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6h February 2026 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

Good afternoon. It’s  

Friday again!  

 

My goodness, the weeks 

are flying by. 

  

In news this week: 

Mobile phones use 

Further to last week’s  

bulletin, and the recent Government guidance 

about mobile phone use by students in schools, 

you may wish to continue your own reading 

around this matter. There are numerous arti-

cles and circulars about this for you, in particu-

lar referencing parental responsibilities around 

this matter. 

  

The role of parents  

Parents have an important role in supporting 

the school’s policy on prohibiting the use of mo-

bile phones. The policy should be clearly ex-

plained to parents, including the reasons be-

hind the policy and the school’s expectations.  

 

Parents should also be encouraged to reinforce 

and discuss the policy at home as appropriate, 

including the risks associated with mobile 

phone use and the benefits of a mobile phone-

free environment. Where parents need to contact 

their child during the school day, they should 

be directed to the school office, where staff 

should be aware of the school’s policy on  

relaying messages and facilitating contact. 

 

Where parents have questions or concerns, staff 

should address these in a timely manner and 

clearly communicate the reasons for prohibiting 

the use of mobile phones. 

 

I am currently updating school policy to reflect 

this and I’ll signpost you to this in the next few 

weeks. 

 

Educational headlines 

Last week, we also heard about  

recommendations for the future around  

behaviour sanctions. 

 

Suspensions: How suspensions in school can 

help tackle behaviour and boost pupil support – 

The Education Hub 

 

Schools will be consulted on the idea of using 

internal suspension before any policy is  

finalised. 

What’s inside this week 

Page 4  Inaugural Charity House Day—Friday 13 February 

Page 6  Warwickshire Police Cadets Recruitment Opportunity 

Page 13 PatchPals Back in Production 

Page 14 Sports News 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2026/01/suspensions-how-suspensions-in-school-can-help-tackle-behaviour-and-boost-pupil-support/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2026/01/suspensions-how-suspensions-in-school-can-help-tackle-behaviour-and-boost-pupil-support/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2026/01/suspensions-how-suspensions-in-school-can-help-tackle-behaviour-and-boost-pupil-support/
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Welcome Mr Field 

We welcome Mr Field to the  

DT and site team. 

 

Hello everyone! My name is  

Mr Field, and I’m delighted to be 

joining the school community as 

the new DT Technician & site person. I’m really 

looking forward to getting to know the students, 

and staff, and to being part of such a welcoming 

and supportive environment. I’m excited to con-

tribute to school life and learn alongside everyone 

this year. 

 

Outside of school, I’m a very hands on person and 

spend a lot of my free time in my home workshop.  

I enjoy making props for Viking re-enactments and 

cosplay events, which allows me to combine crea-

tivity, history, and craftsmanship. I also like to 

unwind by making bird tables and spending time 

gardening, especially when I can get outdoors and 

work on practical projects. 

 

I have had the pleasure of working in larger 

schools in my previous roles but am looking  

forward to working at Alcester Academy and  

involving myself in extra-curricular clubs and the 

wider school community.  

 

Thank you Mr Kirby  

After many years service to Alcester Academy, we 

are saying a difficult goodbye to Mr Kirby, DT 

Technician at half term as he takes his retire-

ment.  

 

Mr Kirby has been an amazing friend to many 

staff throughout his career at the school and has 

assisted hundreds of students in DT, for Young 

Enterprise and many other school related reasons 

too! This includes broken shoes, replacing shoe 

laces and so on...quite a job description! 

 

On behalf of everyone, I would like to take this 

opportunity to wish Mr Kirby a very restful  

retirement, and some quality time to enjoy with 

his family now. Thank you Mr Kirby! 

 

Student medical information 

We have recirculated a medical information  

request to all parents this week. Please return 

this promptly. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

Alcester Court Leet 

Following the success of the recent year 7  

Humanities Super Learning Day, I was keen to 

educate year 7s on the history of Alcester a bit 

more. We were delighted to host a return visit 

from the Fish and Flesh Taster on Monday, who 

was accompanied by our Town Crier, David 

Parkes.  

 

We held a highly informative assembly where  

food from the school canteen was tasted and 

deemed safe to eat for all according to Court  

Leet tradition. I’m rather pleased to say! Phew! 

 

Huge thanks to the Court Leet members for giv-

ing up their time for our students; David Parkes, 

Ian Rochester and Tracy Parkes, former High 

Bailiff of Alcester.  

  

Well Done Years 7s 

We are really proud of you for completing your 

exams this week. 
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Thank you FOAA PTA.  

We are really grateful to the Friends of Alcester 

Academy for a superb event last Friday at family 

bingo. A stunning £1420.49 was raised by the 

team. This is fantastic! It’s fair to say that we all 

had a terrific night out! 

 

Mrs Weatherley and Mrs McCracken looking very 

happy with their wins! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warwickshire School Health  
Newsletter for families 

I’ve attached the first edition of this for you all as 

parents today. It does include some very useful 

information. 

  

Financial Support? 

Are you struggling to pay your utility bills? If you 

live in Warwickshire, you may be eligible for a  

one-off voucher to help towards the cost.  

 

Visit Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme to apply 

online or call 0800 4081448 or 01926 359182 

Cancer Awareness 

Miss Buckthorp spoke to students in assemblies 

this week to mark World Cancer Day. We are send-

ing our best wishes to any family for whom this is 

poignant presently. If any student needs further 

support, please do reach out to school. 

 

Congratulations 

I was so proud to hear 

that Dylan, in year 11 and 

former student, Luke 

were successfully awarded 

Young Person of the Year 

at the Alcester Town 

Council Mayors Civic 

Evening last night. 

Huge congratulations  

to both!  

 

Looking ahead 

Next week, we have various education updates for 

year 9. These include Super Learning sessions 

around Road Safety and Healthy Relationships as 

well as an humanities focussed day for some on 

Wednesday. Our year 11s visit the Palace Theatre 

for the Doctor’s Show, which is a key revision event 

for historians and our year 11 food students em-

bark on their final practical assessment. We wish 

them the very best of luck. It is year 8 parents’ 

evening online on Thursday, and our first ever 

House Charity Day next Friday.  

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Sarah Mellors—Headteacher 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/localwelfarescheme
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We are incredibly excited to announce our first 

annual Charity House Day, taking place on  

Friday 13th February. This will be a whole-school 

event designed to celebrate House spirit, encour-

age student leadership and raise money  

for our House charities. 

 

On the day, students will take part in a non-

uniform day, wearing their House colours with 

pride, and each House will be running a range of 

fundraising activities at break and lunchtime. 

These activities have been planned and will be 

run by our student leaders. 

 

Activities on the day will  

include: 

• A second-hand book  

and stationery sale 

• A cake sale 

• A Valentine’s stall 

• A Beat the Teacher  

penalty shoot-

out challenge 

 

We are also very grateful for any 

support from our school commu-

nity in the lead-up to the event. 

 

How you can support 

Book donations (teenage/young 

adult suitable) can be dropped 

off at the front office or given 

directly to Miss Sacco by stu-

dents. 

 

Cake donations can be brought 

to the front office either the day 

before or on the morning of the 

event. Please ensure all cakes 

are clearly labelled with a full ingredients list. 

Please be aware we are a nut-free school.  

 

Students are encouraged to bring money on the 

day to support the stalls and activities. 

 

All money raised will go directly to our House 

charities, and we are really looking forward to 

seeing the school come together for this exciting 

new event. 

 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support 

— we hope this will be the first of many Charity 

House Days at Alcester Academy. 

 

Miss Sacco 

Inaugural Charity House Day—Friday 13 February 
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We are thrilled to announce that 2026 is the  

National Year of Reading, and we want our  

entire school community to dive in headfirst! 

 

Led by the Department for Education and the  

National Literacy Trust, this UK-wide campaign  

is all about one thing: rediscovering the joy of  

reading.  

 

What does ‘Go All In’ mean? 

Forget the idea that reading is just dusty  

textbooks or classic novels. This year, we are  

celebrating all forms of reading. Whether your 

child is obsessed with: 

 

⚽ Sports news and match reports 

  Audiobooks on the way to school 

  Fan fiction or online blogs 

  Song lyrics or graphic novels 

 

...it all counts! The goal is to connect 

reading to what your child already 

loves. From partnerships with the 

Premier League to community-wide 

events led by public libraries, 2026 is 

going to be packed with ways to build 

confidence and imagination. 

 

How you can get involved 

Reading together is one of the most 

powerful ways to connect as a family. 

We encourage you to ‘Go All In’ on 

your own passions, too! Show your 

kids that reading is for everyone,  

regardless of the format. 

 

Explore more here 

Official ‘Go All In’ website: goallin.org.uk 

National Literacy Trust: literacytrust.org.uk 

Watch the launch: Official Campaign Webinar 

Keep an eye on this space! We will be posting re-

sources, and news about exciting school event up-

dates throughout the year. 

 

Let’s make 2026 the year we all find a story  

we love! 

 

Mrs Hands—LRC Manager 

Go All In for the National Year of Reading! 

https://goallin.org.uk/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VBnLKUGz0a0&list=PLmmlG7jutI-2R_vCdNx-R7mayhzJw9YWF
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Last week, I informed parents that we would be 

holding a drop-in session with Warwickshire  

Police, who are currently recruiting cadets. We 

were pleased to welcome PCSO Williams, who 

spoke to students about the range of roles  

available, the application process, and what a  

career in policing can offer. 

 

Following this session, a number of students and 

parents went on to attend an information evening 

at Warwickshire Police Headquarters in Leek 

Wootton, where they were able to gain further 

insight into training, career progression, and the 

realities of working within the police service. 

 

We expect to know by the end of March whether 

applications have been successful. However, it is 

not too late to apply, and we 

would strongly encourage  

interested students to explore 

this opportunity. 

 

This is an excellent external  

opportunity for students as it  

offers: 

 

• Exposure to a real-world, professional  

recruitment process 

• Insight into a public service career with 

clear progression routes 

• Development of key employability skills 

such as communication, teamwork, respon-

sibility, and resilience 

• A chance to engage with a respected local 

employer and understand expectations  

beyond school and college 

 

Full details, including application guidance and 

links, can be found in the Post-16 and Careers 

Zone Google Classrooms. 

 

If your child has an interest in policing, public 

service, or developing transferable skills for the 

future, this is a valuable opportunity to consider. 

 

Miss Bartlett 

Warwickshire Police Cadets Recruitment Opportunity 

KOOTH are doing various webinars and articles 

for young people and families on different topics.  

 

Coming up: 

  

• How Kooth and Qwell meets the needs of 

SEND/ASN & neurodivergent people 

  

• The role of Kooth and Qwell in the care 

pathway for people who self harm 

  

• How you can support your child to manage 

exam stress 

  

• Supporting your child who's coming out 

 

 

 

Inclusion—Have you seen…? 

https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/send-asn-23mar
https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/send-asn-23mar
https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/sh-3march
https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/sh-3march
https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/exam-stress-families-9mar
https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/exam-stress-families-9mar
https://connect.kooth.com/insights/supporting-your-child-whos-coming-out
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Year 11 Revision Timetables 
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Bromcom Positive Points Leaderboard  

30th January—5th February 2026 

Top Positive Point Students: 

1  Min-Seo 10GA Oversley 18 points 

2 Oscar  10YA Ragley  17 points 

3 Alice  10TU Greville 16 points 

3 Olivia  10GA Billesley 16 points 

5 Jess  10YA Ragley  15 points 

5 Theo  8SA Greville 15 points 

 

Top Positive Point House: 

1 Oversley 737 points 

2 Greville  654 points 

3 Ragley  650 points 

4 Billesley 610 points 

 

Top Positive Point Tutor Group: 

1  10GA  176 points 

2 8BI  164 points 

3  10YA  151 points 

4  8SA  148 points 

5  8MO  140 points 

  

Top Positive Point Subjects: 

1 English  974 points 

2 Art  296 points  

3 French  293 points 

 

Top Positive Point Staff: 

1 Miss Lewis   579 points 

2 Mr Hall   464 points 

3 Mrs Yarrington 371 points 
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In France, La Chandeleur marks the end of the 

Christmas period. It is exactly 40 days after 

Christmas Eve.  

 

It marks the return of light, a symbol of protection 

and prosperity. To mark this occasion and to  

celebrate Shrove Tuesday, the MFL faculty are 

running a pancake competition for year 7. 

 

The task is to make and decorate a pancake,  

preferably with a French theme and then to 

attach a photo of your pancake to the assignment 

on Google classroom. Teachers will go through the 

task in lessons. The deadline for entries is Monday 

2 March and there will be prizes! 

 

Mrs Weatherley—Lead MFL  

Celebrate La Chandeleur! 
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Spring Term Extra-Curricular Clubs 
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SPRING TERM 2026 

Half Term     Monday 16th – Friday 20th February 2026 

Back to school   Monday 23rd February 2026 

  

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 27th March at 12.40pm 

  

SUMMER TERM 2026 

Summer Term begins  Monday 13th April 2026 

 

School closed   Friday 1st May 2026—Teacher training day 

 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 4th May 2026 

 

Half Term     Monday 25th – Friday 29th May 2026 

Back to school   Monday 1st June 2026 

     

Summer Term ends  Friday 17th July 2026 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Monday 20th July 2026—Teacher training day 

Alcester Academy Term Dates 

Key Dates for 2026 

Wednesday 11th February  Year 11 Doctors Show trip. 

Thursday 12th February  Year 8 Parents’ Evening. Online. 
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If your child will be absent from school, please noti-

fy our Attendance Officer, Ms Louise Hatcher, with 

the reason before 8.50am each day. You can do this 

via: 

 

 MCAS App—medical appointments  

and absences can be reported  

through the app 

 SchoolComms 

 Phone: 01789 762285 

 Email: 

louisehatcher@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

 

We kindly ask parents and carers to remind stu-

dents who are leaving for appointments during the 

school day to come to the office a few minutes early 

so they can sign out promptly. Thank you for your 

cooperation. 

 

Ms Louise Hatcher—Attendance Officer 

Attendance News 

Whole School  
Attendance this week: 92.8% 

 

Top 5 Tutors this week: 

11HE with 98.1% attendance 

7WI with 98.1% attendance 

7RA with 97.7% attendance 

8BI with 97.6% attendance 

9AN with 97.6% attendance 

 

Top House this week: 

Oversley with 93.4% attendance 

 

Data from  

Friday 30.1.26 – Thursday 5.2.26 
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The Young Enterprise team, PatchPals, have been 

in full production of their exciting new products as 

they prepare for the trade fair competition in 

March. The team have been working exceptionally 

hard, demonstrating creativity, teamwork, and 

strong enterprise skills. 

 

Unfortunately, disaster struck this week when our 

17-year-old laser cutter broke down, bringing pro-

duction to an unexpected halt. With specialist en-

gineers unable to attend for several weeks, we 

faced a real challenge in keeping the production 

line moving. 

 

I would like to sincerely thank SJG International 

and Gearmate Ltd, who were both extremely sup-

portive when contacted. Although neither company 

had the equipment required to continue produc-

tion, their willingness to help and their efforts in 

trying to find a solution were greatly appreciated. 

We are very grateful for the community spirit 

shown in a time of need. 

We are delighted to share that Alcester Grammar 

School came to the rescue, enabling PatchPals to 

restart production. Once again, we would like to 

thank our Alliance partners, with special thanks to 

Mr Donnison and Mr Dickinson, for their support 

and generosity—production is now fully underway 

again. 

 

It was also a pleasure to see former students,  

including Jacob, during the visit, and Mr Kirby 

was delighted to receive a tour of the excellent  

facilities at Alcester Grammar School ahead of his 

retirement next week. 

 

This experience has provided students with a valu-

able real-world lesson in problem-solving, resili-

ence, communication, and the importance of pro-

fessional networks—all key skills that sit at the 

heart of the Young Enterprise programme. 

 

Miss Bartlett 

Young Enterprise Update:  

PatchPals Back in Production 
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Student Spotlight: 

Good luck to our water polo sensation Courtney 

(Billesley, year 11) who will be representing the 

City of Coventry in the U17s national age group 

competition, being held in Gloucester at the  

weekend! 

 

 

This week’s Sport roundup: 

Year 9 Boys Basketball:  
A Semi-Final Masterclass! 

 

Alcester Academy 68 – 7 Studley 

 

The year 9 boys’ basketball team secured their 

place in the District Cup final this week with a 

truly breathtaking performance against Studley. 

In what can only be described as a masterclass in 

teamwork and determination, Alcester Academy 

stormed to a 68-7 victory. 

 

From the very first tip-off, the boys were relent-

less. Their defensive pressure and rebounding was 

exceptional, holding the opposition to just 7 points 

across the entire game, while the offense operated 

with precision and speed on each attack.  

 

Every player contributed to the scoreboard, 

demonstrating incredible depth and cohesion as a 

squad. 

 

The energy on the court was matched only by the 

sportsmanship displayed by the team. They re-

mained focused and professional throughout,  

representing Alcester Academy with pride. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

Year 10 Basketball v St Benedict's 

The year 10 fixture this week saw a combined  

effort, with a large number of year 9 students  

answering the call to play up an age group.  

St Benedict’s presented a formidable challenge, 

fielding a very strong side with a number of  

players who play basketball outside of school. Our 

Academy representatives stood their ground and 

kept the contest competitive throughout. Well done 

to all who were selected to represent us on the 

court this week. It was an entertaining match 

which finished 72-48 to St Benedict's. 

Monday – Year 11 Indoor Football (Gym) 

Tuesday – Year 8 Indoor Football (Gym) 

1.45-2.15pm, no PE kit required just suitable footwear (Clean trainers!) 

Next Week’s Sport 

After School 

Next Week’s Sport 

Lunch Time 
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PE Opportunities for our Students 
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Warwickshire Police  

Cadets  

Recruitment for 2026  

Now Open 

What do I do next?  

 

Scan the QR code  

and apply! 

RECRUITMENT IS OPEN UNTIL  

1st March 2026 
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