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Good afternoon,

I hope that you had a relaxing half term break.
Itis lovely to have the students back feeling
refreshed and energised. The atmosphere
around school has been superb this week. Sad-
ly, the field is now out of bounds and so we
have organised various areas of school for the
children to be in during lunchtimes. This has
been communicated with them through tutor
time and assemblies this week. Year 8 and 9
and year 10 and 11 are sharing the largest
playground for footballing on a rota basis with
each set of students getting their turn every
other week. This controls play and keeps every-
one as safe as possible.

Huge well done today to 8X3 for a successful
non-uniform fund raiser. The group worked
hard in their recent RE lesson to research
suitable charity causes in the local area. All
proceeds today will go to the Alcester Café (for
families suffering with dementia) and to the
Shakespeare Hospice. As it stands, monies
raised today are £757. Thank you for your
support with this.

Alcester Café @

Supporting people with Dementia and their carers

* www. al cesteracademy. or g.

| appreciate that we are in
financially hard times right
now. As such, we are adapt-
ing any future fund raisers
to reflect this. Our next two
drives are on:

Friday 25th  November
2022 6 Donations for prizes
for the School Fund Raising
Quiz would be appreciated.
These will form hampers. Students can wear
non-school uniform on this date. The goods
requested can be cost limited, and are
suggested as follows:

uk *

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

Biscuits
Examples include chocolate
coated biscuits, or packets of
Penguins, KitKat,
and Breakaways

Chocolates
Examples might include a
Chocolate Orange, large bars
of Dairy Milk,
Matchmakers and a small box

Savoury tinned
goods

Examples include beans,
tuna, corned beef, pie filling,

of Maltesers ek e
Year 10 Year 11 Staff
Boxed cakes Sweet tinned/ Toiletries
Examples include Mr Kipling iar gOOdS These can be given as gifts

(there are other brands
available!) and mince pies

such as shower and bath gels,

Examples include custard, A

fruit, jam and marmalade

Donations containing alcohol can be donated but must be left in reception by an adult

This is our first school

fund raiser in a while and
your support is valued so
much. We are aiming to
raise enough for a class set
of Chrome Books. Where the goods are not used
in prize hampers, they will be donated to the
Arden Food Bank They are very grateful for

our continued support.

foodbank

01789 762285 *
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SUPPORTING

foodbank

We are collecting Friday 25th November upon entry into school
Donations will be used for Prize Hampers for the PTA Friends of

Alcester Academy Fund Raiser happening on Friday 2nd December
All other goods will be donated to Arden Food Bank

Year 7 Year & Year 9
Chocolates Biscuits Savoury tinned
Examples might include a Examples include chocolate gOOdS
Chocolate Orange, large bars coated biscuits, or packets of 2
, _ : ; Examples include beans,
of Dairy Milk, Penguins, KitKat, " R
tuna, corned beef, pie filling,
Matchmakers and a small box and Breakaways
and spam
of Maltesers
Year 70 Year 17 Staff
Boxed cakes Sweet tinned/ Toiletries
Examples include Mr Kipling iar gOOdS These can be given as gifts

(there are other brands
available!) and mince pies

such as shower and bath gels,

Examples include custard, sy iy e Kaths Hopitis

fruit, jam and marmalade

Donations containing alcohol can be donated but must be left in reception by an adult

Help support your PTA and local food bank—thank you!
WEAR NON-UNIFORM IN EXCHANGE

* www. al cesteracademy. org. uk * 01789 762285 * admin@al ceste



Friday 16th December 2022 & Save The Chil-
dren National Christmas Jumper Day (Festive
jumpers are essential!) A £1 donation is suggested
nearer the time through the School Gateway.

,-"s{&vethecmldren
*-*) CHRISTMAS
227 JUMPER DAY

Mrs Spicer and

Mrs Hall, our midday
supervisors, got into the
Halloween spirit on
Monday here at school.
It certainly gave me a
fright when they ap-
peared at my office
door! Thank you to
them for making us all
smile! Only at

Alcester Academy!
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In news this week, year 10 had a special assembly
on Monday to launch the benefits of Work Experi-
encefi March 13 -17th 2023. This is a super oppor-
tunity for the students to embrace some further
responsibilities and consider their life beyond
school. The students were all given a booklet and
letter about this with further details for you.

Miss Bartlett oversees this opportunity for the
students CareerZone@alcesteracademy.org.uk. If
your employer could offer a year 10 student a work
experience placement, please make contact.

Our whole staff had national accredited training
from the Autism Education Trust this week. This
will be followed up by a session from our specialist
teacher, Lucy Clarke from SEND Supported.
SEND Training & Support -

Warwickshire

iautism

education trust

Our Greatest Showman
performance tickets
are now on sale on the
School Gateway!

* www. al cesteracademy.

org.

THE EATEST
SHOWMM‘

THE

GREATEST
SHOWMAN

THE GREATEST

HOWAAN
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uk * 01789 admi n@al cest e


mailto:CareersZone@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://sendsupported.com/
https://sendsupported.com/
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Year 10 WhaloawnRoENt eSkperirmeLodge 2023

| had an exciting business meeting with the year Our Skern Lodge trip was launched this week for
10 Whale Pod Company this week looking at the 2023, to current year 8 students. This is such a
opportunities that they are creating to generate fantastic opportunity. We have stated this year
some initial income for their business. that trip opportunities will go out to those with the

highest attendance in the first instance. (On going
medical issues are not part of this).

Parent Forum

| appreciate those year 11 parents who could join

Mrs Woodman and Mr Cooke last night for some

key updates on exam specifications and revision at

our Parent Forum . We did record this event and it

can be found on the website:
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy -
information/parent -forum . I 6m al so very
Year 11 Childcare the Subject Leaders who gave up their evening to

do this in MFL, English, maths and science.

Thank you to Mrs Ballinger and Leo, her son, for
coming in this week to year 11 Childcare to sup-

port the controlled assessment. The students have
to conduct a child study around play and Leo was
more than willing to soak up all of the attention!
This is absolutely above
grateful to Leo for helping out! We all had a lot of

fun. (Thanks Mrs Hands tOthlanky\c/J\{JetoS(frgtfgrcljlsipgnﬁt rStrathrd

As a reminder, year 11 mocks start on

21st November with MFL speaking exams first.
Other subject exams take place starting the week
be inlaing gS th Noveraber. Stugent? all received
thei? focktifetadIC yesteer‘dgy. om very

i |
managed without youl). Avon School Sixth Form for

speaking with year 11s today upon Avon
about post 16 courses. We look & Chool

forward to hearing from .
Stratford College next week. & SIXth Form

Our Saturday School schedule is arranged in the
lead up to mocks and can always be found on the
website:
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/extra -
curricular/saturday -school

A Yd PP PP YT OAET ]I
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Clarification about

| picked up a parental thread on social media this
week about our arrangements for use of toilets in
school and | wanted to add some clarification for
you all.

Each year group has an allocated toilet set to use
at break times. At lunchtime, this applies to the
first half of |l unchti me
goes. The settle bell indicates that students should
have completed all of their errands such as seeing
staff, going to lockers, getting to toilets and they
should then be in situ for the second part of
lunchtime. Students can choose to spend the sec-
ond half of lunchtime in a club, in the LRC, in the
Art rooms or year 11 intervention, sat in the can-
teen, outside playing etc. We have provided many
spaces and opportunities for them.

The first half of lunchtime allows plenty of time for
students to get to the toilet, complete errands and
get their lunch if they are purchasing this from the
canteen. We have a slick and organized routine in
place to allow this to happen. It is very rare that
students are denied the opportunity to go to the
toilet if they need to in the second part of lunch
however. Staff and prefects allow this to happen if
students ask.

Students with toilet passes naturally, show these,

and are allowed to use the facilities as needed. Our

aim is to keep children as safe as possible during
unstructured times and this has to go hand in
hand with some kind of structure in place in order
to achieve this.

| do hope that this allays any concerns for you. We
do work towards the second half of lunch being a
calm and quiet time around the school corridors.
This means that staff can get their break too before
the afternoon session begins.

| would be grateful if parents can approach the
school to clear up any misconceptions about our
routines please rather than to post these on social
media groups. Thank you. This is of huge im-
portance to me. We work very hard at break times
to be sure that students get any necessary opportu-
nities.

* www. al cesteracademy. or g.
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BeppdRemembeasce

Our perspex poppies are available for your

family to sponsor again this year. A £3 donation is
requested via the School Gateway. Your
message and family details will be added to your
poppy before it is displayed. All monies raised will
go to the Alcester Branch of
the British Legion.

THE ROYAL BRITISH

LEGION

poppy after 11th November
can do so by request. All other
poppies are recycled for use in
2023. We have raised £288 so
far.

I look forward to seeing some of you and the
students in various organisations in Alcester on
Sunday 13th November for the Parade. We will be
covering this theme in assemblies next week.

New Chid&d dHeal t h
for parents and

| was over the moon to see that Warwickshire have
added extra support for parents with regard to
childrends medical needs

ChatHealth for parents and carers of school age
children aged 5 to 16

If you are the parent or carer of a child in school,
you can text a school nurse on 07520 619 376,
Monday to Friday, from 9am to S5pm.

You can message outside these times, but you will
get a reply during opening hours.
All chats are confidential.

You can message for advice on all kinds of health
issues, including:

i general health

i child development

1 behaviour

1 toileting advice

1 emotional health and wellbeing

Visit the website for more details:
ChatHealth

message a health visitor school nurse
Warwickshire County Council

€9 ChatHealth

uk *

01789 762285 *
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Speci al visitors Town News

It was so lovely to see Early Career Teachers Window Wanderland is back this year.
visiting us from Tudor Grange on Tuesday. Why not get involved?

Thank you for organising this Mr Bastock. Register here: https://bit.ly/3sLo5yf

School Fund

sz ysmeen - INDOW 4R g WAVDERLAND

received in addition to the £200 that | reported
in the last bulletin edition.

Good news stories Year 7 ®roprobducing.
Well done to Ed, year 9 for passing his Rock We are Hannah and Max, two year 11 prefects
School Grade 5 Guitar Exam with distinction who are going to be running a drop in session for
during half term. year 7s every Thursday lunchtime so that they

can give us any feedback, talk to us about any
Well done Maisy in year 7 who got to play with worries or concerns they have or even ask for help
the NBA over the half term break in Manchester. on those really hard homework questions! We
Wow! hope that by doing this, year 7s have a better re-

lationship with year 11s and we can be more ap-
proachable. We're looking forward to getting to
know the year 7s better and working with them.

m
Year
1s!

Pop in and see Hannah and Max in E2 on
a Thursday lunchtime, anytime before
settle bell, to give us your feedback, talk
to us about any concerns or worries you
have, or just to say hello!

We look forward to seeing you!

Bag2School coll ection

The Environment and Recycling Club have
organised a Bag2School collection for

10th November 2022. Please send any
unwanted clothes, shoes and linens to school on
the morning of 10th

November in a bin bag or

other suitable bag. Feel 2 SC
free to contact Mrs Farnell 00) 60
for more information. (o

Pl ease share any outside school ©6good
stories with me head@alcesteracademy.org.uk.

www. al cesteracademy. org. uk * 01789 762285 * admin@al ceste
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2 WINDOW VANDERLAND

!

Alcester 2023
15t January — 22" January

Pl o
L

INFORMATION FOR SCHOOLS

e Show case your children's creativity
e Let the children experience links with their community

What is it? A brand-new event featuring displays in the front windows and gardens by your area’s
residents. Everyone is invited to make a display which can be big or small, from a simple candle to a
puppet show- it’s totally up to you as anything goes! Participating addresses will be put onto a map
to form a trail on date.

This event is a fun, creative opportunity to light up our community during the dark winter. A chance
to walk around our neighbourhood at night and enjoy it in a whole new light. You can make a display
as individuals or as whole groups — originality and innovativeness are encouraged! Or just come out
on the night to see the windows.

It was started in Bristol in February 2015 by Lucy Reeves and 1 have offered to organise it in your
area, as | feel that this area will really enjoy the event.

The project is designed to:
— Inspire children to be creative and express themselves through the arts
— Enhance the children's citizenship and sense of belonging
— Develop community links between schools, parents and local residents

How can schools get involved?

I would like to offer a free assembly to the children around the date you would go so that they have
awareness of the project. Then, if the school wishes, perhaps your art department could organise
some workshops to make displays for the event itself. There is a prize for the best Classroom
Window Display.

This is a brilliant opportunity to bring Art and community together. See our website
https://www.windowwanderland.com/event/alcester-2023/ for the Map and display ideas. You can
also register your school as a participant. To get involved or for more details please contact me on
kfoster.atc@gmail.com.

Thank you,

Kathrin Foster, Alcester Town Council

* www. al cesteracademy. org. uk * 01789 762285 * admin@al ceste
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Coming up next week, we have our whole school
Careers Fair . This is taking place on Tuesday
8th November. We have 22 exhibitors attending
for the students to engage with. Every year group
will get the opportunity to visit the fair during

the school day. The Mayor will also be in attend-
ance along with County Councillors Mark Cargill
and Piers Daniell, and our Chair of Governors,
Mike Dean.

C reers Fair
20 2

Alcester
Academy

We also have trips going out next week to
Warwick University, the art/photography trip to
Birmingham and the tennis trip too. | look
forward to updating you on these opportunities in
the next edition.

Final ly, isthoiws tlraereerékciyed td
seeThe Greatest Showmanfican you
looking forward to seeing you 16 -18th November
for an exhilarating evening. The students and

staff have been working so hard towards this. It
would be so lovely to see as many of you there as
possible. There are just a few tickets left now.

Be quick!

Naturally, we are sending our thoughts to the
families of the 2007 fire fighters this week. We
acknowledge another year gone by with our
deepest thoughts.

Wishing you a really lovely weekend ahead.
Best wishes

Sarah Mellors
Headteacher

WWWwW.

will you be alone this Chrlstmas Day"
New to the area and want to make new

friends? '

CIf s, join us for the
'Alcester Commumty Chrlstmas
: . Day Dihmer = -
at the Eric Payne Commumty Centre
St Faith's Road

- Alcester
, . ‘- B496AQ 4
Call us or email for your invitationy
07414 851644

alcester-ccd@hotmail .com

WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEii:é’S!
Can you spare an hour or two on Christmas Day, or a few hours
before the big day? Call or email: 07414 851644 alcester-
ccd@hotmail.com

al cesteracademy. org. uk

* 01789

ALCESTER TOWN COUNCIH

MONEY

ADVICE
MARKET

HELP WITH THE
COST OF LIVING

FRIDAY 11" NOVEMBER
2PM UNTIL 6PM All welcome

Free refreshments
Children’s activities
Repair Café — bring along
your broken items

At the Eric Payne
Community Centre, off St.
Faiths Road, Alcester

Find out about:

How to save energy

Help for families
e B49 6AG
Finance and debt
Free local services i asi g
For more information
contact: Wendy Sherwood
Email: info@alcester-
te.gov.uk

Citizen’s Advice

Orbit Housing

Transport

Information on support available

»
’
-
-
» Health and wellbeing
-
e
-
r
» Alcester Fridge and Foodbank

Tel: 01789 766084

762285 * admi

t el

n@al cest e
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Year 7 STEM Day with Energy Quest

The year 7 students worked in groups during the
session to problem solve using the Energy Quest
kits. They carried out an experiment using the con-

ENERGY , tents of a personds r.ucksa t o
mobile phone. The students were absolutely bril-

liant at working together and really took on board

the role of an engineer.

They had the opportunity to hear from different
engineers and learnt a lot about the different job
roles. After the experiment, they were given anoth-
Energy Quest is a 2-hour immersive workshop for er design brief to think about how they could cre-
students aged 11-14, designed to unlock their inner  ate a shelter in a forest to keep warm and dry
engineer as they explore alternative energy sources.  whilst waiting for help. The students came up with
Through an exciting narrative, students are chal- some fantastic ideas and presented these to each
lenged to save the day by utilising their practical other in the session.

engineering skills and find a solution to help a

group of young people in danger. During the curric-  The session was fun and informative, and the
ulum linked challenge, students encounter a range students did us proud!

of engineers as they uncover the skills engineers Miss Wincup

possess and the way energy plays an important role

in all our lives.

The learning objectives for the day were to:

1 Understand what engineers do and how they
use the engineering design process.

i Learn how their own interests and skills can
lead to a career in engineering.

i Understand the range of opportunities a ca-
reer in engineering has to offer.

i Understand how energy is transferred using
different experimental models.

1 Understand a range of sustainable energy

sources and the role engineers play in green
energy / sustainable technologies

* www. al cesteracademy. org. uk * 01789 762285 * admin@al ceste
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Thank you!

The English department are
immensely grateful to the
families who have donated a
book to our reading boxes!

Your support is truly
appreciated, and the books are
now starting to arrive. If you
would still like to donate, the
link to our Amazon Wish List is
here:

Amazon Wish List

Mrs Farnell
English Lead

Of Modern Music vi

BIMM
INSTITUTE

This week year 8 were given an excellent insight
into careers in the music industry by the
Birmingham Institute of Modern Music. A
presentation was delivered to year 8 followed by
an amazing live performance from one of their
premier acts. Then it was over to the year 9 and
10 music students who received a similar presen-
tation followed by workshop session where they
explored the work of a record company. We are
extremely grateful to BIMM for providing us

with such a great experience and hope to have
them back soon. Mr Badham

Our students had a really interesting session
from BIMM about careers in the music industry.
It included an amazing performance and this was
followed by some exciting workshops.

Mrs Mellors

About BIMM Institute

* www. al cesteracademy. org. uk * 01789 762285 * admin@al ceste
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Photography & Artwork of the Week

Above: Work by Ewan. A digital edit
exploring the work of surrealist
artists and architect Frank Gehry.

Left: Work by Eve. A pencil sketch
exploring skin textures using the
work of Mark Powell as reference.

Outstanding work!
Miss Nemeshanyi

* www. al cesteracademy. org. uk * 01789 762285 * admin@al ceste
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House tG@&riasviweled:
Top Epraise poi@rtevithlie week:
Top attendancé&rehi sl week:
Top students on Epraise this we
Bill eisHaewey (9 Hla)glieByenj amin (7LE)
GrevilLéeti e (ONleEk)sil(eSykye 8BI )

|t has
House

been a
shield

great
competition

Houseo:s
Pl eas

back for our
been submitted.

we ek
have

first

will get chance to see the entries before judging commences. Miss Lewis

AUTUMN TERM 2022
Autumn Term ends

SPRING TERM 2023
School closed

Spring Term begins

Half Term
Back to school

Spring Term ends (Easter)

SUMMER TERM 2023
Summer Term begins

May Bank Holiday

Half Term
Back to school

Summer Term ends

School closed

www. al cesteracademy. or g.

Term Dates 2022 -23

Friday 16 t December 2022 at 12.40pm
Tuesday 3rd January 2023

Teacher training day

Wednesday 4 th January 2023

Monday 20t d Friday 24 t February 2023
Monday 27 t February 2023

Friday 31 st March 2023 at 12.40pm

Monday 17 t April 2023
Monday 1 st May 2023

Monday 29t May o Friday 2 nd June 2023
Monday 5 t June 2023

Friday 21 st July 2023 at 12.40pm

Monday 24t & Tuesday 25t July 2023
Disaggregated teacher training days

uk * 01789 762285 * admin@al ceste
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Epraise Leaderboard fi past 7 days

Top St uddpeanstts 7 days: Top Sotpaafsft 7 days:
1 Skye 8Bl 12 points 1 Mr Rossiter 338 points
1 Benjamin 7LE 12 points 2 Miss Lewis 299 points
1 Lettie 7LE 12 points 3 Mrs Weatherley 290 points
1 Daisy 7TN 12 points 4 Miss Bishop 264 points
5 Harvey 9HL 11 points 5 Mr Yarrington 188 points
5 Poppy 7LE 11 points 6 Mrs Stedman 179 points
5 Grace 7LE 11 points 7 Mr Martin 173 points
8 Alice 7WI 10 points 8 Mr Moffatt 153 points
8 Holly 9HL 10 points 9 Miss Burgess 147 points
8 Fabs 9AN 10 points 10 Mr Anderson 99 points
Top Tapast 7 days: Top Subdpeacstts 7 days:
1 7LE 201 points 1 History 574 points
2 7TN 163 points 2 French 385 points
3 TWI 156 points 3 Science 359 points
4 TKA 141 points 4 English 353 points
5 7RA 140 points 5 Geography 249 points
6 8MO 135 points 6 Maths 163 points
7 9AN 132 points 7 Art 160 points
8 9HL 131 points 8 IT 125 points
9 8Bl 127 points 9 Extra -curricular 82 points
10 8NE 119 points 10 German 78 points

* www. al cesteracademy. org. uk * 01789 762285 * admin@al ceste



