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31st March 2023 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dear parents and carers, 

  

Welcome to the end of 

term! We’ve had a jam 

packed week here again. 

The finer details of our 

KS3 Swimming Gala and 

Sports Awards Evening 

held last night will be in 

the first edition when we 

return after Easter. It was 

a true delight to hear from our guest speaker at 

the Awards last night, Amy Smith, GB Olympic 

swimmer. To say that both events were a huge 

success however would be very fitting.  

Congratulations to all those students who com-

peted and to our sports nominees as well as the 

winners. We are very proud of you all.  It was 

great to see Mr Moffatt back in school this week 

after his nasty ski injury. Thanks to Mr Powell 

for stepping in to help us during his absence. 

 

We also held various interviews in school this 

week and I am grateful to so many of our  

students who sup-

ported this process 

either in lessons,  

assembly or via the 

student voice panels 

that we host. As 

ever, our visitors 

spoke very highly  

of the school and  

the students.  
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Mrs Stedman, head of geography hosted six visi-

tors into her year 8 geography lesson as just one 

example of the lengths that staff go to support 

what we do. Thank you to the governors for sup-

porting these interviews, and for their unfailing 

support over this term. Our Chair of Governors, 

Mike Dean has spent his entire week with us in-

volved in various aspects of school life. Remember, 

that this is all work as volunteers too. I am so 

grateful to each governor.  

Some of you may well be aware that we have been 

advertising for a new Deputy Headteacher. A rigor-

ous process was held over two days this week to 

appoint a new Deputy ready for September 2023. 

With sadness, Mrs Woodman will be taking a very 

early retirement from teaching at the end of the 

summer term in July. Mrs Woodman has been a 

huge support to me, and within the school over the 

last four years. I feel extremely privileged to have 

worked alongside her throughout some of the 

toughest years in education with the pandemic.  

I will miss her friendship and support very much 

indeed. 

 

As the Academy evolves however, I am delighted to 

announce that Mr Cooke will step up to be our new 

Deputy Headteacher from September 2023. This is 

a well-deserved promotion after his hard work 

within the school. Many congratulations Mr Cooke!  

Of course, this now means that we will need to  

appoint a new Assistant Head teacher to the team 

very soon. I will keep you updated. 

  

We were joined by Lucy Clarke from SEND Sup-

ported yesterday (https://www.sendsupported.com/) 

for our coffee morning to celebrate Neurodiversity 

Celebration Week and Autism Acceptance Week. 

Thank you to Mrs Bush for arranging this and 

those parents who attended. We value the work  

of SEND Supported within the school very much 

indeed.  

   

Reflecting back over this term, yet again, we have 

tried to provide an array of exciting and challeng-

ing opportunities for the students. I enjoy looking 

back over the weekly bulletins as a reminder of 

these events. I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank all of the staff for helping to make these 

events happen each week. Meticulous planning 

goes into each opportunity for the students behind 

the scenes. I have added the 2023 staff picture to 

the end of my update this week; I’m sure that 

you’ll agree on how fantastic the whole team are at 

Alcester Academy. 

 

We’ve had a very short half term and the staff have 

worked extremely hard for the students. I wish 

them a very restful break ahead.  

 

I always like hosting a whole school assembly, and 

today, I addressed the school whilst reflecting on 

the students’ amazing achievements throughout 

this term. The fabulous character of our entire  

student body is worth celebrating, and I felt that  

it was important to 

do this after the 

negative behaviours 

of just a few stu-

dents last week. I 

am very pleased to 

let you know that  

everything is  

much more 

settled now. 

 

 

https://www.sendsupported.com/
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A message from  
Warwickshire Whale Pod… 

After our success at the trade fair in Leamington 

Spa, where we won the Best Customer  

Service award, Warwickshire Whale Pod is  

now selling tote bags in school!  

 

If you are interested in buying one of our hand 

printed tote bags, please visit the Careers Zone 

after the Easter break. Prices will be displayed 

there.  

Thank you—WWP 

Thank you Mr Alexander 

This week, we said a very sad 

goodbye to Mr Paul Alexander 

after 45 years working at the 

school! That is quite something 

I’m sure that you’ll agree.  

 

During his time with us, he 

progressed from a role as a 

teacher of technology and maths, to be Deputy 

Head teacher and more recently, our ICT Manag-

er.  

 

Mr Alexander’s hard work helped the school to 

become one of the first specialist technology colleg-

es in England at a time when the educational 

landscape was changing significantly. 

  

It might interest you to know that he was also 

solely responsible for getting the school its first 

computer! I hear that it was a huge feat at the 

time! 

  

In his past, Mr Alexander helped to support sever-

al school trips to include skiing to Austria. He has 

been a significant community advocate in Alcester 

to include the operatic society where he met Man-

dy, his late and very dear wife. I understand that 

they met in the lead romantic roles in one of their 

productions! 

 

Mr Alexander’s children, Simon and Ruth came 

through the school as students and have gone on 

to be very successful in their chosen careers. 

  

More recently, Mr Alexander has been made a 

trustee of The Greig Hall where we all hope to see 

him in the future. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank  

Mr Alexander for his dedication to the school over 

a tremendous number of years on behalf of us all. 

We wish you all the best.  

  

Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

Please don’t forget to make appointments for year 

8 parents’ evening directly after Easter. This will 

be on SchoolCloud. 
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Year 9 Maths 

Congratulations to those year 9s who have made 

it thorough to the second round of the Edge Hill 

University Maths Competition: 

 

Maya 

Em 

Caja 

Onny 

Xanthe 

Jessica 

Evie 

Imogen 

Poppy 

 

Year 10 opportunity 

Miss Buckthorp launched our student leadership 

opportunities last week in assembly with all year 

10s. This is an opportunity for the students to 

become prefects or apply to become one of our 

Student Captains. 

 

We are wishing our year 10s the best of luck as 

they head in to their exams after Easter. 3:2 days 

start upon our return to school therefore. 

  

Year 11s 

Despite there being no formal in school sessions 

over Easter for year 11s, Google Classrooms have 

been populated with plenty of revision material 

for the students. They have all been working on 

their revision plans this week in readiness for 

some study over the holiday period. 

 

Thank you to AGS for visiting us earlier this 

week to conduct the sixth form interviews with 

year 11. We are always grateful for this. St Bene-

dict’s will be interviewing in school after Easter.  

  

Uniform over Easter 

Thank you for ensuring that the students always 

look so smart. Please take the time away from 

school to update any items as needed. Could you 

be sure that no extra piercings are added over 

this time. We will have a pre-loved uniform sale 

again next term. Any good quality donations are 

always appreciated if you are having a clear out 

over Easter. 

 

Don’t forget that shorts are back after Easter. 

Please ensure that these are mid grey, tailored, 

knee length, with no cargo pockets on the side. 

This is for girls and boys. 

 

Our girls should remain in tights with skirts 

please. If the weather temperature changes, we 

will review this. 

  

Fire Practice 

We held a planned, but unannounced fire practice 

on Monday. I’m delighted to report that all of the 

students evacuated in a timely and mature  

manner. 

  

Congratulations to... 

The Alcester Scout Group pictured here last 

weekend at the presentation with the Warwick-

shire County Commissioner, who was awarding 

the winner's trophy for a walking competition in 

the Peak District recently.  This was their last 

Scouting event as they progress to Explorers  

during Easter. We are all very proud of them. 
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What a difference 

We were celebrating the huge difference to the 

grounds since lockdown after Kerri Sparkes hard 

work at the weekends! 

Safeguarding over Easter 

We have posted details on the home page of the 

website of what to do if you have any safeguarding 

concerns over the Easter break. Key staff will be 

having some time off over the holiday and so  

responses may not be as efficient as usual. 

  

Social Media 

Thank you to many of you who brought to my  

attention the video that has been circulating on 

social media, involving young people behaving  

extremely badly and disrespectfully at Bidford 

Cemetery last Sunday. Despite this happening at 

the weekend, you’ll be aware of the high expecta-

tions that I promote with students at the Academy 

at all times. I want to assure you that the gover-

nors at school were involved on Sunday, as I was 

made aware of this, and so too have the police. 

We absolutely stand firm as a school that this will 

not be tolerated. The students involved did receive 

a school sanction despite this happening over the 

weekend. The governors and I felt that their  

actions brought the academy into much disrepute.  

  

In sad news 

We heard that Brian Cobb, a former SLT member 

at the school very sadly passed away last weekend. 

We are sending our deepest condolences to his  

family at this difficult time.   

  

Special birthday 

We are wishing Miss Buckthorp a VERY special 

and significant birthday over Easter. Have a great 

day Miss Buckthorp! 

Next term 

We continue to have lots of events to look forward 

to next term. Our MFL Pen Friends arrive for a 

visit to Stratford during the first week of the sum-

mer term. The Acoustic Night for Alcester Rock 

Academy takes place next half term, we have the 

options process beginning for year 8 students,  

various parents’ evenings are planned and super 

learning days.  
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We have Nadhim Zahawi visiting school, the sum-

mer term will see year 6 Induction, Sports Day, 

Celebration Evening, the Paris residential, 

GCSEs followed by the year 11 Prom and many 

other things. This does not even mention the  

Coronation of a new King to celebrate!  

I will post a key dates list for you all after Easter. 

  

On behalf of all of the staff and governors, I wish 

you a safe and restful Easter break ahead.  

Thank you all for such tremendous support again 

this term. 

  

With best wishes 

Sarah Mellors—Headteacher 

  

Safeguarding over the Easter period 

We will be taking some time off over Easter.  

If you need any support over this period of time, please see contacts at: 
 

https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/ 
 

For urgent concerns - if you have an urgent child protection concern and need to 

get in touch with Front Door please call 01926 414144.  

 

Lines are open:  

Monday to Thursday - 8.30am – 5:30pm  

Friday - 8.30am – 5:00pm 

Out of hours - if you need to get in touch out of usual office hours, please 

contact the Emergency Duty Team immediately on 01926 886922. 

 

Emergencies - if you think that a child is at immediate risk, contact the police  

immediately on 999. 

 

Non-urgent concerns - complete the Multi Agency Contact Form and send to email.  

 

To report a crime or raise a concern about abuse with Warwickshire Police, you can 

phone non-emergency number on: 101.  

 

But if it is an emergency always dial: 999 

https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/
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This morning saw our annual Easter Egg Hunt take place,  
with over 500 Easter Eggs on offer! The students had to find a token  

and then go to the hall to claim their prize.  

It was a lovely way to end the term. Miss Buckthorp 
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Congratulations to our Spring term winners! 

Katie 10ST Student of the Term - Best Attainment 

Leo  10YA Student of the Term - Best Attainment 

Isabelle  11BA Student of the Term - Best Attainment 

Romano 11HK Student of the Term - Best Attainment 

William 7KA Student of the Term - Best Attainment 

Amelia 7LE Student of the Term - Best Attainment 

Natasha 8BI Student of the Term - Best Attainment 

Dylan 8TY Student of the Term - Best Attainment 

Osian 9PW Student of the Term - Best Attainment 

Chloe 9SO Student of the Term - Best Attainment 

Diana 10BW Student of the Term - Best Progress 

Dylan 10HE Student of the Term - Best Progress 

Cameron 11BR Student of the Term - Best Progress 

Lucy 11HK Student of the Term - Best Progress 

Min-Seo 7RA Student of the Term - Best Progress 

Anthony 7RA Student of the Term - Best Progress 

Lottie  8MA Student of the Term - Best Progress 

Charlie 8MO Student of the Term - Best Progress 

Hannah 9AN Student of the Term - Best Progress 

Jack  9RO Student of the Term - Best Progress 

Ashlyn  8MO Epraise Student of the Spring Term 

Annabelle  7LE Epraise Student of the Spring Term 

Toby  7LE Epraise Student of the Spring Term 

Luke  11BR Epraise Student of the Spring Term 

Toby  11BR Epraise Student of the Spring Term 

Immy  8TY Epraise Student of the Spring Term 

Ted 11BR Epraise Student of the Spring Term 

Jasmine  7KA Epraise Student of the Spring Term 

Zoe  10BW Epraise Student of the Spring Term 

Ollie 8MO Epraise Student of the Spring Term 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 9 

Outstanding coursework in the DT department 

Incredible photography captured using a trail camera set up  
by one of our year 11 photographers.  

Max is a wildlife enthusiast  
and is basing his photography exam around nature in the news.  

Excellent footage Max—well done!  
Miss Nemeshanyi  

Photography of the Week 
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We are proud to announce that  

a number of our year 9 and 10 

students here at Alcester  

Academy recently took part in 

the UKMT Maths Challenge 

competition.  

 

This national competition is  

designed to challenge and  

inspire students to use their 

mathematical skills in creative 

and engaging ways. Our  

students performed admirably, 

demonstrating a high level of 

proficiency in a range of  

mathematical concepts and  

problem-solving techniques.  

 

A huge congratulations to the 

following students who received 

a Bronze or Silver award: 

 

Year 9 

Archie—Bronze 

Billy—Bronze 

Adam—Bronze 

Em—Bronze 

Charlie—Bronze 

Jessica—Bronze 

Poppy—Bronze 

Archie—Bronze 

Osian—Bronze 

Ellis—Bronze 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 

Josh—Silver 

Leo—Silver 

Jun—Silver 

Josh—Silver 

Esther—Silver 

Rachel—Silver 

Oliver—Bronze 

Chris—Bronze 

Ollie—Bronze 

Sam—Bronze 

George—Bronze 

Noah—Bronze 

Skye—Bronze 

Jess—Bronze 

Archie—Bronze 

Oli—Bronze 

Jefferson—Bronze 

Stefan—Bronze 

Samuel—Bronze 

Thomas—Bronze 

 

We would also like to extend our congratulations to all of our participants, who have shown great  

dedication and enthusiasm in their pursuit of excellence in mathematics. We look forward to continu-

ing to support, encourage and challenge our students in their mathematical endeavours. Miss Home 

UKMT Maths Challenge Competition 
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This week, our students have been finding out 

about neurodiversity, what it is, misconceptions, 

stereotypes, strengths, differences and even  

neurodiverse celebrities. 

 

A huge thank you to Lucy Clarke, from SEND  

Supported, who joined us to give parents and  

students the opportunity to learn even more about 

neurodiversity. On Thursday morning parents 

joined her for an informal coffee morning, sharing 

experiences and raising questions about ASD, 

ADHD, sensory needs, CAMHS, diagnoses and 

awaiting assessments.  

 

At break time, Lucy ran a drop-in session for  

students who wanted to know more about  

neurodiversity or ask her about her job and a  

career in SEND education, and the rest of the day 

she met individually with more of our students. 

Lucy said she’d had a fabulous day and was really 

impressed with all the students she met. We are 

now looking at plans to run similar sessions more 

regularly. 

 

Mrs Bush 

Celebrating Neurodiversity and  

Autism Acceptance Week 
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Last week we talked to students 
about the importance of reporting  
any bullying or unkind behaviour.  

 

We also talked about the  
different types of bullying. 

 

Alcester Academy need to be made 
aware of any bullying or unkind  
behaviour—so that we can support 
our students. 

If there are any concerns please  
report them by talking to your tutor, 
by talking to the staff in LSU, or 
through the Text Academy service.  

 

Miss Buckthorp 

 

Report incidents of bullying,  
theft, cyber issues, crime or anti-social behaviour... 
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Careers News 

Deadly Diseases 
Medical Summer School 
   

In this exciting 4-week programme, students will journey into the 

fascinating world of pathology and learn what it's like to be a doctor. The 

online interactive course combines real-life medical cases with real-time 

clinic simulations and guest speakers from varied specialities to share an 

insight into their lives. Each week we will cover a different set of deadly 

diseases.  

  

The programme will run virtually every Wednesday throughout August 

2023 and is perfect for any student aged 14+ contemplating pursuing a 

career in healthcare. Early bird registration for the entire programme, 

which includes program access, recordings, programme chat board, 

handouts and certificates, is £39.50.  

  

More information and enrolment can be found on our website at: 

https://doctorslive.co.uk/deadlydiseases/ 

Veronica Barry—MBChB MRCS | NHS Doctor 

https://doctorslive.co.uk/deadlydiseases/
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Epraise Leaderboard—Spring Term 2023 

 

Top Students—this term: 

1 Ashlyn  8MO 128 points 

2 Annabelle  7LE 123 points 

3 Toby   7LE 113 points 

4 Luke   11BR 110 points 

5 Toby   11BR 106 points 

5 Immy  8TY 106 points 

7 Ted  11BR 105 points 

8 Jasmine  7KA 104 points 

9 Zoe   10BW 102 points 

9 Ollie   8MO 102 points 

 

Top Tutor—this week: 

1 11BR  681 points 

2 7LE  679 points 

3 9SO  632 points 

4 9HL  611 points 

5 9PW  560 points 

6 8MO  539 points 

7 9AN  536 points 

8 8MA  495 points 

9 8BI  491 points 

10 8NE  490 points 

 

Top Staff—this week: 

1 Mr Rossiter  3855 points 

2 Mrs Weatherley 3335 points 

3 Mr Martin  3319 points 

4 Mr Bastock  3145 points 

5 Mr Yarrington 2370 points 

6 Miss Lewis  2264 points 

7 Miss Burgess 1920 points 

8 Mrs Kowal  1669 points 

9 Mr Jones  1665 points 

10 Miss Home  1581 points 

 

Top Subjects—this term: 

1 Maths  5389 points 

2 History 4937 points 

3 Science 4739 points 

4 French 3426 points 

5 English 3328 points 

6 Geography 3200 points 

7 Art  2338 points 

8 IT  2268 points 

9 PE  950 points 

10 Ethics  822 points 

Wow, what a half term! Congratulations to all of those who have received House points this half 

term. Thanks to all of the entries for the Easter House competition, I am blown away by the number 

of entries. Winners will be announced in the first week back after Easter. 

 

Top House this week: Greville 

Top House this half term: Ragley 

HOUSE IN THE LEAD OVERALL: Ragley 

Top Epraise points this week: Greville 

Top Epraise points this half term: Greville 

Top attendance this half term: Greville 

 

Top students on Epraise this week: 

Billesley – Grace (7LE)       Ragley – Archie (11HK) 

Greville – Alizee (7WI)    Oversley – Zara (7RA) 

Miss Lewis 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 18 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 19 

Whole school attendance, year to date, is 

93.4%.  

 

Congratulations to the top tutors this term 

 

7RA—96.7%—Top tutor over all years! 

8MO—93.6% 

9SO—96.5% 

10YA—96% 

11BR—95.8% 

 

Thank you for your continued support with  

attendance this term. We have over 200 students 

whose attendance has improved since the Autumn 

term, they have received certificates today in 

recognition of their hard work and commitment.  

 

This is a family celebration as we appreciate the 

hard work and dedication at home in ensuring 

your son/daughter attends each day. 

 

We are still aiming for 95% during the Summer 

term. Please contact Mrs Taylor should you have 

any worries or concerns that may affect your 

son/daughter's attendance upon return to school. 

paulataylor@alcesteracademy.org.uk.   

 

Mrs Taylor—Attendance Officer 

Attendance News 

Term Dates 

SUMMER TERM 2023 

Summer Term begins  Monday 17th April 2023 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 1st May 2023 

Bank Holiday   Monday 8th May 2023 

Half Term     Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2023 

Back to school   Monday 5th June 2023   

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2023 

School closed   Friday 1st September 2023  

     Disaggregated teacher training day 

     Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th September 2023 

     Teacher training days 

 

Autumn Term begins 

Years 7 and 11 only  Wednesday 6th September 2023 

Years 8, 9 and 10 only  Thursday 7th September 2023 

All students back   Friday 8th September 2023 

School closed   Friday 27th October 2023  

     Teacher training day 

Half term    Monday 30th October – Friday 3rd November 2023 

Back to school   Monday 6th November 2023 

Autumn Term ends  Friday 22nd December 2023 at 12.40pm 

mailto:paulataylor@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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 Government Funded Initiative  
to help people back to work after a break from childcare 

or caring responsibilities   

 

STEM Returners and Women Returners are excited to 

launch STEM ReCharge, a free-of-charge Return to 

Work Support Programme for 100 tech and 

engineering professionals based in the North of 

England and the Midlands. The programme is open to 

all genders who have taken a caring-related career 

break of 12 months or more. 

Participants on the programme will benefit from 

expert return-to-work coaching and skills training, 

sector-specific technical skills refreshing, mentoring 

and connection with a like-minded peer group. 

More information on this opportunity along with the 

link to register are available here: STEM ReCharge 

Return to Work Support Programme - STEM 

Returners 

https://www.stemreturners.com/stem-recharge-return-to-work-support-programme/
https://www.stemreturners.com/stem-recharge-return-to-work-support-programme/
https://www.stemreturners.com/stem-recharge-return-to-work-support-programme/
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Are you an ambitious senior leader looking for an Assistant Headteacher post in a school of 

hard working and well-behaved students? Could you inspire a team of teachers determined 

to deliver an engaging curriculum and secure the best possible outcomes for our committed 

students? Are you a leader who will develop staff, including the leadership team, and help 

them realise their own ambitions? 

 

Alcester Academy is a high performing 11-16 school in the south of Warwickshire with 650 

students on roll and a proven record of GCSE success.  

  

The post holder will be expected to lead on: 

• Teaching and learning pedagogy and research based development 

• Senior Leadership of ECTs and ITT 

• Progress (including data and pupil premium) 

• Line Management of Specific Subject areas 

• Internal exams 

• Homework 

• Whole School literacy and numeracy 

• Extra-curricular and recovery learning 

• Open Week and marketing of school events 

• Staff Voice 

 

Visits to the school are encouraged; please contact admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk to make 

an appointment.  

 

Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 

young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Enhanced DBS 

disclosure is required for appointment to this post. 

Scale: L11 - 15 

Closing date: Wednesday 3rd May at 12 noon 

Interview date: WC 8th May 2023 

Starting: September 2023 

Vacancy—Assistant Headteacher 

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

Student Spotlight 

Toby Ellis – Cross Country 

Well done and congratulations to Toby in year 7 

who ran for Warwickshire at the year 7 National 

Cross-Country Championships in Loughbrough 

last weekend. Qualification alone for this event is 

impressive and the event saw Toby compete 

against some of the best runners across the  

country. 

 

Toby has an excellent run in tough conditions.  

We are all very proud of your achievement –  

congratulations! 

 

This week’s results 

Our school football season concluded this week 

with year 10 taking on Aylesford School in the 

District shield semi-final and year 8 taking on 

Henley in the District League. Well done to all 

students who represented the school in these fix-

tures.  

 

A full season report for football will be posted in 

the school bulletin after Easter. 
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

This week’s round up 

In a busy but excellent end to Spring term our 

students have experienced our first ever KS3 

House Swimming Gala and our annual Sports 

Awards Evening. Both events were a great suc-

cess and we look forward to sharing all of our stu-

dents sporting achievements and a round up of 

winter-curriculum sport in the bulletin after 

Easter.  

 

Congratulations to all students who have trained 

and competed for our sports clubs this term! 

 

 

 

Extra-curricular sport – Summer term 

The sport timetable and information for summer 

term is currently being finalised and the Summer 

Sports Clubs Offer will be published after the 

Easter break.  

 

All summer sports clubs (lunchtime and after-

school) will  begin during the 2nd week back – 

from 24th April 2023.  

 

We hope you have a restful Easter and return 

after the break ready to take on opportunities 

within summer sports – athletics, cricket,  

rounders and tennis. 


