
 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

6th January 2023 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome back and a happy new year to 

everyone. I hope that you all had a 

lovely Christmas holiday. 

 

Our thoughts have naturally been with 

the family of Cody Fisher after his trag-

ic death over this period. This is such a loss  

as I am sure you will agree. 

 

It has been joyous to see the staff and students 

back in school and we have had a great start  

to term here. Thank you for the smart way in 

which they have returned. 

 

The staff had a productive training day on 

Tuesday as their first day 

back. Many were in re-

freshed first aid training and 

the rest of us worked around 

some of the improvement 

plan priorities to include the 

new KS3 reporting de-

scriptors. Many displays 

have gone up around school 

to help show the students in 

year 7/8 how to make effec-

tive progress in 

KS3 subjects. 

 

In the few days that we have all had 

back at school this week, we have held 

assemblies with all year groups to relay 

school expectations and update the stu-

dents on the things ahead this term. In 

our reminders about positive behaviour, 

we have been thrilled to share with stu-

dents that hundreds of them had so 

many EPRAISE points last term as rewards. 

We are so proud of each and every student who 

earnt these. 

 

It was also lovely to see so 

many of you in person at 

year 11 Parents’ Evening 

live in the hall last night. 

After a few years without 

this; it was long overdue for 

sure! I hope that you found 

it useful after the first 

round of mocks. Many 

thanks to the Post-16  

providers who supported  

us also. 

 

Good luck year 9 

We wish all the best to year 9 as they start 

their exams in the hall next week. We will 

maintain 4:1 days during this time. 

 

COVID-19 Advice 

There is a lot of current speculation about  

coronavirus advice. As anything changes, I will 

keep you updated. 

 

What to do if you have coronavirus (COVID-19) 

or symptoms of COVID-19 - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

 

If a child or young person aged 18 or under 

tests positive for COVID-19, they should try to 

stay at home and avoid contact with other  

people for 3 days. This starts from the day after 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/


 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 2 

they did the test. Please keep Mrs Taylor, our  

attendance officer, updated as needed:   

PaulaTaylor@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

 

Back to school advice has been outlined for parents 

if you need any further reference material:  

 

Back to school advice issued amid high levels of flu, 

COVID-19 and scarlet fever - GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk)  

  

Procedures for school closure – snow 

If the school has to close because of poor weather, 

we aim to make a decision as early as is possible  

on that morning. This should avoid unnecessary, 

and unsafe travel. You will receive a school comms 

to alert you. 

 

Students in year 7-9 will have work assigned on 

Google Classroom to complete that day. They 

should follow their usual timetable for that week 

day. 

 

Students in year 10/11 will have live teaching via 

Google Meet (as per lockdown). All students are 

expected to attend classes following the timetable 

for that day. Lessons will begin at the usual times 

and will last for 45 minutes. We will follow a 4:1 

day. In the event that a teacher cannot commit to 

live teaching because of their own home circum-

stances, a note will be put on Google Classroom for 

the students outlining what work to complete. 

Please remember that some of our staff will poten-

tially have young children to occupy at home on a 

snow day. 

 

Unlike lockdown learning, with regret, we would 

not necessarily be able to provide IT support on a 

snow day to help guide parents around Google. 

Please trust us that students will know how to  

access their work or lessons in advance. 

 

It has been many years since the school has had to 

close because of poor weather conditions and I hope 

that we do not have to revert to these guidelines. 

This is a just in case update for you all. If I have 

gathered anything in my few years as headteacher 

here, it is best to be prepared for every eventuality! 

  

Weather conditions in December 

Further to the dreadful road conditions outside 

school at the end of term, I can confirm that this 

was raised at Council level this week. Alcester 

Town Council have kindly agreed to lobby War-

wickshire County Council to add School Road and 

Gerard Road to the gritting route in future. They 

are hoping that our local Parish Councils will join 

in with this support also. Watch this space! I have 

also been asked for a visit date for Nadhim Zahawi 

to come to school. This might help too. 

 

Congratuations to... 

Mr Yarrington, who celebrated his 25th work  

anniversary at Alcester Academy this week.  

 

Mrs Stedman who got engaged over Christmas! We 

are delighted for you. 

 

9HL for winning the Football World 

Cup with Argentina drawn! Cele-

bratory chocolates made their way 

to their tutor room yesterday. 

 

Skye in year 8 – for her charitable work over the 

Christmas period. Thank you. Skye helped to raise 

£408 for the charity that supports the meal scheme 

during holiday time at the Jubilee Centre.  

Fantastic! 

 

Emmie in year 11 for achieving her Grade 6  

Trinity Music Exam with a distinction. We are so 

proud of you! 

  

Unwanted gifts 

Did you receive a gift this Christ-

mas time that someone else 

might use? Would you like to 

regift this to the school for our 

Christmas 2023 campaign? We 

are collecting suitable gifts to 

pop into hampers or give to the 

local elderly community when we visit them in  

December 2023. Please send gifts into reception 

this month.  

 

We are also collecting new, unopened and unloved 

toys to give to Alcester Minster in December 2023 

for distribution. Please make donations to Alcester 

Academy for this cause throughout January. 

Thank you all.  

 

mailto:PaulaTaylor@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/back-to-school-advice-issued-amid-high-levels-of-flu-covid-19-and-scarlet-fever
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/back-to-school-advice-issued-amid-high-levels-of-flu-covid-19-and-scarlet-fever
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/back-to-school-advice-issued-amid-high-levels-of-flu-covid-19-and-scarlet-fever


 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 3 

Contacting school 

In order to help direct your school queries, this reminder might be useful: 

Subject area Contact 

Teaching and learning 
Deputising for the Headteacher 

wendywoodman@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Safeguarding, pastoral and wellbeing karenbuckthorp@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Progress, reporting and assessment nickcooke@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Subject leaders Curriculum Contacts (alcesteracademy.org.uk) 

Attendance and time out of school PaulaTaylor@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Careers 
CareerZone@alcesteracademy.org.uk 
Sascha Bartlett 

Year 7 specific issues, or those related  
to primary transition 

CeriHammond@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

SEND AnitaBush@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

Finding out what your child is learning  
right now 

Alcester Academy | Quality of Education 
See our long term plans for each subject by year group 

Where to find your child’s teachers  
email contact 

Alcester Academy | Quality of Education 
These are found under the relevant subject area for all 
teachers 

General queries, trips visits and payments 

admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk 
Please say in your email very clearly what the nature of the 
content is with regard to. We can direct it appropriately 
then for you. 

Exams lyndseykirby@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

I hope that this provides a useful summary for you all. LSU will attempt to return your general calls 

throughout the school day. If these need escalating to a senior member of staff, this will then be done in 

a timely way. 

 

If you need to know where your child’s work is kept for each subject, we collated this for you and the 

summary can be found at: https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/quality-of-education/teaching--learning--

-assessment/where-can-i-find-my-child-s-work- 

mailto:wendywoodman@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:karenbuckthorp@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:nickcooke@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/quality-of-education/curriculum-contacts
mailto:PaulaTaylor@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:CareerZone@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:CeriHammond@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:AnitaBush@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/quality-of-education
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/quality-of-education
mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:lyndseykirby@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/quality-of-education/teaching--learning---assessment/where-can-i-find-my-child-s-work-
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/quality-of-education/teaching--learning---assessment/where-can-i-find-my-child-s-work-
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Parking on Captain’s Hill 

I have been contacted by a local resident asking for 

parents not to park on the grass strip in between 

Captain’s Hill and the service road. Concerns have 

been voiced about student safety as cars park up 

and leave this area. Many thanks. 

 

Non uniform 

The final amount raised for Save the 

Children at the end of last term 

was £505. Thank you all so much. 

 

Safeguarding 

This news appeared in the Telegraph over the 

Christmas holiday. You may find it of interest as 

parents and carers: 

Police have launched a campaign which warns 

teachers and parents of a "secret world of emojis" 

used by teenagers to reference drugs and sex. The 

force said children and young people are using 

emojis to disguise text conversations about taboo 

topics from their parents and carers and suggested 

dealers could be using the tactic to encourage teen-

agers to take drugs, become a drug runner or deal 

drugs themselves. The force urged parents and 

teachers to become emoji-aware and shared 

graphics of commonly used icons on its social me-

dia pages to encourage adults to guess their hidden 

meaning. The force revealed that cocaine is repre-

sented by the nose emoji, a fish, a petrol pump, a 

snowman or a snowflake, while MDMA/Ecstasy is 

depicted using a devil icon, a skull, an alien, or a 

tentacled monster. 

 

Friends of Alcester Academy  

Next Friends of Alcester Academy meeting— 

Thursday 12th January at 7pm. 

 

After the success of our recent Family Quiz Night, 

we are holding our next meeting on 12th January. 

This will be by TEAMS. Please contact the school 

office if you wish to join a small, very select but 

happy group! 

 

Our next family evening will be Bingo on Friday 

17th March 2023. Save the date! 

  

Drop-In 

Wednesday drop-ins continue for parents 3.30-

4.25pm. No appointment is needed. 

  

Clubs Offer 

Another exciting extra-curricular offer has gone 

out for this half term. Please take time to discuss 

this at home with your child. You would be amazed 

at the difference that joining a club might make to 

the self-confidence and esteem of youngsters. 

   

Thinking of Liv 

We will be delighted to take receipt of this  

wonderful hand carved bench in memory of Olivia 

Worrallo very soon. I have spoken to the students 

in assembly this week about it’s significance and 

the care that needs to be taken with it. It will be a 

very special feature at school for many years to 

come I hope. Huge thanks to Sharon and Matt, 

Liv’s parents, for donating this striking piece.  

Such craftmanship. 

 

And so, to a conclude for this week. Just a short 

update for you as we begin term with more exciting 

news to follow in future editions. Have you taken 

your Christmas tree down yet? Good luck for that 

this weekend if it is still a pending household job. 

Mine is all packed away with some more work now 

needed on that spring clean! 

 

Whatever you are all doing, we wish you all a  

super weekend ahead. 

  

Best wishes 

 

Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher 
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Useful diary dates 2023 
 

Monday 9th January. Year 9 exams start in the hall. 

Monday 9th January. Year 11 external exam for iMedia (pm). 

Tuesday 10th January. Nasal flu immunisations for year 7-9 (by former consent). 

Wednesday 11th January. Year 11 Child Development External exam (am). 

Thursday 12th January. PTA Meeting. 7pm TEAMS. 

Monday 23rd January. Year 8 exams start in the hall. 

Wednesday 25th January. Year 11 Cup Match (re-scheduled) lesson 4 and 5. Top field by the turning 

circle. 

Monday 30th January. Year 10 Super Learning Day. Safe and Sound. 

Tuesday 31st January Year 7/8 Super Learning STEM Day. 

Thursday 9th February. AGS Subject Sampling Evening for year 11. 

Thursday 9th February. Year 9 Super Learning Day. Calling it Out. 

Tuesday 14th February. Year 11 History Show. 3.30pm. More details to follow. 

Wednesday 15th February. Year 11 Doctor’s Show lesson 1-4. 

Thursday 16th February. Year 9 Parents’ Evening 4-7pm School Cloud. 

Friday 17th February. Year 9 Detective workshop day. 

18-25th February International Ski Trip HALF TERM (dry ski sessions taking place this half term). 

Monday 27th March. Year 11 Mocks start (2). 

Thursday 2nd March. World Book Day. 

Week beginning 13th March. Year 10 Work Experience Week. 

14/15th March. Year 11 Practical exams for Hospitality and Catering. 

Thursday 16th March. Year 11 Geography Field Trip to Bristol. 

Friday 17th March. Bingo Family Night. 6.30pm. Hall. 

Monday 20th March. Year 8 Super Learning Day. Talking Heads. 

Tuesday 21st March. Year 11 School Photo Day. 

Thursday 23rd March. Year 10 Parent Form on Exams. Arrangements TBC. 

Thursday 30th March. Sports Awards Evening. Invited students. Details to follow. 

Friday 31st March. Early finish 12.40pm. 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  

Thursday 20th April. Year 8 Parents Evening to begin the Options Process. 

 

Various reports published throughout this term.  

This is not an exhaustive list, just a guide. 
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Careers in Science—BIOTECHNOLOGIST 

WHAT YOU WILL DO 

Day-to-day duties will depend on your field of expertise.  

 

Environmental biotechnologists will: 

Clean polluted land or water using micro-organisms and plants 

 

Industrial biotechnologists will: 

Clone and create enzymes for use in manufacturing food and drink 

 

Medical biotechnologists will: 

Study human genetics, proteins, antibodies, viruses, plants and 

fungi 

CAREER TIPS 

You may find it useful to join an organisation like the Science 

Council so you can get professional recognition, find training 

opportunities and make industry contacts.  

 

https://sciencecouncil.org/professional-bodies/benefits-of-being-a-

member-or-licensed-body/ 

 

You can find out more about working in biotechnology from the 

Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council.  

 

https://www.ukri.org/councils/bbsrc 

THE ROUTE TO BECOMING A BIOTECHNOLOGIST 

School: 5 GCSEs at grades 9-4 including English,  

maths and science 

 

Sixth Form/College: 2 or 3 A Levels including biology  

 

University: A degree and postgraduate qualification in 

a relevant subject, such as biotechnology, bioscience,           

microbiology, biochemistry, chemistry  

or chemical engineering 

SKILLS YOU WILL NEED 

To be successful you will need the following skills:  

• knowledge of biology 

• be thorough and pay attention to detail 

• the ability to work on your own 

• excellent verbal communication skills 

• maths knowledge 

• analytical thinking skills 

https://sciencecouncil.org/professional-bodies/benefits-of-being-a-member-or-licensed-body/
https://sciencecouncil.org/professional-bodies/benefits-of-being-a-member-or-licensed-body/
https://www.ukri.org/councils/bbsrc
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Term Dates 2023 

 

SPRING TERM 2023 

Half Term     Monday 20th – Friday 24th February 2023 

Back to school   Monday 27th February 2023 

  

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 31st March 2023 at 12.40pm 

  

SUMMER TERM 2023 

Summer Term begins  Monday 17th April 2023 

 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 1st May 2023 

Bank Holiday   Monday 8th May 2023 

 

Half Term     Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2023 

Back to school   Monday 5th June 2023 

     

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 
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Extra-curricular Sport 

We look forward to resuming extra-curricular sports clubs next week both after school and at 

lunchtime. 

Please see below for timetables for next week: 

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

  

Next weeks confirmed fixtures: 

Monday 9th – year 9 Netball v AGS and St Benedict’s @ AGS 

Monday 9th – year 8 Basketball v St Benedict’s @ Home 

Wednesday 11th Jan – year 7 and 8 Basketball v AGS @ AGS 

 

Changes due to fixtures: 

No year 8/9 practise on Wednesday due to fixture 

Year 9 Basketball players can attend Tuesday at lunchtime to practise 


