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6th November 2020 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

 

Thank you so much for your donations to the 

Alcester branch of the Royal British Legion 

this year. We are currently holding £1,220  

on their behalf as your donation. We are  

very grateful indeed. 

Please keep an eye out on BBC Midlands  

Today for the feature on our poppies.  

 

There will be a two minute silence held on 

Wednesday 11th November in school at 11am. 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 2 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

Welcome back after 

half term. As ever, I 

really want to convey 

my thanks to you 

this week as we re-

acted to the Prime 

Minister’s address on 

Saturday evening 

about the national 

four week lockdown 

again. I’ve asked the 

students to respect 

the wider picture for 

you at home this week and we are thinking of you 

all as many of you head back into working from 

home and the additional anxieties caused by look-

ing after elderly or infirm relatives during this 

period. The students continue to be a real credit 

to you and the team at the Academy. We feel priv-

ileged that we are able to keep their routines go-

ing at school during the next four weeks and have 

continued to reassure them that they are in the 

safest environment here that we can create. De-

spite the national picture, the buzz around school 

continues to be uplifting and positive and there 

has been a good start to this half term. Children 

have worked with us on the new social areas and 

seem much better suited to their new environ-

ments for now at least. We will move to a 3:2 day 

as year 11 mocks begin on 26th November. 

It was superb to welcome our year 9 and year 7s 

back this week after their period of self-isolation. 

Thank you for working with us on this; not at all 

easy over half term! 

I’m grateful for the resounding support shown by 

you to the idea of students keeping face coverings 

on in class. In light of the growing R rate this is 

providing additional security for students and 

staff in the short term. I do recognise that seeing 

faces is the best option but sadly we haven’t the 

luxury of taking chances right now. The children 

know that we are working as a community to pro-

tect each other and the staff. Frankly, whilst a 

cliché, we are all working together to protect 

whatever the Christmas period looks like too. It is 

my expectation now that children will keep face 

coverings on in lessons. 

  

In other news this week, thank you for the contri-

butions made to Young Minds and Macmillan at 

the end of last term. We raised just over £1200.00 

that has been split and sent off to both charities. 

  

Half Term 

We are extremely grateful to Alcester Town for 

putting on the lunch offer at the Jubilee Centre 

for our students. I am also grateful to those of you 

running more discrete offers for students.  

We have been advised that there is a Welfare 

Scheme in Warwickshire if parents need this over 

any future holiday periods.  

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/localwelfaresch

eme 

  

Newport Foundation 

Thank you to the Newport Foundation for a  

further grant received towards IT equipment for 

students at this time. 

  

Year 11s 

I have attached the updated revision timetable 

towards the end of the bulletin with a further 

copy of the mock timetable also. Mocks begin at 

the end of November. Saturday Schools start this 

weekend in readiness for the mocks. 

Students must have their own set of equipment 

for mocks in order to comply with safety and they 

will all be asked to wear a face covering in the 

hall for added protection. I’ve have been asked if a 

clear visor is acceptable in light of some exams 

being over two hours long and yes, this will be 

perfectly fine as an alternative. Stationery items 

must be carried in a clear case and a water bottle 

is permitted as long as it has clear plastic with no 

labels. See the mock guidance sent out recently. 

 

New Governor Welcome 

We welcome Mr Tim Harrison to the Governing Body and 

thank him in advance for this contribution to school life. 

 

General equipment in school 

Please can you ensure that all students are 

properly equipped for school. This would help 

hugely right now. Thank you. 

  
 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/localwelfarescheme
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/localwelfarescheme
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Year 8 and 9 Parent Forum 

Thanks to those of you who joined Mrs Woodman 

and Mr Cooke on Wednesday for the parent voice 

session on our proposed new reporting system. We 

appreciated you giving up part of your evening. If 

you still need to feedback, please let Mrs Wood-

man know in the next few days. 

wendywoodman@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

  

Uniform 

We apologise to those of you still waiting for PE 

garments from NSC. As a solution, Miss Buck-

thorp turned entrepreneur over half term and we 

have sourced some good old M & S equivalents. 

We will then brand these with the school logo. 

Please keep an eye on the Gateway in order to 

order these rather than wait. We’ll have a few 

days turn around on delivery and embroidering. 

  

National School Meals Week 2020 

National School Meals 

Week 2020 

9th – 13th November 

National School Meals 

Week (NSMW) has now 

been running for almost 

30 years, and during 

what continues to be 

very strange times for us all, NSMW has added 

importance this year. Children are continuing to 

be away from the school environment due to isola-

tion periods and, following the many months 

away from education in the spring/summer, many 

school caterers are still being asked to serve 

packed lunches in the classroom, the return to hot 

meals has been staggered across the country. 

Many schools continue to make different arrange-

ments as everyone finds their way through what 

best works for them. 

NSMW can help restart the conversation around 

the importance of nutritious hot school meals and 

hopefully support more children returning to 

school meals. An important point to make is that 

school catering staff, key workers in their own 

right, have been serving school food safely 

throughout the pandemic, including during the 

school holidays and, for that, the country as a 

whole is very grateful. They are at the heart of all 

that is happening now and we thank them for 

their flexibility, dedication and hard work. School 

caterers are best placed to feed children at 

lunchtimes. That’s why we have dedicated a day 

of NSMW to them. 

 

Get involved on social media  
and in the press 

 

Please follow all our social media platforms. 

Facebook  

@nationalschoolmealsweek 

Twitter  

@NSMW @LACA_UK 

Instagram  

#nationalschoolmealsweek laca_uk 

  

Remember that students can 

choose to buy from  the canteen 

at Alcester Academy on any day 

without notice. Just ensure that 

their cards are uploaded to pro-

vide credit on their account. 

Parents – all students now have 

access to a food area that uses the cashless system 

at break time and lunchtime now. Please ensure 

that cards are uploaded with credit so that service 

can be as quick as possible. 

 

Careers News 

Delighted to receive this certificate this week for 

our partnerships with local businesses. We thank 

them for helping us to support the students so 

well. 

 

Coronavirus Updates 

Alcester Town  
Football Club 

Our deepest sympathy goes to 

the family of the Chairman,  

Dave Taylor at this very sad 

time. We thank Dave very 

much for everything that he did 

to support Alcester Academy 

students.  

mailto:wendywoodman@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/nationalschoolmealsweek
https://twitter.com/LACA_UK
https://www.instagram.com/laca_uk/


 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 4 

What we do when a case is confirmed 
with a student 

It might help parents to know the logistics  

followed by SLT when a student covid case is  

confirmed. 

After contacting Public Health England and War-

wickshire, SLT work quickly to identify the close 

contacts of the affected child. All of the classes 

have accurate seating plans available to SLT both 

in and out of school. This includes the tutor 

groups and clubs or interventions running within 

school too. We look into friendship groups and 

travel to school in order to ensure that the bubble 

size to self-isolate is reduced to the absolutely 

minimum number of children.  

There are three letters sent out to parents as  

follows: 

 To inform you that your child has been in 

close contact and needs to self-isolate for  

14 days. 

 To inform you that your child has NOT 

been in close contact but you need to re-

main aware and vigilant for symptoms. 

Your child can continue to come to school 

 To inform the rest of the school of a positive 

case. 

 These letters are recommended templates 

written by Warwickshire and PHE. 

They include advice references for  

further information as required.  

 Sadly if your child is ask to self-isolate for 

14 days after been in close contact with an 

affected child, receiving a negative test does 

NOT exempt them from this period of time. 

Symptoms can still develop within this time 

frame.  

  

Work whilst isolating at home 

Hopefully by now, parents are aware that work 

for students will be posted on the normal lesson 

Google Classrooms or in the self-isolation class-

rooms. See the website for codes   

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/life-at-

alcester-academy/coronavirus--covid-19- 

  

Buses 

Our last two confirmed coronavirus cases includ-

ed children who did travel on buses. It is more 

imperative than ever therefore that face coverings 

are worn during the school journey please. 

 

Community Support 

November lockdown - ff you need practical help 

please call Alcester Community Resilience on 

07707 598379 or email:  

alcester.response@outlook.com 

  

Expenses for schools 

If you feel able to, please could I ask parents to 

help schools by signing the petition to help us 

claim back some of the thousands of pounds spent 

now on getting the building covid safe for the stu-

dents return in September. As a small school, we 

have really felt this on the budget. Thank you. 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/555718 

 

On behalf of all staff and Governors, we continue 

to appreciate everything that you are doing to 

support us right now. We are still having to react 

to many constant changes and it can be waring 

for everyone we know. In school, maintaining a 

happy and buoyant atmosphere is essential and 

therefore we are planning some exciting ‘new 

style’ end of term activities for students. Watch 

this space. 

  

Please ensure that students honour and respect 

the lockdown guidance over the next few days.  

Wishing you a safe and relaxing weekend. 

Best wishes 

  

Sarah Mellors  

Headteacher 

Language Idiom of the Week 
 

English: To make up something 

French: Raconter des salades 

Literal meaning: To tell salads 

German: Etwas erfinden 

Literal meaning: To find something out 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/life-at-alcester-academy/coronavirus--covid-19-
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/life-at-alcester-academy/coronavirus--covid-19-
mailto:alcester.response@outlook.com
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/555718
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Year 8 students have been working on their Conflict project work this term.  
Excellent work Lilia (top) and Alice (above)! Miss Nemeshanyi 

Artworks of the Week 
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Year 11 Mock Examinations – Autumn 2020 

Date and Time Subject Duration 

Thursday 26th November 

9.00am English Literature Paper 1 1hr 45 

1.30pm French Reading/Listening 
F 45/35m 

H 1hr/45m 

Friday 27th November 

9.00am 
Biology – Combined Science 

Biology 

1hr 15 

1hr 45 

1.05pm 
Sport 
Child Care 

1hr 15 

1hr 15 

Monday 30th November 

9.00am English Literature Paper 2 1hr 45 

1.30pm 
IT 

Computer Science Paper 1 

1hr 15 

1hr 30 

Tuesday 1st December 

9.00am History 2hrs 

1.30pm Maths Paper 1 Non-calculator 1hr 30 

Wednesday 2nd December 

9.00am 
Chemistry – Combined Science 

Chemistry 

1hr 15 

1hr 45 

1.30pm Physical Geography 1hr 30 

Thursday 3rd December 

9.00am English Language Paper 1 1hr 45 

1.30pm Media 1hr 30 

Friday 4th December 

9.00am Maths Paper 2 Calculator 1hr 30 

1.30pm Catch up session   

Monday 7th December 

9.00am English Language Paper 2 1hr 45 

1.30pm German Reading/Listening 
F 45/35m 

H 1hr/45m 

Tuesday 8th December 

9.00am 
Physics – Combined Science 

Physics 
1hr 15 

1hr 45 

1.30pm Maths Paper 3 Calculator 1hr 30 

Wednesday 9th December 

9.00am Human Geography 1hr 30 

1.30pm French/German Writing 
F 1hr 5 

H 1hr 20 

Thursday 10th December 

9.00am RE 2hrs 

1.30pm Computer Science Paper 2 1hr 30 

Friday 11th December 

9.00am Catch up session   

1.30pm Catch up session   
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Term Dates 

AUTUMN TERM 2020 

School closed   Monday 14th December – Teacher training day 

   

Autumn Term ends  Friday 18th December 2020 at 12.40pm 

  

SPRING TERM 2021 

School closed   Monday 4th January 2021 – Teacher training day 

 

Spring Term begins  Tuesday 5th January 2021 

 

Half Term    Monday 15th – Friday 19th February 2021 

Back to school   Monday 22nd February 2021 

  

Spring Term ends (Easter) Thursday 1st April 2021 

Year 11 Revision Timetable 

WEEK A 
wb- 9/11, 23/11.  

Lunchtime Afterschool  

Monday Physics (sets 1 and 2) 
(M4)   

Chemistry (sets 1 and 2) 
(M1) 
English (M2-5)  

Tuesday  MFL (M1 and M2) 

Wednesday  Music&PA (Music rooms) 
Science combined if not 
Music&PA (M1) 

Music &PA-(Music rooms) 
  

Thursday RE (M1) 
IT (iMedia & CS) (ICT2) 

Maths (M rooms) 
  

Friday  History (M1) 
Art (M1)  
Textiles  

Independent study at 
home  

WEEK B 
wb-2/11, 16/11, 30/11. 

Lunchtime Afterschool  

Monday Physics (sets 1 and 2) 
(M4)   

English (M rooms)  

Tuesday  MFL (M1 and M2)  

Wednesday  Music&PA (Music rooms) 
Science combined if not 
music/pa (M1)  

Geography (M1) 

Thursday RE (M1) 
IT (iMedia & CS) (ICT2) 
Textiles 

Biology sets 1 and 2 (M4 
and M5) 
  
Maths (M1 -4) 

Friday  History (M1) 
Art (M1)  

Independent study at 
home  
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We are excited to introduce our new rewards system at Alcester Academy  

Check out the website www.epraise.co.uk for more information and see below how to sign up. 

epraise is an online platform for schools, that helps parents to engage more with their children's  

education. This guide will explain how to get started with epraise.  

Registering on our website 

You may receive an invitation from your child's school which will contain instructions for you to fol-

low. If you don't receive an invite, then you can register yourself by following these instructions: 

Go to epraise.co.uk 

1. Click login 

2. Select the correct school 

3. Select the Parent tab 

4. Enter the email address you gave to the school (leave the password blank) 

5. Click the Login/Register button 

Follow the instructions in the email that is sent to you 

Please note that you can only access epraise if the school have added you as a parent. If your details 

are not recognised you will need to contact the school directly. 

Once you have clicked the Login/Register button, you should receive an email that contains a link to 

create your epraise password. The link remains active for 24 hours so you will need to use it within 

that time or repeat the steps above to obtain a new email.  

https://www.epraise.co.uk/
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Registering on our app 

To register on our iOS or Android app you can: 

1. Download our app (just search for epraise in your app store) 

and open it 

2. Select your school 

3. Tap the 'Register' button 

4. Enter the email address that has already been given to the school 

5. Tap the 'Request login code' button 

6. Enter the login code sent via email 

 

Tap 'Login' 

 

Over the coming weeks we will be developing prize draws and rewards for  
those students with the most points and students will be able to work towards 
their epraise bronze, silver, gold and platinum badges.  

 

Miss Buckthorp 
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Year 7                 Year 8                 Year 9                 Year 10               Year 11             Whole School 

96.3%                   94.4%                   95.2%                   92.3%                   92.6%                      94.2% 

School Attendance — up to 5.11.20 

7TY, 8MA, 9WA, 10RO and 11BA. 

Top Tutors per Year Group — well done! 
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The successful candidate must have strong financial and business management skills and 

equally impressive leadership ability as Business Manager, to lead a group of support staff and 

manage the financial, administration and IT functions supporting the academic and  

non-academic activities. The role will include duties as day-to-day Financial Controller,  

Fire Officer, Health and Safety Appointed Person and Data Protection Officer. 

The successful candidate must be a Graduate or have equivalent education, with a professional 

qualification ideally financial and should have experience working in general, financial,  

property and IT/systems management and have undertaken advanced studies and/or have  

relevant professional qualifications in those areas. Excellent communication, administration 

and interpersonal skills together with flexibility and a commitment to working proactively  

and creatively as part of a team are essential qualities for the role. 

Contract type: Full Time  

Contract term: Permanent 

Closing date: 13.11.20 

Start date: As soon as  
possible, ideally no later 
than January 2021 

Vacancy—School Business Manager 

ADVERT ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE           ADVERT ON TES 

 

A vacancy has arisen to become part of an outstanding science department within a high  

performing and friendly school. Alcester Academy enjoys a strong reputation locally and  

nationally as a result of our caring ethos and excellent academic performance.  

 

The successful applicant will join an ambitious and supportive science team. At Alcester Acade-

my, teachers enjoy the freedom to deploy their individual skills, and talents, whilst conveying a 

passion for their subject and delivering excellent outcomes.   

 

Teacher of Science Application Pack 

 

More details regarding this post and an application pack is available by emailing:  

admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk or by visiting the Alcester Academy website.  

Salary:   TMS 

Location:   Alcester, Warwickshire 

Contract Type:  Full Time 

Contract Term:  Temporary in the first instance 

Required:  From January 2021 

Vacancy—Teacher of science 

https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/business-manager-warwickshire-1364836
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/files/Science_Teacher_Job_Pack_2020.pdf
mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/academy-information/vacancies
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