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30th April 2021 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

 Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

I hope that you all have had a 

good week. 

  

We are fortunate enough to report 

no positive covid cases in school 

still. Long may this continue! This 

is the first bulletin edition in a 

long time that does not feature 

any covid-based updates. We must 

be kept informed if your child has 

any symptoms however, or indeed if any posi-

tive results are recorded. Last week’s bulletin 

had a comprehensive local authority update on 

coronavirus if you need further guidance. I'd be 

very grateful if you could keep using the lateral 

flow devices regularly at home. Naturally our 

thoughts extend to friends, family members 

and communities in India as we see the daily 

devastation that the virus is causing; it breaks 

my heart to see the numbers affected each day 

presently.  

 

I’d like to congratulate year 10 this week espe-

cially on the mature way in which they have 

begun the preparation required for their exam 

series after half term. Teachers have spent 

time this week discussing the topics included 

in their own subject exams and over 

the next few weeks, we will begin to 

further explore ‘how to revise’. The 

students have a Super Learning  

Morning (not quite a day!) on 5th May 

with Elevate Education looking at 

these themes. 

 

School feels purposeful and we are be-

ginning to creep back into some famil-

iar territory safely here. Keep an eye 

on homework being set now. Our 

homework clubs have been re-introduced in 

order to support the completion of homework 

and a good after school sports offer has been 

published for our students. We are currently 

looking into opportunities for extra-curricular 

fencing and cheer leading. I'm very excited! I 

know that students have missed their extra 

sport in recent months. 

 

I've enjoyed watching our helpful year 7s look 

after their field area so impressively over the 

last two weeks! We have a number of proactive 

litter pickers helping Mrs Hall and Mrs Har-

wood as well as a regular resident 'door opener' 

as the students enter the building after lunch. 

Thanks to Elijah for this wonderful service! It 

is helping a smooth start to the afternoon.  

MFL Idiom of the Week 

 

English: No pain no gain 

French: Il faut casser le noyau pour avoir l’amande 

Literal meaning: One needs to break the Kernel to get the almond 

German: Ohne Fleiβ, kein Preis 

Literal meaning: Without hard work, no prize 
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Work of the week certainly has to go to Hannah 

in year 8 for her wonderful theatre set. I  

thoroughly enjoyed seeing a video version of this 

earlier in the week. Such great work in  

performing arts! 

 

In community news, I was proud to see our Mayor 

and valued school governor, Cllr Gill Forman ac-

cept the keys to the Greig Hall this week. This is 

a superb piece of news for us all and I look for-

ward to planned events taking place very soon.  

  

In other school news this week: 

Goodbye Mrs Harwood! 

I would like to take this op-

portunity to say thank you 

and farewell to Mrs Harwood 

who has been with us since 

January as a midday supervi-

sor. We will miss you very 

much indeed. Your support 

has been so wonderful over a 

very difficult time. Mrs Harwood has been  

extremely kind to many students and staff over 

recent months.  

  

Fire Walk Through 

Thank you to students this week for behaving 

positively during the emergency fire procedure 

walk through. This was completed safely in year 

group bubbles with students wearing face cover-

ings. We have to conduct these on a termly basis. 

  

Year 9 D of E 

Congratulations to year 9s this week embarking 

on their first day of training for Bronze D of E. 

Thanks also to Mrs Evason for organising this. 

We wish the students well for their first walk 

next week. 

#EduArtsFest—Watch this space! 

We are looking forward to joining in with a a na-

tional focus upon the arts in schools led by the 

Association of School and College Leaders at the 

end of May. During the lockdowns, the benefits of 

art subjects was well documented as a source of 

positive mental health. You might therefore enjoy 

a look at our twitter feed nearer the time where 

we helped to celebrate all that is great at Alcester 

Academy. 

Winter Grant Scheme – Free School 
Meals for Whitsun half term 

The local authority will be sponsoring the voucher 

scheme for parents entitled to benefits related 

free school meals over half term again. We will be 

in touch accordingly. 

  

Summer Holiday 2021 -  
Activities for students 

I have started to tweet opportunities for  

Warwickshire-based holiday clubs as I discover 

them. The latest involved Stratford Rowing Club 

Summer Sessions and Warwick Tennis Club  

summer camps. Follow us on @AlcesterAcademy 

for up to date links. The Warwickshire Family 

Information Service will also publish these.  

 Term Dates  

SUMMER TERM 2021 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 3rd May 2021 

Half Term    Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 2021 

Back to school   Monday 7th June 2021    

Summer Term ends  Tuesday 20th July 2021 at 12.40pm 

 

 

2021/2022 TERM DATES ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/life-at-alcester-academy/term-dates


 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 3 

Ensure that you have signed up for their free  

electronic newsletter: Children and families –  

Warwickshire County Council 

We will be running a year 6 summer school oppor-

tunity. Please watch this space for further details. 

  

Queries about Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities? 

Please contact Mrs Bush, SENCo as  

required anitabush@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

  

Tutor work this week 

In tutor time this week, we have been looking at 

the serious topic of knife crime and we welcomed 

PC Rob Davies to present a virtual assembly to the 

school on this important issue yesterday.  

For our year 11s, they also heard from the Nation-

al Citizen Service (NCS) about summer opportuni-

ties www.wearencs.com as well as preparing for 

their AGS post 16 interviews that were held in 

school today. Thank you to AGS for visiting us in 

such difficult times to do these. 

  

Year 11 leaving date 

We recently informed year 11s and their parents 

that the leaving date for them will be Friday 

28th May. We have asked year 11 to still be availa-

ble however ‘if’ required’ for two weeks after half 

term just in case teachers need to clarify anything 

regarding their teacher assessed grade evidence. 

  

Year 10 Student Leadership 

In light of year 11s leaving us very soon, we will be 

asking students in year 10 who wish to run for the 

student leadership roles to begin thinking about 

this very soon! 

  

Parent View 

Thank you to those 

parents who have 

taken the time to 

complete the Ofsted questionnaire. If you haven’t, 

this renews every academic year and so a few 

minutes of your time would be appreciated 

please: https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

For those parents who have answered that they 

are not sure what their child is learning (Q5), 

please don’t forget that the subject long-term plans 

are published on the school website under the 

‘Quality of Education’ section. If you scroll to the 

end of each subject page, the curriculum is outlined 

in detail for you all as parents. 

  

Twitter accounts 

New year 6 parents might be interested to follow 

us on twitter at: 

https://twitter.com/AlcesterAcademy 

 

We run a number of very active accounts in order 

to keep up with news in various subject areas as 

follows: 

Teaching and Learning updates at:  

https://twitter.com/AlcesAcad_TandL 

PE Department at:  

https://twitter.com/AAcademy_PE 

Science Department at:  

https://twitter.com/aa_science 

Art Department at:  

Alcester Academy Art 

LRC at:  

https://twitter.com/AA_LRC_Library 

Trips at:  

https://twitter.com/AA_Trips 

Careers at: 

https://twitter.com/AA_Careers_Zone 

Geography at: 

https://twitter.com/HStedman5 

Design Technology Department at:  

https://twitter.com/AADesignTechno1 

Performing Arts Department at:  

https://twitter.com/AlcesterAllstar 

Humanities Department at:  

https://twitter.com/AHumanities 

English Department at:  

https://twitter.com/EnglishAlcester  

MFL Department at:  

https://twitter.com/AcademyMfl 

Rock Academy at:  

https://twitter.com/academy_rock 

 

Finally...  

And so we head into a lovely long bank holiday 

weekend. I do hope that you find time to relax and 

enjoy the restrictions on travel being lifted a little 

ready for this weekend. My garden certainly needs 

a tidy up ready for the summer months ahead and 

the bar-b-que might get its first outing of the year 

for sure!  

 

Thank you for your continued support. I'm very 

grateful as ever to our staff for all they continue to 

do for our students too.  

 

Wishing you a great few days ahead. 

Kind regards 

 

Sarah Mellors—Headteacher 

mailto:anitabush@alcesteracademy.org.uk
http://www.wearencs.com
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
https://twitter.com/AlcesterAcademy
https://twitter.com/@AlcesAcad_TandL
https://twitter.com/@AAcademy_PE
https://twitter.com/aa_science
https://twitter.com/jamesyarringto2
https://twitter.com/AA_LRC_Library
https://twitter.com/@AA_Trips
https://twitter.com/@AA_Careers_Zone
https://twitter.com/HStedman5
https://twitter.com/@AADesignTechno1
https://twitter.com/AlcesterAllstar
https://twitter.com/@AHumanities
https://twitter.com/@EnglishAlcester
https://twitter.com/@AcademyMfl
https://twitter.com/@academy_rock
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Homework Clubs  
 

Year 7    Every lunch time— LRC 

   After school Tuesdays until 4.15pm 

Year 8  Lunchtime on Wednesday,  

   Thursday and Friday—ICT4 

   After school Thursdays until 4.20pm 

Year 9 and 11 Every lunchtime—ICT3 

Year 10  Every lunchtime—T4 

 

Friendship Group  

For year 7 and 8 will resume W/B  3rd May 

Year 7 - Mondays and Year 8 - Tuesdays  

Year                  French                        German            

7                           Jess     Katherine  

8                           Zoe     Archie  

9                          Mary     Max  

10                        Eloisa    Owen  

11                        Yasmin    Daisy  

  linguists of the month 
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Bea, a year 10 student, entered a competition, run by  
McCarthy Stone, late last year.  

As one of the winners, the superb wildlife photo is on display  
in the window of No. 49 Henley Street.  

The competition, open to all ages, was for the submission  
of photographs of the scenery, wildlife and landscapes in Stratford  

and the surrounding areas. It was judged by the  
Mayor of Stratford upon Avon, Tony Jackson. 

Well done Bea! Mr Yarrington 

Photography of the Week 
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Science Revision Materials 

Year 7 and 8 

£3 direct from science 

 

GCSE – Year 10 and 11 

Combined science (10 sets 3 to 5  

and 9 sets 3 to 5) 

£6 direct from science 

 

Triple science (10 set 1 and 2 and 9 set 1 and 2) 

£9 direct from science 
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Top Scorers this week: 

1 Harvey  7NE 15 points 

2 Sophie   7HT 12 points 

2 Jess Love  7HT 12 points 

4 Charlotte  7TY 9 points 

4 Eve   9SC 9 points 

6 Jay   7NE 8 points 

6 Joe   7NE 8 points 

6 Maecie   7BW 8 points 

6 Jessica   7NE 8 points 

6 Finlay   7BW 8  points 

 

 

 

Top Tutor Groups this week: 

1 7HT 142 points 

2 7BW 135 points 

3 7NE 129 points 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Top Staff this week: 

1 Mr Bastock 392 points 

2 Mr Yarrington 276 points 

3 Mr Bowater 256 points 

 

 

Top Subjects this week: 

1 Maths  405 points 

2 Science  335 points 

3 Art  261 points 

Epraise Updates—week ending 29.4.21 

Congratulations to the Top Students this year: 

1st  Maya   7BW  Fourth week   237 points 

2nd  Jack    7HT  Fourth week  223 points  

3rd  Harvey  7NE  First week  212 points 
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JOB OF THE WEEK - EPISODE 

#09 - IT TECHNICIAN 

Careers Information 

Year 7                 Year 8                 Year 9                 Year 10               Year 11             Whole School 

95.8%                   93.6%                   92.7%                   91.0%                   91.8%               93.1% 

School Attendance — up to 29.4.21 

7BW - 97.8%, 8ST - 98.5%, 9WA – 97.0%, 10RO – 97.1%, 11BR - 96.5%  

Top Tutors — congratulations! 

JOB OF THE WEEK - EPISODE 

#08 - HOTEL PORTER 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pR4xsVBFnS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pR4xsVBFnS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rp5ox2mDxjc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rp5ox2mDxjc


 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 10 

Practice Schedule Summer Term 2021 

Day/Date Activity 

Tuesday 4th May Year 10 Tennis 

Wednesday 5th May Year 10 Athletics & Rounders 

Thursday 6th May Year 7 Athletics & Rounders 

Tuesday 11th May Year 9 Tennis 

Wednesday 12th May Year 10 Athletics & Cricket 

Thursday 13th May Year 7 Athletics & Cricket 

Tuesday 18th May Year 8 Tennis 

Wednesday 19th May Year 9 Athletics & Cricket 

Thursday 20th May Year 8 Athletics & Cricket 

Tuesday 25th May Year 9 House Football 

Schools’  
Football Week 

2021 

Wednesday 26th May Year 8 House Football 

Thursday 27th May Year 7 House Football 

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 


