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6th October 2023 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

Good afternoon. I hope that you  

have had a super week. 

  

I’m delighted to update you on  

matters arising this week at the 

Academy as follows. 

  

In assemblies, we celebrated National 

Smile Week. This was my theme of 

the week with the students, and what a lovely 

topic to cover! Within assemblies, I shared our 

plans for Hello Yellow where we are also sup-

porting the national Take A Moment cam-

paign for World Mental Health Day next week, 

 

Take A Moment - Raising 

awareness for mental 

health  

 

and I discussed our non-

uniform day on Thursday 

26th October with stu-

dents (see the poster later 

in the bulletin regarding this). I asked year 7 

and 8 to nominate someone who had been kind 

to them and made them smile this week, and 

I’ll share some of these with you in 

next Friday’s edition. 

 

I was also very keen to showcase 

our new Academy promotional  

video to the students. So many of 

them are featured in this. You can 

now find it on the school web-

site www.alcesteraacdemy.org.uk. 

And our social media platforms  

X (Twitter): @AlcesterAcademy  

Instagram: alcester_academytl 

Facebook: Alcester Academy 

 

Thanks to Miss McKenzie, Assistant 

Headteacher for directing this. I had  

goosebumps watching our wonderful student 

ambassadors and I hope that you enjoy  

viewing this too. It is fabulous! 

 

Year 11 students had a busy week with a  

focussed assembly on Monday from Mr Cooke,  

a CV writing Super Learning Day on Tuesday, 

and then we welcomed Stratford Girls’ Gram-

mar School in to assembly today with year 11 

and year 10 combined. It was great to see  

former students at this talking about their 

amazing experiences. 

What’s inside this week... 

Page 1  NEW Promotional School Video  

Page 2  Trip release news  

Page 2  New maths pilot  

Page 2  Year 7 Road safety  

Page 2  Warwickshire Youth Elections  

Page 7  Non uniform day  

https://takeamoment.uk/
https://takeamoment.uk/
https://takeamoment.uk/
http://www.alcesteraacdemy.org.uk
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Thank you to the team from Jumar - Scalable dig-

ital services to private and public sectors with 

collaboration at the core who spent Tuesday with 

our year 11s preparing them for their mock inter-

views next week. 

 

As if that wasn’t enough, we had a learning walk 

week too looking at recall strategies with KS3 

students in particular. 

  

School Trips 

This week we launched  

• Wimbledon 2024,  

• Iceland for 2025 geographers,   

• Year 11 history trips;  

 The Inquisition of Elizabeth I  

 The Doctors Show  

• and a year 11 STEM Day to RAF Cosford 

(with year 9 computer scientists also  

invited). 

 

I would like to continue to offer my thanks to staff 

for being prepared to organise and lead trips for 

our students. They do really bring learning to life. 

  

Skern Lodge 2023—year 9 

I’m wishing our year 9s a safe and exhilarating 

week next week in North Devon. I can’t wait to 

hear all about it when they return. Thank you to 

those staff on this trip. 

 

Scooting to school 

I am thrilled that many of our year 7s are scoot-

ing to school. Please can I ask parents to chat to 

the students about road safety. We have too. The 

students were whizzing down the service road of 

Captain’s Hill without a care in the world this 

week. 

 

New pilot in maths at  
Alcester Academy— 
Sparx Maths 

We are proud to be engag-

ing with a new online 

maths platform called 

Sparx. More detail will fol-

low in due course for par-

ents. I was very impressed 

to see the demonstration 

for this last week with 

Miss Elliott. 

  

Warwickshire Youth Elections 

These are currently taking place for any  

interested student. 

 

What are Youth Council elections? 

The elections are an opportunity for 11-18 year 

olds who live or go to school/college in Warwick-

shire to nominate themselves to become a  

member of the Warwickshire Youth Council. 

https://www.jumar.co.uk/
https://www.jumar.co.uk/
https://www.jumar.co.uk/
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The Youth Council elections are an opportunity 

to: 

• Listen to and represent the views of War-

wickshire young people 

• Talk about issues that are important to 

young people living in Warwickshire and 

how things can be improved 

• Meet with MPs and local councillors, organ-

ise events, run campaigns, make speeches, 

hold debates, and ensure the views of young 

people are listened to by decision makers. 

 

As a member of the Youth Council how much 

time do I need to commit? 

 

If elected, students will be a member of  

Warwickshire Youth Council for two years. 

The Youth Council meets monthly on a  

Tuesday from 6pm - 8pm. 

The meetings are held face-to-face but if you  

cannot attend you can join online. 

Occasionally extra meetings are booked in  

addition to monthly meetings. 

  

For more details see:  

Be heard – Child Friendly Warwick-

shire 

  

 

Friends Meeting 

The next PTA meeting will be held online on 

Thursday 12th October at 7pm. 

  

Congratulations to: 

Shannon and Scarlett, year 7 and 9 for helping  

to raise almost £300 in a local Macmillan Coffee 

morning recently. Thank you girls!  

  

 

Thank you to the Court Leet for a wonderful 

event last night at the Town Hall in Alcester. 

This was hosted by Marc Venables.  

 

Many congratulations to 

our High Bailiff for the 

next year, Martin  

Burden. Last night saw 

history made with the 

first elected female to 

this position.  

Congratulations to Tracy 

Parkes who takes up the position of Low Bailiff. 

Another reminder that Alcester is such a special 

place. I was made to feel extremely welcome  

indeed. 

   

I hear that this weekend is going to be quite the 

scorcher ! Just be careful and please warn the 

children about the dangers of open swimming if 

we see the predicted temperatures in reality. 

  

Wishing you all a relaxing weekend ahead and a 

chance to hopefully catch the end of summer! 

  

Best wishes 

  

Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher 

  

https://www.childfriendlywarwickshire.co.uk/outcomes/heard/2
https://www.childfriendlywarwickshire.co.uk/outcomes/heard/2
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Epraise Leaderboard—this week  
 

Top Students—this week: 

1 Scarlett  7WI 40 points 

2 Shannon 9BI 31 points 

3 Noah  7RA 16 points 

3 Jude   7WI 16 points 

3 Tesla   7TN 16 points 

6 Ethan  7TN 15 points 

6 Jack   7TN 15 points 

6 Harry  8TY 15 points 

6 Charlie  8SI 15 points 

6 Ben   8SI 15 points 

 
Top Tutor—this week:  

1 7LX  263 points 

2 7WI  262 points 

3 7RA  237 points 

4 7TN  236 points 

5 8TY  232 points 

6 7KO  231 points 

7 11MR  230 points 

8 8SI  216 points 

9 8GA  204 points 

10 8TU  191 points 

 

Top Staff—this week: 

1 Mr Yarrington 438 points 

2 Mrs Gorner  392 points 

3 Mr Jones  372 points 

4 Mr Bowater  338 points 

5 Miss Lewis  330 points 

6 Mrs Weatherley 280 points 

7 Miss Bishop  206 points 

8 Mr Rossiter  199 points 

9 Miss Kavanagh 185 points 

10 Mr Moffatt  171 points 

 

Top Subjects—this week: 
 

1 English 825 points 

2 Art  547 points 

3 Maths  469 points 

4 History 440 points 

5 Geography 388 points 

6 French 297 points 

7 IT  200 points 

8 PE  145 points 

9 RS  130 points 

10 German 113 points 
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European Day of Languages 

I would like to say a huge thank you to all tutors 

and their classes for taking part in European Day 

of Languages. The students found the music quiz 

interesting, and they had fun listening to the songs 

in different languages. Congratulations to the fol-

lowing winning tutor groups who will have pains 

au chocolat for their groups: 

 

7KO—8 correct answers 

9BW—7 correct answers 

8YA—7 correct answers 

10PW—9 correct answers 

 

I want also to say thank you to all students for  

entries in our treasure hunt. Thank you for  

participating!  

We look forward to presenting you with new  

language challenges next year. 

 

September’s Linguists of the Month 
 

French  

Year 7  Traviss  

Year 8   Eva  

Year 9   Reuben  

Year 10  Em  

Year 11  Kyra  
 

German  

Year 7   Ben  

Year 8   Harry  

Year 9   Natasha  

Year 10  Liv  

Year 11  George  

 

Congratulations—Mrs Weatherley 

Head of MFL 
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Whole School Attendance: 93.4% 

 

Top tutors this week: 

7KO with 98.8% attendance 

8GA with 100% attendance—fab! 

9BI with 93.1% attendance 

10PW with 98.1% attendance 

11MO with 100% attendance—fab! 

 

Well done everyone! 

 

Top House this week: 

Greville with 94.6% 

 

 

Reminder 

Hello parents and carers—if your child is absent 

from school, please inform the Attendance Officer,  

Mrs Louise Hatcher, of the reason before 9.30am 

each day.  

 

This can be done through SchoolComms,  

by calling 01789 762285 or by emailing 

louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk. 

 

Thank you. 

Attendance News 

Please find attached the first part of our revision timetable for the rest of this half term (5 weeks).  

Mr Cooke 

Year 11 Revision 

Day Option lunch Option after school 

Monday French, Sport PE1/ Study room M5   

Tuesday Study room S5   

Wednesday 
ICT Creative iMedia/ 

Media Studies/Study room E2 

Computer Science 

Hospitality and Catering 

DT coursework catch up 

Thursday German/Study room E2 Art & Photography 

Friday Geography   

mailto:louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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SJG Visit 

Last Friday, SJG International, visited Alcester 

Academy with their recruitment agency Next Gen. 

 

In extremely exciting news, SJG International are 

seeking to recruit Level 2 and 3 apprentices in due 

course and came to speak to students interested in a 

future engineering career. 

 

Apprenticeships are notoriously difficult to secure, 

and we are delighted that they have chosen Alcester 

Academy students to pitch this incredible opportunity 

to. With a significant interest from our year 11  

cohort, we are now looking to visit the head office 

with a view to finding out more about this amazing 

opportunity. 

 

Miss Bartlett 

On Thursday the 5th of October, it was not only 

World Teacher Day, but it was also National  

Poetry Day!  

 

This year's theme was 'refuge'. In English, we 

looked at what 'refuge' means to us and created 

poems based on the places that we find the most 

happiness - a lot of our poems were about being in 

bed with our dogs! Well done to year 7 for some of 

their amazing poems.  

Miss Lewis  

National Poetry Day at Alcester Academy 
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AUTUMN TERM 2023 

School closed   Friday 27th October 2023  

     Teacher training day 

Half term    Monday 30th October – Friday 3rd November 2023 

Back to school   Monday 6th November 2023 

Autumn Term ends  Friday 22nd December 2023 at 12.40pm 

 

SPRING TERM 2024 

School closed   Monday 8th January 2024 

     Teacher training day 

Spring Term begins  Tuesday 9th January 2024 

Half Term     Monday 12th – Friday 16th February 2024 

Back to school   Monday 19th February 2024 

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 22nd March 2024 at 12.40pm 

  

SUMMER TERM 2024 

Summer Term begins  Monday 8th April 2024 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 6th May 2024 

Half Term     Monday 27th – Friday 31st May 2024 

Back to school   Monday 3rd June 2024   

Summer Term ends  Friday 19th July 2024 at 12.40pm 

Alcester Academy Term Dates 2023-24 
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Extra Curricular Clubs 
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

This week’s sport roundup 

Year 8 Football v Campion 

With thunder rolling around in the distance and 

the rain lashing down, our year 8s took on  

Campion School in their second league game of 

the season. After a cagey first half where we had 

created lots of chances but were unable to take 

any of them, Ethan popped up at the far post to 

nudge us in front in the 2nd minute of the second 

half and they never looked back. Further strikes 

from Tom x2, Toby x2 and Johnny cemented a 6-0 

victory and gave them a big confidence boost prior 

to their game v St. Benedict's this Thursday. Well 

done to the whole squad! 

 

KS3 Girls Football v Sibford School 

Tuesday saw our U13 Girls take on Sibford School 

in the first round of the National Cup. With the 

team playing together for the first time it was go-

ing to be a voyage of discovery, but they took to it 

well and opened up a two goal lead by half time 

after some powerful play.  

 

We looked solid at the back, dominated midfield 

and our forwards pressed well, harassing the 

Sibford backline effectively. After the break we 

added a further 4 goals with some great passing 

play and accurate finishing. Credit to the whole 

squad for a fabulous first performance and we are 

looking forward to the next round! Goals from 

Georgia x2, Daisy x2, Farrah and Rose. 

 

 

Year 11 Football v AGS (Cup) 

Our year 11 team took on local rivals AGS in the 

second round of the district cup on Tuesday. A 

closely contested first half saw action at both ends 

of the pitch, with great work rate and spirit 

shown from both sides. A couple of quick fire goals 

saw a 2-0 lead established, although a lack in con-

centration allowed AGS to pull one back just be-

fore the half-time whistle. All to play for second 

half for both schools.  

 

Following the break we establishes more domi-

nance in the second half to gain control of the 

match with 2 further goals sealing a 1-4 win. 

Good luck to year 11 who now progress into the 

semi-final of the District Cup.  
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

Year 9 Football v Studley 

Our first outing for year 9 saw them take on 

Studley in the League. With the Studley U14 

team having gained a strong reputation within 

the local area, our year 9 lads knew it was going 

to be a tough fixture. Trying out a new system 

from year 8, the year 9 team showed great pro-

gress and maturity on the pitch with excellent 

organisation and commitment. The match re-

minded extremely competitive throughout and 

despite not coming away victorious there were 

lots of positives to take from the year 9 perfor-

mance in their first match following the break.  

We look forward to taking on Myton in the Cup 

in a few weeks time – enjoy Skern Lodge next 

week year 9! 

 

Congratulations to Morgan (year 9) who has 

been selected for Swim England's regional tal-

ent pathway based on her 200m long course 

time for the Individual Medley. This is a fantas-

tic achievement and we wish her all the best as 

she takes on a new challenge!  

External Sporting opportunities 

Please see below for an external sporting opportunity: 

Year 11 Applications Open—Etone Football Education Academy 
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Lunchtime Sport 

After School Sport 

* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  
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The School 

In 2022, the Progress 8 score for the school was +0.46 The school has a new leadership team and we consid-

er that the welfare of staff is of paramount importance.  

GCSE HEADLINES 2022  

English and Maths 4+ = 79% (national 70%) 

English and Maths 5+ = 61% (national 50%) 

English and Maths 7+= 25% (national 15%) 

Total Attainment 8 = 53 

Average grade: 5.3 

Approximate P8: 0.5 (well above average) 

Maths 4+ = 82%      Maths 5+ = 70%     Maths 7+ = 32%  

 

The Post 

This is an exciting opportunity for a strong middle leader with a proven track record of exemplary student 

outcomes. The successful applicant will be able to demonstrate experience of effective leadership and ambi-

tion towards future management in a Middle Leadership position, and a willingness to contribute to the 

whole staff team. Flexibility and the ability to innovate are desirable qualities, along with energy and ca-

pacity for hard work. The successful candidate will have a good understanding of what effective Teaching 

& Learning looks like for children of all abilities and be committed to enable all students to access the cur-

riculum in order to fulfil their academic potential. They will be able to engage and enthuse students of all 

aptitudes. Resilience and drive are desirable qualities in order to ensure that students at Alcester Academy 

are provided with the very best life opportunities possible.  

 

The deadline for applications is Friday 13th October at 12 noon 

Interviews expected to take place WC 16th October 2023  

Starting: January 2024 

 

Alcester Academy reserve the right to appoint before the deadline for a suitable candidate. We reserve the 

right to follow up references provided in person.  

 

If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy or wish to visit the school, please con-

tact admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. We look forward to receiving your application.  

Please note that this school is committed to safeguarding, equality of opportunity, and promoting the wel-

fare of children and young people. An enhanced DBS check will be required. 

MPS/UPS + TLR Subject to experience  

Closing date Friday 13th October at 12 noon 

Interview date to be set 

Vacancy—Second i/c of maths 

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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The Post 

This is an exciting opportunity for a strong middle leader with a proven track record of exemplary student 

outcomes. The successful applicant will be able to demonstrate experience of effective leadership and ambi-

tion towards future management in a Middle Leadership position, and a willingness to contribute to the 

whole staff team. Flexibility and the ability to innovate are desirable qualities, along with energy and ca-

pacity for hard work. The successful candidate will have a good understanding of what effective Teaching 

& Learning looks like for children of all abilities and be committed to enable all students to access the cur-

riculum in order to fulfil their academic potential. They will be able to engage and enthuse students of all 

aptitudes. Resilience and drive are desirable qualities in order to ensure that students at Alcester Academy 

are provided with the very best life opportunities possible.  

 

The deadline for applications is Friday 13th October at 12 noon 

Interviews expected to take place WC 16th October 2023 

Starting: January 2024  

 

Alcester Academy reserve the right to appoint before the deadline for a suitable candidate. We reserve the 

right to follow up references provided in person. If you have any questions with regard to this vacancy or 

wish to visit the school, please contact admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk. We look forward to receiving your 

application. Please note that this school is committed to safeguarding, equality of opportunity, and promot-

ing the welfare of children and young people. An enhanced DBS check will be required.  

MPS/UPS + TLR Subject to experience 

Closing date Friday 13th October at 12 noon 

Interview date to be set 

Second i/c of English Whole School literacy lead  

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE        

Alcester Academy Lunchtime Supervisor 

We are currently seeking reliable staff to join our team of lunchtime supervisors, working 7.5 

hours a week, term time only. Times may vary according to Academy activities throughout the 

academic year. Post Level Band A £10.60 per hour  

This post is temporary 12 months in the first instance.  

Closing date for applications is 12 noon on Friday 13th October 2023  

Interviews provisionally planned for Wednesday 18th October 2023  

Starting: 6th November 2023  

 

Alcester Academy Lunchtime Supervisor Advert  
 

Alcester Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all 

staff and volunteers to share this commitment. A DBS check is required for appointment to this post.  

mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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In 2023, Children's Air Ambulance celebrates the 10th anniversary  
of our first ever patient transfer. 

Much has changed within our pioneering service in those 10 years,  
and we're inviting children and young people to let their imaginations fly  
and tell us what they think helicopters will look like in the next 10 years.  

The competition leaflet can be downloaded from the link https://bit.ly/3RHyWae  

https://bit.ly/3RHyWae
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Texan Peacocks will be playing a special gig  
to celebrate their 20th year  

on Friday 27th October from 7pm 
at the Greig Hall in Alcester! 

Tickets are £10 each! 
Original member Mr Badham will be playing!  
 https://www.trybooking.com/uk/events/landing/47014 

https://www.trybooking.com/uk/events/landing/47014
https://www.trybooking.com/uk/events/landing/47014

