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5th March 2021 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

 Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

Huge congratulations on 

making it through this lock-

down. I can’t begin 

to convey my sincere thanks 

for helping to keep the stu-

dents safe and on the right 

track with their learning 

this time again. We’re through it! With luck 

and care let’s hope that we don’t have to return 

to a lockdown situation any time in the future 

and that we can look ahead to better times 

where a return to normal is genuinely possible. 

You genuinely have helped us massively and 

I’ll never be able to say thank you enough. I’m 

really excited about seeing the students back 

safely next week. Don’t forget that it is a stag-

gered return with all year groups back in from 

Thursday 11th March. The detailed return to 

school letter is on the website if you need  

reminders about anything: 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/files/Retur

n_to_School_Update_February_2021.pdf. 

 

We have spent time this week relaying the im-

portant messages to all students through our 

Microsoft Teams assemblies. Hats off to Miss 

Buckthorp for demonstrating a live lateral flow 

test over the last four days as part of assembly! 

Yes, really! I’m not sure of many SLT staff that 

would do this in their schools! Miss Buckthorp 

and Mrs Jones will be leading the two lateral 

test centres in the school gym and hall from 

next week with a team of staff and volunteers 

assisting. 

  

Coronavirus remains a serious threat as we 

return to school. The same safe and cautious 

measures apply as ever and I ask that you re-

fer to the update on Tuesday 2nd March 2021 

regarding specific aspects of this. As one of the 

main features, face coverings must now be 

worn inside school to include classrooms and 

I’m leaning on you once more to ensure that 

children have masks with them as they arrive 

on Gerard Road each day with a spare being 

useful to have in bags too! 

  

Congratulations ! 

…to Miss Heitmuller on becoming 

a British Citizen yesterday finally 

after such a long time living here. 

We are delighted for you! 

MFL Idiom of the Week 

 

English: Slow and steady wins the race 

French: Qui veut voyager loin ménage sa monture 

Literal meaning: He who wishes to travel far must  

take care of his mount 

German: Langsam und stetig gewinnt das Rennen 

Literal meaning: Slow and steady wins the race 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/files/Return_to_School_Update_February_2021.pdf
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/files/Return_to_School_Update_February_2021.pdf
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Coronavirus cases 

 Please make sure that one of your child’s 

emergency contacts is available at all times 

during the school day should we need you. 

 We will have to contact you if a lateral flow 

result indicates that a full PCR covid test 

might be required and you’ll be expected to 

come and collect your child straight away. 

 We will have to contact you if we think that 

your child has been a ‘close contact’ of a 

positive case. A 10 day isolation period will 

need to begin then for the identified 

group. This communication might take 

place during an evening or weekend. 

 Inform me straight away of any positives 

covid cases head@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

 Do not send your child to school if they have 

any covid related symptoms. 

  

I understand completely that some children will 

feel apprehensive and concerned over the next 

few days about returning to school. I’ve talked 

about them having a ‘leap of faith’ in assemblies 

and once back in the building with us, hopefully 

these worries will calm down. You have my word 

once again that our priority is the safety and  

happiness of the students. Once we can begin to 

rebuild their self-confidence, we can ascertain 

where their learning is and what we need to  

specifically do to support their emotional and  

cognitive wellbeing.  

Miss Buckthorp has been running School Council 

this week and we have been keen to hear what 

else might make a return to school easier for the 

students. 

  

It would be remiss of me not to mark this week 

without a huge thank you to our staff team too. 

Without doubt they have flawed me by raising the 

stakes even higher during this lockdown if that 

was ever possible; live teaching, parents’ eve-

nings, Super Learning Days, STARS, reports, 

year 8 options as well as the on-site support here 

each day. I feel very blessed to lead a school of 

such hard working and dedicated staff and for 

them too, I know that a simple thank you will 

never be enough. 

 

 

Below: George the bearded dragon with a mes-

sage from Hannah: That was so lovely getting to 

chat and meet everyone's pets! That really 

brightened up my day, thank you!  

  

Below: Student Council meetings for year 7, 

and years 8 and 9. 

mailto:head@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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Laptop donations 

We are very grateful to those local companies who 

have donated laptops to school for student use. 

Thank you recently to CASS Worldwide for their 

donation. 

Super Learning Days 

Thank you to the science and English staff for run-

ning two superb SLDs recently. We hope that the 

students enjoyed this alternative way of working at 

a difficult time. See the photographs later on in the 

bulletin. 

  

Year 6 offers 

I was delighted to see how many year 6 children 

had applied as first choice for Alcester Academy for 

September 2021. We have a huge waiting list as a 

result this year. Many congratulations to those 

students joining us. I will be writing to you very 

shortly. 

  

Welcome! 

On behalf of Alcester Academy, I would like to  

welcome Reverend Katie Cross and her family to 

Alcester Minster. I know that we will all make her 

feel at home straight away. 

  

Year 11s 

We’re working very hard now to plan the return to 

school for year 11s especially with a view to collat-

ing the evidence that they will need before centre 

assessed grades are sent to exam boards on 

18th June. Year 11s should be prepared for a busy 

spell after Easter finalising this work. Results will 

be issued on 12th August. 
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 Term Dates  

SPRING TERM 2021 

Spring Term ends (Easter) Thursday 1st April 2021 

 

SUMMER TERM 2021 

Summer Term begins  Monday 19th April 2021 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 3rd May 2021 

Half Term    Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 2021 

Back to school   Monday 7th June 2021    

Summer Term ends  Tuesday 20th July 2021 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Wednesday 21st July 2021 Teacher training day 

 

TERM DATES ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE 

Mrs Pusey  

is pictured  

here with  

Mr Alexander  

on the safe  

hand over of  

equipment. 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/life-at-alcester-academy/term-dates
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Reports and data drops for other year 
groups years 7-10 

In light of the lockdown, we have rescheduled the 

summer term and when we assess other students. 

This will be shared with you in due course. 

  

Parents’ Evenings 

As a result of parent voice, we have released more 

appointment slots for year 7 Parents’ Evening on 

11th March and we will do the same for year 10s 

on 25th March. Thank you to staff for accommo-

dating a longer evening and working day. We will 

be asking parents after the year 10 event if you 

wish to swap to SchoolCloud as a system for see-

ing staff moving forward. We can really see the 

benefits but very much want to ask you for your 

opinion on this. 

   

Finally I’d like to take a last moment this week to 

relay my thanks to our Governors for their im-

mense support over this lockdown period and to 

Mrs Woodman and Miss Buckthorp. To imagine 

this journey when I became the Headteacher of 

Alcester Academy just 16 months ago is surreal 

frankly.  Leading us all through this period to-

gether continues to be the biggest privilege that I 

think I might ever face as a school leader. 

  

Wishing you a superb weekend. Please try not to 

worry over the next few days. We have shown, 

working together, that a safe and happy return to 

school is possible in January and I am convinced 

that we can do this again. 

  

Best wishes 

  

Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher     

 

 

Monday 8th March 

Year 10/11 return to school 

Year 7, 8 + 9 at home with 

online learning 

  

Tuesday 9th March 

Year 8/9 return to school 

Year 7, 10 + 11 at home 

learning 

Year 7, 10 + 11 tutor time at 

8.45am online 

  

Wednesday 10th March 

Year 7 return to school 

Year 8, 9, 10 + 11 at home 

learning 

Year 8 assembly from Miss 

Burgess on science at GCSE at 

8.45am 

  

Thursday 11th March 

All students back in school 

  

Friday 11th March 

All students back in school 
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This week features amazing pictures taken by Hannah, in year 8.  
They were created to promote World Book Day 2021.  

Magical work Hannah.  

Photography of the Week 
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Coronovirus—Travelling to school 

Even though we have all been living in uncertain times due to the global  

pandemic, some children and young people have consistently gone above and 

beyond in spreading love and positivity. 

 

Do you know a young person who deserves recognition for the way they’ve  

supported you or someone you know? 

 

Do you know a young person who has gone above and beyond in being  

supportive despite coping with a Global Pandemic? 

 

Do you know a young person who is always thinking of others and thinking of 

ways to help? 

 

It’s time to thank these young people for their tireless work! 

 

If any of these sound like someone you know... then don’t wait...nominate! 

 

To nominate a young person email: cwp-tr.thankskids@nhs.net  

With the young persons’ name and their positive contribution.  

The DfE recommend the following guidance 

around travelling to school: 

 

 if you live a short distance from your school 

or college, walk, cycle or scoot to and from 

school wherever it is possible and safe to do 

so 

 avoid sharing a car with anyone outside of 

your household or support bubble 

 if you are using public transport to get to 

school or college, plan ahead and allow 

more time for your journey 

 when you are travelling by public or dedi-

cated school transport, don’t forget to: 

 wear a face covering (unless you are ex-

empt, or aged 11 and under). It is important 

 you wear them for the entirety of your 

journey, including inside a bus or train sta-

tion 

 social distance where possible 

 wash or sanitise your hands regularly 

 be considerate to fellow passengers and 

staff. 

mailto:cwp-tr.thankskids@nhs.net
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Both entered for the prize draw this week! 

  

 

 

Headteacher Challenge 

We will be completing the live £50 voucher draw for the winner of the Headteacher Challenge this 

week. All the weekly winners are entered: 

 

Alice Mae—year 7 

Ewan —year 7 

Michael —year 7 

Alex —year 7 

Martha —year 8 

Rosie—year 9 

Ted —year 9 

Bea —year 10  

 

Good luck everyone and thank you to all students for taking the time to enter each week!  

The ultimate winner will be announced in next week’s bulletin. 
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National Citizen Service (NCS) is now open for 

summer registration. The 2 or 3 week personal 

development programme will support students 

to; Meet new people, Try new things, Support 

their local community, Interact with businesses 

and develop the skills and confidence to take on 

life after school. The programme is also shaping to 

be one of the first opportunities for students to 

safely gather with friends, whilst still developing 

key life skills for future employment. Places will 

be limited but year 11 & 12 students can grab 

their place at weareNCS.com.  

Year 11 Advice—Interview Techniques  

How to prepare for virtual, phone and face -to-face interviews  

It is important to be clear on how the interview will be carried out. 

Will it be over the phone or using video through Zoom or Microsoft 

Teams or face-to-face?  

Many of you will not have done an interview before, don ’t panic as 

these interview techniques are here to help you.  

Interview Techniques  

Year 11 Careers Information 

weareNCS.com.
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/files/Interview_Techniques_year_11s.pdf
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Green fingered Year 8s! 

One lunchtime this week, our year 8 key worker 

bubble planted up numerous primrose hanging 

baskets for the school grounds. Thank you to the 

lunch time supervisors for organising the project.  

I am really looking forward to the  

colourful results later in the year.  

Mrs Mellors 

Pictured here, our year 8 key worker bubble on their project to make 

the academy ‘spring ready’ for a return to school. 
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Science SLD  

Our Environment, Our Responsibility 

Bea  

Hannah  

Freija  

Archie  

Katie  

Isla  

Zach  

Cobey  

Callum  

Evin  

Emmeline  

Owen  

The award winners for effort, creativity and participation are:   

Friday 26th February saw the second science  

Super Learning Day. Our focus for the day was on 

our environment and our responsibility towards 

it. The day was framed by an introduction from 

Sir David Attenborough 

 

Session 1 saw year 7 making musical instru-

ments from recycled household materials. There 

were some amazing designs and some very tune-

ful performances. 

 

Year 8 and 9 investigated the problems that our 

reliance on the use of plastics causes. The stu-

dents produced some very thought provoking po-

etry pieces, posters to encourage our habitats to 

change and novel cartoons to get the message 

across. 

 

Year 10 looked at David Attenborough’s Our 

Planet and produced manifestos for change that 

they could then upload. There were some wonder-

ful ideas for change that will be taken to school 

council. Definitely future politicians and policy 

makers amongst them. 

 

Session 2 encouraged all students to be hands on 

and creative by making things to encourage wild-

life in their own gardens. There were bird feeders, 

bug hotels and hedgehog houses made. Students 

were also encouraged to make items from recycled 

materials such as wind chimes and pen- holders. 

The creativity was impressive and I look forward 

to seeing pictures of the wildlife enjoying them 

Session 3 was all about getting outside. Thank-

fully, the weather obliged with a gloriously sunny 

day. Students were out and about collecting litter, 

including our year 7 keyworker bubble who 

helped tidy up the area at Coughton Ford. Other 

activities included listening for bird song and 

spotting signs of spring. The photographs taken 

were amazing and so beautifully composed. We 

are so very lucky to live in such an amazing part 

of the country. 

 

Thank you to everyone who took part and shared 

their work with us. I am sorry that we could not 

include more of the amazing pictures in the bulle-

tin. We have really enjoyed looking at all of them, 

and are very proud of your efforts. Please contin-

ue to share pictures in the classroom over the 

next few weeks. 

 

Miss Burgess 

Head of Science 
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World Book Day: 4th March 2021 SLD 

What a fantastic day! We could not be prouder of 

how so many children have embraced the day: 

from the student Librarians performing virtual 

readings for Cherry Trees care home, the Masked 

Teacher competition, to the invention of solar su-

per powers. I firmly believe that we have got the 

most out of the day. I also really hope that our 

learners enjoyed the reading afternoon! 

 

It has been great to begin creating our pupil-led 

reading lists and collating many images of pupils 

reading from home in order to begin designing 

our montage display (no expense will be spared - 

sorry Mrs Mellors!).  

Please find some images that 

attempt to provide a snapshot 

of the day. May I take this op-

portunity to thank the English 

department, but also the fabu-

lous pupils we teach - lockdown has been a real 

challenge for us all, yet it is has been an absolute 

privilege to support your children through this 

unique time.  

 

Stay safe 

 

Mr Cooke  

Head of English 

Page 15 
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Alcester Academy were invited to read to the resi-

dents of Cherry Trees Care Home for World Book 

Day. Abigail, Freija, Issy, Olivia and Anais chose 

some beautiful poems to read to them via a Zoom 

link. As the residents have dementia, they had to 

think carefully and choose poems that would help 

to stimulate memories and imagination. It was a 

lovely experience, and we thank the Cherry Trees 

for asking us to contribute to their Memory Lane 

World Book Day morning. 

 

Mrs Hands 

LRC News 

LRC Notice 

Please don’t forget to bring back any library books 

when you return to school. 
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Amends to nature - Arthur Symons 

 

I have loved colours, and not flowers; 

Their motion, not the swallows wings; 

And wasted more than half my hours 

Without the comradeship of things. 

 

How is it, now, that I can see, 

With love and wonder and delight, 

The children of the hedge and tree, 

The little lords of day and night? 

 

How is it that I see the roads, 

No longer with usurping eyes, 

A twilight meeting-place for toads, 

A mid-day mart for butterflies? 

 

I feel, in every midge that hums, 

Life, fugitive and infinite, 

And suddenly the world becomes 

A part of me and I of it. 

A Rainbow Of Hope by Beryl Edmonds 

 

God will paint rainbows in the sky  

Once again for the world and I. 

Signs that will tell us all is well, 

Freedom from this grim living hell. 

 

I know one day the sun will shine. 

Dark clouds above will disappear with time. 

Some won't make the journey home. 

Some will sadly die all alone. 

 

But just like time, all things will pass, 

For nothing's ever made to last. 

Then once again we'll be on our way 

When dawn awakes to a bright new day.  

 

The streets will come alive again. 

Shops will open, buzzing again. 

But the best moments will be when 

Family and friends meet again. 
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ELEVATE PARENT WEBINAR 
  

The webinar series is completely free 

for parents at Alcester Academy.  

 

Tuesday 23rd March:  

Managing Technology and Distractions 

 

Parents will also be sent the replay link 

if they have registered so if they miss it 

live, they can still access it. 

 

Registration link:  

https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/re

gister 

https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register
https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register
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Congratulations to the Top Students this year: 
1st—Jack—Year 7 SIXTH WEEK 

2nd—Maya—Year 7  SIXTH WEEK 

3rd—Bea— Year 10 FIRST WEEK 

 

Top Scorers this week: 
 1 Ewan  (7TY) (9 points) 

 2 Oliver  (7BW) (9 points)  

 3 Jack  (7HT) (7 points) 

 4 Alfie  (9AN) (7 points) 

 5 Bea  (10RO) (7 points 

 6 Finlay  (7BW) (5 points) 

 7 Toby  (7HT) (5 points) 

 8 Harry  (7HT) (5 points) 

 9 Charlotte  (7TY) (4 points) 

 10 Emmeline  (9AN) (4 points) 

 

Top Tutor Groups this week: 
1 7TY 51 points 

2 7BW 48 points 

3 7NE 42 points 

4 9WA 41 points 

4 7HT 41 points 

6 9AN 27 points 

7 7WI 26 points 

8 8CA 25 points 

9 9TN 22 points 

10 10RO 21 points 

 

Top Staff: 
1 Mr Bastock    

2 Mr Yarrington 

3 Miss Heitmuller   

4 Miss Burgess  

5 Miss Bayliss   

 

Top Subjects: 
1 Science  

2 Maths  

3 English  

4 Art  

5 German  

 

 

epraise updates—week ending 4.3.21 
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A vacancy has arisen to become part of an outstanding Art department within a high performing and friendly 

school. Alcester Academy enjoys a strong reputation locally and nationally as a result of our caring ethos and 

excellent academic performance. The successful applicant will join an ambitious and thoroughly supportive 

teaching team which works within a highly successful Art and Design Technology cluster.  

At Alcester Academy, teachers enjoy the freedom to deploy their individual skills, and talents, whilst conveying 

a passion for their subject and delivering excellent outcomes.  

The Art department is proud of the progress that students make. As a team, we have an established record of 

excellent results; last years’ results far exceeded National Averages: the open block subjects achieved a P8 of 

+0.77 and the school was in the top 5% in the country for progress.  

Starting: September 2021 until May 
2022 MPS/UPS  

Closing date: Friday 19th March 
2021 at 12 noon  

Interviews: Week commencing 22nd 
March 2021 

Vacancy 

Teacher of Art and Photography—Maternity Cover  

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

A vacancy has arisen to become part of an outstanding English department within a high performing and 

friendly school.  

Alcester Academy enjoys a strong reputation locally and nationally as a result of our caring ethos and excellent 

academic performance. The successful applicant will join an ambitious and thoroughly supportive teaching 

team who work in collaboration with a highly successful English department.  

At Alcester Academy, teachers enjoy the freedom to deploy their individual skills, and talents, whilst conveying 

a passion for their subject and delivering excellent outcomes. The English department is proud of the progress 

that students make. A cohesive group of 6 teachers and one specialist teaching assistant and a team who have 

an established record of excellent results. 2019 results far exceeded National Averages and the department has 

a consistent and achievable target of 90%+ at grades 9-4, 70%+ at grades 9-5 and 40%+ at grades 9-7. The Eng-

lish 2018 and 2019 set of results placed us within the top 10% nationally - with an average P8 score of +0.9.  

This is a temporary, yet exciting, post covering a maternity leave.  

Starting September 2021 until  
July 2022 MPS/UPS  

Closing Date: Friday 19th March  
at 12 noon 

Interviews: Week commencing  
22nd March 2021  

Vacancy 

Teacher of English—Maternity Cover  

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies

