = Eva (Ragley)
2" = Faith, Katy, and Jack
(Greville, Oversley and Ragley)

15! = Molly (Ragley)
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e
Epraise Leaderboard—this week
Top Students—this week: Top Staff—this week:

1 Annabelle 7LE 16 points 1 Mrs Weatherley 388 points
2 Poppy 7LE 11 points 2 Mr Martin 219 points
2 Toby 7LE 11 points 2 Mr Rossiter 219 points
2 Ben 7KA 11 points 4 Miss Lewis 173 points
5 Alizee 7WI 10 points 5 Mrs Kowal 121 points
5 Jasmine 9PW 10 points 6 Miss Burgess 107 points
5 Sam 8MO 10 points 7 Miss Sacco 100 points
5 Jack 9AN 10 points 8 Mrs Stedman 97 points
5 Sam 8BI 10 points 9 Miss Kavanagh 74 points
5 Millie 7WI 10 points 10 Miss Home 71 points
Top Tutor—this week: Top Subjects—this week:

1 TLE 156 points 1 French 372 points
2 950 116 points 2 History 306 points
3 TKA 114 points 3 English 247 points
4 8MO 112 points 4 Maths 154 points
5 9AN 106 points 5 IT 147 points
5 IPW 106 points 6 Science 115 points
7 TWI 96 points 7 Performing Arts 100 points
7 9HL 96 points 8 Geography 97 points
9 8BI 95 points 9 Philosophy Ethics 54 points
10 8NE 92 points 10 Art 53 points

Top House this week: Billesley

Top Epraise points this week: Billesley

Top students on Epraise this week:
Billesley — Annabelle (7TLE)

Ragley — Poppy (7LE)
Greville — Toby (7LE)
Oversley — Felicity (7KA)

Miss Lewis
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which
has clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of
children of compulsory school age are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular
basis. The Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children
must attend school on every day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child
who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are likely to be considered
as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.

Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil
Registration) (England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence,
the school are obliged to act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence
during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave
is granted, head teachers are able to determine the number of school days a child can be absent
for.

It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the
circumstances warrant the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence
requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent.

Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own
merits.

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be
required to be in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that
period, it will be recorded as an unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken
against the parent(s), by way of a Fixed Penalty Notice.

Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being
issued to the parent(s).

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the
Warwickshire Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council.

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for
example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120
each, totalling £240 for both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).

Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the
matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council's Legal Services to consider instigating
criminal proceedings under S444 Education Act 1996.

Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council's Code of
Conduct for Penalty Notices.

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire School pupils recorded 37,021 half day sessions of absence
due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring terms 2021/22.
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Attendance News

Whole school attendance 94.3%
Top tutors:
TRA—98.7%

SNE—98.7% TTENIIMIG
9S0—99% LM“‘“‘[“SJ

10BW—97.3%
11BR—98.4%
House—Billesley 95.3%

Mrs Mellors has agreed that if we as a school can
reach 95% attendance for a week this half term,
the students will receive an extended break and
lunch for one day the following week. This is a
fabulous reward—Ilet's see if we achieve 95%

Page 17

We also have great rewards at the end of term for
students who have the following:
Improved attendance since last term
Over 95% attendance this term
100% this half term and overall
Top tutor per year group

This means that every student has the
opportunity to earn rewards for attendance.
With your support our school target of 96% is
achievable. Please remember we are always here
to support you should you have any attendance
concerns.

Mrs Taylor—Attendance Officer

next week!

Term Dates
SPRING TERM 2023

Spring Term ends (Easter)

SUMMER TERM 2023

Summer Term begins
May Bank Holiday
Bank Holiday

Half Term

Back to school
Summer Term ends

School closed

AUTUMN TERM 2023
School closed

Autumn Term begins
Years 7 and 11 only
Years 8, 9 and 10 only
All students back
School closed

Half term
Back to school
Autumn Term ends
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Friday 31st March 2023 at 12.40pm

Monday 17tk April 2023

Monday 1st May 2023

Monday 8th May 2023

Monday 29th May — Friday 2rd June 2023
Monday 5th June 2023

Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm
Monday 24 & Tuesday 25" July 2023
Disaggregated teacher training days

Friday 1st September 2023

Disaggregated teacher training day
Monday 4 & Tuesday 5 September 2023
Teacher training days

Wednesday 6th September 2023

Thursday 7th September 2023

Friday 8th September 2023

Friday 27" October 2023

Teacher training day

Monday 30tk October — Friday 34 November 2023
Monday 6t November 2023

Friday 22nd December 2023 at 12.40pm
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Magnificent Maths and Phenomenal Physics Event:
Open Day

Saturday 18 March 2023

10:00 AM - 04:00 PM

Location: ElIm Bank, Coventry University, Mile Lane,
Coventry, CV1 2LQ

Cost: Free Coven t /
|

https://www.coventry.ac.uk/research/about-us/research- U n |Ve rS |% QS}%

events/magnificent-maths-and-phenomenal-physics-event/

Ever wondered what maths and physics researchers really do? Interested to see how science at Coven-
try University is changing lives? If so, then our Magnificent Maths and Phenomenal Physics event is

for you.

The event sees Coventry University’s research Centre for Fluid and Complex Systems (FCS) open its
doors to the general public for the first time, with experiments, science shows, talks, and more.
Visitors can observe the “little earth” experiment, understand how we predict storms and weather
patterns, get a glimpse into the revolution of quantum computing, and the mathematics of social in-

teractions.

Anyone with a passion for science is welcome (Recommended Age 12+). Come and meet our scientists
and explore the world through their eyes for one day only. Feel free to drop in at any point during the
day to explore the world of maths and physics.

Standard Day 8:40AM -4:15PM
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In science news this week...

Northern Lights spotted over the UK

In a very rare display, the northern lights (aurora borealis) were seen
as far south as Kent and Cornwall on Sunday night

(26th February).

An aurora is formed by a solar flare erupting on the sun, sending
charged particles towards Earth which interact with our atmosphere.
The most vibrant displays were seen in Scotland and northern
England where the aurora was made up of bright greens and deep
reds.

Scientists have revealed that the world’s largest telescope has
discovered six ancient galaxies that shouldn’t exist.

Experts say that the galaxies date back to when the universe was in

its very early stage and are roughly 13.5 billion years old.

What has really surprised researchers is that the galaxies are so old

and are far bigger than expected—in fact NASA say they technically shouldn’t exist.

s
James Webb Space Telescope discovers six ancient galaxies -

This important discovery could help us to learn more about the beginnings of the universe and even
change our understanding of how galaxies are formed.

Fossils of giant prehistoric fish with deadly fangs found in
South Africa

Researchers in South Africa have unearthed a huge fish with
deadly fangs which they think may have eaten our early ancestors.
The fossils date back over 350million years—before dinosaurs
roamed the earth and its though that they grew up to 2.5 metres
long.

It is likely that they would munch on four legged creatures called
tetrapods, which are the animals humans eventually evolved from.

Experts from South Africa’s Rhodes University and Uppsala Uni-
versity in Sweden pieced together lots of fossilised remains of the
fish, called Hyneria udlezinye. The remains include the skull, lower
jaw and gill cover and they found huge fangs on the lower jaw.

Guinness World Records: Welsh family grows world’s
heaviest sunflower head

Setting a new world record is an achievement many people dream
of, but the Fortey family from Cwmbran in south Wales have grown
the world’s heaviest sunflower head twice!

The latest flower head weighs nearly 6.5kg, which is more than the
average bowling ball. It is also a kilo heavier than their last record-
breaking sunflower.

Planted during a heatwave last May, the sunflower grew for 20
weeks, reaching heights of 3.35metres.
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World Book Day in the LRC

THE WORLD BOOK DAY TUTOR
ORLD Qu.z.o..o

Thank you all for taking part, I hope you enjoyed the
B O O K competitiveness of it as well as the taking part.
Two tutor groups scored 23 points and are therefore
DA ! declared joint winners...

2 MARCH 2023 Congratulations to 8NE and 9SO

And with 22 points each there are three runners up..

Congratulations to 7LE, 8MO and 10ST __

The tutor quiz took place in the morning with
students being tested on their knowledge of
book covers and authors. Congratulations to
8NE and 9SO who were the joint winners with
23 points out of a possible 30! With 7LE, 8MO
and 10ST as runners up. Five ‘parcels’ were
placed around school for students to find and
keep — two were found in the LRC! There is
still a selection of the free World Book Day
books in the LRC, for students to help
themselves to.

Lenny
Henry

Mrs Hands—LRC Manager

World Book Day
in school

We were delighted to see so
many children dressed up for the
day, and would like to thank all
families for supporting us. We
raised over £200 which will be
used to buy some specialist
reading books for our library

Mrs Farnell—English Lead
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Silver DofE planning day

On Wednesday, 22 year 10 students took part in their second planning day, working towards their
Silver DofE Award with our new external provider Rezilient. They had a full on, but fun day of route
planning for their two upcoming expeditions, as well as menu planning and risk assessments.

The students also learned how to use gas trangias and made themselves a hot chocolate to help them
warm up—it was rather chilly out there!

One group even brought along their own group mascot Ginger to help with the navigation and he is
planning to join them on expedition later in the year.

Alongside the expedition section, the students must
complete a skill, physical and volunteering section which is
undertaken outside of school.

We are looking forward to a further planning
day on Saturday 11th March that will include
a practice walk around the local area.

Mrs Jones SlH\IED
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%\Y\M Coventry and Warwickshire

SAFELINE'S PARENT WORKSHOP
HOW TO KEEP YOUR CHILD SAFE

ONLINE, IMPROVE THEIR MENTAL WEBINAR SESSION
HEALTH AND LEARN HOW TO DEAL How To Talk To Your Child
WITH BULLYING. About Mental Health

Join us on Zoom Meeting ID: 982 363 3370

Internet Safety - Monday 6th March

5- 6pm Sunday
Mental Health - Monday 13th March
5- 6pm 26th March
Bullying and Sexual Harassment in Schools SCAN ME
Monday 20th March 10-11am
5- 6pm
We recommend al[endingall 3 sessions [ogain a https://tinyurl.com/CWMindEventbrite
deeper understanding into you child's welfare. Liadiorchyrpiad s
Please confirm your attendance via email at:
patrindac@safeline.org.uk v
@ J @ SLYP
> 4 » 4 > 4
b < | 4 2| > <4

JUNIOR BAKE OFF

BEST YOUNG BAKERS
AGED 7 - 12

NI S

WWW.APPLYFORJUNIORBAKEOFF.CO.UK

APPLICATIONS CLOSE
SUNDAY 12th MARCH 2023

Enquiries:
applyforjuniorbakeoff@loveproductions.co.uk
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Vacancy—Deputy Headteacher @

Deputy Headteacher Alcester
Scale: DHT 16-21 Academy
Closing date: Friday 17th March at 12 noon

Interview date: Wednesday 29th and Thursday 30th March 2023

Starting: September 2023

Are you an ambitious senior leader looking for a new challenge in a school of hard working
and well behaved students? Could you inspire a team of teachers determined to deliver an
engaging curriculum and secure the best possible outcomes for our committed students?

Are you a leader who will develop staff, including the leadership team, and help them real-

ise their own ambitions?

Alcester Academy is a high performing 11-16 school in the south of Warwickshire with 648
students on roll and a proven record of GCSE success. The Governors of Alcester Academy

are seeking to appoint an inspirational and highly motivated senior leader, with the ability
to work with energy and commitment to support the new Headteacher to work towards

continued excellence. The provisional Progress 8 score for summer 2022 is +0.46

Please complete the standard Alcester Academy application form. Please be succinct and
concise using Arial 12 font. Your application form should be submitted electronically

to admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. The application deadline is 12 noon on Friday 17th
March 2023. Interviews will provisionally take place on Wednesday 29th and Thursday
30th March 2023. If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy or wish to visit the
school, please contact: admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk by email or telephone the school
office on 01789 762285. We look forward to receiving your application.

Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and

young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Enhanced DBS

disclosure is required for appointment to this post.

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

Next weeks clubs/fixtures: w/b 6/3 — 3.25-4.30pm

Monday Yr10 Football v Southam (Away) — Mr Powell Southam
Tuesday Archery (Selected - Bowmen of Alcester) — Gym
Mr Jones
Yr7&38 Girls Football Tournament @Stratford - Stratford
Mr Powell
Wednesday Yr9 Football v Studley (Home) — Mr Powell Field
Yr7 Netball — Mrs Powell/Miss Hammond Courts
Thursday Girls Rugby — Miss Watson Field
Boys Rugby — Miss Burgess Field
Yr8 Netball Tournament @Stratford - Stratford
Mrs Powell

Extra-Curricular
Sport Information

SPRING TERM (2)
2023

@alcesteracademype @Aacademy_PE

@ Alcester
Academy

TO BE THE BEST THAT WE CAN BE
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

Lunchtime week 2 — 1.45-2.15pm
Da Extra-Curricular Club & Staf

KS3 Girls Indoor Football - PW GYM

Tuesday KS4 Girls Indoor Football - PW GYM

Wednesday
Thursday KS3 Girls Indoor Basketball - PE GYM
KS4 Girls Indoor Basketball - PW GYM

After School Sport

* For this half-term there will be
no 2-week sport timetable

* Sports clubs will be advertised in the bulletin
each Friday for the week ahead

* This is due to the large amount of fixtures
organised each week

* Lunchtime clubs will continue torun on a
two week timetable

@ Alcester
Aca emy
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS

Match Spotlight:

Year 10 Football

Cup Quarter final v Studley

Our first football fixture of the term was on Tues-
day with our 10s taking on Studley in the quarter
final of the South and Mid-Warwickshire cup. We
started well and took the lead with a well taken
goal from Sam V who cut in from the right to fire a
low shot past the Studley keeper. Having dominat-
ed possession and chance it was a surprise when
Studley managed an equaliser but, to their credit,
the lads rallied quickly and Sam H popped up at a
corner unmarked to head the go-ahead goal only 3
minutes later. This gave us a 2-1 lead going into
half time.

The second half was all Alcester. Playing some ex-
cellent football on a tricky pitch, Lucas slotted in a
third almost straight after the break and we didn’t
look back. Further goals from Luca, Henry, Lucas
again and Sam A from the spot put us firmly in
control and into the semi-finals. It was a really
good performance from the whole squad with eve-
rybody playing their part and, considering that we
had lost to Studley in the league earlier in the sea-
son, it was a great reaction and showcased the pro-
gress the team have made this year. Well done to
all and good luck in the semis!

Mr Powell
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Vacancy—Teacher of English @

Teacher of English Alcester

Starting September 2023 MPS/UPS Academy
Closing Date: Friday 24th March 2023 at 12 noon
Interviews: Week commencing 17th April 2023

A vacancy has arisen to become part of an outstanding English department within a high
performing and friendly school. Alcester Academy enjoys a strong reputation locally and
nationally as a result of our caring ethos and excellent academic performance. The
successful applicant will join an ambitious and thoroughly supportive teaching team who

work in collaboration with a highly successful English department.

At Alcester Academy, teachers enjoy the freedom to deploy their individual skills, and tal-
ents, whilst conveying a passion for their subject and delivering excellent outcomes. The
English department is proud of the progress that students make. A cohesive group of 6
teachers and one specialist teaching assistant and a team who have an established record
of excellent results. 2019 results far exceeded National Averages and the department has a
consistent and achievable target of 90%+ at grades 9-4, 70%+ at grades 9-5 and 40%+ at
grades 9-7. The English results in 2022 placed us within the top 25% of schools nationally,
with the school falling into the "well above" and "above average" P8 categories in whole

school, English, Maths, Ebacc and Science.

This is a permanent post (subject to a successful probation period). Applicants will be

considered from all points of experience, including early career teachers.

If you feel that Alcester Academy could be for you, please contact the Subject Leader,
Hayley Farnell, for an informal discussion, or simply complete the application form.

More details regarding this post and an application pack is available by

emailing: admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk.

Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and
young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Enhanced DBS

disclosure is required for appointment to this post.

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE
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