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5th May 2023 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Good afternoon everyone, 

  

I hope that you have had 

a great week on the back 

of a bank holiday long 

weekend (and another on 

the way!). We’ve been 

gearing up for the Coro-

nation all week here and 

it was so lovely to see the 

students picking up on 

our red, white and blue 

theme today. We raised a staggering  

£1000 for Warwickshire Air Ambulance by 

holding the non-uniform day today. Thank 

you all so very much. I let the Headteacher at 

Chipping Campden know of our intention to 

contribute to the fund raiser that one of their 

sixth formers had started recently. He was 

extremely grateful. 

Thank you to year 8 students and parents 

for attending Options Evening last night. I 

hope that you found this useful in helping 

to make some really important future deci-

sions. Subject taster sessions will begin in 

class on 15th May for students. All options 

forms must be completed and handed in by 

Wednesday 24th May. 

  

Young Enterprise Finals 

It was an honour to host the Regional 

Young Enterprise finals this week at the 

Academy. We welcomed the following schools 

and companies to the event: 

 

Alcester Academy—Warwickshire Whale Pod 

Stratford Girls’ Grammar School—Toteally 

Treasures 

Kenilworth School and Sixth Form—Tees4U 

Clothing 

Bablake School—Everlasting 

Bablake School—Vetro Official 

Eden Girls’ School—Celesta Clay 

Warwick School—International Eats 

Kings’ High School—Snatched Apparel 
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Programme of Events by Alcester Town Council 

 

Friday 5th May 2023 at 4.30pm— 

Unveiling of the commemorative benches 

 

Saturday 6th May 2023— 

Enjoy with friends a live streaming of the coronation at  

10am at St Nicholas Church 

 

Sunday 7th May 2023— 

Bring your tables, chairs and picnic to join in the Alcester  Street Party. 1pm to 

6pm on the High Street for an afternoon of entertainment and live music 

 

Monday 8th May 2023— 

The Big Help Out 
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Many thanks to the Deputy Mayor and Mayor 

Elect, Cllr Vaughan Blake and his Consort, Mrs 

Kay Blake for attending the event. Also to our 

Chair of Governors, Mike Dean. I am part of the 

Young Enterprise Alumni, with many of the other 

staff enjoying this membership too. My own com-

pany was called Interstella back in the 80s and we 

enjoyed selling branded mugs to local companies I 

recall! Thank you to Miss Lewis and Miss Bartlett 

for organising such a great event. 

  

We were delighted that Warwickshire Whale Pod 

won the award for the Best Teamwork. This is so 

well deserved. Thanks to Miss Lewis and Miss 

Bartlett for all of their support with this. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Set 5 Science—year 7 

My days are always the best days when I can get 

out to spend time with the students. After a su-

perb learning walk on Wednesday in Performing 

Arts, Music and PE, I literally came across year 7 

scientists outside testing some theories around 

floating. Congratulations to John and Harry for 

winning the challenge. Thanks to Miss Taylor and 

Mrs Clarke for allowing the lesson to take an un-

expected turn and for the learning to be such fun! 

Epraise points all round! 

  

Year 10 exam results 

The students are now receiving their exam results 

in class. A record of these will be sent home in a 

few weeks for you all. 

  

Year 11 Alternative Timetable 

The year 11s have been given their alternative 

timetable in readiness for the written exam sea-

son. Whilst it may look complicated, hopefully, 

with a highlighter pen, it can be followed for each 

student quite logically. If there are any questions, 

please contact us. There is no study leave during 

exams for year 11s. 

 

For students in year 7-10, there may be some dis-

ruption to teaching whilst specialists help to pre-

pare the students before each key examination. 

  

I noted a few websites that may be of help to any 

year 11s who might be beginning to feel some  

exam pressure right now: 

 

www.mind.org.uk/for-young-

people/feelings-and-

experiences/exam-stress/ 

  

www.youngminds.org.uk/young-

person/coping-with-life/exam-

stress/ 

  

www.nhs.uk/mental-

health/children-and-young-

adults/advice-for-

parents/help-your-child-beat-exam-stress/ 

  

Please reach out to school however if your child 

needs some addition support at this critical time. 

  

We will issue leavers’ hoodies to year 11s on  

Monday. Students should continue to wear their 

shirts and ties underneath these please. 

https://www.mind.org.uk/for-young-people/feelings-and-experiences/exam-stress/
https://www.mind.org.uk/for-young-people/feelings-and-experiences/exam-stress/
https://www.mind.org.uk/for-young-people/feelings-and-experiences/exam-stress/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/coping-with-life/exam-stress/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/coping-with-life/exam-stress/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/coping-with-life/exam-stress/
http://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-adults/advice-for-parents/help-your-child-beat-exam-stress/
http://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-adults/advice-for-parents/help-your-child-beat-exam-stress/
http://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-adults/advice-for-parents/help-your-child-beat-exam-stress/
http://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-adults/advice-for-parents/help-your-child-beat-exam-stress/
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Year 5 Open Mornings—Summer 2023 

We will be hosting two Open Mornings for year 5 

parents, in addition to those in September. Please 

could visitors book just one opportunity for a tour, 

in the summer, or September. See the advert below 

for details. Many thanks.  

  

Industrial Action 

I’m very grateful again to year 7 and 8 parents for 

supporting the last two days of strikes. As, and if,  

I hear more about any further disruption I will  

update you as quickly as I can, in order that  

arrangements can be made for child care. 

  

Pre-Loved  
Uniform Sale 

Our next sale of  

pre-loved uniform is  

on Wednesday 17th May 

at 3.30-4.30pm in the 

school hall. Please come 

along.  

  

Attendance 

We were our closest ever to 95% last week at 94.4% 

attendance. Thank you all for the massive push. 

We’re nearly there! 

  

Huge apology 

A huge apology to Maya, in year 9 for missing her 

name out of the article in last week’s edition about 

the fund raiser at St Nicholas’ Church. 
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Good new stories 

Congratulations to Zoe, 

year 10 and Rem,  

pictured here coming 

first in two of their  

classes, and placed in all 

the ribbons in all of the 

others at the weekend. 

Lovely to hear about! 

 

Good luck to Mel, one of 

our year 11 parents who 

is completing the Great 

North Run for Duchenne 

UK. (Muscular  

Dystrophy). 

Duchenne UK: Melanie's 

Charity Page  

   

 

I am certainly looking 

forward to the week-

end ahead and I hope 

that you all are too 

whatever plans you 

have. I have talked to 

our children in as-

sembly this week about them potentially seeing 

two coronations in their own lifetimes. We spent 

time this week watching the Coronation of Her 

Majesty Queen Elizabeth II so that the students 

can compare that ceremony with what they will 

see on Saturday. Long live King Charles III. Hip 

hip hooray. Have a super bank holiday. 

  

Very best wishes 

 

Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher 

  

https://greatnorthrun2023.enthuse.com/pf/melanie-mills?utm_source=share&utm_medium=whatsapp
https://greatnorthrun2023.enthuse.com/pf/melanie-mills?utm_source=share&utm_medium=whatsapp
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Yesterday, Young Enterprise students represent-

ing schools from all over Coventry and Warwick-

shire, competed in the Young Enterprise Company 

of the Year 2023 County Finals here at Alcester 

Academy. This was a huge accolade for the Acade-

my and we were delighted to host this prestigious 

event. Mrs Mellors, is a great ambassador for 

Young Enterprise as a member of their alumni! 

 

With the exception of Eden Girls’ School, all other 

teams competing were sixth formers from around 

the county. We would like to take this opportunity 

to thank Kenilworth School and Sixth Form, Ba-

blake, Warwick School and Kings’ High School for 

joining us in this stage of the competition. We 

would also like to thank our Chair of Governors 

Mike Dean, Deputy Mayor and Mayor Elect, Cllr 

Vaughan Blake and his Consort, Mrs Kay Blake 

for their support. We are delighted to inform you 

that Warwickshire Whale Pod received a finalist 

trophy, and also won the award for best teamwork. 

We are so proud of their achievements this year 

and their award is a credit to the professional way 

that they have worked together since the begin-

ning of the academic year. 

Supporting the event were year 9 Alcester Acade-

my students who have registered their interest in 

participating next year. This was a fantastic oppor-

tunity for them to realise the dedication and com-

mitment required as a team member, but to also 

get a sense of the excitement generated by the oc-

casion. They were a credit to us, and I sincerely 

thank them for all their hard work in ensuring the 

event ran smoothly. On Friday 12th May we are 

very excited to be welcoming Sharon Davies, the 

CEO of Young Enterprise to Alcester Academy to 

meet with this year’s team. As part of her visit, she 

will be holding one of our famous ‘drop-in sessions’ 

for those students who supported us yesterday as 

an opportunity to seek her advice regarding the 

Young Enterprise journey. 

Young Enterprise Company of the Year 2023 County Finals  



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 8 

Dates for your diary this half term 

This list is not exhaustive. 

 

Monday 8th May 2023 —bank holiday. School closed.  

Wednesday 10th May 2023—year 10 SLD RAF. 

Wednesday 10th May 2023—Paris trip meeting at 6-7pm in the hall. 

Thursday 11th May 2023—year 9 SLD Working For Marcus. 

Friday 12th May 2023—KS3/4 Bake Off preparation. 

Monday 15th May 2023—alternative timetable begins for year 11s. 

Saturday 20th May 2023—Food Festival. Bake Off Competition. 

Monday 22nd May 2023—formal GCSE exams start in the hall. 3:2 days. 

Monday 22nd May 2023—year 7 exam preparation week. 

Thursday 25th May 2023—year 7 Parents’ Evening School Cloud (online). 

Friday 26th May 2023—Paris Trip leaves. 

Monday 5th June 2023—year 7 exams begin (in classrooms). 
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Epraise Leaderboard—this week 

 

Top Students—this week: 

1 Chris   10MG  44 points 

2 Hannah  10YA  43 points 

3 Liv   9AN  18 points 

4 Isabella  9HL  17 points 

5 Charlie 9SO  15 points 

5 Hannah  11BR  15 points 

7 Charlotte 11BR  14 points 

8 Charlie  10ST  13 points 

8 Luke   11BR  13 points 

10 Megan  10BW  12 points 

 

Top Tutor—this week: 

1 11BR  128 points 

2 9HL  119 points 

3 9SO  111 points 

4 9AN  110 points 

5 9RO  105 points 

6 9PW  97 points 

7 10YA  90 points 

8 7LE  85 points 

9 10MG  83 points 

10 7KA  75 points 

 

Top Staff—this week: 

1 Mrs Mellors  248 points 

2 Mrs Weatherley 157 points 

3 Miss Burgess 141 points 

4 Mr Rossiter  136 points 

5 Miss Lewis  125 points 

6 Miss Home  116 points 

7 Mr Martin  111 points 

8 Miss Taylor  108 points 

9 Mrs Kowal  106 points 

10 Mr Jones   103 points 

 

Top Subjects—this week: 

1 Science 508 points 

2 French 195 points 

3 Maths  176 points 

4 History 155 points 

5 English 135 points 

6 IT  75 points 

7 Ethics  57 points 

8 German 44 points 

9 Art  29 points 

9 Geography 29 points 

 

Top House this week: 

Billesley 

Top Epraise points this week: 

Billesley 

Top students on Epraise this week: 

Billesley – Charlotte (11BR) 

Ragley – Isabella (9HL) 

Greville – Hannah (10YA) 

Oversley – Chris (10MG) 

Miss Lewis  
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Period: 28/04/2023 to 04/05/2023 

 

Whole School Attendance—93% 

 
Well done to the following tutors: 
7LE—97.6% 
8MO—94.7% 
9PW—97.1% 
10MG—95.4% 
11FR—100% and 11BR—97.1%  

 

 

 

Mrs P Taylor—Attendance Officer 

Attendance News 

Term Dates 
  

SUMMER TERM 2023 

Bank Holiday   Monday 8th May 2023 

Half Term     Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2023 

Back to school   Monday 5th June 2023   

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2023 

School closed   Friday 1st September 2023  

     Disaggregated teacher training day 

     Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th September 2023 

     Teacher training days 

 

Autumn Term begins 

Years 7 and 11 only  Wednesday 6th September 2023 

Years 8, 9 and 10 only  Thursday 7th September 2023 

All students back   Friday 8th September 2023 

School closed   Friday 27th October 2023  

     Teacher training day 

Half term    Monday 30th October – Friday 3rd November 2023 

Back to school   Monday 6th November 2023 

Autumn Term ends  Friday 22nd December 2023 at 12.40pm 
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A vacancy has arisen to become part of an outstanding science department within a high 

performing and friendly school. Alcester Academy enjoys a strong reputation locally and 

nationally as a result of our caring ethos and excellent academic performance. 

 

The successful applicant will join an ambitious and supportive science team. At Alcester 

Academy, teachers enjoy the freedom to deploy their individual skills, and talents, whilst 

conveying a passion for their subject and delivering excellent outcomes.  

 

The science department is proud of the progress that students make. As a team, we have an 

established record of excellent results; in 2019 pre Covid) results far exceeded National Av-

erages: P8 +0.77 (whole school) P8 +0.57 (science) helping to place the school in the top 5% 

in the country for progress. For 2022, the p8 for the whole school was +0.46 and science 

achieved a VA of +0.55. 83% of students achieved a minimum of two grade 4s in science in 

2022. 

 

Applicants will be considered from all points of experience, including newly qualified teach-

ers. In Key Stage 3, teachers would have sole responsibility for a class and are expected to 

deliver all content. At Key Stage 4, teachers are given more opportunity to teach within their 

specialist area. As a small department, flexibility and teamwork is particularly important. 

An ability to teach physics at Key Stage 4 would be desirable, however not essential. At KS4 

both combined and triple science is offered. We currently work with AQA. 

 

If you feel that Alcester Academy could be for you, please feel free to arrange a conversation 

or a school tour with our Head of Science, Debbie Burgess or simply complete the applica-

tion form. If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy, please con-

tact: admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. 

 

Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 

young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Enhanced DBS 

disclosure is required for appointment to this post. 

Salary: TMS 

Closing date: Friday 19th May 2023 at 12 noon  

Interview date: Week of 22nd May 2023  

Starting: September 2023 

Vacancy—Teacher of Science  

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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At Alcester Academy, teachers enjoy the freedom to deploy their individual skills, and tal-

ents, whilst conveying a passion for their subject and delivering excellent outcomes. The 

Mathematics Department is friendly, hardworking and committed to making learning 

maths an interesting and enjoyable experience for all our students. The department is com-

prised of experienced teachers and a dedicated HLTA. 

 

The maths department is proud of the progress that students make. As a team, we have an 

established record of excellent results; results in 2019 far exceeded National Averages: 93% 

at grades 9-4, 75% at grades 9-5; with a progress 8 score of +0.9. 

In 2022, grades 9-4 was 82% and grades 9-5 was 70% with a p8 of  +0.6 

 

Maths is taught across both KS3 and KS4 in groups that are set by mathematical ability. 

Students have four 60-minute maths lessons during each week. They follow the Pearson sec-

ond edition scheme of work for KS3. During KS4 students follow a tailored scheme of work 

adapted from the Edexcel syllabus. At KS4, students can opt to study Further Maths and 

Statistics as well. 

 

The successful applicant will be an outstanding classroom practitioner. The role is suited to 

either experienced teacher looking for a new challenge or an NQT. Please complete the appli-

cation form. A written statement in support of your application will be accepted but we do 

not consider CVs. The application deadline is 12 noon on Wednesday 17th May. Interviews 

will take place week of 22nd March 2023. 

 

If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy or wish to visit the school, please con-

tact admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. We look forward to receiving your application. 

 

Please note that this school is committed to safeguarding, equality of opportunity, and pro-

moting the welfare of children and young people. An enhanced DBS check will be required. 

Starting September 2023 

Required for September 2023 Full time 

Recruitment incentive offered and/or TLR for suitable candidate 

Closing date Wednesday 17th May 2023 

Interviews Week of 22nd May 2023  

Vacancy—Teacher of Mathematics 

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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Sport this week 

Our U16 rounders team played in the South  

Warwickshire Tournament on Wednesday even-

ing and finished a very creditable third place.   

 

It has been a pleasure watching the girls repre-

senting the school during their time at the Acad-

emy in lots of different sports. The rounders 

tournament is always a lovely way to round off 

the five years.  

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  
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