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30th June 2023 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Good afternoon. 

  

We had another bumper 

week for visits out and 

about to include Stratford 

College, National Grid, an 

onsite visit to a Severn 

Trent local site, Bristol 

with our geographers and 

the South Warwickshire 

athletics championship. 

Once again, our students were exemplary and 

the commitment from our staff with arranging 

and supervising these opportunities is just 

fantastic! I must give a big shout out to our 

athletes for some superb performances. Staff 

trip leaders have updated you later on in this 

edition! 

  

Thank you to Cadbury College for coming in 

on Tuesday to speak to the year 9s about their 

provision. 

  

Primary school updates— 
a busy week! 

This week, we held the Most Able sessions for 

year 5s in maths. It was certainly another 

week of hard work and dedication by the stu-

dents that attended. It was also really enjoya-

ble to welcome some families for our early 

open mornings on Wednesday and Thursday.  

I always love meeting prospective new stu-

dents and parents. We welcomed some of our 

new year 6 students for a tour of the school 

and some ice breaking activities before the 

main induction day on Wednesday 5th July. 

We’re looking forward to seeing our new year 

group very much indeed. New Parents’ Even-

ing is Tuesday 4th July in the school hall, 

starting at 6.30pm. 

 

Pre loved uniform sale— 
getting ready for September? 

We are hosting a preloved uniform sale in the 

school hall Wednesday 12th July from 3.30-

4.30pm. This will be our last sale of this aca-

demic year. 

 

Equally, if you have items of uniform that you 

no longer need and that are in good condition, 

we’d be very grateful to accept these and help 

them get to a worthwhile new home. Thank 

you. 

  

I have sent out the uniform expectations for 

September to you. I hope that this helps to 

clarify things early on for you as parents and 

carers. 
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Welcome Mrs McKenzie 

We were delighted to welcome 

Mrs McKenzie to the Academy 

on Tuesday for a team day.  

Mrs McKenzie will be our new 

Assistant Headteacher from  

September. 

  

Year 10 Silver D of E 

Congratulations to year 10 

last weekend who took 

part in their Practice Expe-

dition with Rezilient and 

Mrs Jones. This has put 

them in a great position for 

their final expedition to 

Long Mynd in July.  

  

MFL News 

It was so lovely to see  

Mr Maffy in school this 

week visiting us from  

Houlton School, looking  

at our MFL provision  

with Mrs Weatherley. 

 

Well done to Polish Club 

for their practical session 

this week. Wow!  
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Sports Day on Monday 

Just a reminder that it is Sports Day on Monday 

(weather permitting). Mr Moffatt has sent out a 

full communication on this for you all.  It’s one of 

my favourite days of the year! This will be our 

year 10s last Sports Day. I can’t wait to see some 

PBs coming through after the last three years.  

Mr Moffatt will update you on the successes in 

next week’s bulletin. 

Biometric updates 

We will be converting the students canteen ac-

counts back to fingerprints ready for September 

in the next week or two. You have had a commu-

nication about this. 

 

Did you see this about reading? 

Children should read 12 hours a week for 

better grades 

Children should read for 12 hours a week to boost 

their performance in school, according to a Cam-

bridge study. Reading for pleasure was found to 

increase brain size, improve cognitive ability, sup-

port good mental health, and lead to better grades. 

Starting to read for fun at a young age was linked 

to superior brain structure and function in teenag-

ers. For optimal results, children should be read-

ing for 12 hours every week. Those who read for 

pleasure got an average of a quarter of a grade 

higher than those who did not. The study also 

found that reading for pleasure improves mental 

wellbeing, attention, and reduces behavioral prob-

lems. It stimulates social skills, creative thinking, 

and other forms of cognition in young children. 

The Daily Telegraph   

 

What is your child learning? 

Don’t forget that the long term plans for every 

subject are published on our website for your in-

formation and interest. 

www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/quality-of-

education/subjects 

 

Thinking of navigating your way to 
university? 

This summit is happening online on 6th July. 

Sign up for free! 

The UCAS Summit  

https://ucas-summit.com/register 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goodbye Mr Spencer 

Mr Spencer has completed his PGCE 

teaching training within the science 

department this week. Congratulations.  

  

Thank you for all your hard work. We wish 

you all the best in the next stage of your 

career at Woodrush High School. 

  

From Miss Burgess and all the staff 

http://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/quality-of-education/subjects
http://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/quality-of-education/subjects
https://ucas-summit.com/register
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8LE Summer Bash 
We are selling animals and normal cool pom-poms  

to raise money for the Summer Bash.  

 

If you are interested a few of us will be walking around the 

school and field at lunch or break next week! 

Small=£1.00     Large=£1.50  

 

If you are actually interested in coming to the Summer Bash to 

participate/buy/look please come around to our stall as you can 

be sure that we will have something that your mate will enjoy! 

Air Ambulance  
fundraiser 

Many thanks to the  

Air Ambulance for sending 

in a certificate and card for 

your recent donation.  

Representatives are  

coming in to speak to year 

7s about their amazing 

charity work before the 

end of term. 

  

Governor Update 

I would like to take this oppor-

tunity to sincerely thank one of 

our long-standing governors for 

her hard work and hours of 

commitment to the academy. 

Ann Grant has been the Chair 

of our Quality of Education and 

HR Sub Committee for a num-

ber of years now. In her time, she has made a 

huge impact within the Trust in all aspects of her 

work. Ann is taking a very well-deserved rest 

from a number of projects at the end of this term. 

On behalf of us all Ann, you will be missed such a 

lot. I cannot thank you enough for everything that 

you have done. 

  

Thank you Mrs Woodman 

The bulletin will get busy over the next few weeks 

as the end of term builds up. As such, I’d like to 

give a heartfelt and very special thank you to Mrs 

Woodman, Deputy Head today as she prepares to 

take her retirement ‘very’ early at the end of 
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term! I’ll be in trouble if I don’t let you know that 

bit! 

 

I had the absolute privilege of meeting Mrs Wood-

man four years ago. She has been by my side in the 

most difficult of times in education providing re-

lentless support, advice and friendship. I have ap-

preciated her calm and pragmatic approach, her 

work ethic and her fantastic ideas and vision. I 

couldn’t have wished for a better fit for the school 

in her role as deputy head over the last few years. I 

will miss seeing Mrs Woodman every day and I’m 

very jealous to hear of the fantastic trips that she 

has planned for next year! It’s not often that you 

forge such a special working relationship with 

someone, and I’m lucky that Mrs Woodman and  

I will remain close friends. 

 

Mrs Woodman is leaving us knowing that her role 

is secure in Mr Cooke’s capable hands from  

September. Thank you so much Mrs Woodman! 

  

Farewell Mrs Taylor—
Attendance Officer 

It is with regret that we are say-

ing farewell to Mrs Taylor after a 

year working with us as  

Attendance Officer. Mrs Taylor 

has worked tirelessly to improve 

school attendance massively in 

that year and she has had a huge-

ly positive impact. I know that many of you have 

worked closely with Mrs Taylor, and that she has 

provided invaluable support. 

 

Mrs Taylor moves on to a promoted role within 

Warwickshire Attendance Services as a Family 

Case Worker. This is very well deserved. Her last 

day with us at the Academy with be Monday 

10th July.  

 

Can I take this opportunity to thank Mrs Taylor 

for her hard work and dedication. We will miss her 

very much indeed. 

 

Our new Attendance Officer is Ms Louise Hatcher. 

I will introduce her to you in due course. Ms 

Hatcher and Mrs Taylor will be having a thorough 

hand over together over the next two weeks. 

  

Staffing for September 

In light of the national recruitment concerns with-

in teaching, I’m very pleased to let you know that 

we are fully staffed for September at the Academy. 

Congratulations staff! 

Can I take this opportunity 

to wish Mrs Craig, School 

Business Manager, and 

Miss Burgess, Head of  

Science, and Mrs Stedman, 

Head of Geography all the 

very best for their weddings 

in the next few weeks. How exciting! 

  

Congratulations to… 

Alex and Anthony for their participation in the 

Wolf Run last weekend! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illness from rivers—student absence 

We are still hearing of children who cannot attend 

school as a result of them playing in local, open 

water and getting poorly. Please can you speak to 

your child/ren about this. 

 

Update on NEU further industrial  
action 

I have send out a separate email about arrange-

ments for the forthcoming industrial action days on 

5th and 7th July. Things are slightly more compli-

cated this time with the 5th July being the year 6 

planned transition day at the Academy. 

 

So, it was another jam-packed week at the Acade-

my as you can see! Miss Buckthorp contracted 

covid again, but I’m delighted to report that she is 

improving and will return soon. It seems to be go-

ing around again. Welcome back Mrs Bennett too! 
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Congratulations to the AGS year 13 leavers  

pictured above. Many of whom are our former  

students. We wish them well.  

 

Wishing you all a fabulous weekend. Happy  

birthday to Mr Cooke who is looking forward to 

an F1 indulgent day ahead! 

  

Best wishes 

Sarah Mellors—Headteacher 
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We wanted to take a moment to share some im-

portant findings from our recent survey regarding 

homework practices and parental involvement. We 

greatly appreciate your participation and feedback, 

as it helps us understand the dynamics of home-

work and how we can better support your chil-

dren.   

 

What you said:   

• Parents rely on Google Classroom to keep 

track of their child's homework. This digital 

platform offers convenience and accessibil-

ity, allowing you to stay updated on assign-

ments, due dates, and any additional  

resources shared by teachers.   

• Most students complete their homework at 

home without requiring extensive parental 

support. This demonstrates the growing in-

dependence and responsibility of our stu-

dents, and we appreciate the efforts you 

make in creating a conducive environment 

for their academic success.    

• The survey also highlighted the positive  

impact of the homework rota system in KS3. 

Many parents expressed that the rota makes 

homework more manageable, allowing for 

better planning and organisation.   

• Parents would like clearer visibility on how 

homework is being tracked.   

• KS4 parents reported that they are unclear 

on the homework timetable, or it was  

confusing.  

• Many parents report that their child had 

received Epraise points for homework.   

 

What we are doing about it and further updates:   

  

• We will continue to use Google Classroom as 

a primary means of communicating home-

work-related information as well as other 

learning resources. Remember, all parents 

can opt into receiving updates from Google 

Classroom.   

• From September 2023 only year 7 will auto-

matically have planners. Other year groups 

can opt into having a paper-based planner if 

it is felt this will help organise work. With 

the move to Google Classroom, it should  

ensure all homework is set in one place as 

pupils become more independent at the 

Academy.   

• The year 7 and 8 homework rota is useful 

and will continue to implement it in the  

coming academic year.   

• In response to the year 9, 10 and 11 home-

work timetables, we are reviewing this, and 

aim to implement a more straightforward 

and flexible approach to ensure your child 

has purposeful and timely homework.  

• We will continue to reward those students 

who work hard and produce good quality 

work through e praise points  

• Details of our marking system can be found 

on all books or folders, using a simple 1 – 4 

code that aligns to attitude to learning 

scores used in reports. This should offer 

more clarity with homework feedback and 

tracking.   

 

Lastly, we encourage students to take advantage of 

our homework club, which provides additional  

support and resources for completing assignments 

every lunchtime. We will continue to promote and 

enhance this valuable resource.   

 

For year 11 we will be providing an additional  

specialist study room, managed by teaching staff 

during three lunchtimes per week.   

  

Expect to see changes to our Homework policy that 

reflect the above in September. Once again thank 

you for your support with helping to create a  

balance with homework- no easy task!   

 

Mr Cooke 

Homework update 
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Photography of the Week 

A dark and moody outcome through lots the deep shadows, rich colours,  
and drama has been taken by David in year 10.  

What a fantastic shot—the rain drops really add to this photo! 

Miss Nemeshanyi 

Yesterday Severn Trent invited students to look 

at the works taking place opposite school. They 

are currently in the process of replacing a burst 

main which supplies over 50,000 properties. It is 

a huge operation requiring one of the biggest 

cranes available. Students were able to look at 

the site before learning about the different roles 

and apprenticeships available with the company. 

Sincere thanks for allowing us to visit! 

Miss Bartlett 

Careers visit to the Severn Trent site in Winchcombe Road 
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PRE-LOVED PE KIT 

 
DONATE, RE-USE, GIVE BACK! 
Help the school community  

and give back 

 

Please donate your unwanted  

(no longer needed or using)  

PE kit, which would then be given  

back to students here.  

 

We would particularly welcome 

skorts, leggings and socks. 

 

Please give your donations direct  

to the PE department! 

 

Thank you, Mrs Powell 
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On Monday 100 of our year 10 students visited 

Stratford-upon-Avon College to sample sessions of 

some of the fantastic courses available in Septem-

ber.  

 

It is important that whilst only in year 10, stu-

dents are prepared for post-16 decision making 

that is part of the year 11 process. Visiting a col-

lege is a vital part of this process as it enables our 

students to make the comparison between and 

school and a college environment. College is a 

more practical route into further education  

offering a wide range of courses from BTEC and 

T-levels through to apprenticeships. 

Upon arrival students were offered a variety of 

taster sessions including graphic design, educa-

tion and childcare, theatrical make-up, business 

studies and fashion. They spent 45 minutes in 

class experimenting with a wide range of practical 

tasks. These included everything from making 

playdough to creating serious faux injuries  

using prosthetics. 

 

We are extremely grateful to Stratford-upon-Avon 

College for allowing us to take over campus for 

the day and sincere thanks also to the staff who 

gave up their time. 

Miss Bartlett 

Stratford-upon-Avon College visit for our years 10s 
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Monday 3rd July – Sports Day (provisional, weather permitting) 

Tuesday 4th July – New Year 6 Parents’ Evening LIVE Hall 

Wednesday 5th July – Year 6 Induction Day 

Friday 7th July – Wimbledon trip 

Monday 10th July – Super Learning Day Year 9. The Riot Act (Road Safety) 

Thursday 13th July – Celebration Evening (invited students) 

Saturday 15th July – Summer Bash 12-5pm 

Tuesday 18th July – Silver D of E Expedition (Assessed) 

Thursday 20th July – Year 7 visit from Air Ambulance 

Friday 21st July – Break up 12.40pm 

GCSE results day – Thursday 24th August 

Return to school – from Wednesday 6th September staggered returns (years 7-11) 

  

This is not an exhaustive list 

Dates for your diary 

National Grid visit 

Year 10 students have attended a 

STEM trip to the National Grid in 

Warwickshire.  

 

This was an informative session 

with practical elements and the 

opportunity to visit the control 

room. They learnt a lot about dif-

ferent careers and apprenticeships 

on offer as well as how environ-

mental issues are being reviewed. 

The students had the opportunity 

to ask questions and had a tour of 

the site. Miss Wincup 
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Epraise Leaderboard—this week  
 

Top Students—this week: 

1 Rachel  10YA 14 points 

2 Alex   7KA 11 points 

2 Matilda  7WI 11 points 

2 Seb   7KA 11 points 

5 Aiden  7KA 10 points 

5 Elliot   7RA 10 points 

5 Felicity 7KA 10 points 

8 Alice   8MA 9 points 

8 Sam   8NE 9 points 

8 Ilani   7RA 9 points 

 
Top Tutor—this week: 

1 7KA 130 points 

2 7RA 126 points 

3 7TN 121 points 

4 7LE 118 points 

5 7WI 113 points 

6 9AN 102 points 

7 9SO 101 points 

7 10YA 101 points 

9 8MA 90 points 

10 9HL 87 points 

Top Staff—this week: 

1 Mrs Weatherley 210 points 

2 Mr Bastock  207 points 

3 Mrs Kowal  180 points 

4 Miss Home  154 points 

5 Mr Yarrington 126 points 

6 Mr Martin  120 points 

7 Miss Lewis  118 points 

8 Miss Burgess 98 points 

9 Mr Rossiter  78 points 

10 Miss Cooper  65 points 

 

Top Subjects—this week: 
 

1 Science 403 points 

2 Maths  397 points 

3 French 210 points 

4 English 151 points 

5 Art  134 points 

6 History 106 points 

7 RE  81 points 

8 Ethics  60 points 

9 IT  41 points 

10 German 38points 
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What an amazing year Alcester Academy!  

 

Sport’s Day is on Monday, and you will soon find 

out the overall winning House of the year; with 

over 3000 points gained across the House’s this 

year! 

 

Congratulations to…  

Tom, Evie, Lucas, Kieran, Monty, Dylan, Alice, 

Skye, Rosie, Amelia, Charlie, Fleur, Eleanor for all 

receiving 20 points for their House this week!!  

Miss Lewis 

Top House this week: Greville 

Top Epraise points this week: Billesley 

Top students on Epraise this week: 

Billesley – Rachel (10YA) 

Ragley – Matilda (7WI) 

Greville – Alice (8MA) 

Oversley – Felicity (7KA) 

SUMMER TERM 2023  

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2023 

School closed   Friday 1st September 2023  

     Disaggregated teacher training day 

     Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th September 2023 

     Teacher training days 

 

Autumn Term begins 

Years 7 and 11 only  Wednesday 6th September 2023 

Years 8, 9 and 10 only  Thursday 7th September 2023 

All students back   Friday 8th September 2023 

School closed   Friday 27th October 2023  

     Teacher training day 

Half term    Monday 30th October – Friday 3rd November 2023 

Back to school   Monday 6th November 2023 

Autumn Term ends  Friday 22nd December 2023 at 12.40pm 

 

SPRING TERM 2024 

School closed   Monday 8th January 2024 

     Teacher training day 

Spring Term begins  Tuesday 9th January 2024 

Half Term     Monday 12th – Friday 16th February 2024 

Back to school   Monday 19th February 2024 

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 22nd March 2024 at 12.40pm 

Term Dates 
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Top Tutors this week:  

7RA—98.9% 

8TY—94.3% 

9SO—97.6% 

10HE—96.3% 

Top House: Billesley   

 

As of Monday 3rd July please only report absences 

through the channels below using our school com-

munication system or absence line. Please do not 

email Mrs Paula Taylor directly as these emails 

may not be received during the transition from  

Mrs Taylor to our newly appointed Attendance  

Officer Mrs Louise Hatcher. 

 

Parents must report any absence from school in-

cluding medical appointments requiring absence, 

and any Covid related ill health leading to absence, 

to the student absence line by 9.30am on each day 

of absence to 01789 762285 and press 1. 

 

Where there has been no contact from par-

ents/carers and the child remains absent without 

explanation Academy staff will make contact with 

parents/carers to ask the reason for absence. 

In the first instance School Comms will be used to 

send a message via the app or text, followed by con-

tact via phone, if no response is received. Medical 

evidence (for example, this could be medical ap-

pointment cards, prescribed medication labels) can 

be requested to support student absences from 

school. 

 

Our Attendance Officer will follow up unexplained 

or concerning levels of absence as outlined in our 

Attendance Intervention Process. 

 

 

   

Attendance News 
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Learning Support at Alcester Academy  

Working under the supervision of the responsible teacher, assist and support teaching and 

learning, working with individuals or groups, and assist in providing general care, safety 

and welfare for pupils. 

The Post 

This is a full time, term time only post working 39 weeks per year (incl. 5 teacher training 

days). This is a temporary post for 12 months in the first instance with a view to becoming 

permanent after this period.  

The Application Process 

Please complete an Alcester Academy application form which can be found on our website 

www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies. A written statement in  

support of your application will be accepted but we do not consider CVs. Please send your 

completed application to admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. 

 

The application deadline is 12 noon on Friday 7th July 2023. 

Interviews take place week commencing 10th July 2023. 

 

If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy or wish to visit the school, please con-

tact: caricraig@alcesteracademy.org.uk. We look forward to receiving your application. 

 

Please note that this school is committed to safeguarding,  

equality of opportunity, and promoting the welfare of children and young people.  

An enhanced DBS check will be required. 

Full time—working term time only 

(39 weeks including 5 Teacher Training days) 

 

Scale F range 6-11 

FTE £21,968 starting salary (Actual pro rata £18,811)  

 

Starting: September 2023 

Closing date: Friday 7th July 2023 at 12 noon 

Interviews: week commencing 10th July 2023 

Vacancy—Teaching Assistant  

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

http://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:caricraig@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

This week our students have been busy preparing 

for a long-awaited return to the South Warwick-

shire Schools Athletics Championship.  

 

Students in year 7,8 and 9 have been selected to 

represent the Academy in both track and field 

against the nine other South Warwickshire Dis-

trict schools.  

 

I look forward to reporting on the results from 

the competition in next weeks edition of the bul-

letin – good luck to all representing the Academy! 

AA Sport Round Up 

South Warwickshire Schools Athletics Championship 

Student Spotlight 

Lola and Lottie-Dot—Cheerleading 

 

Congratulations to Lola (year 10) and Lottie-Dot 

(year 7) who continue to experience incredible 

achievements within Cheerleading. Last weekend 

the girls competed at the Cheerleading Nations 

competition in Bournemouth. It’s the final compe-

tition of their season and the largest and most 

competitive UK comp. There were hundreds of 

teams from all over England, Scotland and Wales 

and the toughest opposition teams were there to 

win! I am delighted to announce that Lola and 

Lottie Dot’s international team TNT won first 

place, making them National Champions, but 

they also won Grand Champions, so the overall 

winners of the divisions on Saturday, with a score 

of 98.4. This turned out to be the highest score of 

any team across the whole event. 

  

Lottie also had her final outing as captain of Fu-

sion before she aged out. They were amazing and 

came a fantastic second against Unity All Stars 

Lime (an amazing team). Equally, Lottie did her 

very final run with Nitro, her Level 4 Senior team 

and they also won first place, making them the 

National Champions at Level 4, and then overall 

Grand Champs too. As members of the top team 

in the country the girls it has since been an-

nounced that the team has been invited over to 

the States to compete in 2024 at the Summit 

2024 in Florida for a second year—incredible! 

 

 

A huge congratulations to both of you from us all 

at the Academy for the absolutely outstanding 

achievements you have experienced within 

Cheerleading! 
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Next week’s sport  

Sports Day 2023 

The annual Alcester Academy Sports Day is cer-

tainly the highlight of the Academic year for 

many at the Academy and we look forward to 

joining as a whole school staff this Monday after-

noon to put together a fantastic opportunity for 

students to compete and represent their houses 

within Athletic competition.  

 

Please note that ALL students will be required to 

attend and depart from school in full PE kit on 

Monday 3rd July. Students please ensure that 

you are familiar with the final sports day infor-

mation below. 

 

Unfortunately, it will not be possible for parents 

and carers to spectate during this afternoon. 

I look forward to reporting the results from 

Sports Day in next week’s edition. 
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

Next week’s sport  


