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30th September 2022 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Good afternoon, 

  

I hope you have had a super week! 

  

Year 7 had a great start to the week with their 

House Bake Off for the European Day of  

Languages. Thank you to those students who  

participated. All students were given epraise 

points. Mrs Weatherley has written more about 

this later in this edition. Congratulations to 

Bob, Tom, Felicity, Skye, Grace, William, Jess 

LS, Alex, Molly, Maecie and Jess B. It was so 

difficult to judge I have to say. 

 

The year 7s House compet-

itiveness then crept into 

our site work as a team of 

litter pickers volunteered 

to pick up some points for 

Billesley, Greville, 

Oversley and Ragley too 

this week. Thank you to 

Jess and Drew in year 9 

for leading this with me 

and to the year 7s  

involved. A team picture 

will follow over the next few weeks. 

 

We are looking forward to seeing year 7 parents 

and carers in school next week for the Meet The 

Tutor event on Thursday. SLT will be around if 

you need to speak with us along with  

Miss Hammond, year 7 leader and Mrs Bush, 

SENCo. This event is live, in person, in 

school. We have simply used School Cloud to 

help book appointments only. 

  

Our year 11s have had their preliminary  

revision timetable published this week. We 

started with Week A. Week beginning 

3rd October is Week B.  

 

Thank you to Mr Young and the team, (to  

include valued former students), that came to 

talk to year 11s this morning about life in the 

sixth form at AGS. Further student talks  

continue across this term by different post 16 

providers. Our students in year 11 should be 

starting to think about completing post 16  

applications around now. As a reminder, year 

11 parents’ evening is Thursday 20th October 

via School Cloud. Our careers advisor, Miss 

Bartlett has posted the designated Google 

Classroom that advertises all Open Events for 

Post 16 providers later in the bulletin. Year 11s 

are all members of this classroom. 

 

Mr Cooke led an assembly this week around  

starting revision and how to strike a balance 
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between this and continuing to do other hobbies 

and activities. 

  

Thank you to our year 11 Prefects who picked up 

their in-school duties this week. This linked nicely 

to Mrs Woodman’s assemblies about Being A Good 

Citizen and respecting the school values. 

  

Thank you – PTA Meeting 

I am grateful to the parents who joined us last 

night for our first Friends of Alcester Academy 

meeting via TEAMS. The next meeting is 

Thursday 13th October at 7pm, live in school.  

 

Save the date – Summer Bash on Saturday 

15th July 2023. 

  

Parent Forum—Homework 

We are looking forward to seeing parents of those 

students in year 7-10 next Tuesday 4th October for 

our first Parent Forum. It runs from 6-7pm and 

will be covering homework and reporting. This will 

be on TEAMS so that you can stay in the comfort of 

your home to listen. At this meeting, we will aim to 

show you how you can see your child’s homework 

schedule via Google, if you are unfamiliar with this 

platform.  

Please contact admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk if 

you wish to be sent the link for this event. 

Key to the door – 21 years! 

So, this week was quite a momentous week in 

school as six staff celebrated their 21 years’ service 

with us. Initially at Alcester High School, then  

Alcester Technology College and then finally, at 

Alcester Academy. We are very grateful to  

Mr Rossiter, Mr Hollis, Miss Burgess, Mrs Evason, 

Mrs Quirke and Miss Buckthorp. 

  

Uniform 

Thank you for continuing to 

support smart uniform 

standards. As a reminder, 

hi-tops are not permitted as 

footwear. Please don’t buy 

these for school. I am aware 

that they can be very expen-

sive and don’t want you to 

waste money. For those of 

you not up to date with this 

term, these are hi-tops  

pictured on the right.  

 

The students continue to look really smart at 

school. We are encouraging them to continue to 

look as good coming to, and from school. With the 

wet weather coming, a coat is now a useful item 

and we have noted more students wearing jumpers 

as an extra layer now. This is lovely to see. 

Thank you for continuing to support the ‘no hoodie’ 

rule. This will continue as the weather gets cooler. 
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Discounts and offers - Help for 

Households Please keep up to date 

with this website as it is adding 

household information and up-

dates all of the time. Here are just 

two of the links found within it: 

Help with my bills | CCW (ccwater.org.uk) See 

link for help with water bills 

Council tax rebate: factsheet - GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk) And support for Council Tax rebates 

here 

Martin Lewis offers superb advice on his website. 

This is updated regularly: Money Saving Expert: 

Energy Help, Credit Cards, Flight Delays, Shop-

ping and more 

We have added details on how to access our 

‘pre-loved’ uniform to the school website. Please 

visit: https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/life-at-

alcester-academy/uniform. 

 

 

 

https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/discounts-and-offers/
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/discounts-and-offers/
https://www.ccwater.org.uk/households/help-with-my-bills/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/council-tax-rebate-factsheet
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/council-tax-rebate-factsheet
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/life-at-alcester-academy/uniform
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/life-at-alcester-academy/uniform
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COVID-19 cases 

We are seeing a few more covid-19 cases creeping 

back in this week. Please remain vigilant.  

Mrs Taylor, attendance officer has written to all 

parents this week to include details of the isolation 

period required. 

 

Cases this week: 

Year 7—1 case 

Year 8—no cases 

Year 9—1 case 

Year 10—2 cases 

Year 11—no cases 

 

 

SEND Updates 

We are overwhelmed currently with reports being 

requested by professionals that are supporting 

families with SEND diagnosis’ right now. A typical 

example is a request for a neurological assessment 

for ASD. We aim to complete the school section of 

any request made but please be aware that this 

takes time, and we do involve all teachers for any 

student in order to get a thorough picture. 

 

Professionals are recommending 

that families use the Warwick-

shire Dimensions tool to provide 

some self-help strategies. 

https://dimensions.covwarkpt.nhs.uk/ 

 

The Dimensions of Health and Wellbeing is a free 

online tool providing personalised information to 

support an individual's well-being and mental 

health. The Dimensions report it creates provides 

information that is relevant to the ratings made on 

each of the Dimensions. It can be used to find 

selfcare, local support groups and telephone help 

lines, and services offered through various organi-

sations and the NHS. 

  

Ofsted Parent View 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

The parent voice platform for your views is now re-

open again for the academic year 2022-23. Each 

year, it requires parents to re-enter their views 

please. If you can spare the time to do this, I’d be 

very grateful remembering that any concerns 

should be raised with the school directly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Epraise 

Epraise is now available 

for parents to view reward 

points and demerits. We 

encourage parents to keep 

up to date with behaviour 

using this platform 

TikTok Concerns 

All students in years 7-10 have been spoken to 

about the negativity that occurs as a result of post-

ing derogatory comments on TikTok about the 

school or their peers. If I could ask you to follow 

this up at home in a conversation, I would be 

grateful. I would also ask that you check your 

child’s social media accounts from time to time to 

avoid any situations escalating unnecessarily.  

This area of our children’s lives takes up so much 

valuable school time with staff having to unpick, 

and rectify situations that should never have  

occurred in the first place. 

 

 

 

https://dimensions.covwarkpt.nhs.uk/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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Bus Turning Circle 

Please could we ask that parents do not park in or 

approach the bus circle in the morning / afternoon 

or attempt to get on any of the buses. If you have 

any concerns or your child has left anything on the 

bus, please contact the bus company directly or let 

the school office know.  

 

Filming on phones 

Phones should not be out in school at any time. 

Please talk to students about the importance of not 

using phones to record in school, or record peers 

wearing school uniform at any time. On safeguard-

ing grounds, this is of the utmost importance to 

everyone. 

Mr Moffatt, Head of PE has written about a busy 

footballing week later on in this edition. Our teams 

have been busy competing again this week. Well 

done to all students involved! 

Sponsorship  

I am searching for a local company who might be 

willing to help sponsor a new year 7 football strip 

for the Academy please. If you are aware of any 

leads regarding this, can you let me 

know head@alcesteracademy.org.uk.  

Thanks so much! 

I think that’s all now for this week’s update. The 

school has felt very purposeful and calm this week. 

I am extremely proud of how the students have 

returned from their summer break with an intent 

to positively apply themselves within the  

classroom. 

Wishing you all a relaxing weekend ahead. 

 

Best wishes 

Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher 

mailto:head@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Open Evening 2022 

A special thank you to all pupils who supported 

during open evening last Thursday. Car 

parkers, front of house, refreshments, subject 

helpers and tour guides (the list goes on) -  it 

was great to see so many proud and excited 

pupils who took to their roles with so much pro-

fessionalism whilst looking after over 250 inter-

ested families. A credit to the Academy! A men-

tion must go to our former students who found 

time to spare from the busy start at their new 

destinations. All pupils have received epraise 

points and should be really proud in their  

representation of our community.  

Mr Cooke 

MFL European Day of Languages  

Congratulations to all students who participated 

in the MFL European Day of Languages Bake-

Off competition. 

There were some beautifully decorated and well 

thought out entries. All participants will receive 

a prize and certificate next week - merci bien! 

 

Winner - Alex - year 7 

2nd - Will - year 7 

3rd - Grace - year 7 

Runners up - Tom—year 7, Felicity—year 7, 

Skye—year 8, Jess LS—year 9, Maecie—year 9, 

Jess B—year 7, Molly—year 8. 

Lost Property Drop  

There will be a Lost Property Drop on  

Wednesday 5th October 3.45pm to 4.30pm  

in the school hall. 

 

All parents and carers are invited to come and 

check for any items that have been lost or  

misplaced in school. 

 

Thank you, Mrs Bennett 
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Our year 11 resistant materials GCSE group went 

to Silverstone this week, on an informative STEM 

day. The students were looking at the materials 

and cost involved in making an F1 car. They were 

lucky enough to have a tour of the heritage track, 

see the interactive museum and participate in a 

workshop.   

 

Car makers Porsche had hired the track for the 

day, and were testing one of their new cars which 

we got to watch during our lunch break! 

 

This was an invaluable experience for the  

students, who can now use this knowledge and 

photographs in their DT and Art projects. 

 

Miss Wincup 

Students visit Silverstone 
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Top House this week: Billesley! 

Top House Epraise points this week: Billesley! 

 
Top House students on Epraise this week:  

Billesley – Skye 8NE 

Ragley – Luke 11BR 

Greville – Lillia 11BR 

Oversley – Jess 9RO 

 

European Day of Languages  
Congratulations to the following Houses and students who won the  

European Day of Languages cake competition!  

1st place – Oversley House with student Alex 

2nd place – Oversley House with student William  

3rd place – Billesley House with student Grace 

 
Expect more House points next week for the continued efforts  

during European Day of Languages this week.  

 

 

Design a shield competition 

During tutor time, students in years 7, 8, 9 and 10 are going to design their new House shields!  

 

They need to consider:  

 

Their House name and colour 

The history behind their House 

The values behind their House 

 

This is due on Monday 31st October and to be handed into myself or their tutors.  

Any questions or extra entries, please come and see me (E1).  

Miss Lewis 
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Epraise Leaderboard—past 7 days 

 

Top Students—past 7 days: 

1 Jess   9RO   52 points 

2 Felicity  7KA  48 points 

3 Luke   11BR  46 points 

3 Charlie 9SO  46 points 

5 William  7KA  43 points 

6 Alex   7KA  42 points 

7 Layla   10ST  41 points 

8 Jessica  7RA  39 points 

9 Skye   8NE  38 points 

9 Sophie  10MG  38 points 
 
 

Top Tutor—past 7 days: 

1 11BR  674 points 

2 7KA  604 points 

3 7WI  556 points 

4 7LE  463 points 

5 7RA  454 points 

6 11HK  438 points 

7 9HL  432 points 

8 9SO  431 points 

9 9PW  430 points 

10 10BW  407 points 

 

Top Staff—past 7 days: 

1 Mrs Mellors  906 points 

2 Mr Bastock  814 points 

3 Mr Martin  776 points 

4 Mr Bowater  742 points 

5 Mr Yarrington 583 points 

6 Miss Lewis  579 points 

7 Mrs Stedman 548 points 

8 Miss Taylor  534 points 

9 Mr Rossiter  424 points 

10 Mr Anderson 374 points 
 

 

Top Subjects—past 7 days: 

1 Maths      1487 points 

2 Science  1451 points 

3 Geography  1322 points 

4 English  901 points 

5 History  769 points 

6 IT   643 points 

7 Art   570 points 

8 French  326 points 

9 Computing  173 points 

10 Design Technology 89 points 
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Term Dates 2022-23 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2022 

School closed   Monday 5th & Tuesday 6th September 2022 

     Teacher training days 

 

Autumn Term begins 

Years 7 and 11 only  Wednesday 7th September 2022 

Years 8, 9 and 10 only  Thursday 8th September 2022 

All students back   Friday 9th September 2022 

 

Half term    Monday 24th October – Friday 28th October 2022 

Back to school   Monday 31st October 2022 

   

Autumn Term ends  Friday 16th December 2022 at 12.40pm 

  

SPRING TERM 2023 

School closed   Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

     Teacher training day 

 

Spring Term begins  Wednesday 4th January 2023 

 

Half Term     Monday 20th – Friday 24th February 2023 

Back to school   Monday 27th February 2023 

  

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 31st March 2023 at 12.40pm 

  

SUMMER TERM 2023 

Summer Term begins  Monday 17th April 2023 

 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 1st May 2023 

 

Half Term     Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2023 

Back to school   Monday 5th June 2023 

     

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 
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The maths team are very excited the announce the 

start of our BRAND NEW house problem solving 

competition! Every fortnight three thought-

provoking problems will be posted and students 

can submit their solutions into the entry box  

located in M2 (see photo). Regardless of year group, 

students can enter themselves for any question 

bronze, silver or gold. Check out our first set of 

challenges for students above.  

 

Deadline is 3rd October 2022 for these  

questions. Make sure to check the bulletin every 

week to see what the current problems are!  

 

 

 

The best solutions earn 10 points for their House 

along with a certificate to take home for their 

achievement. As well as being a great way for stu-

dents to earn points for their Houses, we hope that 

from this competition students can engage with 

maths in more real-life contexts, and use the 

knowledge and understanding they have already to 

work on developing their problem solving skills, a 

transferable skill that can be applied to whatever 

students go on to do in the future. Most of all 

though, we hope they (and parents at home!) have 

fun tackling these challenges together!  

 

Miss Home 

MATHS—House Problem Solving 
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Extra Curricular activities are now all fully  

running. We've had a great first week with many 

students taking advantage of the wonderful  

opportunities available to them.  

It's still not too late to join. If your child is still  

interested, then please speak to the leader involved 

and start taking part.  

Miss Sacco 

Extra Curricular Autumn Timetable  
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Year 11 can now find all information regarding 

post-16 open events on their Google Classroom.  

 

The majority of provisions are requesting  

they book in advance  

and I have included the links to do this.  

 

The Post-16 Google classroom code is 

wauovgl 

Careers Zone News 

For further  

details please  

click here:  

https://investin.org/ 

https://investin.org/
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School Attendance 

Whole School attendance this week—93.3% 

 

This week's top tutor groups: 

7WI — 99.3% - brilliant! 

8NE — 93.2% - brilliant! 

9RO — 96% - brilliant! 

10MG — 96.3% - brilliant! 

11BA — 95.9% - brilliant! 

 

Thank you for your continued support and I 

look forward to working with you to achieve 

the best possible attendance.  

Mrs Paula Taylor—Attendance Officer 

 

Mrs Taylor will be sending out a thorough update 

regarding attendance for you all very shortly.  

Mrs Mellors 
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Purpose of the Role  

To provide effective professional secretarial and administrative support to the Senior Leadership 

Team and School Business Manager. Please view the advert on the school website.  

 

The Application Process  

Please complete an Alcester Academy application form which can be found on our website. 

A written statement in support of your application will be accepted but we do not consider CVs.  

The application deadline is 12 noon on Friday 7th October 2022  

Interviews will take place during week beginning 17th October 2022  

If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy or wish to visit the school, please contact:  

admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk  

We look forward to receiving your application  

Full Time—Working Term Time Only  

(39 weeks including 5 Teacher Training days)  

Scale F range 6-11 FTE £20,043 starting salary (pay award pending) 

(Actual pro rata £16,799)  

Closing Date: Friday 7th October at 12 noon  

Interviews: Week beginning 17th October 2022  

Starting: ASAP  

Vacancy 

SLT Support Administrator 

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies


 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 18 

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

Sporting fixtures 

An outstanding week of sport for our students this week with five 

competitions and fixtures running alongside club practises. 

  

Well done to all who competed in the fixtures this week: 

Year 11 Girls Football tournament – 3rd place 

Year 10 Football v Shipston (Away) – 6-2 

Year 7 Football v Studley (Home) – 1-3 

Year 11 Netball tournament - 6th place  

Year 9 Football v Stratford (Home) - 0-6 

  

Top right: The football  

equipment donated recently  

to Alcester Academy. 
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

Sports Clubs—week beginning 3/10/22 

Practise changes due to fixtures and competition: 

• Year 10 Football— to train on Wednesday. 

• Internal x-country trial to represent South Warwickshire schools  

x-country to be held at Alcester Academy  

on Wednesday 5th October – all years welcome. 

• Year 7/8/9 Boys Rugby will train on Thursday alongside years 10/11. 

  

Football equipment donation  

We are incredibly grateful for an extremely generous donation received from local resident Mr Vale 

consisting of: football nets, corner flags, a respect barrier and some training equipment. This  

equipment will allow for hundreds of Alcester Academy students over the coming years to access 

competitive football matches in League and Cup competition. From all staff, students and parents at 

Alcester Academy, we would like to thanks Mr Vale for this donation. 

 

Fixtures message 

I would like to welcome all parents to Alcester Academy to support our students this academic year 

at sporting fixtures. This half-term football fixtures will predominantly be played on the school site. 

Please come along and support our students as we enter league and cup competition for every year 

group. Home football matches will be played on the school site for year 7 and on the top field for years 

8-11. Mr Moffatt, Head of PE 

  


