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30th January 2026 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

This week started with further news 

from the government around mobile 

phone use with children. If you  

haven’t seen this news yet, this  

article might be of interest: 

 

Ban phones throughout the school 

day, Phillipson tells teachers - BBC 

News 

 

Bridget Phillipson, Secretary of State for  

Education has said that: 

‘This guidance is intended to remove ambiguity 

and support firm, confident leadership. Schools 

should not only have clear policies, but should 

make sure those policies are applied consistent-

ly across classes and at all times, and we want 

parents to back these policies too. This is a clear 

national reset on mobile phone use in schools.’ 

She continued: 

‘You have my full support in taking this for-

ward. Clear boundaries, applied with consisten-

cy and fairness, give pupils the best chance to 

learn and thrive, and schools should feel  

confident in setting and enforcing them.’ 

 

At Alcester Academy, we continue to deter the 

use, or ownership of smart phones for all year 

7s. Largely, the students are respectful of the 

clear rules that we have had in place now for a 

number of years. As a reminder, we should not 

see phones in school, and they should 

not be used. This latest update will 

be reviewed now by Governors and 

staff, and we will be in communica-

tion with you once we have had 

chance to reflect more. 

 

In other news this week, we held the 

annual maths challenge, our new 

Student Health Ambassadors were 

trained at K.E.S., some of our year 9 

and 10 students took part in the  

Debate Mate programme, and we welcomed 

some new trainee teachers in English, maths 

and science. Year 11s faced their controlled as-

sessment in performing arts, and some visited 

Stratford Girls’ Grammar School for the after-

noon on Wednesday too. 

  

Holocaust Memorial Day 

Mr Cooke led assemblies this week around this 

topic using resources from Holocaust Memorial 

Day Trust. 

  

Good Luck Year 7s—Exam Week 

We’re wishing our year 7s all the very best for 

their exams next week. 

  

KS4 Reading Forum 

Thank you to parents who joined us for the 

KS4 reading forum with Miss Lewis on 

Wednesday. If you missed this, you can find the 

What’s inside this week 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgk827r8mrzo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgk827r8mrzo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgk827r8mrzo
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recording on the website.  

Parent Forum—KS4 Reading Session 

  

Ski Meeting 

Thank you if you attended the trip meeting on 

Monday this week in readiness for February half 

term! 

  

KS4 Curriculum Palettes 

The palettes for years 9, 10 and 11 are now 

launched for you and on the website.  

 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/quality-of-

education/ks4-curriculum-palettes 

 

Students should be getting copies of these over the 

next week or so. Miss McKenzie has worked hard 

on these in order to help students to better under-

stand the sequence to their learning. 

   

Parent View 

Just another reminder to  

complete Parent View if you 

haven’t had time. Thank you. 

We are in our four year Ofsted 

window now. Our last inspec-

tion was 19th January 2022. 

Welcome to Ofsted Parent 

View | Ofsted Parent View 

 

Safeguarding 

The safeguarding staff team at school is led by 

Miss Buckthorp, Assistant headteacher and the 

Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL). Other  

members of the staff team are: 

  

Mrs Bennett—Deputy DSL and Head of Year 8 

Mrs Austin—Head of Year 9 and 10 

Mrs Hatcher—Attendance Officer 

Mrs Bove—Pastoral Support 

 

All staff have safeguarding training every year  

and the school uses a platform called CPOMS to  

log any worries. All staff will receive refreshed  

Prevent training at the start of February. 

 

What is Prevent? 

The Prevent Duty: an introduction for those with 

safeguarding responsibilities - GOV.UK 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding Staff Team  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m looking forward to seeing many of you later for 

our family bingo event run by the Friends of  

Alcester Academy. Eyes down! Thanks to our PTA 

volunteers for this. If you recall, we had to cancel 

the November events because of atrocious weather 

conditions on the night. 

  

If I don’t see you later tonight, I’m wishing you all 

a lovely weekend ahead. February here we come! 

 

Sarah Mellors—Headteacher 
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Mrs J Austin 

Member of the Safeguarding 

Team and  

Head of Year 9 and 10 

Mrs L Hatcher 

  

Member of the Safeguarding 

Team and  

Attendance Officer 

Miss K Buckthorp  

Designated Safeguarding 

Lead (DSL)  
 

Mrs J Bennett 

Deputy Designated Safe-

guarding Lead and Head of 

Year 8 

Mrs S Bove 

  

Member of the Safeguarding 

Team and Pastoral Support 

 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAG_sCgyjOs/lI5Zt8pmmv9fNuWpRKWyFA/watch?utm_content=DAG_sCgyjOs&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hfaebe158b3
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/quality-of-education/ks4-curriculum-palettes
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/quality-of-education/ks4-curriculum-palettes
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-prevent-duty-safeguarding-learners-vulnerable-to-radicalisation/the-prevent-duty-an-introduction-for-those-with-safeguarding-responsibilities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-prevent-duty-safeguarding-learners-vulnerable-to-radicalisation/the-prevent-duty-an-introduction-for-those-with-safeguarding-responsibilities
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The year 9 and 10 Scholars recently traded their 

pens for podiums as they participated in a high-

energy workshop run by Debate Mate. Led by 

Law and Politics students from the University  

of Birmingham, our students spent the day  

mastering the art of persuasion. 

 

Evidence-Led Excellence 

The University mentors were particularly im-

pressed by how effectively the Scholars backed up 

their claims. Students focused on the REEL struc-

ture (Reason, Evidence, Explanation, Link), prov-

ing that a strong argument is nothing without 

hard facts. Whether discussing local school issues 

or global economics, our students stood out for 

their ability to provide compelling, well-

researched evidence to support their points. 

 

 

 

The Big Wins 

The afternoon reached a fever pitch with two  

major final debates: 

 

Social Media Showdown: The year 10s tackled 

the motion that social media prevents meaningful 

relationships. Using sharp logic and data-driven 

rebuttals, the Proposition team convinced the au-

dience to take the win. 

 

MVP Performance: In the year 9 final, Kaitlyn 

delivered a standout performance, earning the 

title of MVP for her exceptional poise and  

evidence-based arguments. 

 

The mentors praised the Scholars for their ability 

to disagree respectfully while maintaining high 

academic standards. Well done to all involved! 

 

Miss Elliott 

Debate Mate Hits Alcester Academy 

Friends of Alcester Academy 

Many thanks to Stratford and Alcester Round Table for their donation 

towards the Friends of Alcester Academy and other local charities following 

the Santa Routes in December. Your amazing donation of £250 has gone 

towards the new staging that the Friends purchased for the performing arts 

department. A big thank you to Clare and Paula who attended the 

presentation. 
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KOOTH are doing various webinars and articles 

for young people and families on different topics.  

 

Coming up: 

  

• How Kooth and Qwell meets the needs of 

SEND/ASN & neurodivergent people 

  

• The role of Kooth and Qwell in the care 

pathway for people who self harm 

  

• How you can support your child to manage 

exam stress 

  

• Supporting your child who's coming out 

 

 

 

Inclusion—Have you seen…? 

On Wednesday, a group of year 11 girls visited 

Stratford Girls’ Grammar School as part of  

Alcester Academy’s ongoing work to raise  

aspirations. 

 

During the visit, students met with subject ambas-

sadors, giving them the opportunity to ask ques-

tions about courses and school life, and took part in 

a tour of the school. The afternoon was extremely 

beneficial and provided valuable insight into  

post-16 options. 

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Dr 

Griffiths, Head of Sixth Form, for organising such 

a well-structured and informative visit. We are 

very grateful for the opportunity provided. 

 

Parents and students are reminded that  

applications must be submitted by 6th February. 

 

Miss Bartlett 

Year 11 Students Visit Stratford Girls’ Grammar School  
to Explore Post-16 Opportunities 

https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/send-asn-23mar
https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/send-asn-23mar
https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/sh-3march
https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/sh-3march
https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/exam-stress-families-9mar
https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/exam-stress-families-9mar
https://connect.kooth.com/insights/supporting-your-child-whos-coming-out
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We are incredibly excited to announce our first 

annual Charity House Day, taking place on  

Friday 13th February. This will be a whole-school 

event designed to celebrate House spirit, encour-

age student leadership and raise money  

for our House charities. 

 

On the day, students will take part in a non-

uniform day, wearing their House colours with 

pride, and each House will be running a range of 

fundraising activities at break and lunchtime. 

These activities have been planned and will be 

run by our student leaders. 

 

Activities on the day will  

include: 

• A second-hand book  

and stationery sale 

• A cake sale 

• A Valentine’s stall 

• A Beat the Teacher  

penalty shoot-

out challenge 

 

We are also very grateful for any 

support from our school commu-

nity in the lead-up to the event. 

 

How you can support 

Book donations (teenage/young 

adult suitable) can be dropped 

off at the front office or given 

directly to Miss Sacco by stu-

dents. 

 

Cake donations can be brought 

to the front office either the day 

before or on the morning of the 

event. Please ensure all cakes 

are clearly labelled with a full ingredients list. 

Please be aware we are a nut-free school.  

 

Students are encouraged to bring money on the 

day to support the stalls and activities. 

 

All money raised will go directly to our House 

charities, and we are really looking forward to 

seeing the school come together for this exciting 

new event. 

 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support 

— we hope this will be the first of many Charity 

House Days at Alcester Academy. 

 

Miss Sacco 

Inaugural Charity House Day—Friday 13 February 
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We are thrilled to announce that 2026 is the  

National Year of Reading, and we want our  

entire school community to dive in headfirst! 

 

Led by the Department for Education and the  

National Literacy Trust, this UK-wide campaign  

is all about one thing: rediscovering the joy of  

reading.  

 

What does ‘Go All In’ mean? 

Forget the idea that reading is just dusty  

textbooks or classic novels. This year, we are  

celebrating all forms of reading. Whether your 

child is obsessed with: 

 

⚽ Sports news and match reports 

  Audiobooks on the way to school 

  Fan fiction or online blogs 

  Song lyrics or graphic novels 

 

...it all counts! The goal is to connect 

reading to what your child already 

loves. From partnerships with the 

Premier League to community-wide 

events led by public libraries, 2026 is 

going to be packed with ways to build 

confidence and imagination. 

 

How you can get involved 

Reading together is one of the most 

powerful ways to connect as a family. 

We encourage you to ‘Go All In’ on 

your own passions, too! Show your 

kids that reading is for everyone,  

regardless of the format. 

 

Explore more here 

Official ‘Go All In’ website: goallin.org.uk 

National Literacy Trust: literacytrust.org.uk 

Watch the launch: Official Campaign Webinar 

Keep an eye on this space! We will be posting re-

sources, and news about exciting school event up-

dates throughout the year. 

 

Let’s make 2026 the year we all find a story  

we love! 

 

Mrs Hands—LRC Manager 

Go All In for the National Year of Reading! 

https://goallin.org.uk/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VBnLKUGz0a0&list=PLmmlG7jutI-2R_vCdNx-R7mayhzJw9YWF
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On Wednesday morning, ten of our students from 

across years 7-10 travelled to KES who were host-

ing our Alliance Health Impact Lead Training.  

 

As part of our Personal Development collabora-

tion the Alliance have joined together to train stu-

dents in each school to become Health Impact 

Leads. They will be planning a public health cam-

paign together that will focus on a key topic of 

PSHE that they feel needs to be addressed in 

their schools and communities.  

 

The students were an absolute credit to the school 

and we cannot wait to share more updates about 

this project in the future.  

As parents and carers you will also have the  

opportunity to collaborate with us on our own 

PSHE/RSE Curriculum and I look forward to  

inviting you to a parental consultation. Details 

will be released very soon! 

 

Miss McKenzie 

Three Rivers Alliance Health Impact Lead Training 

Thank you to those that attended our KS4 Read-

ing Forum on Tuesday night. The recording of 

this session is available on the school website.  

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-

information/parent-forum 

 

 

2026 is the National Year of Reading, and it is 

more important than ever to be having conversa-

tions at home about what we are reading. If you 

need any individualised support in terms of your 

child's reading, please do not hesitate to get in 

touch.  

https://goallin.org.uk/ 

 

Miss Lewis—Whole School Literacy Lead 

KS4 Reading Forum—Resources & Support  

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/parent-forum
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/parent-forum
https://goallin.org.uk/
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Year 11 Revision Timetables 
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Bromcom Positive Points Leaderboard  

23rd January—29th January 2026 

Top Positive Point Students: 

1 Dylan  11GO Oversley 12 points 

2 Lucy  7TN Billesley 11 points 

3 Immy  11HE Greville 10 points 

3 Amelia   7TN Greville 10 points 

3 Madeleine 7PA Billesley 10 points 

3 Megan  11GO Ragley  10 points 

 

Top Positive Point House: 

1 Oversley 560 points 

2 Ragley  548 points 

3 Billesley 542 points 

4 Greville  519 points 

 

Top Positive Point Tutor Group: 

1  7PA  137 points 

2 7WI  135 points 

3  7RA  128 points 

4  7TN  127 points 

5  7LX  107 points 

  

Top Positive Point Subjects: 

1 English  318 points 

2 French  273 points  

3 Maths  254 points 

 

Top Positive Point Staff: 

1 Mr Hall    438 points 

2 Mr Yarrington  355 points 

3 Mrs Weatherley 268 points 
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This week, 68 KS4 students took part in the Inter-

mediate UKMT Mathematical Challenge, a pres-

tigious national competition designed to stretch 

and challenge mathematical thinking.  

 

Students tackled 25 carefully designed questions 

that tested their logical reasoning, problem-solving 

skills and ability to apply mathematical 

ideas in unfamiliar contexts. The  

challenge encourages students to think 

creatively and outside of the box. Our 

students approached this with excellent 

focus and enthusiasm throughout. 

Being selected to take part in the UKMT Challenge 

is a significant achievement in itself and reflects 

strong attainment and commitment to Mathemat-

ics. Well done to everyone involved for represent-

ing Alcester Academy so positively. We look for-

ward to celebrating their results in the coming 

weeks. 

 

The maths department shared this image 

to wish students good luck!  

 

Miss Home—Numeracy Lead 

Intermediate UKMT Mathematical Challenge 
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Spring Term Extra-Curricular Clubs 
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SPRING TERM 2026 

Half Term     Monday 16th – Friday 20th February 2026 

Back to school   Monday 23rd February 2026 

  

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 27th March at 12.40pm 

  

SUMMER TERM 2026 

Summer Term begins  Monday 13th April 2026 

 

School closed   Friday 1st May 2026—Teacher training day 

 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 4th May 2026 

 

Half Term     Monday 25th – Friday 29th May 2026 

Back to school   Monday 1st June 2026 

     

Summer Term ends  Friday 17th July 2026 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Monday 20th July 2026—Teacher training day 

Alcester Academy Term Dates 

Key Dates for 2026 

Friday 30th January   Family Bingo Evening. PTA. 

Monday 2nd February  Year 7 exams start in classes. 

Friday 6th February   Year 11 Poetry Live trip. 

Wednesday 11th February  Year 11 Doctors Show trip. 

Thursday 12th February  Year 8 Parents’ Evening. Online. 

 

This is not an exhaustive list of events. I’m certain there will be others to add or communicate about. 
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If your child will be absent from school, please noti-

fy our Attendance Officer, Ms Louise Hatcher, with 

the reason before 8.50am each day. You can do this 

via: 

 

MCAS App—medical appointments and ab-

sences  

can be reported through the app 

SchoolComms 

Phone: 01789 762285 

Email: louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

 

We kindly ask parents and carers to remind stu-

dents who are leaving for appointments during the 

school day to come to the office a few minutes early 

so they can sign out promptly. Thank you for your 

cooperation. 

 

Ms Louise Hatcher—Attendance Officer 

Attendance News 

Whole School  
Attendance this week: 92.5% 

 

Top 5 Tutors this week: 

7WI with 98.1% attendance 

8RW with 97.7% attendance 

9AN with 97.6% attendance 

10NA with 97.5% attendance 

9SO with 97.3% attendance 

 

Top House this week: 

Ragley with 93.3% attendance 

 

Data from  

Friday16.1.26–Thursday 22.1.26 
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Join the Exams Team 

Ahead of forthcoming examination periods, we are seeking reliable and committed individ-

uals to join the Exams Team as Lead Invigilators and Exam Invigilators, supporting the 

smooth running of all internal and external examinations at the academy. 

 

Exam Invigilator rate £13.68 per hour, claimed monthly 

Lead Invigilator rate £14.94 per hour, claimed monthly 

 

Previous experience as an exam invigilator is not required, as full training will be  

provided. For Lead Invigilator roles, some prior experience is desirable but not essential. 

The ability to work effectively as part of a team, follow direction, and communicate clearly 

is essential. 

 

Invigilators will be required to conduct examinations in accordance with JCQ regulations 

and the Academy’s procedures and will play a key role in upholding the integrity of the 

examination process. 

 

Alcester Academy runs several examination series throughout the academic year and ex-

pects flexible availability during these times (dates available on request). Applicants must 

be available for at least five sessions (morning/afternoon) per week during exam seasons. 

 

Further information and an application form are available via the Academy website.  

 

Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 

young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. A DBS check is 

required for appointment. 

 

For an informal discussion, please contact the Exams Officer via 

email: charlotteparr@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

  

Deadline for applications 31st January 2026 

Interviews will be held early February 

Lead Invigilators & Exam Invigilators  

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

mailto:charlotteparr@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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Student Spotlight 

Marijke, year 11, Oversley, 
becomes Midlands Champion! 

Congratulations to year 11 student Marijke, 

whose cross-country season continues to go from 

strength to strength. Fresh from her victory at the 

Warwickshire School's Championships, Marijke 

competed this weekend in the prestigious  

Midlands Cross Country Championship—and 

won! 

This is Marijke's most significant victory so far. 

The Midlands competition covers a vast area 

(roughly a quarter of the country, making the 

field of runners incredibly tough. To come out on 

top is a testament to her hard work and talent. 

We are incredibly proud of you, Marijke! 

 

 

 

This Week’s Sport Roundup: 

Year 7 and 8 Boys and Girls  
Indoor Athletics competitions 

This week, our year 7 and year 8 students faced 

tough competition against schools from across 

South Warwickshire in two separate indoor ath-

letics events. 

 

First up were the girls, where the year 7 team put 

in a fantastic performance to finish in 2nd place, 

narrowly missing out on the top spot by just 3 

points behind the winners, Stratford Girls' Gram-

mar School (SGGS). The year 8 girls also compet-

ed well, securing a respectable 5th place overall. 

 

Next were the boys' competitions, which saw a 

consistent display of skill and effort across track 

and field events. Both the year 7 and year 8 boys’ 

teams battled hard to finish in 3rd place in their 

respective tournaments. 

 

Well done to all students involved for represent-

ing Alcester Academy with such determination in 

a very competitive field! 

* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  
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Girls Basketball Triumph at South 
Warwickshire District Tournament 

We are thrilled to report a fantastic week of sport 

for our girls' basketball teams! Both the year 7 

and year 8 squads represented the school with 

pride and determination at the South Warwick-

shire District Tournament this week. 

 

Year 7: District Champions! A massive congratu-

lations to the year 7 team, who dominated the 

court. They produced a flawless performance,  

winning every single game to finish with a 100% 

record. Their hard work paid off as they walked 

away as rightful tournament winners. 

 

Year 8: Podium Finish! The year 8 team also put 

in a brilliant shift against tough competition. 

They played with great spirit and resilience,  

securing a very credible 3rd place finish. 

 

Well done to all the players involved for their  

effort, sportsmanship, and success! 

 

 

* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

Indoor Athletics Success for year 7 and 8  
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*** Next week will see the start of Year 8 Indoor Football which will take place each  

Tuesday in the gym *** 

Next Week’s Sport 

After School 

Next Week’s Sport 

Lunch Time 
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PE Opportunity for our Students 
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Warwickshire Police  

Cadets  

Recruitment for 2026  

Now Open 

What do I do next?  

 

Scan the QR code  

and apply! 

RECRUITMENT IS OPEN UNTIL  

1st March 2026 

Police Careers Drop-In 

Alcester Academy students are  

invited to attend a school drop-in with 

Warwickshire Police on Monday 

2nd February with a view to learning 

more about becoming a Police Cadet.  

Applications are open for students  

aged 13 - 18 years old.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyxn

dg2j8zo 

 

Those who wish to progress are than  

invited to Police HQ on Wednesday 4 

February 2026 – 6.30 or 7.15pm. These 

sessions allow interested applicants to 

meet current cadets and leaders, ask 

questions, and gain tips for the  

application process. 

 

Miss Bartlett 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyxndg2j8zo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyxndg2j8zo
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